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INTRODUCTION

The two most important events in the entire history
of the world took place within the span of three days:
Jesus’ death and Jesus’ resurrection. Jesus’ death broke
the power of sin and death, the two arch nemeses of the
human race. Then Jesus’ resurrection reflects the victory
over sin and death that God has made possible so that
we can rise to new life in this world and to eternal life
after Christ returns a second time.
One person has called the gospel of Mark a passion

narrative with a long introduction. The final week of Jesus’
ministry takes up about a third of the entire book. This fact
shows us how central Jesus’ death and resurrection are to
the gospel. In 1 Corinthians 15:3–7, these are exactly the
events that Paul described as the basic content of the



gospel. The good news is that the risen Jesus has been
enthroned as cosmic king, after dying for our sins.
Some scholars have even speculated that Mark’s passion

story might have been the very first part of the gospel to be
written, perhaps even years before Mark or any other
gospel reached its current form. Mark 11–16 first records
Jesus’ entrance to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, a week
before his resurrection. Then on Monday he “cleansed” the
temple, overturning the tables of the money changers and
driving them and the animals off the temple grounds.
On Tuesday, Jesus debated with various Jewish

groups like the Pharisees, priests, and Sadducees. He
also predicted that the temple would be destroyed and
gave a number of signs to look out for. That evening he
dined at a leper’s house, and a woman anointed his head,
which he said was symbolic of his coming burial.
Thursday night he ate a Last Supper with his disciples

before praying in the garden of Gethsemane. But Judas
Iscariot had betrayed him, and soldiers came to arrest
him in the garden. Jesus appeared before the Jewish
leaders and Pilate, and finally he was crucified on Friday
morning. But Sunday morning the women found his tomb
empty, and a young man announced that the disciples
would see him in Galilee. 
This book presents six weeks of Bible studies on Mark’s

passion and resurrection story. Each week will follow a part
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of the passion story. Within each week, there are five
days of reflection on the text, looking at only a few verses
each day. The aim is to experience life transformation by
hearing God speak to us through the words he revealed
through Mark to a group of (probably) Gentile believers
in the second half of the first century. Hear God speak to
you through Scripture and then live faithfully to his Word
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Week 1

ENTERING JERUSALEM
Mark 11:1–25

Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father

David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
—MARK 11:9–10



Day 1

THE LORD HAS NEED
Mark 11:1–6

INTRODUCTION
Jesus went to Jerusalem for the final week of his earthly

mission. In these verses, he sent two of his followers to
get a colt from a nearby village.

ENGAGE
Jesus had a plan to enter the city of Jerusalem in a

certain way, and that plan involved a colt to fulfill
prophecy. He did not go get it himself. Perhaps he was
being careful about his entrance. Perhaps he did not want
to eclipse the big moment on Palm Sunday, which could
easily happen if he was mobbed getting the animal. The
colt’s keepers, whether they knew of the plan ahead of
time or not, submitted to the need of their Lord. They
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let Jesus be the first to sit on their young colt. They had
something the Lord wanted to use, and they were willing
to give it to him.

EXAMINE
Mark did not tell us whether Jesus had prearranged

to get the colt or not. In one possible scenario, Jesus had
already made arrangements to get the animal. In this
interpretation, the statement, “The Lord needs it” (11:3),
clued in the colt’s owners that they were giving it to the
right person. It would be part of an earlier agreement. In
another scenario, Jesus prophetically knew that the colt
would be there. The colt’s owners would give it to the
disciples in spontaneous submission to Jesus’ authority.
We simply don’t have enough information in Mark to
know which interpretation he wanted us to make. Either
one seems possible given what Mark said.

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, 
Lord, to thee. . . . Take my will, and make 
it thine; it shall be no longer mine.

—FRANCES HAVERGAL
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EXPLORE
The Lord occasionally wants to borrow a “colt” from

us to accomplish his mission. It is of course his, since
everything we have ultimately belongs to God. Some-
times the colt is a small thing. Perhaps God would like
us to give a few cents to the person in line in front of us
who is short some tiny amount. Sometimes the Lord
needs to borrow our life as a martyr or as a missionary
or to show others what it means to suffer with cancer
and keep faith. Having a Lord means being completely
surrendered to his purposes and plan. It means that when
the Lord has need of something in our power, we imme-
diately give it.

PRAYER
Lord, I give you my colt to use in whatever way you

see fit. I am your willing servant.
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Day 1

JESUS’ AUTHORITY
Mark 11:27—12:12

INTRODUCTION
After his action in the temple, Jerusalem leaders

asked Jesus what the basis of his authority was. He did
not tell them, but gave a parable about some tenants who
rejected the landowner. In response, the owner replaced
them. 

ENGAGE
One of the ways in which Jesus deflected questions

was by asking questions back that his interrogators
either could not answer or did not want to answer. When
the leaders asked Jesus the basis for his authority, he
asked them whether they thought that John the Baptist
had the authority of heaven. They didn’t want to say yes,
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because that would suggest they had disobeyed heaven.
They didn’t want to say no, because that might anger the
crowds. But they surely got the point: Jesus’ message
and actions had the same prophetic authority from
heaven that John the Baptist had. And no doubt they
were just as eager for Jesus to be taken out of the picture
as they were with John the Baptist.

EXAMINE
The parable of the tenants is an interpretation of the

response of the leadership of Jerusalem to Jesus. God is
the owner and planter of the vineyard. The farmers were
the leaders of Jerusalem, those mentioned at the end of
Mark 11: chief priests, teachers of the law, and Jerusalem
elders. (The sense that they were only renters of the land
in the parable is striking!) Like the tenants, they rejected
God’s messengers, prophets like John the Baptist and also

Search me, O God and know my heart today. 
Try me, O Savior, know my thoughts, I pray. 
See if there be some wicked way in me. 

Cleanse me from every sin and set me free.
—JAMES ORR
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the son, Jesus. In Mark’s gospel, this parable was a fore-
shadowing of what was about to happen to Jesus, and it
showed that Jesus knew what they were planning (com-
pare 11:18). It also foreshadowed what would happen to
the leaders of Jerusalem soon enough (12:9).

EXPLORE
How do you react when you are found out? Often,

the first reaction is denial and anger. Have you seen it
happen? A person is confronted about an affair or finan-
cial impropriety. Perhaps even most of the time, the ini-
tial reaction is to harden and attack in response. The
Jerusalem leaders are a warning of what not to do. Jesus
read their intentions in Mark. He exposed the true role
they were playing in the story, but they did not repent.
They didn’t even examine themselves to see if Jesus
could be right. They continued on the same path. We
should always be open to correction, because if we are
in the wrong, we will want to change.

PRAYER
Father, I submit myself to true righteousness. I want

to be a good tenant of your land. Show me the path, and
I will walk on it.
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