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SpringLife 2009

Children’s Lessons 1 – BE READY TO TRANSFORM

THEME

Philip the Transformer… An Optimist Prime Adventure! Transforming into the one who will share Jesus with others.

Character Study: Philip

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Acts 4:26-40

MEMORY VERSE

“So you must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  Matthew 28:19 (NIrV)

LESSON GOALS

Kids will see that they too can be transformers, and share Jesus with their friends.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation

Read the story about Philip and the man from Ethiopia from Acts 4:26-40.

Question to ponder: When was the last time you shared your faith with someone?

Notice that Philip ran up to the chariot. He wasn’t shy. Pray that God will give you that kind of boldness to share Jesus with others this week.

Supplies for the large group time:

Bible

A Transformer Figure Toy

CD player (or sound system)

CD of the transformer theme song & game show theme (get these online at iTunes)

Game props: put these all over your area to look like part of your set up. 

Some kind of a big wheel riding toy or wagon

A map

Angel wings or halo

Bible

Spray bottle with water

Some clothes and “jewelry” that would make someone look rich

A cowboy hat

Two horns, clickers, or whistles (something to use to “buzz in”)

Prize for the winner & a little candy to throw out to the audience 

It would be great if you could find a little cheap transformer figure or eraser to hand out to kids at the end.

Opening
Welcome the kids to church and ask who brought their Bibles today. Give kids who did a piece of gum. Tell them they’ll need those Bibles later.
Open with worship songs like Every Move I Make or Open the Eyes of My Heart

Review the Bible Memory Verse of the Week:

Matthew 28:19

Blow up 5 balloons and put portions of the verse in each balloon. Have five volunteers come up and when you say “go” have them pop their balloon and then put the verse in order.

Lesson Opening:

Transformer theme song played as you walk on stage with a transformer figure. If you can’t get the song just come out singing the tune (!

Say: Hey kids! WOW! I didn’t realize how many ways this thing can transform. Do any of you have this guy? Can you help me “transform” it?  (Ask a volunteer to help)
Wow, you really do know how to make this thing work to its optimal position (ha-ha).

Today we are going to talk about a  guy who wasn’t one of the Transformers in the movie that some of you have seen, but he really did know how to transform into something really cool. Before we get into all of that, I need to find some supplies. I wonder if you could help me by playing a game.

Activity: Find That Thing
Play game music from a popular game show. Put a hat and a sports coat on and now you’re the game show host or recruit someone to play the part.  
Choose two contestants. Give them each a “buzz in” tool (a whistle, clicker or whatever you have). Tell them you will be asking questions about a prop needed for use in the Bible story. It may not be exactly what the story calls for, but it could be something that can be transformed with a little imagination. Look around the room, the first one to “buzz in” with an item that could be used will win a point. The person with the most points at the end will win. Audience will cheer them on and help with ideas. 

To make this look fun, write them on special paper and cut them into cards. On the back, type the name of your game on each.

First Card should read: I’m looking for something we could use as a road. (Roadmap)

Second Card should read: I’m looking for something we could use for a Chariot. (Big wheel or bike)

Third Card should read: I’m looking for something to use for an angel. (Halo or angel wings)

Fourth Card should read: I’m looking for something we could use to baptize someone. (spray bottle)

Fifth Card should read: I’m looking for a way to make someone look rich. (dress up clothes)

Add up the total points and award the winner. Have a little candy to throw out to the audience. Add your Bible and the cowboy hat to the pile and you’ll be ready for the story. 

Bible Point:
Say: I’m going to need some help from you today as I tell the story about Philip. Do you remember when I told you earlier that he was a “Transformer” in his own way? Let me have three volunteers. 
Pick three helpers and assign each a part with costume:

1. The Angel – a halo and roadmap

2. Philip - a cowboy hat 
3. An Ethiopian Official – rich clothes, “jewelry”, a Bible, and sitting on a “chariot” which is the big wheel

Say: Now I need Philip to hold the spray bottle. You’ll need that later. Let’s see if it works (spray the kids ()! Yeah it works.

OK I think we’re ready!

One day an Angel of the Lord spoke to Philip (have the angel flap their wings and show the map to Philip). “Go to the desert road the one that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So Philip started out (have Philip start walking). On his way he met an Ethiopian official. The man had an important position. He was in charge of all the money and riches of Candace. He was very rich (have the kid on the big wheel ride by and wave his riches around). He had gone to Jerusalem to worship. On the way home he was sitting in his chariot reading from the book of Isaiah (have the kid on the big wheel pretend to read from the Bible). “I don’t understand this at all” he said. Phillip ran up to the chariot and listened to the man read. Philip asked, “Hey, do you understand what you’re reading?”  The Ethiopian replied, “How can I? I need someone to explain it to me.” So he invited Philip to come up and sit on his big wheel - I mean his chariot - and Philip began to explain all about Jesus to him. The official began to understand and he wanted to be baptized. So they came to some water and Philip baptized him (have Philip spray the official with water).

Say: Let’s look in our Bibles now at verse 39 to see what happened next. 

Read this from your Bible. “When they came up out of the water the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away. The official did not see him again. He went on his way full of joy.”

Wow! What a Transforming Adventure that was! Can you imagine just stopping someone on the road and telling them about Jesus! Philip was transformed by Jesus and he wanted others to have the same adventure.  The Angel told him where to go. When he met this official, he was full of questions and didn’t understand. After Philip told him about Jesus and he got baptized, the Bible says “Philip went on his way full of joy.” Telling someone else about Jesus sure did transform him.    

Application
I wonder when you’re at school this week if you might have a chance to share Jesus with someone you know. Let’s be a Transformer this week, and show others there’s more to Jesus than meets the eye. 
Hand out a transformer eraser, picture, or even a bracelet that says Transformer as a reminder to each student.
SMALL GROUP PORTION
Discussion Questions: Let’s talk about it!

Open up small group time with a little physical challenge. Ask the kids to put their bodies in the shape of a ball. 

Say: Now let’s pretend we are transformers and unfold and make yourself into another shape. Try it a couple of times. 

Show the kids a nice big bag of M&M candies. Tell them how wonderful they taste and how much you love them. Open the bag and start eating some. Let them know that they taste soooo good. 

Say: Boy it’s fun to have something that is so good just for me. 

Tell kids that it would sure be more fun to share your treat with someone. How about all of them (pass out candy)! Let them know that it’s a lot more fun when they are enjoying the candy too.

Talk about these questions:

1. Why does Jesus want us to share Him with other people?

2. What would happen if you had never been told about Jesus?

3. What are ways we can share Jesus with others?
Personal Response
Have students write down the name of someone they would like to share Jesus with on a post it note. Students may have more than one name. Younger students may need assistance. Put post it notes on bulletin board or poster board in classroom. Make a header that says: Pray for Every Name. These post-it notes will be referenced throughout SpringLife.

Now have students draw a picture of the person they named. It can be a picture of them together or a picture of a place where they see one another, such as school or the playground. Make sure the person’s name is also written on the picture. This picture is for the students to take home and post on their own bedroom door as a reminder throughout SpringLife.

Close in prayer – asking God to help them be transformers this week and to share His love with a friend. Pray also for the names and pictures of friends each student named.
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