
JOHN

WESLEY BIBLE STUDIES

wphonline.com



Copyright © 2014 by Wesleyan Publishing House
Published by Wesleyan Publishing House
Indianapolis, Indiana 46250
Printed in the United States of America
ISBN: 978-0-89827-846-0
ISBN (e-book): 978-0-89827-847-7

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy
Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984 by
Biblica, Inc. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
www.zondervan.com. The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks
registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.

Scripture quotations marked (KJV) are taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, KING JAMES
VERSION.

Scripture quotations marked (NRSV) are from the New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Cover image © iStockphoto LP 2013. All rights reserved. Engraving by Gustave
Dore (1832–1883). Jesus asks the Samaritan woman for a draft from the well.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic,
mechanical, photocopy, recording, or any other—except for brief quotations
in printed reviews, without the prior written permission of the publisher.



Introduction 5
1. Incarnation and Salvation
John 1:1–18 7

2. Spiritual Birth
John 3:1–21 16

3. Making Evangelism Personal
John 4:4–26, 39 25

4. The Wholeness of Healing
John 5:1–15 34

5. Responding to Jesus
John 7:25–43 44

6. Time Is Limited—Beware Distractions
John 9:1–12, 28–41 53

7. The Only Way to God
John 10:1–18 62

8. Jesus Gives Life
John 11:1–4, 17–27, 38–44 71

9. Serving as Jesus Served
John 13:1–17 80

10. The Holy Spirit’s Role in God’s Redemption Plan
John 16:5–16 89

11. Overcoming the World
John 17:1–21 98

12. The Significance of the Cross
John 19:16–37 107

13 The Meaning of the Resurrection
John 20:1–18, 30–31 116

Words from Wesley Works Cited 125

CONTENTS





Darkness settles for a long time at the North Pole, where the sun
doesn’t rise from late September until mid-March. But darkness
rested upon Israel even longer. For four hundred years, from the
prophecy of Malachi to the appearance of John the Baptist,
spiritual darkness enveloped Israel. The period is called “the
Silent Years,” because during this time there was no prophetic
communication between God and His people.

TWO MEN NAMED JOHN
But suddenly God broke His silence. He sent John the Baptist

to call Israel to repent. God’s Son, the Light of the World, would
soon shine in the darkness. John confessed he was not the light,
but was only “a witness to the light” (John 1:8). 
Although God sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of the

Lord, He chose John, the Beloved Apostle, to write the gospel of
John. John structured his gospel around several of Jesus’ miracles.
The reason was to show conclusively that Jesus is “the Christ,
the Son of God” and to draw the readers to faith in Jesus. All
who believe in Jesus, the Son of God, receive eternal life (see
John 1:12; 3:14–16; 20:30–31).

MINISTRY OF LIGHT
Wherever Jesus went, He beamed light into darkened souls—

whether it was Nicodemus, a learned Pharisee who came to Him
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by night, or an ostracized Samaritan woman with a bad reputa-
tion, or the men who became His disciples. He spoke about the
new birth; promised living water in response to faith; and iden-
tified himself as the Light of the World; the Door; the way, the
truth, and the life; and the resurrection. 

MORE THAN WORDS
But Jesus supported His words with actions. He healed a man

who had been paralyzed thirty-eight years. He gave sight to a
man who had been blind from birth. He brought Lazarus to life
after he had been dead four days. John’s gospel reports even
more amazing actions than these, but space does not allow this
study to examine all the wonders Jesus performed.

THE OLD RUGGED CROSS
Without a doubt, the clearest demonstration of Jesus’ assault on

darkness took place at the cross. There Jesus, the Light of the
World, hung in darkness, bearing the penalty of our sins so we
would not be left in darkness. Then, three days later, the clearest
demonstration of His sonship took place: He arose and left an
empty tomb. As it says in Romans 1:4, “And who through the Spirit
of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his
resurrection from the dead.”

SHINING THE LIGHT
As we study John’s gospel, our love of Jesus will grow, and

our desire to share the good news will swell. Of course, some
will spurn our message, for people prefer darkness to light
because their deeds are evil (John 3:19), but others may embrace
it gladly. Those who believe in the Son of God will be able to
say, as the healed blind man did, “I was blind but now I see”
(John 9:25).
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It is never pleasant to learn that a store or restaurant has gone
out of business, but if Jesus had not risen from the dead,
churches might just as well hang an “Out of Business” sign on
their doors. They would have nothing to offer anyone—no good
news of salvation, no reason to pray, no possibility of joy and
peace, no power for living, and no hope of eternity. But Jesus
did rise from the dead, and church doors are open for business.
They let us in to be edified and let us out to share the message
of the resurrection with the whole world.
This study will motivate you to joyfully serve the living Savior.

COMMENTARY
Several times during Jesus’ ministry, He prophesied His

coming death and resurrection (Matt. 12:40; 16:21; 17:23; 20:19;
John 2:19; 10:17–18). Though His disciples were slow to understand,
Jesus’ enemies certainly remembered His prediction. After Joseph
of Arimathea and Nicodemus removed Jesus’ body from the cross,
anointed Him with burial spices, and placed Him in a new garden
tomb, the chief priests and Pharisees urged Pilate to post a guard
until the third day to ensure Jesus’ disciples wouldn’t steal the body,
claiming He had risen as He said (Matt. 27:62–66).
Jesus was dead and buried. A large stone lay in front of the

tomb. The stone was sealed with a Roman seal and a guard kept
watch. If it was a Roman guard of four men, they would have

THE MEANING OF THE RESURRECTION
John 20:1–18, 30–31

The indisputable fact of Christ’s resurrection becomes the 
convincing argument for the gospel message.
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been highly trained and heavily armed. If it was a temple guard,
falling asleep while on duty would have been punishable by
death. All indications were that no one could secretly steal away
the body of Jesus. He was there to stay . . . or so they thought!
It is in Matthew that we learn about an early morning earth-

quake and an angel rolling away the stone—not to let Jesus out,
but to let others see that He was already gone. The stunned
guards were paralyzed by their fear. After reporting the event to
the chief priests, they were paid to claim the disciples had stolen
the body while they were sleeping—an absurdity given the facts.
If they were sleeping, how could they possibly know who stole
the body? How could they not be awakened by the commotion?
Why weren’t they being punished for serious dereliction of duty?
The importance of the resurrection cannot be overestimated.

In 1 Corinthians 15:17 and 19, Paul said, “And if Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. . . . If
only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more
than all men.” All of Jesus’ claims to be the only way to the
Father, to be one with God, to be the means of eternal life, are
meaningless without the resurrection. There would be no victory,
no hope. Had the story of Christ ended with the crucifixion, it
would have been dramatic, but final. Jesus would have joined
the ranks of martyrs, but His influence would have been limited
to that of a prophet or teacher. Thankfully, the story doesn’t end
with Jesus’ death on a cross. As we see in John 20, the grave could
not hold Him and death was swallowed up in victory.

Finding the Tomb Empty (John 20:1–9)
It was Sunday morning when these events took place—the

third day. By Jewish reckoning, any portion of a day (which was
measured from sunset to sunset) was counted as a day. Since
Jesus was placed in the tomb on Friday before sunset, Friday was
counted as the first day; Saturday, the second; and the portion
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from sunset Saturday to Sunday morning prior to the rolling away
of the stone, the third. Mary Magdalene alone is mentioned by
John as going to the tomb, and she left while it was still dark
(v. 1). Matthew mentioned two women who left at dawn; Mark
noted three women who arrived after sunrise; and Luke men-
tioned three by name but adds that there were others (Luke
24:10). John was only concerned with Mary and saw no need to
mention the others, but it is evident Mary was not alone from her
use of the word we in 20:2. John’s reference to it still being dark
when Mary left may not be a contradiction at all. John could be
referring to the time the women departed, and in Mark as the time
they arrived, or Mary may have arrived earlier than the rest. It
still seemed dark simply because, as far as the women knew,
Jesus was still dead. The pain and sorrow had not yet been turned
into joy.
Mary and the others were visiting the tomb with spices to

anoint Jesus’ body (Mark 16:1; Luke 24:1). Apparently they had
given no thought as to how they would move the stone to accom-
plish this, but they were driven by devotion to at least try. When
they found the grave empty, Mary immediately ran to tell Peter
and John. It is curious that John quoted Mary as saying, “They
have taken the Lord” (20:2), when according to the other
gospels, she had already been told by an angel that Jesus had risen
from the dead. Maybe in all the confusion, that is all she said—
or maybe that’s all the disciples heard. It’s also possible that Mary
left to tell the disciples the body was missing before seeing any
angel. The other women would have remained and experienced
the proclamation of the angel but would have left to tell the good
news before Peter and John arrived. This would explain why Mary
appeared to be so forlorn (and alone) in the following verses and
why the thought of a resurrection had not yet occurred to her.
The fact that the disciples ran to the tomb, an indication of

strong emotion and urgency, is evidence that they had no part in
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a conspiracy to steal Jesus’ body as the soldiers claimed. Had
they stolen the body while the guard slept, they would have taken
their time getting to the tomb, since they would have already
been aware of what they would find.
It is obvious from this description that John was indeed giving

us an eyewitness account of what happened, offering detailed
information (such as who arrived at the tomb first and who went
in first) that seems of little importance to the plot of the story.
John may have been reluctant to enter the tomb because of the
Mosaic prohibitions of coming into contact with a dead body. The
impetuous Peter had no such reservations, especially since Mary
had already told him the body was not there. The arrangement of
the grave clothes seemed sufficient evidence to cause John to
believe Jesus had risen from the dead, even though he didn’t yet
understand that Scripture pointed to it or that it was an integral
part of God’s plan. The burial cloth that had been placed around
Jesus’ head was separate from the linen. It may have appeared as
if Jesus’ body had simply evaporated, leaving the wrappings
untouched in their previous position. Robbers would not have
taken time to arrange the grave clothes in such a manner; they
would have stolen the body grave clothes and all.

Mary’s Despair (John 20:10–15)
Peter and John returned to the homes they were staying in

while in Jerusalem, but Mary chose to stay near the tomb, wailing
in grief. It is obvious that, even at this point, she still had no idea

WORDS FROM WESLEY

John 20:8

He saw—That the body was not there, and believed—That they
had taken it away as Mary said. (ENNT)
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Christ had risen. You would think the appearance of two angels
would immediately signal that something miraculous had happened
and spark hope. But Mary only repeated what she had told the
disciples: Someone had taken Jesus’ body, and she didn’t know
where they had put Him. Perhaps she thought Joseph of Ari-
mathea and Nicodemus had planned this to be only a temporary
burial place and had taken Jesus after the Sabbath to another
tomb. Or maybe she conjectured that friends or other disciples
had moved Him. She did not seem to notice that they were
angels, possibly because of her tears or her preoccupation with
the whereabouts of Jesus’ body.
Sometimes we look at Mary in amazement and wonder how

she could not recognize Jesus. Since John 20:16 mentions that
she turned toward Him when He spoke her name, it is possible
that here she had just turned momentarily, long enough to discern
the figure of a man, then returned to look at the angels or to con-
tinue grieving. But it could be that she was just unprepared to
recognize Him. She wasn’t expecting Him. Doubt, despair, and
preoccupation with our problems often keep us from recognizing
Jesus’ presence. In all fairness to Mary, Jesus may have had an
altered appearance, either because of the flogging He received
prior to His crucifixion or because of His divine state. Later,
when He appeared to two men on the Emmaus road, they didn’t
recognize Him either, even though their hearts burned within
them as He taught them from the Scriptures. “They were kept
from recognizing him” (Luke 24:16, 32).
Mary assumed the man was the gardener who would have

overseen the care of the tombs. Surely he would have known if
someone had been moving bodies. Mary’s devotion and love for
Jesus here are so apparent. She wanted to know where His body
was so she could go get it—without any thought as to how she
would move the body by herself. That didn’t matter to her. He was
her Lord. She would work out the details after she found Him.
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Mary’s Encounter with the Risen Christ (John 20:16–18)
Of all the friends and disciples, Mary was the first to see the

risen Lord. Maybe it was because she was the most grief-stricken
or most in need of His presence. Or maybe it was because she
was the only one who waited long enough. She was persistently
devoted and refused to leave the garden until she had found Him.
Christ comes to those who wait on Him (Isa. 40:31); God
answers the prayers of the persistent (Luke 18:1–8).
At the mention of her name, Mary’s eyes were opened and

she recognized the One who had been her Teacher. It is highly
probable that Mary’s first thought was that now everything was
back to order. He wanted her to know that things would be dif-
ferent now; she couldn’t hold on to the past. On the other hand,
Mary may have been so fearful of Jesus “disappearing” again
that she wanted to hold on to Him and never let Him go. Jesus
reassured her that He wasn’t going to vanish at any moment. He
was not yet in the state of having ascended to the Father.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

John 20:16

It is the voice of my Beloved,
My fears are fled, my griefs removed,

He calls a sinner by his name,
And He is mine, and His I am!
Jesus by a word made known,
Thee my gracious Lord I own.

My gracious Lord I know, Thou art,
The lawful Master of my heart,
I feel Thy resurrection’s power;
And joyful at Thy feet adore;
Now I only live to prove

Thou art God, and God is love. (PW, vol. 12, 104–105)
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Jesus clearly revealed that His relationship with God was dif-
ferent from hers. He was returning to His and her Father. He didn’t
say “our Father,” because Jesus stands in a unique relationship
with Him. But notice that He called the disciples His brothers
(John 20:17). Romans 8:29 tells us Jesus was the firstborn among
many brothers, and Hebrews 2:11 says we “are of the same family.
So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.”
Mary immediately obeyed the command of her Lord, relaying

what she had seen and heard. Our primary responsibility as dis-
ciples of Christ is to tell the world what we have seen and
heard—to share the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ (see
John 1:14; Acts 4:20; 10:39–43; 1 John 1:1–5; 4:14).

It is interesting that Jesus appeared to Mary and sent her as a
witness to the rest of the disciples. All of the angel appearances
in connection with the resurrection were to women. In the first
century, women had very few rights and even less credibility. In

WORDS FROM WESLEY

John 20:17

But go immediately to my brethren—Thus does He intimate
in the strongest manner the forgiveness of their fault, even without
ever mentioning it. These exquisite touches, which every where
abound in the evangelical writings, show how perfectly Christ
knew our frame. I ascend—He anticipates it in His thoughts, and
so speaks of it as a thing already present. To my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God—This uncommon expression
shows, that the only begotten Son has all kind of fellowship with
God. And a fellowship with God the Father, some way resembling
His own, He bestows upon His brethren. Yet He does not say, Our
God: for no creature can be raised to an equality with Him: but my
God and your God: intimating that the Father is His in a singular
and incommunicable manner; and ours through Him, in such a kind
as a creature is capable of. (ENNT)
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a court of law, women were not considered credible witnesses
and were not even allowed to testify. If the resurrection had been
a fraud, the writers would have devised their stories with men
as the witnesses to offer undeniable proof of Jesus’ resurrection.
But it wasn’t a deception. The Son of God had risen from the
dead and appeared to those who loved and worshiped Him.

The Purpose for John’s Gospel (John 20:30–31)
Many scholars believe John’s gospel originally ended with

20:30–31, and did not include chapter 21. Verses 30–31 sum up
all John had been trying to teach through his account. Of the
several words for miracle used in the Scriptures, John favored
the word translated sign. All the miracles recorded were merely
signs pointing to who Jesus really was (John 10:38; 14:11; Acts
2:22). Their primary purpose was not to impress onlookers with
His power, but to attest to His Sonship and to prompt belief,
thereby making abundant and eternal life a surety. The resurrection
was the crowning miracle that authenticated Christ’s deity. Paul
said in Romans 1:4 that Jesus “was declared with power to be the
Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our
Lord.” Jesus said, “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men to myself” (John 12:32). He came to offer himself
as the atonement for humanity’s sin and to bring us back to God.
Every miracle, including the resurrection, gave proof of who He
was (and is) and what He came to do. They were all meant to draw
people to Christ and to prompt belief.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

John 20:31

But these things are written that ye may believe—That ye may be
confirmed in believing. Faith cometh sometimes by reading; though
ordinarily by hearing. (ENNT)
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DISCUSSION
Although Jesus had predicted His resurrection, His disciples

didn’t anticipate that glorious event. Fear and sadness gripped them
as Jesus’ body lay in a tomb. As you read John 20:1–18, discover
how the good news of Jesus’ resurrection reached the disciples.
1.Why did Mary Magdalene and the other women (Luke 24:1)

go to Jesus’ tomb?
2. How do you explain Mary’s reaction upon finding the tomb

empty?
3. Read Matthew 28:2. What purpose do you believe was served

by the angel rolling away the stone from the tomb?
4. Why did the arrangement of the strips of linen and the burial

cloth cause John to believe Jesus had risen?
5. What did Mary think had happened to Jesus’ body? What

turned her despair into joy? 
6. How does the fact that Jesus rose from the dead impact your

attitudes? Your actions? Your hope? 
7. At first glimpse of Jesus, Mary thought He was the gardener.

Why do you think she made this misidentification?
8. Why did John record some of Jesus’ miracles in his gospel?

PRAYER
Hallelujah! Lord, You have overcome sin through the sacrifice

of Jesus on the cross, and You have overcome death through His
resurrection. Thank You, Lord, for giving all believers the victory
through Jesus Christ!
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