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 Holy living gets its power from 
God’s love. Love is active and engaged 
in the pain and need of the world. It 
is not isolated and inward. The Holy 

Spirit flows through 
individuals, churches, 
and communities as a 
river of life. We see this 
in history. Holy living 
uprooted the slave 

trade in England and laid the foundation 
for the abolition of slavery in North 
America as well. 
 After the Second and Third Great 
Awakenings in North America, through 
the preaching of Charles Finney, Dwight 
Moody, and many others, it became well-
known that the power of the sanctifying 
gospel could transform society. The 
strongholds of poverty, slavery, greed, 
cruelty and oppression could be undone.
  As John Wesley famously wrote: 
“Give me one hundred preachers who 
fear nothing but sin, and desire nothing 
but God, and I care not a straw whether 
they be clergymen or laymen; such alone 
will shake the gates of hell and set up the 
kingdom of heaven on earth.” [Letter to 
Alexander Mather, Aug. 6, 1777.]

 s I was running the vacuum 
cleaner for the third time that day 
on our well-worn carpet, a silent, 

internal conversation took place. We 
were the new, young church planters in 
a Kansas City suburb. Our home was the 
place for all the weekday activities. We 
met in a school on Sundays but needed a 
place for all the other events throughout 
the week. Children 
met in the family 
room, one bedroom 
became a nursery, 
music practice took 
place in the living 
room, adult Bible studies went on in the 
dining room, and the youth group met 
in the basement! In the summer we had 
over a hundred children for VBS in our 
house and yard (and bathroom). 
 While sweeping the carpet that 
evening, it hit me that our home was 
really showing hard use. The cushions on 
the couch had lost their shape, the legs on 
the coffee table were scarred, and the end 
tables were stained where drinks had left 
their marks. Is this holy living (holiness)? 
I had yearned for a nice, quiet, 
contemplative life, where our furnishings 
didn’t take such a beating. Wasn’t one 
of the ideas of holy living supposed to 
be “set apart?” This did not seem like 
that to me. But then a voice within me, 
louder than the vacuum cleaner, entered 
my conversation, “Set apart for service!” 
[Romans 12:1-21]

A

Holy living that is active and 
engaged in the need of the world 
gets its power from God’s love.
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few years ago, one could say that 
Lyncourt Wesleyan Church was a 
typical church in Syracuse, N.Y. 
It had been in decline, and had 

dropped to under 80 in attendance. They were 
good people and had a godly pastor, but Syracuse 
is a challenging city for Christian ministry. 
According to a recent Barna Group study, 48% of 
the population there is “post-Christian,” meaning 
they are indifferent or hostile to the gospel, and 
don’t believe church can be relevant to their 
lives. Half of the population! By way of contrast, 
Knoxville, Tenn., Dallas, Tex., and Indianapolis, 
Ind., are only 12% to 28% post-Christian in the 
attitudes of their populations.
     Things began to change, slowly, when God 
called Wayne Wager, Jr., to return to Lyncourt, 
his old home church, and become the pastor 
there in 2006. (Wayne, Jr., is the son of the 
long-time district superintendent of the 
Central New York District.) The younger 
Wayne had never been a pastor before, and 
he felt far from being prepared, but God 
had put a passion in his heart for the lost of 
his home town. Before the church began 
growing, it dropped to only about 40 
people during the transition. They were 
not getting new people. They decided to 
drop all of their programs for a time and 
just pray, asking God for direction and 
new vision. And God began to answer. 

Story

48% 
of Syracuse, 
New York is 

said to have no 
use for God or 

the church

Watch Video

A

NO  SIDERS 
by Kerry Kind  
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“You have to go into the world. You 

never know what the Lord will use 

to change someone’s life.”

– Wayne Wager, Jr. Wayne Wager, Jr.

 Pastor Wayne’s philosophy  
was to get out into the community. 
He had been in the rock-and-roll 
scene as a technical director, and had 
even served for a time as the “sound man” 
for Wesleyan crusade evangelist Steve 
Wingfield. More recently, though, he had 
been in real estate and rental management 
in Syracuse. “You have to go into the 
world and meet people. Every single 
connection matters,” he says. “Then you 
have to actually find ways to help people. 
Everyone has needs. You never know what 
the Lord will use to change someone’s life. 
But it’s not enough to just go and help, you 
also have to win them to Christ. We use 
Evangelism Explosion to train all of our 
workers to talk about Jesus.”
 Wayne’s favorite ministry location is 
out in the streets of Syracuse in his pickup 
truck. He is single-minded about finding 
people who need Jesus. He helps people 
move, sits on his front bumper and chats 
with kids in the street, and often hauls 
donated furniture to needy families. These 
are the ways he makes friends every day. 
 

 
There is a sizeable immigrant Burmese 
population in Syracuse. Because of 
Wayne’s experience working with rental 
properties, he is well-acquainted with 
people in some of the poor districts of 
Syracuse, including the Burmese. He 
encouraged the members of the church to 
help him reach out to them and anticipate 
many of their needs. Today, there are about 
80 Burmese attending Lyncourt Church 
out of 200 attendees, but that did not 
happen without change in the attitudes of 
some of the members.
 Randy Tennant has been vice-
chairman of the board for a long time. “It 
used to be that the only people we invited 
to church were those who were like us,” 
Randy said. “But then we started to reach 
out to our ‘Samaria.’ At first I was upset 
when a bus full of Burmese kids showed up 
at our church. They were so poor; some of 
them came in dirty pajamas. They tracked 
all over our clean carpet. They began 
writing in our brand new hymnals and on 
the walls. I had to get over being offended. 

It took time, 
but God 
changed my heart. 
When I saw some 
of them genuinely 
coming to Jesus Christ, 
it melted me. Now we 
just love everyone, even 
the bums, hoodlums, drug 
addicts, and youth who have 
never been to church in their lives. 
Whether they are Burmese, Black, 
white, or Hispanic: it doesn’t matter. 
We help them in all kinds of ways. It costs 
us; I know some of them are just taking 
advantage of us. But it’s worth it, because God 
is using these connections to touch some of 
them and change their hearts and lives completely. 
This has changed me. And God has rewarded our 
church for doing the right thing.” 
 Sustaining outreach into our communities to 
meet and befriend those who need Jesus is not just a 
strategy. It is the natural result of a more Christ-like 
love renewing our hearts. 
 Christine Ruffino, a volunteer youth work, echoed 
what Randy said. “We have anywhere from 25-60 kids 
on Wednesday nights. Many of them have suffered 
battering, abuse, unwanted pregnancies, drugs, and so 
on. But our congregation accepts them. We become 
their family, and a lot of them get saved. Some of them 
have been rescued from suicide. I have learned by 
serving others that it becomes a spiritual discipline 
that has also changed my life. And I thank God,” 
Christine said with tears in her eyes, “that my son has 

Photo Gallery
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Some people 

went away when 
the church began 

ministering to those 
deeply hurting.

discovered this right alongside me. I think of all the young people 
who have been saved here: Shawn, John, Joe Bebe, Kevin, and many 

other lives have been made new, and me along with them!”
 Pastor Wayne pointed out that they have a diverse church. They 
have professionals like doctors, real estate brokers, and social services 
people, but also lots of working class people. Some went away when 
the church began to really minister to deeply hurting people in their 
community, but a lot of others caught the vision when they saw lives 
being changed, and the joy from that became contagious.
 The basement of the church is being used to operate a Burmese 
Bible school with about twenty students who are preparing for 
ministry. They are taught by Than Awng, a Princeton Seminary 

graduate, and a few English-speaking teachers who teach through 
translators. Than is the natural leader of the Burmese segment of 

the Lyncourt congregation. One senses the presence of Christ 
powerfully in his humble character. He chooses to live in a 

rough area of Syracuse, so he can be among his people.
 The Bible school students have inspiring testimonies. 

Many have lived under government oppression in 
Myanmar (Burma) before finding their way to 

North America. One woman named Winkwi, for 
example, is an ethnic Burmese and was raised 

a Buddhist. In 1997 she was given a Bible 
and out of curiosity she read the book of 

Genesis. God used that to arouse her 
hunger for more. When she met some 

evangelists, she invited them to her 
house to tell her about God. It 

was not until 2007, though, that 
Jesus Christ made her life 

completely new. She came to the church on a 
Saturday, seeking the Lord. When she left, she 
not only was fully alive to God in her spirit, 
but she was also miraculously healed of heart 
disease. Other Burmese members, such as 
Shweethee, Ahsa, and Naw Aung, have stirring 
testimonies of God’s grace touching them.
 Pastor Wayne does not lack vision 
in what he believes God can do through 
Lyncourt Church. Already they have regular 
distributions of food, clothing, furnishings, 
and other supplies. They have started to engage 
in micro-enterprise ministries to help people 
get started in small businesses to replace the 
money that some formerly made from drugs 
or prostitution. About a dozen addicts attend 
their church whose lives are even now being 
transformed. For those in school there is a 
homework/tutoring program to help them keep 
up, especially those that do not have support 
at home. They also take young people camping 
and hiking in the Adirondacks. In everything, 
the love and message of Christ is shared.
 “We have a couple of former pastors 
from other denominations that got burned 
out and are finding healing and new ministry 
here, Wayne said. “And I have the privilege 
of advising the boards of two new Wesleyan 
mission churches that are getting started in the 
Syracuse area.”
 Recently they came across an opportunity 
to buy a large Catholic property nearby, which 
includes a cathedral, a school, a rectory, and 
other buildings. The price seems right, and they 
would love to use the school for adult Christian 
education and the rectory for a half-way house 
that could accommodate a dozen men. 
 This kind of dreaming spurs Wayne on. 
Lyncourt is having a redemptive impact in 
Syracuse beyond what anyone might expect 

from the size of their 
congregation. They are not on 
the sidelines; they offer Jesus 
wherever he is most needed in 
their city.

MISSIONAL OUTREACH 
  IS NOT JUST A STRATEGY; IT IS THE 
RESULT OF CHRIST-LIKE
      LOVE, OR HOLINESS.
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by Tricia Rife

“The heart of the 
person is the heart 
of the matter.”

This is Rev. Al Goracke’s motto, and 

the people of Kingswood Church in 

Blaine, Minn., have adopted it too. 

 It has not always been so. “Pastor Al,” lead pastor at Kingswood and also 
district superintendent of the Illinois District, has always wanted people to 

know Jesus in his fifteen years of ministry. But he is quick to admit that, in the 
past, his priorities sometimes got sidetracked. 

 A few years ago, Kingswood grew numerically as the church hosted big events and 
lots of dinners. Al calls that an “attraction model” of ministry. 

 “When the economy took a dive in 2008, our church attendance dropped 25 percent,” said Al. 
The money was no longer there to fund the church’s big events and he regretted that he had become 
so dependent on attraction ministries. 
 The situation and the losses humbled and changed him. What followed was a deeper relationship 
and love for Christ, a deeper personal holiness. Outwardly, he began to truly love others, all others, 
in a new way. His heart change became contagious. As he surrendered his ambitions as to how the 
church should look and operate, his members noticed. 
 Pastor Al’s heart burned for the mission of reaching the lost and serving others. In 2010, 
Kingswood opened Hope for the Community, the largest food shelf in the county. Loving others is 
reflected through feeding five hundred families each week with ten tons of food. 

 “Reaching out in love and providing hope to others has changed me, but it has 
also corporately and spiritually changed Kingswood Church,” said Al. And they are 
growing numerically again–even when, ironically, that hasn’t been the main focus. 
 “This is a personal story, but it’s also corporate holiness,” he said. “I could not 
lead people where I had not been. As a pastor, if you try to take people on a holiness 
journey and you haven’t truly experienced it, it’s not going to happen.” 

“This is a personal story, but 
it's also corporate holiness. 

I could not lead people 
where I had not been.” 

Vision
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Skipping 
Samaria
I love the smell of possible 

redemption. What does 

your community 

smell like? 

My church 

smells—and I’m 

not referring 

to a “fragrant 

offering” or 

“pleasing 

aroma.” It’s the 

smell of raw 

humanity.

by Christy Lipscomb

Rev. Christy Lipscomb is co-pastor of City Life 
Church in Grand Rapids, Mich., and assistant district 
superintendant of the West Michigan District.
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There is the smell of Dale, a homeless man who goes many 
days without showering. There is the breath of Alice who 
came to church drunk. And some Sundays the smell of stale 
cigarettes permeates the morning worship. I love this, not 
because I enjoy cigarette smoke or the odor of perspiration, 
but because we are a broken, dirty, messed up, odorous group 
of people gathered together for the purpose of finding Jesus.
 I have the privilege of pastoring an inner city church. 
One large segment of our church consists of people currently 
in rehab programs for drug and alcohol abuse. Another 
group is made up of low-income families who live precarious 
lives—always on the edge of emotional breakdown, financial 
breakdown, or some other extreme stress. A third segment 
of the church tends to be a bit more stable: middle class 
individuals and families. The congregation includes whites, 
Blacks, and Latinos. This is my Samaria. 
 Jesus tells us to go to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). At the “ends of the earth” 
are different and exotic languages and cultures. And in my 
Jerusalem and Judea, I find my own people, my language and 
culture. So, what about Samaria? 
 At the time of Jesus in Israel, the Jews did not associate 
with the Samaritans, even though they were neighbors. 
Samaritans were the mixed-race outsiders. Their worship was 
all wrong, their morals were questionable, and their culture was 
distasteful. In other words, to a Jew, Samaria smelled. 
 Jesus’ decision to travel through Samaria—where he met 
with the woman at the well, among others—was remarkable. 
Like most Jews, we tend to skip our “Samarias,” don’t we? But 
we are commissioned by Christ to go and make disciples in 
Samaria just as surely as the ends of the earth. 
 What exactly are we to do? Jesus repeatedly sent his 
disciples out to do ministry, and he gave them instructions 
to do three things. At least a dozen times in the Gospels, his 
sending message is to preach the gospel, heal the sick, and cast 
out demons. As the sent-forth church, we are commanded by 
Christ to go to Samaria, preaching, healing, and casting out 
demons. We can do other good things, but this is the command 
of Christ. 

Preaching in Samaria
 Preaching is to be a supernatural act that counters 
opposition—a demonstration of the Spirit at work. What 
does preaching in Samaria look like? Among other things, it 
must speak to societal evil. When the Apostle Paul mentions 
“principalities and powers,” he is including socio-political 
structures, like government or culture. Christians fight for 
God’s kingdom in these structures, as well as at a personal level.
 We confront the principalities and powers with courage 
and grace. We preach about taboo topics like sex, AIDS, 
divorce, polygamy, and immigration. The Enemy would love to 
keep the church silent on these unmentionable topics. But Jesus 
sets us free! Our speaking out in the silence opens doors. 

“The Samaritans’ worship 
was wrong, their morals 
questionable, and their 

culture distasteful.”

Feature
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 It takes courage to preach the confrontational message of 
social holiness. But it also takes great grace, because we must 
relate to each person with the tenderness of the Savior. If we 
speak words that reveal guilt, we cannot fail to offer the words 
of living water and forgiveness that restore dignity and hope. 
 My church has been located in an area of our city known 
for prostitution. In our part of town, the police turn a blind 
eye to prostitution or drug trafficking. Prostitutes will be 
arrested in the better parts of town, but they are unofficially 
allowed to operate more freely in the part of town where my 
church is located. This is an unjust and evil system. 
 I first met Mary, a prostitute, one Sunday morning before 
service when I invited her in from the street for a cup of coffee. 
She looked at me and said, “You know what I’m doing here, 
right? You’re not stupid, are you?” I replied, “I know what 
you’re doing. I just thought you’d like some coffee.” 
To my surprise, about half an hour later, Mary 
came in. As time went on, she would come 
for coffee and refreshments and people 
would call out “Hi, Mary!” She thrived 
on the attention and started to 
attend parts of the worship service. 
 Months went by, and 
Mary was arrested for drug 
possession. I visited her in jail. 
We talked about her lifestyle 
and her developing relationship 
with God. I shared with her the 
story of the prophet Hosea and 
his prostitute wife, and I told 
Mary how much God loved her 
and that he would never give up 
on her. I preach often, but there 
was something about sitting in jail 
with Mary and telling the story of 
Hosea and Gomer that felt like preaching 
on another supernatural level, pushing 
against Satan’s chains. 
 Jesus has sent us to preach to Samaria. We need 
Holy Spirit-infused good news for people who need living 
water. Are you preaching to Samaria? Or are you tempted, like 
most of us, to skip it?

Healing in Samaria
 The second thing Jesus sends us to Samaria to do is 
healing. In the New Testament, the word “salvation” means to 
save, rescue, heal, cure, or restore to health. We are not only 
introducing people to the giver of eternal life, but also to the 
Healer, Jesus Christ. Salvation is more than a ticket to heaven; 
it is the pathway to a new, whole life. 
 John Wesley had a fascination with physical health. His 
medical guide, Primitive Physik: Or, an Easy and Natural 
Method for Curing Most Diseases, was highly popular. 
Professional medical care in his day was only affordable for 

the wealthy. Wesley was highly educated and aware of the 
medical knowledge of his day. He wrote the practical guide 
for those who couldn’t afford doctors. 
 There are several accounts of supernatural healing in 
Wesley’s Journal. One of his friends, Mr. Meyrick, became 
sick and comatose. When Wesley went to check on him, 
Meyrick’s pulse was gone. Wesley and several friends 

immediately prayed, and before their prayer was over, 
Meyrick’s speech and sense had returned. Wesley 

wrote: “Let us examine the gift of healing. I have 
frequently said that it is not a sin to be sick 

or to die. It is, however, a sin for sickness 
and death to go unchallenged because 

there is no one to pray.”
 As we seek avenues for the gospel 
to penetrate our communities, health 
is one of those avenues. Both in 
practical and supernatural ways, we 
should seek to demonstrate the love 
and power of God. 
 What are the sicknesses of our 
Samarias? Often there is horrible 

nutrition. Some of us have Samarias 
with unclean water or nearby toxic 

dumps. The Lord cares about these. We 
are embodied people and our physical 

createdness is God’s design. When we 
neglect to bring good news of healing to 

Samaria, we leave out one of Jesus’ most dynamic 
messages of salvation.

 Jack is a younger white man with a felony history. He 
burned down an apartment complex while drunk. Shortly 
after he was released from jail, Jack found our church. He 
became one of our church leaders. Matthew is a Black man 
and a single dad with three kids. Matthew has diabetes and 
went for kidney dialysis several times a week. He struggled 
to walk, had braces on his feet, and used a cane. He never 
complained, but life for this military veteran was not easy.  
He needed a new kidney.
 This is a picture of healing on several levels: Jack 
offered to be tested to see if he was a match to be a donor 
for Matthew. Incredibly, he was. Jack’s gifting of a kidney is 
another example of healing in God’s kingdom.
 Are you looking for ways to be an agent of healing? 
Not only to heal yourselves and your Jerusalem, but are 
you looking for ways to heal Samaria? Or are you skipping 
Samaria?

“The need to restore health 
is an avenue for the gospel to 
penetrate our communities.”

“SALVATION IS NOT 

ONLY FOR HEAVEN; 
it’s the pathway 
to a new, whole 

life here.”
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Casting Out Demons in Samaria
 Jesus also sent us to cast out demons. One needs to avoid the extreme 
of having an unhealthy fascination with spiritual warfare at every turn. 
Yet, realistically, the Enemy is clearly at work and can be defeated through 
the prayers of God’s faithful.
 Spiritual warfare against the Enemy was not “popular” in Wesley’s 
day. Yet he had a surprising amount to say on this topic. He noted that 
“God alone can cast out Satan—but is usually pleased to do it through 
man. And God chooses the weak to confound the mighty” (Works, 5:484). 
 Casting out demons is another form of confronting evil. I see 
the power of hell wreaking havoc through the enslaving practice of 
prostitution and through drug addictions that drag the soul and body 
down to practically nothing. We have had multiple suicide drug overdoses 
in my church. I know we are not merely dealing with a person’s willpower 
or a need for people to be “more committed” to Christ. 
 We need an unwavering faith that God’s power is present in us 
and through us. Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading about when to 
confront evil verbally and directly with the power of prayer and with 
God’s presence. 
 One of the few things Jews and Samaritans had in common was their 
distaste for each other. There are few demonic powers as insidious as 
ethnic hatred. One of our recurring prayers should be toward casting out 
this deception of the Enemy. 
 We follow Jesus in acting against ethnic divisions by where we 
choose to live, by extending our hands in love, by the style of music we 
use in worship, the language we use in our sermons, and the friendships 
we intentionally build. Does your church clearly love and embrace 
Samaritans? Do you have any real friendships with Samaritans? Or are 
you tempted to skip Samaria?

Holiness in Samaria
 Holiness includes the idea of being different, being “set apart.” But 
the purpose of this “set apartness” is not to isolate ourselves from society. 
Holiness is designed to move us—we are impelled by the active love of 
Christ. And he moves us to serve in places like Samaria. It might not be 
convenient or comfortable. It will be costly. Following Jesus through and 
to Samaria may require supernatural power that you do not have, perhaps 
because you have not prayed. 

 When will we go to Samaria? Or, a good question for 
The Wesleyan Church: When will we go back to Samaria? 

When did we start skipping Samaria? The Wesleyan 
Church will be truest to God and to itself, and it will 

be strongest, when we go to Samaria. 
 I may never learn to love the smells of 
Samaria—but as we live out the holiness and love 
of Christ, he imparts new aromas. The aroma of 
redemption is always sweet to those whom God 
has made holy.

“But thanks be to God, who in Christ always 
leads us in triumphal procession, and through 

us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him 
everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of Christ to 

God among those who are being saved and among 
those who are perishing...” 2 Corinthians 2:14-15 ESV

“One of our recurring 
prayers should be 

toward casting out 
the insidious power 
of ethnic hatred.” 

“The Wesleyan 
Church will be 

truest to God and to 
itself when we go to 

Samaria.”
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he Eastern New York/New England 
District of The Wesleyan Church 
is a historic district, comprised of 

some of the most venerable churches in the 
denomination. Unfortunately, in recent decades, 
the district has experienced considerable decline 
alongside the measurable spiritual decline of this 
region of the country. 
 According to a 2013 Barna Group report on 
“post-Christian” attitudes in the United States, 
eight out of the top ten most post-Christian cities 
in the nation are located in New England and New 
York. In this study, post-Christian people do not 
attend church and generally find faith in God to 
be unimportant in their lives. 
 The #1 ranked post-Christian city in the 
nation is the Albany-Schenectady, NY metroplex, 
with 63% of the population reported to be 
post-Christian. Remarkably, one of the fastest 
growing Wesleyan churches in the district is 
Fusion Community Church in nearby Cobleskill, 
N.Y. Pastored by Rev. Andrew Fetter, the church 
averaged 171 in attendance in 2009 but today 
averages over 350 and is growing. 
 There are no Wesleyan mega-churches in the 
district, but they are undergoing positive changes 
in ministry philosophy. It is no overstatement to 
say that many of the pastors and churches have a 
new optimism, are developing new ministries and 
growth patterns, and are seeing more people in 
their communities turning to Jesus Christ.

How changing church 
culture is winning 
disciples... What happened? A few years ago, Rev. Paul James 

accepted the assignment to serve as district superintendent. 
An experienced Wesleyan pastor and district leader, he had 
nonetheless never taken on a leadership challenge quite like 
this: a district of about forty-five churches that were mostly 
very small, declining, pessimistic, and situated in some of 
the least spiritually responsive areas of the country. He wisely 
took a year to assess the situation, pray, get to know his 
people better, and build trust. He read everything he could 
lay his hands on that would offer hope in this type of ministry 
environment.
 When Rev. James began reading Paul D. Borden’s books, 
especially Assaulting the Gates: Aiming All God’s People at 
the Mission Field, he knew he had found at least a part of 
the answer. Many of the churches needed to make a radical 
change from an inward to an outward focus. Instead of 
catering to the needs of their own members, they needed a 
transformation that empowered them to embrace the role of 
Christ-like servants in their communities. 

Often, outside help is needed to build the expertise, the 
confidence, and the spiritual willingness necessary to bring 
about this kind of transformation. Rev. James contacted Paul 
Borden and together with other district leaders, developed 
a plan called the District Transformation Project (DTP). 
Over the last three years, two dozen churches have had 
“consultation weekends” in which outside experts worked with 
pastors and their local church leaders to offer a prescription 
for change. Each prescription identifies five strengths a church 
already has and can build upon. Then it offers five important 
changes that must take place for the church to turn around 
and more effectively reach its community with the love and 
message of Jesus Christ. The church attendees must then vote 
positively to adopt the prescription.

...a radical shift from 
inward to outward.

Watch Video
 www.wesleyan.org/videos

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://youtu.be/ObsEvdn7-Uc
http://www.wphonline.com/product.asp?sku=9781426702204
http://www.wphonline.com/product.asp?sku=9781426702204
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Rev. Russell “Rusty” Bissell is pastor of 
Cornerstone Wesleyan Church in Heuvelton, N.Y. He 
returned to the district a year ago after having served 
elsewhere. He remarked that the optimism of pastors is 
like “night and day” compared with the former district 
culture. Cornerstone is reaching out into its community 
through organizations like the fire department, the 
school, men’s and women’s recovery ministries, and 
various connection groups. As the church honors 
Christ’s Great Commission, the altars fill with people 
each week and seekers are finding Christ.

Rev. Juanita Brooks has been pastor of 
Brandon Center Wesleyan Church in North Bangor, 
N.Y., for twelve years. Her husband is also an ordained 
minister and serves as executive director of Hospice. 
The church meets in an old 40 x 30 foot building that 
was purchased for one dollar and housed no bathroom. 
Beginning with only ten people, they now conduct 
two services and over sixty people are being served 
in the quaint, rural community. Virtually all of them 
come from non-Christian backgrounds. Juanita’s 
outward focus inspires her to participate in county food 
pantries, host community potluck dinners, and initiate 
other effective community projects. As a result of the 
consultation weekend, the church is now in a building 
project that will see them double in size. 
 One of the main features of a church that is a 

servant of the community is the way that the 
facility is used. Instead of having pews, 

most of the churches in the district 
now have flexible seating so the 

sanctuary can also be used for 
a meeting hall and activity 
center for the community. 
This is especially important 
in smaller towns and rural 
areas where the church can 
once again become a physical, 

psychological, and spiritual 
center of the town.

Rev. Norm Mesel, pastor of Turnpike Wesleyan 
Church in Plattsburg, N.Y., says the prescription helped 
their church transition from slow change to more 
dramatic change that would have taken many years to 
accomplish. He believes the culture of local churches 
must change if transformation is to occur. For example, 
a church might have a great mission statement about 
making disciples, but if the culture is inwardly focused, 
not much will happen. Norm remembers hearing that 
“culture eats mission and vision for breakfast!” After 
his church began to experience true change, their new 
vision statement had a different feel: “A place of hope 
and healing—a place to call home.” Norm is excited that 
there are now many adults seizing opportunities to be 
vivid, active witnesses for Christ. 

Rev. Dean Brown is lead pastor at Vantage 
Pointe Church in Queensbury, N.Y. When he began 
his ministry at Ridge Road Wesleyan Church, the 
congregation was divided and lacked vision. New people 
didn’t stay and the church was spiraling down. After a 
2011 consultation weekend, the congregation closed its 
doors and re-launched a new church—now called 
Vantage Pointe. Whereas only one person 
came to Christ in 2011, twelve people came 
to faith in 2012, and in 2013, it increased 
to twenty-three. The people have caught 
the vision for outreach. The community 
Easter Extravaganza saw 2,400 attend 
and there were 800 at the fall “Trunk 
or Treat” event. New people are now 
attending and staying. They are now 
seeing that, “From His Vantage Pointe, 
Anything is Possible!”

Instead of catering first to the 
needs of our own members...

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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Rev. Dick Osborne is pastor of the Wesleyan 
church in the twin villages of Hadley and Luzerne, N.Y. 
Following the consultation weekend, 80% of the people 
were in favor of the District Transformation Project. While 
some members took a “wait and see” posture, the first year 
following the consultation saw the church grow by 30%. 
This seemed to validate the process, with nearly everyone 
now supporting it. Like many of the churches, there is a lot 
of outreach planned around community events. One way 
they engage their community is by providing backpacks full 
of supplies for school kids living in poverty. New people 
are coming to all of their services. Prayer for people is a 
major foundation for loving outreach. Rev. Osborne said 
the church prays for the unsaved by name. At the foot of 
the church cross are 700 names of people who are regularly 
being prayed for.

Rev. Andrew Fetter, pastor of Fusion 
Community Church in Cobleskill, N.Y., connects monthly 
with new guests through a “Starting Point Café,” where 
pastors and leaders share in more detail the reasons their 
church exists. The café is hosted by him at his home and 
averages over forty new people most months. He sees 
going beyond the church facility and into the community 
as a great way to make new connections. One of their 
most successful Sundays was called “Local Heroes Honor 
Sunday.” The team did their research and found many 
people whose public service made them worthy of special 
honor—medical personnel, educators, active military 
and veterans, and others. It became a significant day in 
the life of the church and community and a record high 
attendance day, too.
 Andrew realizes that vision drives ministry, but “in 
the church community, vision leaks—leaders have to 
continually work to keep it renewed.” In that vein, he 
and most of the pastors are grateful for the opportunity 
to spend one day together each month with District 
Superintendent James. Rev. James calls the monthly 
gatherings “Success University.” The pastors read inspiring 
new books together and discuss the application to their 
ministries. Each one gives a verbal report on what is 
happening and high accountability is a hallmark of 
the process. They mentor each other, share ideas, and 
experience great camaraderie while being challenged and 
renewed each month. Each one works to support his or her 
fellow pastors so that no one is left behind or is let down. 
The Success University is an important part of why this is a 
successful team of district pastors.

Have all of the churches participated 
in the consultation process? Not yet. But 
most of the churches have taken the first big steps in their 
transformation journeys. After decades of decline, new, 
positive trends have emerged. It is exciting to see dozens 
of healthy churches enthusiastic about moving out in 
Christ-like, generous service to their communities. Church 
growth takes place, and best of all, hundreds of people 
are finding Jesus Christ. If this can happen in the most 
spiritually unreceptive environment in the nation, one 
thinks it could happen anywhere!

...we adopt the 

role of Christ-like 

servants in our 

communities as a  

higher priority.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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by David Drury

EMPOWERING PEOPLE
Make and freeze meals alongside those in need
Community garden: teach others to plant, harvest, & share
Offer ESL (English as a Second Language) classes
Teach car maintenance
Teach kids to fix bicycles
Offer biblical finance classes
Teach Spanish or other secondary local languages

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

GENEROUS LIVING
Provide coins at laundromats
Give to relief efforts for those in desperate times
Keep a guest room occupied
Provide transportation
Put together holiday meal packages for families in need
Give baby care items to pregnant teens and others in need
Make it easy for the community to use church facilities
Fill backpacks with school supplies for needy kids

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

MEETING NEEDS
Clothing drives
Set up a group home or serve there
Sponsor newly arriving immigrants 
Assist Native communities
Free medical screening days
Open a church facility overnight for the homeless
Open or partner at a community food & essentials pantry
Assist neighbors/victims after storms

37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

CARING COMPASSION
Offer marriage/family counseling
Local hotline for key needs
Sit with people during chemo or other medical situations
Support and traning for mental illness
Depression support groups
Recovery programs
Combat human trafficking

16
17
18
19
20
21
22

INTENTIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
Police and firefighters
Salvation Army and rescue missions
Community centers 
Neighborhood associations
School administration
Health and Human Services

45
46
47
48
49
50

SPECIAL SPACES
Use church facility as a safe place for at-risk kids after school
Religious instruction in public school arrangements
Convert the old parsonage into a need-meeting station
Organize a kid/parent breakfast at school 
Let neighborhood use church parking lot for block party
Host art show with community and school artists
Be generous in making church available for weddings, etc.

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
Befriend someone trapped in poverty
Have a conversation with anyone you give something to
Encourage schoolteachers and first-responders
Host a meal for veterans
Visit shut-ins
Food night at church (visitors eat free!)
Recruit foster/adoptive parents

30
31
32
33
34
35
36

IDEAS50
We are seeing God transform lives, churches, and 
communities with the hope and holiness of Jesus Christ 
in The Wesleyan Church. What are some practical ways we 
can offer hope in his name? How is an intentionally missional 
holiness applied in our hurting local communities?

We’ve asked pastors and laypeople and received scores of 
ideas for demonstrating love and hope in Christ. Which of 
these do you already do and which ones could you start? 
Let us know what you would add to the list!

INTO YOUR
Community
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price, investing in the community, instead of 
exploiting a hurting neighborhood. God has 
blessed us in so many ways for this obedience. 
 Why not redeem one of the empty church 
buildings whose crumbling façades seemed to 
cry out for a caring congregation’s reclamation?  
Their tragic histories seem to follow them. 
Why not recover one of the over 100 schools 
that have been closed, leaving abandoned, 
dangerous voids? We were outsiders, locked out 
of the insider deals that it took to acquire one 
of the public schools. So God blessed us with 
an office building on 7 Mile Road at Birwood 
Street. Little did we know that Birwood Street 

had been the racial divide between black 
and white. A block wall had been built down 
this street in the 1940’s to satisfy FHA loan 
programs that kept black families locked out 
of the opportunities available on the east side 
of Birwood. God gave us what has become 
the Wesley Community Center to be a bridge, 
a place for healing, a place for “unlocking 
neighborhood access to opportunity.” That is 
the mission statement we developed for the East 
Michigan Christian Community Development 

WE PAID A FAIR 

MARKET PRICE, 

INSTEAD OF 

EXPLOITING A HURTING 

NEIGHBORHOOD.

WE TRY TO 
PROMISE LITTLE 
BUT DELIVER BIG 
ON A MULTITUDE 
OF PROGRAMS.

BY MARK 
JUDKINS

“Detroit Hustles Harder” and “Detroit vs. 
Everybody” are a couple of the new slogans 
we see on T-shirts here in Detroit. In the 
largest city ever to file for U.S. bankruptcy 
protection, people are desperate for hope. 

Slogans like these seem to bring us together and give us a little more 
confidence. Bankruptcy is not the city’s biggest challenge. Poor schools, 
bad government, poorly managed public safety, the transfer of American 
manufacturing to the Far East, and many others factors contribute to that 
brokenness. God hears the cries of broken people and responds in ways that 
aren’t obvious to those outside Detroit.
 There are almost 4,000 churches in the city of Detroit, more than 200 for 
sale, and hundreds more crumbling under the weight of neglect and poor 
leadership. Healthy church partnerships are scarce. That is part of the reason 
The Wesleyan Church has developed an “urban urgency” policy and the Hope 
and Holiness Trust.
 With more than 150 Wesleyan churches in Michigan, none existed in 
Detroit, the state’s largest city. East Michigan District Superintendent Richard 
Meeks had Detroit’s 800,000 people on his radar. But the challenge remained: 
How can we join what God is already doing in Detroit? In December 2010, 
after many prayer drives, prayer walks, and God-directed investigations, 
the East Michigan District purchased a 27,000 square foot office building in 
the most densely populated neighborhood of the city. We paid a fair market 

GODGOD     in Detroit

JOINING

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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Teaching

HAVING A SPIRIT 
OF FEAR MAKES 
ONE MISS SEEING 
WHAT GOD IS 
DOING.

Association (CCDA), the non-profit that 
runs our programs.
 Everywhere in Detroit today, slogans, 
slick marketing, and phony promises offer 
false hope. At the Wesley Community 
Center, we try to promise little but 
deliver big on our programs. After-
school youth programs, senior citizens 
programs, summer youth programs with 
art, drama and sports, a client choice 
pantry, monthly grocery distribution, 
job training programs, computer lab, 
resale shop, Christmas toy shop, urban 
gardening, urban immersions, internships, 
and community programs are just some 
of the multitude of services we offer 
through East Michigan CCDA. So far, 
we are employing seven people from the 
local community, part-time. Every month 
hundreds of volunteers provide over 1,000 
hours of service in these programs. The 
Wesley Community Center gives people a 
place to learn and overcome the walls that 
divide people. Visitors learn to look at our 
community through the lens of love and to 
extinguish the spirit of fear. 
 If a visitor comes with a spirit of fear, 
they will miss seeing all the great things 
God is doing in this neighborhood. They 
see the burned-out buildings instead of 
the beautiful home next door, cared for 
by an 80-year citizen of our community. 
They don’t see a wonderful group of young 
people made in the image of God: instead, 
they see a bunch of gang-banging 
troublemakers. 
 We fund these programs and jobs 
through individual, public, church, and 
corporate grants or donations. While they 
provide access to many new opportunities, 
we know there is only one thing we offer 
that is worthy of our entire hope. That is 

reconciliation to God through faith in 
Jesus Christ as our Savior. Real hope 
comes through being part of the bride of 
Christ, the Church. 
 We are launching a church at the 
center called Wesleyan Community 
Church – Detroit. Our mission is 
“Serving Our World – Honoring Our 
God – Loving Our Neighbors.” We 
currently have youth group meetings 
on Monday and Wednesday evenings 
and a Bible study on Thursday evenings. 
Eventually, we will develop and launch 
Sunday worship events. That will depend 
upon God’s timing, but the community 
is already asking for it, and that is a good 
base on which to build. Currently I use 
that time to preach at other churches 
to raise support for the community 
center. More workers will need to come 
alongside us for Sunday services to occur. 
Two staff members have already indicated 
receiving a call to ministry at WCC-D 
and many young people are being trained 
to be future leaders.  
 There are ways Wesleyans across the 
Church can help us provide real hope in 
Detroit. We need prayer partners to ask 
God to remove the obstacles that are in 
our way. We need prayer for the hurting 
people in our community and for the 
resources to meet their needs. Please 
pray for strength and wisdom for me to 
meet the challenges of being both pastor 
and community center director. My wife 
Janise is presently the executive pastor 
at a suburban church, our daughter Kyla 
and son-in-law Luke are in college, as is 
our other daughter, Michaela.
 We have a place for friends and 
supporters of this ministry to volunteer at 
the center for a day, weekend, 

week, several months, or longer, 
through work projects, urban 
immersions, internships, and bi-
vocational ministry opportunities.

CONTACT US

EAST MICHIGAN CCDA
10421 W. 7 MILE RD.
DETROIT, MI 48221

313-397-6375

EastMichiganCCDA@gmail.com

facebook.com/mark.judkins.5

Thank you for considering 
joining God in offering real 
hope to North America’s 
most hurting city.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://www.facebook.com/mark.judkins.5
mailto:EastMichiganCCDA@gmail.com
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By Tricia Rife

TYPHOON HAIYAN WAS ONE OF THE TWO 
STRONGEST STORMS TO MAKE LANDFALL 
ANYWHERE IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD. 

Weeks have passed since catastrophic Typhoon Haiyan hit the 
Philippines, and the effects of the second-strongest cyclone to hit land 
anywhere in recorded history are still being felt on the island. 
 More than 6,100 people have been killed and as many as 4.4 million 
have been displaced from their homes. Over 1,700 are still missing. Many 
are experiencing hunger, fuel is scarce making food and resource deliveries 
slow, and communication connections are non-existent in some areas. The 
death toll could still rise in weeks to come, as many deal with diseases and 
malnutrition linked to the horrific natural disaster. 
 Because of the desperate needs facing Filipinos, The Wesleyan Church 
has stepped in to help. Wesleyans have had a strong presence in the 
Philippines since before World War II. Since 1972, The Wesleyan Church of 
the Philippines has been a dynamic and growing General Conference, with 
several hundred churches throughout the country. Dr. Alberto Patacsil 
currently serves as General Superintendent. 
 The Philippine Wesleyan Church has established three central 
points of disaster relief and recovery: northern Cebu Island in the city of 
Medellin; Tacloban City on Leyte Island; and Samar, an island north of 
Leyte. Reports show that Samar suffered great devastation, but since the 
area is more remote, it has not received as much attention as others. 
 Financial gifts received via the Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund 
are helping to alleviate suffering. The Wesleyan Church, World Hope 
International, and Church of God officials in the Philippines are 
cooperating in their efforts to provide assistance in relief and rebuilding. 
 Women like Priscilla, who resides in Tacloban (one of the hardest hit 
areas), have received aid in recent weeks. Priscilla has four children, ages 
5-19, and since the storm, her husband has been missing and is presumed 
dead. She has struggled to provide food and the most basic needs for her 
family since her home was reduced to a pile of rubble in the storm. 
 Stories like Priscilla’s are, sadly, extremely common. Reports from 
American volunteer Brett Durbin, founder and executive director of Trash 

Mountain Project, are staggering regarding the 
degree of assistance that will be needed in the 
months to come. Brett and his team traveled 
around the staging areas with Dr. Patacsil and 
other Wesleyan leaders in the Philippines, took the 
opportunity to distribute relief goods, and began 
rebuilding homes. 
 Government aid, international agencies, 
and volunteers of all types have only begun 
to scratch the surface of the need. Wesleyans 
from across North America are invited to join 
in the relief and recovery efforts, which could 
take months or even years. You can serve these 
Filipino Wesleyans and friends in three necessary 
ways: through prayer, giving, and going. Pray 
for needs to be met and lives to be changed, as 
Jesus restores hope to the affected communities. 
Give to the Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund, 
which helps with relief and rebuilding efforts. One 
hundred percent of all funds donated go towards 
helping the victims of the disaster, and finances 
are still needed. Individuals and church groups 
desiring to volunteer and assist in the Philippines 
recovery should call 317.774.7907 or e-mail 
communications@wesleyan.org for more info.

SOME REMOTE AREAS NOT 
RECEIVING MUCH ATTENTION 
ARE BEING HELPED BY THE 
WESLEYAN CHURCH

 The North American Wesleyan Church 
has committed to stand with Dr. Patacsil, the 
Wesleyan pastors and leaders, and churches in 
the Philippines, both in prayer and financial 
assistance. Thank you for your generosity. You 
continue to make a difference, lifting up hope in 
the name of Christ.

FOR REGULAR UPDATES ON RELIEF AND RECOVERY 

EFFORTS VISIT WWW.WESLEYAN.ORG. 

Photo Gallery
www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch

Watch Video
 www.wesleyan.org/videosSuper

Typhoon 

Story

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://youtu.be/W7ch_TM-Zmc
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152072249118449.1073741832.19848703448&type=1&l=36f090dc62
http://www.wesleyan.org
http://www.wesleyan.org/735/emergency-relief-fund-donate
mailto:communications@wesleyan.org
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SOMETIMES THE MOST AUDACIOUS 
DREAMS COME TRUE. In 1958, a 
courageous missionary nurse set up a table 
under a palm frond roof on the island of 
La Gonâve, Haiti, and opened the first 
clinic. Missionary doctors and nurses have 
labored faithfully there for three generations. 
In recent years, the missionary medical 
personnel were replaced by well-trained 
Haitian medical staff. 
 Were it not for the Wesleyan Hospital, 
the 75,000 people who live there would have 
had no adequate medical care. It is 25 miles 
across the open sea to the Haitian mainland. 
 In January, 2010, a terrible earthquake 
struck Haiti, affecting three million people. 
Thousands were crushed in collapsing 
buildings. The hospital was inundated with 
earthquake victims in addition to its regular 
(heavy) load. For a time, they operated in 
tents because of fears of structural instability. 
However, when the rainy season began with 
its wind, rain, and a plague of mosquitoes, 
the patients and staff moved back into the 
outdated and potentially dangerous hospital.
  The leaders could only petition God 
for answers. In ways that only God can 
move, he brought together a Scottish charity 
called Lemon Aid led by Justin Dowds; 
Compassion UK directed by Ian Hamilton; 
the Wesleyan Mission; and other partners 
to provide a whole new, remarkably modern 
hospital. A solar system supplying electricity 
for the entire hospital and mission station 
was designed and built by Justin Charles 
from Lenepe Solar.
 On September 28, 2013, six hundred 
people gathered for the hospital dedication 

A new day for

La Gonâve 

 By Dan and Joy Irvine

that featured 48 inpatient beds, maternity 
and pediatric wards, labs, surgical theatres, 
training rooms, and a dedicated staff. 
General Superintendent Dr. Jo Anne Lyon 
and executive director of Global Partners 
Dr. Dennis Jackson, along with media 
journalists, joined other honored guests.

600 PEOPLE GATHERED 
IN A COLORFUL AND 
JOYOUS HOSPITAL 
DEDICATION. 

 The choirs, orchestra, children’s chorus, 
nurses and other staff in their pressed 
uniforms, a delegation from the Red Cross, 
former and present missionaries, friends 
from partner organizations, and government 
officials led a colorful and joyous assembly. 
The ceremony took place in true Caribbean 
style, with many leaders and guests bringing 
greetings. The keynote address was delivered 
by Wesley Stafford, former president of 
Compassion International. 
 Pray that this will be the beginning of 
a great new day for The Wesleyan Church 
of Haiti and its partners as they seek God’s 
blessing and power for even more audacious 
dreams. 
 Dan and Joy Irvine are long-term 
missionaries with Global Partners in 
Haiti. Dan is also the GP Caribe Atlantic 
Area Director. They are from the Western 
Pennsylvania District.

Photo Gallery
www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch

RECOVERY WILL BE 
A LONG HAUL, AS 

OVER FOUR MILLION 
ARE DISPLACED 

FROM THEIR 
HOMES, AND MANY 

OF THESE HAVE 
LOST ALL THEIR 

POSSESSIONS.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152072249118449.1073741832.19848703448&type=1&l=36f090dc62
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DR. GARY CARR JOINS 
EDUCATION AND CLERGY 
DEVELOPMENT
 
Dr. Gary Carr is a new director in the 
Education and Clergy Development 
Division. Among a range of division 

responsibilities, he is the new associate chaplain endorser for The 
Wesleyan Church. 
 Carr was a highly decorated military chaplain 
(COMMANDER, USN). He pastored at Diamond Springs 
Wesleyan Church in Michigan, then embarked upon active duty 
military chaplain service in 1987, and retired from the Navy at the 
end of 2007. Since then Dr. Carr has served as vice-president 
in charge of global translation operations for the International 
Bible Society, and more recently as vice-president at Southern 
Wesleyan University. Dr. Carr is married to Karen, and they 
have three daughters.

News

Houghton College to 
build huge solar array 
Houghton College and Smart Energy Capital 
have signed an agreement for the college to 
use solar electricity from a 2.5 megawatt solar 
system located on its campus. Houghton College 
will establish one of the largest solar power 
installations in New York State. The energy 
generated by the system will meet over one half of 
the college’s ongoing electricity demands with an 
estimated savings of $1.3 million over the 25-year 
contract. The solar installation will result in an 
instant reduction of 23 percent in greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

OKLAHOMA WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY CELEBRATES 
GROWTH AND BEING DEBT-FREE

Recently, Oklahoma Wesleyan University 
ceremonially burned its “mortgage” to signify 
that it had emerged totally debt-free. This is 
especially remarkable, because in 2002 the 
university had over $7 million in debt, which 
represented over 80 percent of the annual budget 
at that time. 
 At the same time as the university was 
eliminating its indebtedness, it also constructed 
multiple new buildings on its beautiful 
Bartlesville campus. In the past decade the 
student population has nearly doubled. 

New Wesley Seminary 
building dedicated
 
Wesley Seminary dedicated its new $7 million building in a 
ceremony on October 3, 2013.
 The seminary, the first in The Wesleyan Church, began 
offering classes in 2009. Enrollment has already reached 401 
students. Located near the main campus entrance of Indiana 
Wesleyan University in Marion, Ind., it offers Master of Arts and 
Master of Divinity degrees in English and Spanish.
 The two-story building includes 21,000 square feet of floor 
space and was funded, in part, by a $2.5 million gift from the 
Green family that founded the Hobby Lobby stores.
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IWU 
inaugurates 
its ninth 
president, 
expands to 
Australia 

Indiana Wesleyan University inaugurated Dr. David Wright as its 
ninth president on October 4, 2013. About 3,000 attended the event.
 One of Dr. Wright’s stated goals as IWU’s president is to broaden 
its global reach. On the same day he was inaugurated, the IWU 
Board of Trustees voted to authorize the creation of the university’s 
first international campus through the acquisition of Wesley Institute 
in Sydney, Australia. 
 Wesley Institute, Australia’s first and leading Christian arts 
college, is an evangelical, not-for-profit higher education provider. 
Dr. Wright stated, 

“It is our shared vision that the university established in 
Australia will serve the Asia-Pacific region and will enable 
student and faculty exchanges between the region and 
North America.”

Kingswood 
University establishes 
the Buckingham 
Leadership Institute

 

Kingswood University recently announced formation of the Buckingham 
Leadership Institute. Named for its co-founders, Dr. Laurel D. and Mrs. 
Lois Buckingham, the Institute offers programs for maximizing the 
potential of pastors and the organizations they lead.
 Buckingham served as lead pastor of Moncton Wesleyan Church in 
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada, from 1969 to 2013. During that time 
the church grew from an average worship attendance of less than 150 to 
nearly 2,000. 
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CHURCH LEADERS EXPERIENCE 
THE SUMMIT IN THE CAROLINAS
 
Under the direction of the Church Multiplication 
and Discipleship Division, the new health and 
multiplication network, Nitrogen, led the annual 
church health and multiplication conference into 
the mission field of North America. Known as 
the Summit, the conference allows participants 
to be exposed to the best practices of several 
growing Wesleyan congregations.
 At this year’s Summit, 105 Wesleyan leaders 
from across North America toured church health 
and multiplication sites throughout the South 
Carolina District. The 2014 Summit will take 
place in the Pacific Southwest District.

The New Level Youth 
Leadership Forum kicks off at 
12Stone® Church 
 
Never The Same Camps, Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU), and 
12Stone® Church have partnered together to help develop the next 
generation of Wesleyan leaders through a free, two-year leadership 
training class: The New Level Youth Leadership Forum. The first 
training session was held November 11-12, 2013, at 12Stone® 
Church’s central campus in Lawrenceville, Georgia. The forum 
will meet twice at 12Stone® Church and twice at IWU, with each 
session focusing on one of four types of leadership: relational, 
organizational, self, and platform leadership.

HOUGHTON COLLEGE AND OKLAHOMA 
WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY TO ASSIST STUDENTS 
WITH LOAN REPAYMENT 

Houghton College is believed to be the first and only college in the 
eastern United States to offer a Loan Repayment Assistance Program 
(LRAP) to incoming first year students in the 2014–2015 school 
year. The LRAP will assist or completely repay a student’s loans after 
graduation when the student earns less than $38,000. For those 
earning $20,000 or less, the LRAP reimburses 100 percent of the loan 
payments until the loan is paid in full or that graduate begins to earn 
a higher salary. 
 At the same time, Oklahoma Wesleyan University is offering 
a very similar arrangement to all its incoming students under its 
PURSUE program. It is the only plan of its kind in Oklahoma. 
Through PURSUE, OKWU will also partner with lower-income 
students to assist them in paying back student loans. 

DIGITAL MAG & ENEWS
WESLEYANLIFEONLINE.COM

Southern Wesleyan 
University 
approved for NCAA 
membership
Southern Wesleyan University has started 
the process towards the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) Division 
II membership and to join Conference 
Carolinas, NCAA officials announced 
recently.
 Achieving full NCAA Division II 
membership typically takes three years. 
SWU will spend two years in candidacy 
status and one year as a provisional member 
before gaining full membership status. The 
earliest SWU can become a full member is 
the 2016-17 academic year.
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HOUGHTON COLLEGE, 
INDIANA WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY ESTABLISH 
PARTNERSHIP 
AGREEMENT
 
Houghton College president, Shirley 
Mullen, and Indiana Wesleyan 
University president, David 
Wright, signed a memorandum of 
understanding on November 18, 
2013, indicating their intention 
to explore a partnership, drawing 
on each other’s strengths. This is 
the first such agreement among 
educational institutions owned by 
The Wesleyan Church.
  “Our proposed partnership 
with Indiana Wesleyan University 
reflects one of the ways institutions 
are preparing for the changing 
environment in higher education,” 
said President Mullen. 
  “Houghton has done great work 
developing service learning classes, 
student services, and programs to 
serve international students,” said 
President Wright, “and we want to 
learn from them.”

Called to 
Heaven 
Mindy 
Cartwright 
Dunn 
Jesus called Melinda “Mindy” 
Cartwright Dunn, age 44, home to 
heaven on November 4, 2013, after 
a two-year battle with cancer. She 
was married to Rev. Dr. James “Jim” A. Dunn, executive director of Church 
Multiplication and Discipleship for The Wesleyan Church. Mindy was a 
social worker and an active volunteer in her community. She is survived by 
her husband, one son, Caleb; a daughter, Courtney; her mother, Carolyn 
(Finke) Cartwright; one sister; and one brother.

John Lyon 
appointed CEO 
of World Hope 
International

 
The Board of 
Directors of World 
Hope International 
(WHI) recently 
appointed John 
Lyon as president 
and CEO. Lyon 
succeeds Dr. Thomas 
E. Armiger, who 
accepted a position 

as lead pastor of a Wesleyan church in 
Fort Myers, Florida.
 Previously, Lyon served as WHI’s 
Vice President of Programs. He 
also served four years on the WHI 
board, and as a volunteer for over 13 
years. As a volunteer, he contributed 
to the building of a primary school 
in Jamaica, redevelopment of the 
Caribbean Wesleyan College in 
Jamaica, and development of water 
and sanitation plans for WHI 
programs in Honduras and Sierra 
Leone. Prior to WHI, Lyon practiced 
law for seven years.  
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Obituaries LAFFERTY, REV. LARRY (60)
Rev. Larry Lafferty lived in Mullens, W.V. He 
was a coal miner called into ministry with 
The Wesleyan Church and ordained in 1989, 
pastoring two churches in West Virginia. He 
was preceded in death by his parents and 
two sisters. Survivors include Teresa, his wife 
of 38 years, two sons, two daughters, two 
sisters, a brother, nine grandchildren, and 
two great-grandchildren.  

LAMAR, REV. LLOYD (88)
Rev. Lloyd Lamar lived in Petersburg, Ind. 
He pastored Petersburg Wesleyan Church for 
29 years, as well as other churches prior to 
his service there. The World War II veteran 
was preceded in death by his wife Ruth and 
a daughter. Survivors include one daughter, 
four sons, and grandchildren.    

MITCHELL, REV. DON (83)  
Rev. Don Mitchell lived in Butler, Mo. He 
began ministry within The Wesleyan Church 
in 1960 and pastored churches in Kansas, 
Colorado, Missouri, and Nebraska. He also 
served as an evangelist for two years. After 
retirement, he served as a visitation pastor 
in a local church. He was preceded in death 
by one brother. Survivors include Mary 
Jane, his wife of 65 years, four sons, nine 
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, 
and a sister.

PHIPPS, LESTON “LES” (71)
Leston “Les” Phipps lived in Battle 
Ground, Wash. A member of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe in Pine Ridge, S.D., 
he served five years as the director of 
Wesleyan Native Ministries (WNM), 
following his father, Rev. Neal Phipps, 
the founder of WNM. Survivors include 
Shirley, his wife of 53 years, two sons, 
two daughters, 10 grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren, one brother, and 
one sister.

SHAFFER, REV. CECIL (99) 
Rev. Cecil Shaffer lived in Intercession 
City, Fla. He was a minister with The 
Wesleyan Church and ministered for 
more than 50 years. Survivors include 
two daughters, a stepdaughter, four 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great-grandchild. 

TAYLOR, REV. GRACE (101)
Rev. Grace Taylor lived in Marlton, N.J. 
She and her husband, Rev. Paul Taylor, 
pastored nine churches and spent 
five years as missionaries. Rev. Taylor 
preceded her in death, after 52 years 
of marriage, as did one son. Survivors 
include six daughters, two sons, 
twenty-eight grandchildren, sixty-three 
great-grandchildren, and twenty-four 
great-great-grandchildren.

GOODMAN, REV. LOUIS (89)
Rev. Louis Goodman lived in Palm Bay, Fla. 
He served as a minister within The Wesleyan 
Church. Survivors include Phyllis, his wife 
of 64 years, two sons, six grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren, and two sisters.   

HINE, ROBERT “BOB” (99) 
Robert “Bob” Hine lived in Lebanon, Ind. He 
was the oldest living alumnus of Frankfort 
Pilgrim College, where he served on the 
board in years past. He also served on the 
board of Clyde Dupin Ministries. Those 
who preceded him in death include his wife 
Margaret and two sisters. Survivors include 
three daughters and five grandchildren. 

JOHNSTON, REV. BILL (89)
Rev. Bill Johnston lived in Boynton Beach, 
Fla. He pastored several Wesleyan churches 
in Pennsylvania and also served as assistant 
district superintendent of the Penn-Jersey 
District for several years. Rev. Johnston 
served as a missionary with Worldwide 
Evangelism Crusade, and, after retirement, 
he served as a pastor in New Jersey. His wife, 
Evelyn, preceded him in death.

 
Three Former District 
Superintendents 
Promoted to Heaven
 
REV. DONALD C. FISHER, age 96, a 
lifelong minister of The Wesleyan Church, 
died October 27, 2013. He pastored Wesleyan 
churches in Ohio and Indiana and was district 
superintendent in Ohio from 1953 to 1963. 

He served on the General Board of the denomination for twenty 
years and was a trustee or trustee emeritus of Indiana Wesleyan 
University for 59 years, the longest-serving trustee in the 
university’s history. His wife of 74 years, Mildred, three sons, two 
daughters, twelve grandchildren, sixteen great grandchildren, and 
a sister survive him.

REV. DONALD C. BOYD, age 79, died November 1, 2013.  
He lived in West Chester, Ohio. He served as a pastor for 28 years 
and a theological professor for 30 years. He pastored Wesleyan 
churches in Ohio, Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, and New York, 
was district superintendent in the Allegheny Conference of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church, and a delegate to the Merging 
General Conference of The Wesleyan Church in 1968. He 
joined the faculty of Asbury Theological Seminary in 1977 until 
his retirement. Survivors include Phyllis, his wife of 60 years, 
three daughters, one son, 11 grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren.

REV. WINFRED JAMES “WJ/WINNIE/WIN” BROWN, 
87, died November 7, 2013. He pastored Wesleyan churches in 
Nebraska and Colorado, served as district superintendent of the 
Colorado-Nebraska District for 15 years, and served on the Board 
of Trustees of Oklahoma Wesleyan University, Bartlesville, OK. 
His wife of 55 years, Esther, preceded him in death. He is survived 
by one son, one daughter, one brother, and five grandchildren.
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What’s your strategy 
for living generously 
this year?

GENEROUS LIVING is here to serve you and all Wesleyan churches.  
Let us come alongside and creatively assist you to invest in Kingdom 
work with the blessings God has given you!

EMAIL OR CALL US TODAY 
GENEROUSLIVING@WESLEYAN.ORG

317.774.3932   /   WWW.WESLEYAN.ORG

What would happen if Christians would 

shift this culture of greed in which we 

live to become a culture of generosity? 

To the point where people would say, 

‘those people are Christian because 

of their generosity.’

 – DR. JO ANNE LYON
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