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The devotions in this journal were written by staff and members
of Kentwood Community Church in Kentwood, Michigan, as a
critical component of the Wired for Greatness six-week journey
toward whole-life stewardship. 

Each week of devotions corresponds to the theme that your
group will be focusing on for the week. We encourage you to set
aside some time each day to read and reflect on the portion of
God’s Word suggested at the top of each devotion before
reading the devotional thought. Then spend some time journaling
your answers to the question and taking it all to God in prayer.

Also included in the Wired for Greatness Group Resource Kit is 
a DVD featuring the teaching of pastors Kyle Ray, Kathy 
Resler Chambliss, and Santes Beatty of Kentwood Community
Church. You can also download free leader tips from
www.wphresources.com/wiredforgreatness.

To get the most out of this experience, it is important that you 
are meeting regularly with a small group. The DVD teaching is 
a central part of the group experience. The group study guide
provides structure and guidance for your discussion and prayer
times together.

As always, what you get out of a study is proportionate to what
you invest. Prayerfully enter into this six-week experience with
anticipation that the Holy Spirit is going to move in you and
empower you to be a great steward of all that God has given you.

introduction



daily devotions
week 1 • self



• thought for the day

We can work at becoming the people God wants us to be. But it
starts with God, not us. It’s his mercy through Jesus Christ that
makes us holy and acceptable. We need to offer our whole
selves. Why? Imagine a Transformer toy with some of its parts
that refuse to budge. In order to transform something, you need
to have total control of it.

This transformation begins with allowing God to give us a
completely new mind-set. Our minds are renewed as we read
and reflect on God’s Word and as we tune in to the whispers of
the Holy Spirit confirming and applying the truth of Scripture.
Determining God’s will for our lives seems like such a daunting
and mysterious venture. But it really comes down to relinquishing
control to God, allowing him to renew our minds through his
truth, and then using that truth as our ultimate guide for life. Are
you completely his? God does the transforming work; does your
life reflect that you have given him permission to do so? 

day 1
romans 12:1–2



• questions for reflection

What does the word urge communicate to you about the instructions
that follow? What other things have you been urged to do or have
you urged others to do? Why?

Why are Paul’s instructions urgent “in view of God’s mercy”?
Define God’s mercy.

day 1   •   11



In practical terms, what does it mean to offer your body as a
living sacrifice?

What is the difference between being conformed and being
transformed? How do you renew your mind? What messages
(through sermons, books, Scripture, counseling) have helped
renew your mind? What difference did it make?

12 •   week 1   •   self



As you battle certain sins, what negative thoughts impede your
spiritual progress?

• prayer

Dear Lord, I confess that my desire to wholeheartedly pursue you
and my reality are often two very different things. Forgive me.
Moment by moment, through the help of your Holy Spirit at work
in me, I submit myself to your transforming work in me. Make me
completely yours, reveal your truth to me, and empower me to
know and live in your will.

day 1   •   13



• thought for the day

If you are a parent, manager, coach, or one who oversees some
aspect of another person’s life, you know the frustration of teaching
someone well and then observing that their conversation or
behavior does not reflect what you taught them. The apostle Paul
said to let your conversation, your speech, reflect the truth you
know and are called to live by. He wanted the Philippians’
reputation and what was said about them to be the same as it
would have been if he had been there with them. If we only behave
a certain way when our leaders are around, is it genuine or
artificial? Philippians 1:27 tells us that the real goal of healthy
conversation is to maintain the unity of the spirit and to strive not
against each other but with each other toward good things.
Throughout Scripture the unity of the church seems to be at the
very heart of God.

The second part of this passage will be meaningful to anyone
who is in a season of suffering or persecution. It is a reminder
that such things are normal and that those who reign with Christ
must suffer with him too. We should not be surprised or afraid of
our adversaries, but we should pray for them, since we know it is
much better in God’s eyes to be persecuted than to be a
persecutor of one of his elect. Let the persecution and the
suffering be a gift to shape us, to transform us to look more and
more like Jesus. That is easier said than done, but then so are
most things that require faith and obedience.

day 2
philippians 1:27–30



• questions for reflection

What type of conversations are you having each day? Would you
be willing to watch them closely this week and record whether
they reflect the light and love of Christ?

Are you going into, in the middle of, or coming out of a season of
suffering or persecution? What is God revealing about himself and
about your own heart as you journey through this season? Is there
someone who is seen as an “adversary” for whom you need to
pray? How can you be praying for him or her?

day 2   •   15



Paul seemed to suggest that the ultimate goal is to be “one” with
other believers. What are you doing this week to be intentional
about being one with other Christians? Do you have a plan to
encourage this both in the short and long terms?

• prayer

Father, may my conversation and my search for oneness with
other believers be reflected in how I live each day. Show me
where my tongue and heart need your touch.

16 •   week 1   •   self
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The SoulShift Church Resource Kit is an eight-week, church-wide journey that
challenges your congregation to experience seven key shifts—life changes that
God’s Spirit will bring in people’s hearts, minds, and behaviors, from the very
youngest to the most mature of disciples.

The kit contains everything your ministry’s leadership needs to create a setting
for an all-church transformation experience. Use these tools and watch God shift
his family—young and old, in the church and in the home—toward the deeper,
Spirit-driven life that he desires for his people.

Packed with church-originated and church-tested resources, this kit contains:

• 1 SoulShift book • 1 Youth Ministry DVD-ROM
• 1 Strategic Planning Guide • 1 Children Ministry Leader’s Guide
• 1 Group Study DVD (3 Discs) • 1 Children Ministry DVD-ROM
• 1 Sermon Introductions DVD-ROM • Free online access to SoulShift
• 1 Youth Ministry Leader’s Guide resources for download

SoulShift Church Resource Kit
ISBN: 978-0-89827-974-0
Available January 2015

The Measure of a Life Transformed
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Authors Matt LeRoy and Jeremy Summers engage younger-at-heart adult small
groups through ten weeks of relevant and provocative discussion in response to
weekly readings of the accompanying book, Awakening Grace. They artfully unpack
spiritual practices that are at the heart of personal spiritual formation, guiding
groups on the unpredictable journey into the heart of God.

Awakening Grace Group Resource Kit
ISBN: 978-0-89827-956-6

Also Sold Separately:
Awakening Grace Awakening Grace DVD

ISBN: 978-0-89827-431-8
ISBN: 978-0-89827-669-5

eBook: 978-0-89827-714-2

Spiritual Practices 
to Transform Your Soul

Includes 
6 copies of
Awakening

Grace

Includes 
1 DVD

FREE
Online 

Resources—
Small Group Guide

& Sermon Notes


