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SpringLife 2009

Small Group Lesson 3 – GENEROUS HOSPITALITY
SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Matthew 9:9-13; 1 Corinthians 3:5-7; James 1:27

THEME

Generous hospitality is a great way of introducing our friends to Jesus. 

GOAL

Jesus wants to meet your friends; your friends really want to meet (the real) Jesus. The goal of this session is to explore how we can make it happen. 

BREAK THE ICE

1. Six Degrees of Separation 

The theory of six degrees of separation states that everyone in the world is separated by (at most) six steps – or people. Choose a famous person like Hillary Clinton or Regis Philbin and see how many degrees it takes to connect this famous person with everyone in the class. For example, someone in the group may have a distant relative whose best friend was interviewed on Regis & Kelly Live. Now the group members can say that they are separated from Regis by four degrees.

2. How were you introduced to Jesus? 

Note: pay attention to those who met Jesus later in life. Those who were ‘raised’ in the Church often have a hard time understanding the barriers to knowing Christ. Encourage those who came to Christ later in life to talk about the assumptions and roadblocks that prevented them from getting to know Christ earlier in their life.

3. In this session we are going to notice how hospitality can help us introduce others to Jesus. As a way of introducing our session, share an experience characterized by amazing hospitality or even an amazing lack of hospitality. 

DISCUSS

Read Matthew 9:9-13; 1 Corinthians 3:5-7; James 1:27

1. Jesus gave Matthew a rather direct invitation to be His disciple. What’s it mean to be a disciple of Jesus? 

A disciple is a follower of Jesus. This is Jesus’ universal invitation. One cannot be a Christian without being a disciple. 

2. What motivated Matthew’s party? What did Matthew believe about Jesus? What did this conviction cost Him? 

Matthew was convinced Jesus was worth following! He was absolutely sure his friends would benefit from an encounter with Christ. At first, he probably did not understand the virgin birth or the divine nature of Jesus. But he was so convinced Jesus was worth following that everything else in his life took second place to Jesus. 

3. What words would the Pharisees use to describe Matthew’s friends? What words would Jesus use to describe your friends who are not yet His followers?

Pharisees would use words like ‘sinner’, ‘unclean’. Their face and attitude would also convey negativity as well. Jesus doesn’t deny the reality of sin. Of your unsaved friends, Jesus uses words like “beloved” and “valuable.” The importance of introducing our friends to Jesus is based on the reality that Jesus can’t wait to introduce Himself to our friends. 

4. How do you think Matthew’s friends would have described Jesus before the party? What about after the party? How would your friends and co-workers describe Jesus?

Many people don’t know Jesus because they think they already know him; they have a false familiarity. If we are going to introduce our friends to Jesus, it’s important to understand their perceptions of Jesus. 

5. The Gospels repeatedly communicate that Jesus wanted to be with ‘sinners’ and that ‘sinners’ wanted to be with Jesus. The Church is the extension of Christ. Does your church want to be with sinners? 
If you say ‘yes’, then cite examples – specific examples. Churches that want to be with sinners don’t just put “All Welcome” on their church sign. Churches that love sinners are incarnational. They embody the love of Jesus in the life-context of the sinner. It’s too easy to say we love sinners, but never do anything to demonstrate that love. If sinners are not beating down the doors to be with you, then perhaps they are not seeing Christ in you.

6. How many people were ‘saved and joined the church’ as a result of Matthew’s party? 

This is a trick question. The point is, the Bible doesn’t tell us. Is our job to count converts or make introductions? In Corinthians 3:5-7, Paul will use the image of planting seeds and watering to demonstrate that each of us plays a part in the spiritual growth of our friends. 

7. How can our denominational heritage hinder our ability to reach sinners? 

When holiness becomes wholly defined by a list of do’s and don’ts, then we can easily fall into the habit of judging people who do the don’ts and don’t do the do’s.

8. James wrote that “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” (James 1:27 NIV) 

How does a follower of Jesus spend time with sinners without becoming polluted by the world?

Boundaries and accountability are important.

APPLY 

1. Make a list of 10 of your friends who do not know Jesus. (If you don’t have 10 friends, perhaps you should brainstorm ways to build relationships with people whom Jesus loves.)

2. Though hospitality evangelism is something every believer can do on their own, as a group, plan a hospitality event. Is there a group of people in your community that are marginalized or disconnected from Jesus? How can you grace them? (Seniors might need yard work; immigrants may appreciate a party that celebrates one of their national holidays, etc)

3. Conduct an anonymous survey of your neighborhood that allows people to define Jesus as they know Him. This provides a great backdrop for you to introduce people to the sides of Jesus they don’t know. 
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