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Road maps used to be motorists’ indispensable companions
when they took a trip across one or more states or provinces.
Every gas station had road maps. They sat on a counter and were
free of charge until the last few years preceding their demise.
Like gas stations themselves, road maps became a vanishing
piece of Americana, but they were great navigators while they
lasted. If you planned to drive from Sioux City to Burlington,
you would pick up an Iowa road map. If you were journeying
from Baltimore, Maryland, to Bangor, Maine, you would select
several state road maps or an Eastern States one. An Ontario road
map showed you how to get from St. Catharines to Sudbury.
Each one showed all the highways, towns, and cities in a given
state, province, or region, and also included a mileage chart so a
motorist could plan the trip from beginning to end. Each tightly
folded road map could be unfolded and spread out in a matter of
seconds, but folding it back correctly often became an IQ test.
Today, if you need help getting from one place to another,

you can Google the directions or, easier still, let a GPS device
guide you to your destination. A GPS map will show the way,
and a voice will tell you when you need to turn until you reach
your destination. However, not even the most sophisticated GPS
device can predict a flat tire or an overheated engine or tell you
how to repair what’s broken.

INTRODUCTION
Wisdom for Life’s Journey



WHAT’S BETTER THAN GPS?
As we travel through life, it would be futile to consult a GPS

device, but the Bible’s Wisdom Literature offers enormously
practical help. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, as is all Scripture, the
Wisdom Books teach us how to handle trials—those unexpected
bumps in the road. They also explain how we can acquire wis-
dom, know God’s will, understand the meaning of life, possess
peace and joy, see God as our unfailing protector, mend a broken
relationship with Him, use our tongues wisely, and walk in right-
eousness. One Wisdom Book even elevates our view of human
sexuality to a holy level!

WISDOM AND OBEDIENCE ARE ACTIVE PARTNERS
Jesus told about two very different builders. A foolish man

constructed his house on the sand. A wise man constructed his
house on a rock. When a heavy windstorm buffeted the houses
and floodwaters swirled around them, the foolish man’s house
collapsed because its foundation was virtually nonexistent. How-
ever, the wise man’s house stood strong and secure because its
foundation was solid. Jesus explained that those who hear His
words but do not heed them are like the foolish man, whereas
those who hear and heed His words are like the wise man.
As you study the Scriptures presented in this study, be wise.

Do not simply hear what God says about life’s journey; obey
what He says! Threats and trouble buffet every life, but nothing
can topple a life that is built on God’s Word. May the wisdom
you gain from this study fortify your life and bless others.
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A seven-year-old boy struggled with Scripture memorization,
but his Sunday school teacher encouraged him to keep trying. 
“Kevin,” the teacher asked one Sunday, “do you know this

week’s memory verse?”
“I think so,” Kevin replied. The Lord is my shepherd; I’ve

got all I want. Psalm 23:1.”
“Not quite perfect,” the teacher said, “but you have the right

idea.”
After extremely rough trials, Job had lost his children, servants,

livestock, and health. But he still had the Lord, and his testimony
seemed to be, “The Lord is my shepherd; I’ve got all I want.”
This study guides us to the same conclusion when trials strike.

COMMENTARY
The book of Job is a poetic drama of human suffering without

parallel in Hebrew literature. Its author and date of writing are
unknown except by conjecture because the evidence for both the
date of writing and its author is sparse. One tradition assigns
authorship to Moses or someone even earlier. Contemporary
scholars place the date of writing much later, such as the eighth
or third century B.C. Some think Job’s suffering is parallel to Isaiah’s
eighth-century references in the last chapters of his prophecy to the
“suffering servant.” But in Isaiah, the suffering is vicarious, while
Job’s is not—unless somehow his children or his wife are blamed

A REMARKABLE RESPONSE TO SUFFERING 
Job 1:6–12, 20–22; 2:3–10

Job exhibited remarkable faith when faced with incredible suffering.
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for his suffering. Since the evidence is not at all clear for an earlier
or later date, some scholars compromise and set the time of writ-
ing in Solomon’s era because wisdom literature was an emerging
form of writing at that time.
It is not difficult, however, to place Job in the era of the patri-

archs. First, he lived 140 years, even after his affliction and the
birth of a second family (Job 42:16). We do not know how long
he had lived before he lost his seven sons and three daughters as
well as all his livestock and property. His longevity suggests an
early era. Second, his wealth was measured by the number of his
flocks and herds (1:3), just as it was with the patriarchs. Third,
he offered his own sacrifices (1:5). Noah, Abraham, and others
of the patriarchal era did the same (Gen. 8:20; 22:13). Fourth,
Job’s name is found as early as the nineteenth century B.C. in
ancient records, such as the Amarna letters. Fifth, Ezekiel (14:14,
20) names Job along with Noah and Daniel (probably not the
Daniel of the exile period) as examples of righteous men who
alone would be spared from God’s impending judgment against
idolatrous Israel.
Since the author is also unknown, the date of Job’s composi-

tion cannot be determined. The lack of this information, how-
ever, should not detract from the message of the book or its
interpretation. We may be certain that Job and his friends existed
and that his sufferings were the occasion of the book. Except for
the prologue (Job 1–2) and the epilogue (42:7–17), the whole
book is a didactic, religious dialogue between Job, four would-
be comforters, and God. Classified as Wisdom Literature by the
Hebrews, the dialogue is a series of convoluted ideas projected
by Job’s “friends.”
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the writer accurately

expressed the universal fears, passions, and hopes of those who
suffer. In the ancient world, life was depicted in an established
world order of justice, where virtue and industry of the righteous
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are rewarded, while indolence and neglect of the wicked are pun-
ished. This unique drama challenges that idea and provides the
truth that the righteous do suffer. It reminds the godly of their
mortality, forces them to evaluate their spiritual condition, and
adds vitality to their faith, enabling them to develop a deeper
experience of God’s wisdom and grace.
The structure of the book of Job involves three cycles of

speeches between Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar in the main
body of the book, with the speeches of Elihu and the Lord follow-
ing in Job 32–42. Over against the earlier message of Job’s friends,
that all his suffering was due to his sin and that he should confess
it, is the later assertion that Job spoke from ignorance. After God
spoke, Job’s attitude of self-assurance was replaced by submission
and a deepened, growing faith in his relationship to God.

The Lord’s First Encounter with Satan (Job 1:6–12)
After Job’s character was described as blameless and upright,

a man who feared God and shunned evil, a council with the Sov-
ereign Lord was held. Angels came to present themselves . . .
and Satan also came (v. 6). Since the angels are God’s messen-
gers and Satan is the adversary, it is obvious that he was an
intruder. But the Lord asked him, “Where have you come
from?” (v. 7). His reply that he had been roaming through the
earth and going back and forth in it (v. 7) implies that Satan
must tell the truth to God, although he lies to everyone else.
Peter, who was rebuked when Jesus told him that Satan had
desired to have him that he might sift him as wheat (Luke 22:31),
must have learned this, for he wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8 KJV).
The Lord then repeated what the writer of the book had said

about Job. In asking Satan, “Have you considered my servant
Job?” (Job 1:8), we may conclude that the Enemy seeks to destroy
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the very best. The conduct and virtue of Job, however, was
viewed with suspicion, for the Devil then insinuated that his
piety was contrived: “Does Job fear God for nothing?” (v. 9).
The old saying of Sir Robert Walpole that every man has his
price was not original with him, for Satan continued. “Have you
not put a hedge around him? . . . But stretch out your hand
and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to
your face” (vv. 10–11). 

The deception of Satan is seen by his challenge to God to
strike Job. If Job was struck, it would be Satan not God who did
it. Also, it is obvious that Satan does not have all knowledge
because he underestimated the consistent character of Job. The
LORD,who has all knowledge, said to Satan, “Very well, then,
everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself
do not lay a finger” (v. 12). “It seems strange that God should
give Satan such a permission as this. But He did it for His own
glory, for the honor of Job, for the explanation of Providence,

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Job 1:6

The sons—The holy angels, so called, chap. 38:7; Dan. 3:25, 28
because of their creation by God, for their resemblance of Him in
power, and dignity, and holiness, and for their filial affection and
obedience, to Him. Before—Before His throne, to receive His com-
mands, and to give Him an account of their negotiations. But you
must not think that these things are to be understood literally; it is
only a parabolic representation of that great truth, that God by His
wise and holy providence governs all the actions of men and devils:
It being usual with the great God to condescend to our shallow
capacities, and to express himself, as the Jews phrase it, in the lan-
guage of the sons of men. And it is likewise intimated, that the affairs
of earth are much the subject of the counsels of the unseen world.
That world is dark to us: but we lie open to it. (ENOT)
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and for the encouragement of His afflicted people of all ages”
(ENOT, Job 1:12). Having gained what he wanted, Satan went
out from the presence of the LORD (v. 12), but not out of His
sight or control.

Job’s Response to Great Disasters (Job 1:20–22)
The proof of a person’s character is found in the response or

reaction to personal loss. Four calamities in rapid succession over-
whelmed Job. Not only his loss of livestock, but also the death of
all his ten children were blows that would knock anyone for a
loop. Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then
he fell to the ground in worship (v. 20). Ripping one’s clothes,
shaving of hair, or pouring ashes over the head were common
ways of showing great grief in ancient cultures. The force of his
ground-level experience was that he lay prostrate on the ground—
stretched out with his face to the earth. No wonder he cried,
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will
depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may
the name of the LORD be praised” (v. 21). All people will be as
rich when they die as when they are born—no more, no less.
Totally unaware of the conversation between Satan and God,

Job naturally fell into the lap of God for understanding his losses.
Worship was Job’s natural response. So Job prayed and reasoned,
“He has taken away nothing but His own and what He so gave,
that He reserved the supreme disposal of in His own hand. And
what is it to me, by what hand He that gives, resumes what He
gave?” (ENOT, Job 1:21). In all this, Job did not sin by charg-
ing God with wrongdoing (v. 22). Discontent, impatience, or
bitterness of spirit dishonor God and impute wrongdoing to Him.
In all things, Job knew that God did well. Even if he did not
know why, he did not sin.

11
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God’s Second Encounter with Satan (Job 2:3–10)
The same scenario as the first encounter occurred, with the same

questions and answers between God and Satan. Satan had been
roaming all over the earth as before. Then the LORD said . . . “Job
still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against
him to ruin him without any reason” (v. 3). The Devil’s malice
and pernicious design to cause Job misery and destroy him
utterly failed, but he said, “Skin for skin! . . . A man will give
all he has for his own life” (v. 4). The loss of property, and even
the closest family, did not shake the faith of Job, so Satan tried
another attack. The loss of health for a person is often the last
experience prior to spiritual collapse. Satan was sure that the
innermost heart of Job would fail: Strike his flesh and bones,
and he will surely curse you to your face (v. 5). 
Notice that Satan could not kill Job; he could only go as far

as the Lord allowed: “Very well, then, he is in your hands; but

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Job 1:21

Naked into the world I came,
Naked I out of it shall go,

And soon this perishable frame
With mother earth shall rest below:
But O! my soul, if born again,

With glory clothed upon shall rise,
A place among the saints obtain,
And find its Father in the skies. . . .
I cannot lose what is not mine,
I may to God restore His loan;
And cheerfully I would resign,
When justly He revokes His own:
Ah, give me, Lord, with all to part;
And when Thou dost my soul require,
To bless Thee for a broken heart,

And calmly in Thine arms expire. (PW, vol. 9, 230)
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you must spare his life” (v. 6). Both narratives show that only
indirectly was the Lord responsible for what Satan did to Job.
So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and
afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to
the top of his head (v. 7). It is unknown what the diabolical
affliction was. Various ideas projected include boils, leprosy, or
smallpox. The fact that Job took a piece of broken pottery and
scraped himself (v. 8) indicates a malady that caused intolerable
itching, such as smallpox. If it was leprosy, it could suggest the
reason he was by himself among the ashes (v. 8).

Apparently dying of his sickness or disease, Job was still
filled with gratitude to God. Lacking the grace and relationship
with God that Job had, his wife said to him, “Are you still hold-
ing on to your integrity? Curse God and die!” (v. 9). Job did
not yield to his wife’s idea as did Adam in the garden of Eden.
Rather, he told his wife that she talked like a foolish woman
(v. 10). This was not a reflection on her intelligence, but on her
spiritual deficiency. As far as she was concerned, Job’s integrity
was of no value since it did not save him, his family, or his prop-
erty. Nothing would be better than to die before things got even
worse. In all this, Job did not sin in what he said before this
or at her suggestion, for his words were, “Shall we accept good
from God, and not trouble?” (v. 10). Job has become the prime

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Job 2:3

Movedst [moved, incited]—This, as the rest of this representa-
tion, is not to be understood literally: But the design is to signify
both the Devil’s restless malice in promoting man’s misery and
God’s permission of it for wise and holy ends. (ENOT)
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example of a person’s response to God’s all-wise providences.
Far ahead of others in biblical history, he showed what faith and
total reliance on God produces.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Job 2:9–10

Urged by the world and Satan I
In pain to curse my God and die,
To the abhorr’d temptation give

No place; but bless my God, and live. . . .
Patiently received from Thee,

Evil cannot evil be:
Evil is by evil heal’d;

Evil is but good conceal’d,
And through the virtue of Thy blood

Shall turn to our eternal good. (PW, vol. 9, 231)
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DISCUSSION
Every believer to some extent can relate to Job and his trials.

After all, trials befall every believer on his or her pilgrimage to
heaven. 
1. What clues for placing Job in the period of the patriarchs

do you find in Job 1:1–5?
2. How would you evaluate Job’s character based on Job

1:1–5, 8?
3. Compare Job 1:6–11 to Revelation 12:10. What relentless

activity does Satan engage in before God’s throne? According
to 1 John 2:1, who counteracts this evil activity?
4. Why do you agree or disagree that some individuals today

profess to worship God for what they hope to get from Him?
5. What purpose might the Lord have for allowing Satan to

assault a believer? See Romans 8:28–29, 35–39 and 1 Peter 1:6–7.
6. According to Job 1:20–22, how did Job respond to his suf-

ferings? How was his response different from a fatalistic response?
7. Why do you agree or disagree that it is sinful to blame God

for our trials? Do you think it is sinful to assume a why-me attitude
when a trial strikes us? Why or why not?
8. How do you know from your reading of Job 2:1–10, that

Job had won a victory over Satan?
9. Based on Job 2:9–10, how would you describe Job’s wife?

How might a believer encourage his or her spouse during a hard
trial?

PRAYER
Lord, help us respond righteously to suffering. Give us strength

to not bow to what Satan wants in difficult times, but to keep
faith in You.

15
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It has been said that the person who has him- or herself for 
a lawyer has a fool for a client. Lawyers are certainly better
acquainted with the law than a private citizen is, and they know
best how to argue a case before a judge. If a defendant is innocent,
a skilled defense attorney stands a good chance of winning a
not-guilty verdict. However, a defense attorney’s fees can run
into thousands of dollars.
As this study shows, believers have a defense attorney who

is their personal friend in heaven. He pleads our case when Satan
hurls accusations against us in the court of heaven. Trials are not
evidence that we have committed crimes against God, and Jesus
gains a not-guilty verdict for us free of charge.

COMMENTARY
The book of Job addresses the relationship between suffering,

evil, and the goodness of God. What is the truth about suffering?
How are we to live with it? How are we to understand it in light
of the goodness of God? 
If we turn to the New Testament, we see that James began his

letter with this directive: “Consider it pure joy, my brothers,
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that
the testing of your faith develops perseverance” (1:2–3). He said
“the brother in humble [poor] circumstances ought to take pride
in his high position” (1:9); and “when tempted, no one should

COMFORT FOLLOWS TRUST 
Job 16:19–21; 19:23–27; 23:8–12

Trusting God is our great comfort in the midst of suffering.
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say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot be tempted by evil,
nor does he tempt anyone” (1:13). Peter said we should rejoice
in the fact that God has “given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead . . . though
now for a little while [we] may have to suffer grief in all kinds
of trials” (1 Pet. 1:3, 6). 
Such comments are counterintuitive. They speak to a different

worldview, an alternative to the way we normally define happi-
ness and success. In essence, they nullify suffering, though the
pain and scars may remain. Truth is redefined.
The redefinition of truth is a major theme of the New Testa-

ment. The resurrection of Jesus redefined the way we understand
life, death, sin, and salvation. If death, the harbinger of ultimate
suffering, is defeated, then suffering itself is redefined. No longer
is it the enemy to be feared, but the enemy to be conquered. 
Of all the Old Testament, the interpretation of Job demands

the light of the New Testament. In fact, Job invites this light, as
particularly evidenced by our first two passages today. Without
the story of the resurrection, we could not make full sense of these
passages. At times, Christians are guilty of reading Jesus into the
Old Testament where He really is not present, but the context of
Job is fully under the rubric of the resurrection of Christ Jesus.

My Advocate, Who Is Pleading My Case, Is My Friend 
(Job 16:19–21)

“Even now,” Job said, “my witness is in heaven; my advo-
cate is on high” (v. 19). By even now, Job meant “right now, at
this moment, in the midst of my suffering.” In this passage, suf-
fering is presented in legal terms. Suffering was the penalty for
a crime against God. However, throughout the story, Job main-
tained his innocence and was confident he would be vindicated
in the court of heaven. His suffering was not an indication of
guilt. He was convinced of his righteousness before God.

17
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Since it is true that sin brings suffering, our first concern must
be gaining the same confidence for ourselves in our own salva-
tion. Sometimes we forget that salvation brings righteousness,
that God “has qualified [us] to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the
Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins” (Col. 1:12–14). Salvation gives us all the rights and privi-
leges of a citizen of heaven. This means we have a heavenly
counsel to plead our case. John wrote to his congregation, “My
dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our
defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One” (1 John 2:1). The
KJV, NKJV, and NASB actually use the word advocate for the “one
who speaks in our defense.” In Greek, this word is paraclete.
This same word is used to describe the Holy Spirit in John 14:16:
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Coun-
selor” (paraclete). 
In the American justice system, defendants who cannot afford

legal counsel get what is known as a public defender to plead
their case. In the heavenly justice system, the problem facing
defendants is not cost, but knowledge. Therefore, “the Spirit
helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that
words cannot express . . . because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints in accordance with God’s will” (Rom. 8:26–27). 
Job seemed to understand the impact of such counsel when he

said, “My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears
to God” (Job 16:20). Unlike most earthly trials, our defense
counselor has a personal stake in our innocence. Jesus died as
one guilty so we could live as those who are free. This is His eter-
nal argument in the heavenly courts. Thus, on behalf of a man
he pleads with God as a man pleads for his friend (v. 21). 

18
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These might seem like extreme statements, and we may sup-
pose they are, were it not for other scriptural testimony. James
2:23 says, “The scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,’ and
he was called God’s friend.” If we believe that Jesus is our sal-
vation, then we will no longer be servants, but friends of Jesus
because all that the Father has revealed to Him will be available
to us (see John 15:15). The most important revelation of all is
that the inheritance of the saints includes salvation from the
grave—that is, the resurrection of our bodies. In this we have
our declaration of innocence from the heavenly court.

We Believe in the Resurrection of the Body (Job 19:23–27)
One of the most foundational beliefs in Christianity is the res-

urrection of the body. The same flesh that is ransacked by age,
disease, and death has been redeemed by the resurrection of
Jesus and will rise to see physical eternal life. This belief is
reflected in these words from Job: “I know that my Redeemer
lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And
after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see
God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not
another” (vv. 25–27).

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Job 16:22

Go—To the state and place of the dead, whence men cannot
return to this life. The meaning is, my death hastens, and therefore
I earnestly desire that the cause depending, between me and my
friends, may be determined, that if I be guilty of these things, I may
bear the shame of it before all men, and if I be innocent, that I may
see my own integrity, and the credit of religion (which suffers upon
this occasion), vindicated. How very certainly, and how very shortly
are we likewise to go this journey. (ENOT)
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Paul put it this way: “When the perishable has been clothed with
the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying
that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in vic-
tory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your
sting?’” (1 Cor. 15:54–56). It is only when we stand in the confidence
of the resurrection that we can stare suffering and death in the face
and truly say, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me” (Ps. 23:4 KJV).

In order to save us from suffering and death, our Redeemer
must be alive. Indeed, Paul said, “If there is no resurrection of the

WORDS FROM WESLEY

April 21, 1741

I hastened to the joyful funeral of our sister Richardson. The
room was crowded within and without. My subject was, “I know
that my Redeemer liveth” (Job 19:25). I spoke searchingly to the
hearsay-believers; and then largely of her, whose faith they might
safely follow. Great was my glorying and rejoicing over her. She,
being dead, yet spoke in words of faith and love, which ought to
be had in remembrance. Surely her spirit was present with us; and
we were in a measure partakers of her joy, a joy unspeakable and
full of glory.
The whole society followed her to her grave. Through all the

city Satan raged exceedingly in his children, who threw dirt and
stones at us: but the bridle was in their mouths. After the burial
we joined in the following hymn:
“Come, let us who in Christ believe / With saints and angels join /

Glory, and praise, and blessing give / And thanks to grace divine. 
Our friend, in sure and certain hope / Hath laid her body down /

She knew that Christ will raise her up / And give the heavenly crown. 
To all who his appearing love / He opens paradise / And we

shall join the hosts above / And we shall grasp the prize. 
Then let us wait to see the day / To hear the welcome word /

To answer, Lo, we come away / We die to meet our Lord.” (JCW,
vol. 1, 268)
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dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not
been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith” (1 Cor.
15:13–14). If our Redeemer is alive, then we can join with Paul in
the spirit of Job and declare that we “consider that our present suf-
ferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed
in us. . . . For in this hope we were saved” (Rom. 8:18, 24).
Our salvation from the ravages of suffering is in our hope of

our bodily resurrection. This is why Jesus said, “Do not be afraid
of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. . . . Fear
him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into
hell” (Luke 12: 4–5). Faith will raise the body from the grave, and
faith will save the soul from hell. No amount of suffering can
change this. That is why Paul so boldly declared, “I am convinced
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither pres-
ent nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38–39).
If we do not have the faith that we will see Him with our own

eyes (see Job 19:26), then we cannot truly be saved because we
will remain in fear of what may happen to us in this life, that some-
how we might be destroyed. The difficulty is that this will happen
after our skin has been destroyed (v. 26). After we have crossed
the portal into eternity, we cannot detect this with our senses; we
must believe it in our hearts. Thus, we turn to the next passage. 

The Righteous Walk by Faith and Not by Sight (Job 23:8–12)
In 2 Corinthians 5:7, Paul stated succinctly, “We live by faith,

not by sight.” The author of Hebrews wrote, “Now faith is being
sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see”
(11:1). He continued, “This is what the ancients were commended
for” (11:2).
Job’s words are a bit more picturesque, and through them we

can see the confidence that gained divine commendation: “But
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if I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the west, I do not
find him. When he is at work in the north, I do not see him;
when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him. But
he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will
come forth as gold” (Job 23:8–10).
Ultimately, Job accepted evil and suffering as a part of life.

He also accepted the perceived absence of God as a normal
attribute of earthly existence. Instead of despair and doubt, Job
clung to the words of God, to the promises he had known. Job
claimed, “I have treasured the words of his mouth more than
my daily bread” (v. 12).
This is a lesson we need to take to heart. In fact, Jesus said,

“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have over-
come the world” (John 16:33). The question is how much do we
treasure these words? Are they more valuable to us than the food
we need each day? There are many times when we may not feel
God’s presence, or we may wonder why some evil or suffering
has befallen us. These things cause many people to turn away
from God, assuming He does not care or does not exist. We do
not know what words Job had from God. Whatever he had could
not have been as extensive as what we have today. Job did not
have the Bible we have, and he certainly did not have eyewitness
accounts of Jesus! Yet he clung to what little he did have because
he realized that they were, in Peter’s words, “the words of eternal
life” (John 6:68).
Amazingly, now Job’s words are a part of that bread that feeds

us for eternity. We should study Job, not to find the answer to suf-
fering, but to find the righteous response when we encounter suf-
fering. This Job summarized in 1:21: “Naked I came from my
mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the
LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.” Far
from being defeated or fatalistic, Job placed his life in the hands
of God and his confidence in the fact that God had delivered him
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from death and his feet from stumbling so that he might walk
before God in the light of life (see Ps. 56:13). Therefore, whatever
he had or lost in this life was really of no consequence.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Job 23:8–10

Forward I now in duties go,
But, O! my Saviour is not there!

Heavy He makes me drive, and slow,
Without the chariot-wheels of prayer.
I look to former times, and strain
The footsteps of my God to trace;
Backward I go (but still in vain)
To find the tokens of His grace.
Surrounded by His power I stand,
His work on other souls I see,
He deals His gifts on either hand,
But still He hides Himself from me.
Groaning I languish at His stay,
But He regards my every groan;
Dark and disconsolate my way,
But still my way to Him is known.
When fully He my faith hath tried,
Like gold I in the fire shall shine,

Come forth when seven times purified,
And strongly bear the stamp Divine. (PW, vol. 1, 325)
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DISCUSSION
Although earthly friends may fail to comfort us adequately,

we have a Friend in heaven who cannot fail.
1. How does it help you to know your witness and advocate

is in heaven, where He pleads on your behalf?
2. How would you respond to someone who says all suffering

is punishment for personal sin?
3. What does it mean to you that your advocate in heaven is

also your friend?
4. How does it comfort you to know that you will see your

Redeemer face-to-face?
5. How might physical suffering help to mature a believer?
6. What inspires you most in Job’s testimony in Job 23:8–12?

Explain.

PRAYER
Lord God, we are grateful for the Advocate You have provided.

Help us walk in faith so no accusation of Satan will keep us from
the life and work You have for us.
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A young boy’s sailboat stopped in the middle of a pond when
the wind died. Much to the young boy’s dismay, an older boy
picked up stones and threw them near the boat. Soon, however,
the young boy understood what was happening. Each stone
landed beyond the boat and caused a ripple of water to push it
closer to shore. Eventually, the boat was near enough for the boy
to reach it.
When we experience trials, we may be tempted to think God

is throwing stones at us, but each trial brings us closer to Him.
As we learn in this study, Job’s trials brought him close to God
and to a better awareness of God’s boundless wisdom and power.

COMMENTARY
With chapter 42, we come to the end of the book of Job. 

If resolutions are to be presented for any of the issues raised 
with the adversary’s (Satan) attacks on Job, and in his various
conversations throughout the book, they must be presented here. 
God had not spoken since chapter 2, but following Elihu’s

long speech, God addressed Job in two speeches, interrupted
near the middle by a very short response from Job, when God
demanded an answer. Chapter 42 begins with Job’s response to
God’s second and concluding speech. It continues as prose,
recording briefly the outcome for Job of this whole amazing
episode in his life.

GOD IS ALWAYS FAITHFUL 
Job 42:1–17

God proves himself to be faithful to His people, 
even to the end of life.

3



The theological themes of Job are brought to their earthly
conclusion in these last verses of the book. Job did not receive
the answers he had been seeking from God, but he received an
answer with which, apparently, he was satisfied, and with which
we need to learn to live.

Job’s Second Response to God (Job 42:1–6)
God did not address Job’s questions directly in the two speeches

in Job 38:1—40:2 and 40:6—41:34. This second response shows
that Job finally understood why God had been silent for so long,
and that he was willing to accept an indirect answer.
Job’s first statement in this short acknowledgment of what he

had learned is a reaffirmation of what he had attested all along,
that God can do all things (42:2). Job’s puzzlement over his
troubles had arisen, in fact, from that confidence. If God can do
all, why had God allowed Job to suffer so, and why would God
not at least speak to him?

In his second statement, too, Job may have voiced before his
troubles, but with no depth of understanding: no plan of yours
can be thwarted (v. 2). Now Job had learned to trust that if
God’s plans really could be thwarted and if—as he also

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Job 42:2

Thou canst—Job here subscribes to God’s unlimited power,
knowledge and dominion, to prove which was the scope of God’s
discourse out of the whirlwind. And his judgment being convinced
of these, his conscience also was convinced, of his own folly in
speaking so irreverently concerning him. No thought can be with-
holden from thee—No thought of ours can be withheld from thy
knowledge. And there is no thought of thine, which thou canst be
hindered from bringing into execution. (ENOT)
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believed—God had Job’s interests at heart, Job’s best course was
to trust God, even when horrific things happened to him, even
when God did not answer his pleas and demands for justice—or
at least for a hearing.
With this new understanding of and trust in God’s ways, Job

quoted back to God two lines God had said to him. You asked (v. 3)
is not in the Hebrew text, but the question is the one God had asked
Job at the beginning of God’s first speech (38:2). Job finally
understood and agreed with the premise of God’s rhetorical
question. He had spoken of things he did not understand (42:3).
It is important for us to understand why God never gave Job

a direct answer to his question of why he was suffering. Satan
had accused Job, before God, of serving God only because he
was well-off. Had God told Job he suffered to prove something
to Satan, that would have ended the “contest,” for if Job still per-
severed in his faith in God, it might have been really to show
how good and faithful he himself was. Job’s perseverance had
to be shown to be for God’s sake alone.
Job’s choice, then, was the choice we all face, though put to

him, perhaps, in starker terms than usual. Would he trust God,
no matter what, whether or not material advantage accrued in
this life? This was not a game between God and Satan. Or if it
was, it was only the same game every one of us stars in, whether
we know it or not. If it is to be real, our faithfulness to God can-
not be for the sake of temporal gain; it must be for God’s own
self alone.
Again in 42:4, you said is not in the Hebrew text, but here

also Job was repeating what God had said earlier (38:3; 40:7).
By repeating it here, Job acknowledged God had been right to
call him on his questioning of God’s purposes, since God had
chosen not to reveal them.
Job’s previous knowledge had come through teaching and other

testimony; my ears had heard of you (42:5). How could he now
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declare my eyes have seen you, since other passages assert no one
may see God and live (see Ex. 33:20)? The answer lies in the intro-
ductions to God’s two speeches to Job (38:1; 40:6). God spoke out
of the whirlwind or the storm (the Hebrew word is the same in both
lines), so Job did not see God directly face-to-face. Still, Job saw
enough and heard God speak; he now knew personally what pre-
viously he had believed on the word of others.

“I despise myself” (42:6) is not the best translation. Myself
is not in the Hebrew text. Job had no reason to despise himself;
God (finally) had responded to him and Job now knew God
accepted him. In other places where Job used this word (7:16;
9:21), it means “to despair” rather than “to despise.” A basic
meaning of the word is “to sink down,” “to melt away,” like a
block of ice on a hot summer day. “I retract” (NASB) is better, if
understood as Job withdrawing (“causing to melt away”) his
objections to his treatment at the hands of God (as he thought)
and his former demands on God. Perhaps best is “I sink down,”
or “I abase [myself].”
The Hebrew verb translated here repent (42:6) does not con-

note remorse over moral evil; it is regularly used to signify God’s

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Job 42:5

Seeth thee—The knowledge which I had of thy nature, perfections
and counsels, was hitherto grounded chiefly, upon the instructions of
men; but now it is clear and certain, as being immediately inspired
into my mind by this thy glorious apparition and revelation, and
by the operation of thy Holy Spirit; which makes these things as
evident to me, as if I saw them with my bodily eyes. When the
mind is enlightened by the spirit of God, our knowledge of divine
things as far exceeds what we had before, as knowledge by ocular
demonstration, exceeds, that by common fame. (ENOT)
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relenting of imminent judgment declared against Israel, or even
against Nineveh (see Jon. 3:10). This verb describes a decision
to change a previously determined attitude or course of action.
“I recant or I disavow [my previous demands]” would yield a
better understanding here.
Job had been determined to force God’s hand to gain a face-

to-face meeting—a day in court—and convince God and every-
body that God had been wrong about Job. In all this, we cannot
measure how close Job’s determination came to pride or to a sinful
stance against God. Had Job continued in his earlier direction,
he certainly would have crossed that line. But God did not charge
Job with sin, and neither should we. Now God’s two speeches
(Job 38–41) had convinced Job he had been mistaken. No longer
would he measure himself (and God) by his own moral rectitude,
but by his relationship with God, who had spoken to him per-
sonally from the storm.

Job’s Intercession for His Friends (Job 42:7–9)
God’s assessment of Job’s three friends was that they had not

spoken of Godwhat is right (v. 7). They mistakenly assumed—
as have most people almost since the beginning of time—that
any individual’s pain, loss, and suffering can be caused only by
that individual’s own sin. One must confess the sin to have hope
of release from the suffering or loss. Job refused to acknowledge
that his troubles could have been caused by his own sin. His
friends counted that against him, too, as the sin of pride.
Obviously, God sided with Job. To be sure, human beings do

have the capacity to inflict suffering upon ourselves; we have
only to think of the substance abuser. But most human suffering
does not come as a one-for-one result of our own individual sins.
Centuries later, Jesus made the same point when His disciples
asked whether the blind man or his parents had sinned to cause
the man’s blindness. Jesus answered, “Neither” (John 9:1–3).
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Seven bulls and seven rams (Job 42:8): seven is a biblical
number of perfection or completeness. Adult male (ungelded)
cattle and sheep were the most significant animals prescribed for
sacrifices, perhaps because they were the most costly. God
instructed Eliphaz that the animals were to be offered as whole
burnt sacrifices; none of the three worshipers would receive back
any portion of any animal for a sacrificial feast.
God referred to His servant Job four times in four lines of

the Hebrew text (vv. 7–8); God had used the same title of Job
when speaking of him to Satan (1:8; 2:3). “My servant” or “the
servant of . . .” was a title of great honor when applied to servants
of God in ancient Israel, to servants of other supposedly power-
ful gods among Israel’s pagan neighbors, or even to servants of
kings or other powerful people in an ancient kingdom. From
beginning to end, and through all his trials, Job’s faithfulness
and integrity commended him to God, who remained committed
to accepting and declaring him as His servant.

The LORD accepted Job’s prayer (42:9) is translated as
“Yahweh lifted up the face of Job.” This idiomatic phrasing
comes from ancient Near Eastern royal etiquette. In formal sit-
uations, when people entered the throne room and approached
the king, they bowed with their faces to the floor. When the king
acknowledged their presence favorably, they first lifted their
faces from the floor and looked at the king. Then, if and when
the king gave permission, they stood. To “lift the face,” in this
usage, was for the king to allow the one coming into his presence
to get off the floor. The idiom came to mean to accept a person
graciously, receptive to his or her request or communication.
We should note that Job prayed for his three friends despite

their earlier emotional abuse of him. If we wish further evidence
that Job was free of the kind of sin they had accused him of, his
forgiveness and willingness to intercede with God for them is it. 
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God’s Restoration of Job’s Position (Job 42:10–17)
Just as the reason for Job’s suffering was not that he had

sinned, so here the doubling of his possessions was not a sign
that he was, or had become again, righteous. We must take a
larger view than that.
God is the God of life. God created the human race to enjoy

life together with God and with each other. This includes the
legitimate acquisition, use, and enjoyment of the good gifts of
creation with which God has endowed this earth. As parents take
joy in giving good gifts to their children, Jesus said, so God
enjoys giving good gifts to God’s children (Matt. 7:11). We may
take it as certain that God enjoyed “making it up to Job” after
bringing Job’s troubles to an end.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Job 42:12

Are there, Saviour, can there be
Happy days reserved for me?
Child of sorrow from the womb,
Hoping, should I not presume?
After all my evils pass’d,
Good may I expect at last,

Cease on earth to sin and grieve,
See my God appeased, and live?
Jesus, if Thou dost intend
To bless me in my latter end,

Now Thy gracious mind declare,
Chide my sadness of despair;
If Thou dost not save me now,
Yet before my head I bow,
Speak into my troubled breast

The earnest of eternal rest. (PW, vol. 9, 273)
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A piece of silver and a gold ring from each of Job’s brothers
and sisters and everyone who had known him before (Job
42:11) may have been the means God used to restore Job’s pros-
perity to double his former estate (vv. 10–11). With healthy ani-
mals and good conditions, a skilled herdsman can increase flocks
and herds rapidly in just a few years. The numbers listed for all
four species—sheep, camels, oxen, and donkeys—in verse 12
are double Job’s original totals (1:3).
Why did God not double the number of Job’s children? The

Bible teaches that those who trust in God are raised again to eter-
nal life. In all, Job and his wife had fourteen sons and six daugh-
ters. Since a new wife for Job is not mentioned here, we may
assume his wife shared in the restoration God granted Job. We
are told Job prayed for his friends; surely he would have prayed
for his wife too.

Job granted his daughters an inheritance along with their
brothers (v. 15), an enlightened action for Job’s time, but not
unique.

A hundred and forty years (v. 16) is in line with the life
spans of the patriarchs of Genesis—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
Joseph—and of those of Moses and Joshua.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Job 42:17

Let me well conclude my race
And reach the happy shore,
Full of a few mournful days,
O God, I ask no more:
Wisdom is the hoary hair;

Be this in youth or age bestow’d,
Calm the load of life I’ll bear,

And glad return to God. (PW, vol. 9, 273)

32

Job 42:1–17



The story of Job’s trials is a vivid reminder that we do not
accept God’s offer of renewed fellowship in Christ for the mate-
rial benefits it brings, but for that fellowship with God himself.
Circumstances, whether good or ill, are of small consequence
compared with God’s own friendship.
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DISCUSSION
We might question God’s fairness when trials come upon us,

but in the end we possess a better understanding of God and also
of ourselves.
1. According to Job 42:1–6, what had Job learned from his

encounter with God?
2. Can you identify with Job’s statements in Job 42:1–6? If

so, how?
3. Job testified that none of God’s plans can be thwarted

(42:2). How does this truth impact your view of world affairs?
How does it impact your view of your personal future?
4. Why do you agree or disagree that faith is not dependent

upon our having to know the reason behind every trial?
5. What is the worst thing you can do when you know a friend

is suffering? What is the best thing you can do? Defend your
answers.
6. Why is it an honor to be called God’s servant?
7. How might God reward a believer who trusts Him through-

out a difficult trial?

PRAYER
Almighty God, we are reminded again that You hold us in

Your hands. Let us please You with our responses to every season
of life.
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