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SpringLife 2009

Small Group Lesson 2- THE ADAPTED METHOD

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

· Main Text: 1 Corinthians 9:22

· Supplemental Texts: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23  & Romans 12:1-8

THEME

Advancing His message may sometimes mean adapting our methods of evangelism. 

Character Study: Paul
GOAL

This lesson will guide the group in understanding who they are as individuals and as a church, in order that they may be better equipped to reach out to their community with Christ’s message of hope, forgiveness, and grace. 

BREAK THE ICE

We, being created in God’s image, have in us a creative spirit. And in the conclusion of this week’s message, we were challenged to ‘creatively’ think of a way to embody Christ in order to reach our neighbor, town, and community. 

Below are two initiatives to awaken our creativity and to begin cultivating creative conversations:

Initiative 1: 


· Resources needed—poster board, magazines, newspapers, other printed materials, glue stick, scissors, markers

· Instructions—Take the materials that have been provided and cut out letters, words, objects, and people creating a collage that expresses how you see your neighbors, town, and/or community.  What things do you notice that others might not see, what people or buildings catch your eye, your emotions, your heart. Once everyone finishes their collage, go around the room and have folks share their ‘masterpiece’!

Initiative 2: 


· Resources needed—paper, markers, and play dough

· Instructions—What talents or gifts do you possess? What interests you (i.e. carpentry, scrap booking, etc.)? With the paper or play dough, write out or form your gift/interest. Each group member is to share his or her word or object.

DISCUSS

1. Now let’s begin where this week’s message ended. The pastor ended the message by challenging us to write down at least one way to embody this message as an individual and as a Church. Do you remember what you wrote down? Since we were told to be creative and keep nothing off limits - share how you (and we) might embody this message. 

2. Paul tells us that he “becomes all things to all people so that by all possible means he might save some, and he does so for the sake of the gospel.” We also see at the end of the verse (v. 23) that part of his perseverance derives from “sharing in its (the gospel’s) blessings.” 

Share from your own experience. Through God’s love and grace, how have you shared in the blessings of living the gospel?

3. Previous to verse 23, we read that Paul makes himself a slave to everyone to win as many as possible (vs. 19).  This is a pretty bold statement. Has Paul submitted to the ways of his culture? If so, to what extent? Discuss. 

Now read Romans 12:1-2. How do these verses (specifically vs. 2b) shed light on Paul’s bold, yet convicting statement? 

4. Because of Paul’s influence, he reached many people for Christ. After all, he was well educated, wrote many letters, preached many sermons, and traveled many thousands of miles proclaiming the gospel message. However, Paul also faced many trials and tribulations. His life was threatened, he escaped assassination attempts, was flogged, stoned, and imprisoned. Yet, his passion and love for Christ drove him to persevere. What trials and tribulations do you face? How might these barriers prevent you from truly sharing the gospel (not just bringing people into our church, but also bringing the Church to the people)?

5. Read Romans 12:3-8. How does this passage reflect the author’s understanding of ‘the body’? How might this passage change the way we think church, do church, and be the church? What would the church (us too, since we are part of the church) look like if this passage were truly lived out? Share.

APPLY

1. Think. Reflect on the original and creative talents and gifts that you have, that your church has, that God has graciously given you. How will you use these talents and gifts to love and reach your neighbors, town, and community? Make a realistic list, called a ‘Be List’, which will express how you will ‘be’ the gospel in the community, ‘sharing in its blessing’!

Example: Maybe ‘John Doe’ is a builder by trade and there are homes near the church that are run down and in need of repair. Designate certain weekends and recruit some folks in the church to assist ‘John Doe’ in simple restoration projects around or in your neighbors’ homes. Be intentional about building relationships and, ultimately, sharing Christ’s love and grace. 

2. Plan. Take your ‘Be List’, full of names and possible evangelistic initiatives, and determine one or two that the Church can begin implementing. Be thoughtful and realistic about your next steps, your end goals, and what needs to happen in order for these evangelistic initiatives to take shape.

3. Pray. Now spend time praying for God’s grace, direction, wisdom and blessing upon each group member, your church, and your community. Seek His unfailing love, His will, His way, and His blessing upon the evangelistic initiatives that have been presented…and, like Paul, may you and your church share in the incredible blessing of the Gospel!


(Possible Prayer Suggestions)

Lord, make me (us) an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 
Where there is injury, pardon 
Where there is doubt, faith, 
Where there is despair, hope, 
Where there is darkness, light, 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, grant that I (we) may not so much 
seek to be consoled as to console, 
not so much to be understood as to understand, 
not so much to be loved, as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
it is in dying that we awake to eternal life.  (St. Francis of Assisi)

You have nothing to do but to save souls. Therefore spend and be spent in this work. And go always not to those who want you, but to those who want you most.  (John Wesley)
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