
For someone who had never read John Wesley, this ninety-day
devotional has been enlightening. Most surprising to me was the
practicality of Wesley’s mind and the loving acceptance of those
who differed from him. I especially appreciate Nick Harrison
quoting liberally from Wesley’s writings, which gave them
more relevance and authority. The devotion on renewal touched
me more than any of the others. I’ve copied the prayer for my
own use. 

—CeCIl MurpHey, author and coauthor of more than 135 books, 
including Gifted Hands and 90 Minutes in Heaven

I’ve been walking with Nick Harrison’s prayers and devotions
for many years. Now, his spirit-filled insight has taken me on a
journey into the life of a man whose devotion to Christ is as
relevant today as it was in the 1700s. In Walking with Wesley,
my heart was filled with fresh truth and wisdom about a man whose
faith changed our world from a writer whose gifts are doing the
same.
—AllIsoN BoTTke, best-selling author of the Setting Boundaries series

The devotions in Walking with Wesley are deeply inspirational,
weaving together the life of John Wesley with spiritual reflection.
These words are historic yet relevant, poignant yet simple, 
following the example of Christ that Wesley so wonderfully
lived through his eighty-seven years of ministry. This devotional
is a great encouragement to my soul, a reminder that if we are
still that God has something to teach us all.

—Jo ANNe lyoN, General superintendent, The Wesleyan Church



Walking with Wesleywill lead you on a path of spiritual reflection
unlike anything you’ve experienced before. Artfully crafted
to inspire any aspect of your faith journey, John Wesley’s
timeless model of Christianity shines through excerpts from his
writings masterfully woven with scripture and insight from the
author. reading Wesley’s heartfelt advice and instruction on
God’s love, stewardship, urgency of salvation, and much more
is a refreshing way to enhance your special time with God. 
—JAN ClINe, author of The Greatest of These Is Love, coauthor of God

Hearts Me, speaker, and writer’s conference director
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This book is for Beverly, the most Christian woman 
I have ever known; for a truly great mom, patricia Harrison; 

and in the memory of my dearest Methodist 
friend, elinor McGee



INTRODUCTORY NOTE ABOUT
JOHN WESLEY

m

What a remarkable man was our brother in Christ, John Wesley!
A brief look at his busy life can leave one exhausted and feeling
very useless in comparison. After all, the great man lived a full
eighty-seven years and was ministering until the very end. Wesley
had a constitution of iron. He was always on the go, rarely sick, had
no use for leisure time, and left in his wake a movement that, more
than two centuries after his death, has influenced tens of millions of
Christians worldwide. What an amazing legacy! 

Born in epworth, lincolnshire, england, on June 17, 1703,
John Benjamin Wesley was the fifteenth child and second son
born to reverend samuel Wesley and his devout wife, susanna.
His childhood was notable for the piety and seriousness of the
Wesley household. susanna homeschooled the Wesley children in
their earliest years, and then the boys were sent to a boarding
school at about age ten. 

During those early years at home, susanna, who was a loving but
no-nonsense woman, was determined to raise children who would
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bring glory to God. oh, there was laughter and fun in the Wesley
household to be sure, but above all else, the children were set on
a course designed to result in godly living. 

The first major event in the life of the young John was the par-
sonage fire from which he was dramatically rescued at age five.
Forever after, he would refer to himself as “a brand plucked out of
the burning” (vol. 14, 289). 

After his boarding school education, the young man, John Wesley,
entered oxford, where he was elected a fellow in 1726, qualifying
him to teach students in the undergraduate programs. For a brief
time he returned to epworth, where, as curate, he assisted his father
in ministry. This was to be his only experience in a parish, in what
we would call pastoral ministry today. 

He next returned to his teaching post at oxford, joining his
brother Charles, and a young aspiring churchman, George White-
field, in evening sessions to study the Bible and pray. The serious-
ness of the young men soon brought derision from their peers, who
dubbed the group “the Holy Club.” During this time, the
“Methodist” label also took hold in reference to the group’s “strict
conformity to the method of study prescribed by the university.”
The term Methodist derived from the scholastic study typical in
the late Middle Ages of medieval universities requiring great rigor
and discipline in one’s academic and devotional life. 

In 1735 John, Charles, and two others from the Holy Club set sail
for the American colony of Georgia to serve as missionaries to the
Native Americans. en route, a storm tossed the ship and John feared
that he would perish. With great surprise he observed several other
passengers—Moravian believers—whose faith, during the tempests,
kept fear at bay by an inner confidence in the power and grace of God. 
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Wesley’s two-year sojourn in Georgia was largely a failure, and
the defeated young man sailed home to england. Behind him, he
left a shattered romance and rejection both from the english
colonists who had no use for his high church ways and the Native
Americans with whom Wesley had made no progress.

out of this bitter disappointment, John turned the critical corner
that led to his earth shaking fifty-five-year ministry. At this point,
at the end of himself, he wrote in his journal on January 24, 1738: 

I went to America to convert the Indians, but, o! who shall
convert me? Who, what is he that will deliver me from this evil
heart of unbelief? I have a fair summer religion; I can talk well,
nay, and believe myself, while no danger is near; but let death
look me in the face, and my spirit is troubled. Nor can I say, to
die is gain. . . . I show my faith by my works, by staking my
all upon it. I would do so again and again a thousand times,
if the choice were still to make. Whoever sees me sees I
would be a Christian. . . . But in a storm I think, What if the
gospel be not true? . . . o who will deliver me from this fear
of death? . . . Where shall I fly from it? (vol. 1, 74)

The answer was near. Back in london, Wesley met peter
Bohler, a Moravian, who led him to an understanding of salvation
by faith. A short time later he attended a meeting of the Moravians,
which led him to record the most oft-quoted passage from his life-
long journal. on May 24, 1738, he wrote: 

In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in
Aldersgate street, where one was reading luther’s preface
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to the epistle to the romans. About a quarter before nine, while
he was describing the change which God works in the heart
through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt
I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assur-
ance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine,
and saved me from the law of sin and death. I began to pray
with all my might for those who had in a more especial manner
despitefully used me and persecuted me. I then testified openly
to all there what I now first felt in my heart. (vol. 1, 103)

By that september, both John and Charles were preaching the
gospel that had warmed their hearts wherever they could. For many
of the traditional Anglican churches, the message appeared too com-
mon, too basic, for the higher church sensibilities that prevailed.
More and more the church doors were closed to their ministry, and
the brothers were limited to preaching to the small religious societies
that were popular at that time. 

The following year, 1739, John Wesley did what he had previ-
ously regarded as far too demeaning. He followed his old friend
George Whitefield’s example and began preaching to crowds in
the open fields. The door opened for what would occupy John
Wesley for the next half century: traveling and preaching. The
Methodist revival was underway. 

Wesley labored tirelessly, working rings around men half his
age. He would eventually travel nearly a quarter of a million miles
and preach forty-two thousand sermons, often beginning at five
o’clock in the morning. 

His amazing work could not have been accomplished by a man
with a weak constitution. He was rarely sick, claimed to be rarely
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tired—despite an extremely rigorous schedule—and was able to
sleep anywhere. Wesley knew from where his strength came. He
attributed his well-being to God’s power, his adaptability under
adverse circumstances, his habit of rising early each morning (he
preached every morning at five o’clock for more than fifty years
and his normal hour for retiring, when he wasn’t delayed by
evening preaching, was nine o’clock—so he did get a full night’s
sleep, despite his early rising) and to his “evenness of temper.”
Wesley was able to let the worry, the grief, and the railing against
him to roll off like water on a duck’s back. 

Wesley’s strong constitution also allowed him to persevere
against strong opposition. Not only did the churches refuse him, but
whole towns would run him out of town, often with violence. A great
irony was the rejection he experienced when he returned to epworth
to preach at his father’s old parish. refusing to be denied at home,
Wesley preached standing on his father’s headstone in the epworth
churchyard for eight nights to huge crowds of responsive listeners.
shortly thereafter, he returned to london to share his success with
his dying mother who rejoiced to see the revival she and samuel
had prayed for all those years ago.

The inability of Wesley and his followers to preach from the
Church of england pulpits resulted in the genesis of the itinerant
preacher who would travel a circuit, preaching for a while and then
moving on. It would be largely through this unconventional
method that the movement spread further and faster. 

An additional complication for Wesley was his personal life.
He was once more rebuffed in love, and then, against the advice
of those closest to him, including Charles, married Mary, a wealthy
widow who would be the thorn in his flesh for three decades. so
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poorly did they get along that eventually the couple parted and
didn’t see each other for the last ten years of Mary’s life. 

Wesley wrote extensively, including books on various nonreli-
gious topics. His output included 233 books, one of which—his
medical handbook, Primitive Physick—went through twenty-three
editions in his lifetime and was a best seller of the time. 

As his extraordinary life drew to a close, Wesley—now eighty-
six years old—preached one hundred sermons in sixty towns in
just over two months. Finally, on February 23, 1791, John Wesley
preached his final sermon in kingston House in the village of
leatherhead. The text was “seek ye the lorD while he may be
found; call ye upon him while he is near” (Isa. 55:6 kJV). 

A few days later, on March 2, 1791, John Wesley, closed his
life with the immortal words, “Best of all, God is with us!” and
passed into the presence of his dearly beloved savior. At the time
of his death, he was still a member, minister, and lover of his dear
Church of england. 

John Wesley had never been a man seeking separation from
other believers—even from those who opposed him. He often
spoke of the unity of all Christians, and sought to maintain com-
munion with others across doctrinal lines. When his friend George
Whitefield had turned to Calvinism and published a tract against
Wesley, the latter refused to respond in kind. And in the later years
of both men, all was forgiven, and Wesley preached the memorial
service for Whitefield, who died while on a preaching tour of the
American colonies. 

yes, John Wesley is remembered by many for his advancement
of doctrines such as Christian perfection, entire sanctification, and
the infilling of the Holy spirit, but Wesley said that the most
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important thing he proclaimed was the simple message of justifi-
cation by faith. It’s certain he would much more prefer to be
remembered as a man who sought to exalt Christ to the lost and to
believers of every stripe. 

It’s in that spirit that the following ninety devotions are offered.
They’re not just for Methodists—although surely every Methodist
will be blessed by them—but they’re also for every follower of
Christ. yes, even the Calvinist, like Wesley’s dear friend George
Whitefield. each devotion is built around a quote or event in Wesley’s
life that is relevant to us all. 

so no matter what your particular persuasion, if you love Christ
as John Wesley loved Christ, may each day bring you fresh insight
into the God whom our friend John Wesley served so fully. 
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1

THE INWARD WITNESS
m

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God.

—roMANs 8:16

John Wesley had two loving parents: samuel and susanna.
Both had come from pious families and were determined that their
own children would carry on the family heritage of service to God. 

But samuel didn’t have an easy life. He constantly battled poverty
and misfortune. With a large family, money was always tight and so
when disaster struck, it hit the Wesley household hard. 

Due to his unpopularity with his own parish, members of
samuel’s angry congregation twice set fire to the rectory. under the
strain of mounting debts, samuel was arrested and sent to debtor’s
prison in lincoln for four months. susanna tried to redeem him
with her wedding ring, but he refused to allow it. Instead, he made
the most of his sentence by ministering to his fellow prisoners.

yes, samuel Wesley had a hard life. But he prayed for his
children and held on tight to God through every misfortune.
shortly before his death, he laid his hand on John’s head and
prophesied, “The cause of true religion will surely revive in this
kingdom.”
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perhaps samuel’s greatest gift to his son was his constant
admonition: “The inward witness, son! The inward witness! That
is the best evidence of the truth of the Christian religion.” 

By “the inward witness,” samuel Wesley meant that certain
awareness of salvation that passes through the intellect and resides
in the heart. It might be called a divine knowing: our spirit, that
deepest part of our being, bearing witness with God that we are
fully his. 

This inward witness isn’t just a one-time experience. samuel
Wesley meant that the best evidence of a true Christian is an ongo-
ing experience of the inward witness. such an intimate experience
was what sustained John Wesley through more than half a century
of loving and serving God. The inward witness in our spirit, or
“testimony of the spirit” as John Wesley called it, will carry us
through our entire life as well. 

By the testimony of the spirit, I mean, an inward impression
on the soul whereby the spirit of God immediately and
directly witnesses to my spirit, that I am a child of God; that
Jesus Christ hath loved me, and given himself for me; that
all my sins are blotted out, and I, even I, am reconciled to
God. (vol. 5, 124)

every Christian should enjoy the blessing of this “inward wit-
ness.” Allow the spirit of God to show you that you are indeed his.
Then learn to live daily by this internal “knowing.” To be without
it is to be like a child without any certainty of a parent’s love. 
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6

DRAW ME, LORD
m

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
—JAMes 4:8

At times we all feel distant from God. We search our hearts and
find no apparent reason for this seeming estrangement. It’s at times
like these that we understand what true faith is: It’s trusting God in
the face of contradictory evidence. It’s when your every inclination
is to look at your situation and doubt—to ask, “Why, God?” 

When God told sarai she was to give birth in her old age, she
laughed. When Gideon was told that he had too many soldiers and
that he would win the battle if he eliminated all but a few, Gideon
was astonished. When Mary was told she would conceive by the
Holy spirit, she asked how this could be. Throughout the Bible,
God shows himself strong, especially when the circumstances seem
impossible. 

For John Wesley, his darkest hour of doubt and fear preceded
his great breakthrough at Aldersgate where he was surely drawn
by God’s spirit, or as he put it, his heart was “strangely warmed.”
In that gentle night, God was indeed drawing the young Wesley.
But what happened in the two years prior to Aldersgate? For the
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young Wesley, it was a time of confusion; a time of literal storms,
when he wondered if he would survive. But it was through those
storms at sea, as he saw the Moravians’ faith, that he was drawn
to know God in a deeper way. 

God often uses storms to draw us, although sometimes he uses
sunny weather. We’re told in romans 2:4 that the goodness of God
can lead us to repentance. No matter where we are in our walk with
God, he is always employing some divine plan to draw us even
closer to himself, to shelter us there. To reveal himself to us
beneath his wings. To assure us of his love and care. 

If we would have him draw near in this way—whether in good
times or bad—the apostle James’ words are especially for us:
“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (James 4:8). 

o, draw me, saviour, after Thee;
so shall I run and never tire:
With gracious words still comfort me;
Be Thou my hope, my sole desire. . . . 
still lead me, lest I go astray,
Direct my work, inspire my thought:
And if I fall, soon may I hear
Thy voice, and know that love is near. (pW, vol. 1, 140)
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14

DOCTRINE
m

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, 
but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, 
they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn 
their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

—2 TIMoTHy 4:3–4

In his letter to William Dodd dated March 12, 1756, John Wesley
cautioned, “I try every church and every doctrine by the Bible.
This is the word by which we are to be judged in that day.” 

No doubt that part of Wesley’s concern over doctrine was due
to the grief he frequently got from others who accused him of
teaching error. everything that Wesley preached, therefore, had to
pass a strict test in Wesley’s mind as to its truth or error. It was a
responsibility Wesley never took lightly. And when opposed, Wesley
sought from his accusers scriptural evidence for their charges. 

Further, in his sermon “on Corrupting the Word of God,” Wesley
identified three ways false doctrine emerges: 

1. Human ideas are added to scripture. 
2. scripture is interpreted erroneously. 
3. scripture is softened by distorting the meaning in an effort

not to offend. 
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since John Wesley’s day, we’ve seen hundreds of new doctrines
from questionable leaders who have implemented one or all of the
above methods of coming up with a new spin on the Bible. Those
with itching ears eagerly follow such deviant doctrines to their own
ruin. 

some groups have even been so bold as to offer additional
“scriptures” with the claim that they’re equal to the Bible. such
assertions would put Wesley in an immediate uproar. We too must
reject those claims, standing with Wesley in the belief that all we
need to know of eternal worth has already been given us. We need
no new revelation. We need only to live out that which has already
been revealed in God’s Word. 

open our eyes, and let us see
The wonders of Thy law. (pW, vol. 1, 237)
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