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SpringLife 2009

Small Group Lesson 1 – COME AND SEE
SCRIPTURE FOCUS

John 1:45-46; 2 Corinthians 5:20; Luke 19:10
THEME

We have the opportunity to represent Jesus Christ to a world that is in desperate need of knowing Him.
GOAL

To encourage and empower people to build a list of those they want to influence during the next few weeks towards a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
BREAK THE ICE
Think for just a moment about the different “roles” you have right now in your life.  For instance the different roles in your life might include:
a. I’m a husband/wife

b. I’m a father/mother

c. I’m a son/daughter of _____

d. I’m an aunt/uncle

e. I’m an employee of ______

f. I’m part of the Rotary 

g. I’m a participant in __________ ministry at church

h. I’m a volunteer coach for the basketball team

Take 90 seconds and make a list of these – get together with the person who is sitting directly across from you in the room and share with them the roles you are presently playing out in your life. 

Chances are you have multiple roles – if you were to prioritize them by level of importance (to you), which roles would be in your top 3? 

1) Tell us about an exciting experience that took place in your life or the life of someone close to you within the last 12 months. This can be anything but it should be something that was truly exciting for you. 
For instance, recently this lesson’s author happened to be in Orlando and took his daughters to see the famous Walt Disney castle that’s part of Magic Kingdom. For weeks his daughter couldn’t wait to see the castle with her own eyes. The fateful event took place at night when the castle was all lit up. As they were approaching the Magic Kingdom on the monorail ride, the author’s daughter saw the castle all lit up in multi-colors that immediately caused her face to light up. You would have thought she had just been given a million dollar prize. What she longed to see for weeks was now within eyesight. For days after this she told everyone who would listen about her castle experience. 

How easy is it for you to talk about something exciting that happened to you?

2) Take a moment and think about all the people you come into contact with during a typical day in your life. Think about the barista you see when you get your coffee; the convenience store person you see regularly; the person in the cubicle next to you at work; the neighbors who live in the apartment/house next-door. Now, take 2-3 minutes and try to make a list of all of them. 

Are you surprised by the number of people that are in your life on a daily basis? 

DISCUSS
On Sunday we heard about the story of Phillip and Nathaniel. Let’s remind ourselves of a few of the facts of this story. 

Have someone read John 1:45-49. 

Let’s answer a few questions about this passage:

1. Was Jesus already “aware” of Nathaniel even before Phillip introduced them? (v. 49). 

2. Why should this be important to us? (God is already at work in drawing a person to Himself before we ever get involved – He simply wants to give us the incredible privilege of being used by Him to be an important part of His process of drawing people to Himself). 

3. As the message indicated on Sunday, was Phillip responsible for Nathaniel’s salvation?  Yes or No?

4. Did Phillip answer all of Nathaniel’s questions? (No, Phillip did not answer all of Nathaniel’s questions, he simply invited Nathaniel to experience Jesus like he had – that was enough).

One of the biggest things that keeps people from sharing openly about their relationship with Jesus Christ is the fear of not being able to answer others’ theological questions. What does this passage teach us about this fear? 

Let’s read the following passage:

“…those who become Christians become new persons. They are not the same anymore, for the old life is gone. A new life has begun! All this newness of life is from God, who brought us back to himself through what Christ did. And God has given us the task of reconciling people to him. For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. This is the wonderful message he has given us to tell others. We are Christ's ambassadors. 

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 (NLT)
Think for a moment about the job of being an ambassador. What does an ambassador do? (Represents one country while living in another). What does it mean for us to be an “ambassador” for Christ? 

Let’s say I wanted to learn a skill that I knew very little about. Perhaps there would be things I could learn from a book, but many times training is enhanced when it includes time around someone who is a “master” at the skill I’m wanting to learn. (If there’s time, go around the group and name one skill people would love to learn). 

In the same way we learn a skill from a master, as Christ followers, we learn how to live by focusing on the life of Jesus and applying His priorities to our lives. In Luke 19:10 Jesus stated His one sentence mission statement: 

Indeed, the Son of Man has come to seek and to save people who are lost. 

Luke 19:10

If that was His mission, then as His followers it should be ours as well; yet unfortunately, our life tends to be filled with “worries” about so many other things. What kinds of things tend to take your focus off being Christ’s representative (ambassador) to the world? 

Think for a moment about the list of people you made earlier, how many do you believe may not be in a relationship with Jesus Christ at this point? 

How would your view of them change if you began to see them through the eyes of Jesus? 

APPLY

1. As an ambassador of God, who are the people you can reach out to? 

2. How can you maintain the perspective that you are an ambassador for Christ as you walk through life? 

3. Is there a person in your life who you believe the Holy Spirit is prompting you to get together with in order to help them take a “next step” in their relationship with Jesus Christ, which may be as simple as inviting them to “come and see” about Jesus at a church service?
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