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SpringLife 2009

Small Group Lesson 5 – WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Ephesians 1-18, Romans 5:8, Titus 3:3-7, Matthew 28:1-10, Acts 9:1-20

THEME

Easter morning and the resurrection of Jesus can have a profound and dynamic difference in our lives. 

GOAL

To understand that just as the cross was God’s watershed point for all of humanity - each individual needs to have a personal watershed moment. 
BREAK THE ICE

On the old Sesame Street show, they played a game called “what comes next.” This was to teach children sequential thinking. For each of these scenarios, list five things that come next:

· the child spills the milk

· two cars collide at the intersection

· the high schooler becomes the valedictorian

· you decide to quit that job and start your own business

1. Wikipedia’s definition of a watershed: “In the technical sense, a watershed refers to a divide that separates one drainage area from another drainage area.” Can you think of some watershed decisions/events that our country has had in its 200+ year history and what were some of the “comes next” events that affected how our history unfolded?

2. Is there a decision you’ve made that pretty much set the direction of your life? Would you be willing to share one decision you made that was a watershed in your life; a pivotal point; a place in time from which many other decisions flowed?

DISCUSS

1. Read Ephesians 1:18-20. This is Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian Church.

What three things does Paul want them to KNOW? 

How are those three things related to Easter Morning?

How does Romans 5:8 further illuminate these three things?

2. On Easter Morning, Christians celebrate the greatest watershed event of all human history. Read Matthew 28:1-10. What do you think the women were looking for or thinking about on their way TO the grave?  Just for fun, think about what three things came next in the lives of the women who spoke with the angel. What three things would come next if YOU talked with the angel? 

3. Using your imagination, consider a Jesus that lived and experienced the cross, but was not resurrected. Think about the difference it would make if Easter morning didn’t happen. How would our human history be different? (For one thing, our calendar would be different: there would be no BC or AD, no focal point to measure the greatest event in human history.)  Think spiritually, culturally, politically, socially, relationally and environmentally. 

4. The Apostle Paul experienced both the historical watershed era, and his own personal watershed moment. Read Acts 9:1-20. This is Saul/Paul's testimony of his conversion to Christ. We know that Saul became the Apostle Paul and was a key spokesman for Christianity in the early days of the Church. He wrote many of the books of the New Testament that were sent to the developing Churches across Asia Minor.
· What is the watershed event that hits Saul of Tarsus in these verses?

· What did God's power look like to Saul? (Light and voice) What was different? (blindness)

· The text tells us that Saul was blinded. What do you think might have been God's purpose for Saul in that blindness? Brainstorm a list of possibilities, then discuss them.

· What was Ananias’ reaction to God's request? Can you think of a time when God impressed upon you some task/ministry and your initial reaction was negative?

· In what ways did Ananias experience the power that Paul describes in Eph 1:19-20? (healed Saul’s blindness, courage to meet with Saul, willingness to accept a former enemy as a brother in Christ). In what ways may God want to demonstrate His power in our lives this week?

APPLY

1. We talked a little while ago about events in our country’s history that were watershed events. You know a lot about many of them, but that doesn’t mean that you experienced them. The death and resurrection of Jesus is an event that none of us experienced first-hand. If Easter Morning did not happen, what difference would it make to your life? If your honest answer is “no difference,” how can Easter morning become a first-hand experience for you? 

2. We talked about Saul/Paul's testimony of his conversion to Christ. Of all the conversion stories you have heard in your interaction with other Christians, are there any that stick in your mind as particularly revealing the power of God in the person’s life? Could you summarize that testimony for us, and share why it was so powerful to you?  

3. Eph 1:10 says, “God’s power (as shown on Easter Morning) is like the working of His mighty strength.” What areas of your life would you like to see Easter morning power? If you could ask God to act powerfully in your life in the next 12 months, what would be your top issues? Think of three and pick one that you can share.
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