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SpringLife 2009

Children’s Lesson 2 – AN AMAZING ADVENTURE!
THEME

Adapt. Be ready to Transform.

Character Study: Paul

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Acts 16:4-10

MEMORY VERSE

“I will guide you and teach you the way you should go. I will give you good advice and watch over you.”  Psalm 32:8 (NIrV)
LESSON GOAL
The students will gain a desire to follow God’s plan above their own

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation
Read: Acts 16:4-10
Pray: Ask the Lord to help you communicate clearly so the students will catch the desire to follow His plan for their lives.


Read the lesson thoroughly and gather the following materials:

Suitcase, compass, binoculars, flashlight, a scary stuffed animal, outdoor scent air freshener, and any other items pertaining to a trip or journey

Challenging Maze

Markers

Old maps or atlases

Opening
Have you ever been on a trip before?  

Designate one child to go find the hidden object around the room using each of the clues below:

Find something that you would put clothes in (Suitcase)

Find something you would use to know which way is North (Compass)

Find something you would use to see far away (Binoculars)

Find something you would use to see in the dark (Flashlight)

Find something you would not want to see while on your adventure (Stuffed animal: lion, tiger, porcupine, skunk, ect)

Find something that smells like the outdoors (air freshener)

Say: Who here has ever camped? Did you see a lot of bugs? Let’s all pretend like we are bugs and fly around the room! Which bug are you?

Paul went on a trip similar to the ones you and I have gone on. He had to pack items much like the items you found around the room and he probably dealt with lots of bugs. Let’s find out what happened. 

Bible Point
In Acts 16:4-10 we learn that Paul was ready to do God’s work. He had all of the supplies he needed and he was heading out to tell the churches about God. However, God kept stopping him! First Paul and his men wanted to speak in Phrygia and Galatia, but the Holy Spirit would not let them. Then, they wanted to speak in Mysia and Bithynia, but again, the Spirit of Jesus would not let them! Once again, they went to Troas, but no luck their either. How do you think Paul and his men felt then (confused, frustrated)? They had no idea why God did not want them to speak out about Him in these cities. Then, in verse 9, Paul had a vision most likely from God of a beggar in Macedonia telling them to come. So the men set out for Macedonia. How do you think they felt (glad, relieved that they knew where to go)? Think back to the pretend bugs we had flying around the room earlier today. Do you think flies, bumble bees, and butterflies always know where they are going? No, they just fly. Just like bugs, there are times when we have no idea where we are going.
Sometimes God asks us to turn around and go the other way or do something another way. There are times when we think we know what to do, who to talk to, or where to go next, but then God says, “No, I want you to do things my way”. 

What happens when we do things God’s way?  (they turn out good, He is happy) There are times when we think we’re doing things the way God wants them done, but if we listen to God and ask for his direction they always turn out so much better than our plan.

Activity
Hand each child a marker and an old map or atlas. Have the children write or draw a picture of what they want to be when they grow up. Then, lead them in a prayer asking for God’s will for their future. Instruct them to display the map somewhere they will look at it often and pray about their future, the small and the large decisions, every time they see it.

Application
What will you do when you have no idea what to do - follow God’s plan or chose your own way?
SMALL GROUP PORTION
Discussion Questions

What happens when we do things the way we want to do them? (They aren’t always good, they sometimes hurt us, they could be better)

What are some ways God reveals his plan to us? 

If you had a tough decision, would you choose your plan or God’s plan?

What is one thing that you worry about right now?

What can you do instead of worrying? (ask for God’s direction)

Personal Response
Have the students form groups of 2 or 3 and make a list of the challenges they face each week. 

Ask: What are some ways you can seek God’s guidance instead of your own?  What are some ways you can remind yourself to seek God’s guidance?

Remember our post-it-note names from last week?  How many have prayed for their person this week? Has anyone shared Jesus with your friend this week? (allow students to share stories)  

Close in Prayer: asking God to help them seek His way in telling their friend about Him.
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