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SpringLife 2009 

Children’s Lesson 4 – WHAT’S YOUR REPUTATION?
THEME

Don’t get tired of doing what’s right!

Character Study: Daniel

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Daniel 1 and Daniel 6

MEMORY VERSE

"A child is known by his actions. He is known by whether his conduct is pure and right."  Proverbs 20:11 (NIrV)

LESSON GOALS

After completing this lesson, the children will learn that consistently living a pure and holy life builds a good, strong, Godly reputation.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation

Read all of Daniel 1 and Daniel 6 to familiarize yourself with the story of Daniel. Pray for the children that God will bring to you on this day.

Write each word of the memory verse on separate index cards. Make two sets of these cards.

Be sure to have one rotten banana and one good banana.

Have paper and crayons for each child.

Have a variety of raw, clean vegetables for kids to taste, like carrots, celery, green, red and yellow peppers, broccoli, lettuce, and/or cucumbers (you could even have some ranch dressing for dipping! ().

Opening
Say: “How many of you like to eat vegetables? Sometimes we would rather eat cookies, cupcakes, pies, or brownies, but those foods do not give us good vitamins and nutrients that we need to keep up healthy and fit. Today we are going to learn about a man who decided to honor God by eating only vegetables and by praying. Let’s do a little taste test and see which of these vegetables we like to eat the most.” 

Give children a small amount to taste of each of the vegetables you have chosen to use today. Then, make a graph to see which vegetables are their favorites (see example 1 of graph below). 

Then say, “We can all learn to like things that we don’t currently like by trying them over and over until we learn to like it.” (Give an example from your personal life about how you learned to like vegetables. Then, give another example of how you practiced doing what was right until it became a “habit”). 

Bible Point

Don’t get tired of doing what’s right.

Daniel 1:1-21 (Daniel chooses to honor God) 

Say: “What is a reputation?” (Allow for some responses then read the definition of reputation) “The definition of reputation is: The overall quality or character as seen or judged by people in general.” Some people may have a good reputation because they have made wise choices and have shown Godly character and other people may have a bad reputation because they have made poor choices and have shown ungodly character. Let’s see what kind of reputation Daniel had.

Read the passage listed above in the NIV or NIRV to the children as they follow along in their own Bible. Instruct the children that every time you say the name “Daniel” they are to say, “Don’t get tired of doing what’s right!” Be sure to read with great enthusiasm, possibly using different voices for different characters.

After reading that passage, ask the children what kind of reputation they think Daniel had and why. Then have the children turn in their Bibles to Daniel 6:6-28 (Daniel continues to choose to honor God). Read this passage to the children in the same way, having them say, “Don’t get tired of doing what’s right!” every time you say “Daniel”. After reading this passage, ask the children (again) what kind of reputation they think Daniel had this time and why. Remind them that Daniel did not get tired of doing what was right!

Object Lesson 

What would you rather eat, a rotten banana or a banana that is nice and ripe?

Show the children the bad banana first and get their reaction. Then display the good banana and get a different reaction. This Object Lesson will help the children know the difference between producing good fruit (good reputation) and bad fruit (bad reputation) in their daily walk with Christ.

Say: (As you’re showing the rotten banana) “Who would like to eat this banana? Why would you choose not to eat it? How can you tell this banana will not taste very good?" 

(Show everyone the good banana and ask)  “Now who would like to eat this banana? Why would you choose to eat it? How can you tell this banana will taste good?”

Our lives are like one of these two pieces of fruit. People will know who we are by the type of fruit we produce. Matthew 7:20 reads, “By their fruit you will recognize them”. And our memory verse, Proverbs 20:11 says, “A child is known by his actions. He is known by whether his conduct is pure and right”. What kind of fruit (or reputation) do you want to have or produce? Will the fruit of your life (or your reputation) be good, like this good banana, or not so good, like this rotten banana? 

Daniel was known for his good reputation. He produced good fruit in his life. Even when others tried to make fun of him, or even do evil toward him, he continued to do what was right.

Activity
Before class you will have written each word of the memory verse on separate index cards. Say the verse together as a group several times. Divide the kids into two teams and have a race to see which team can put the verse in the correct order in the shortest amount of time. Remind the children how Daniel was known for his Godly actions.
Application
Conclude this part of the lesson with the following thought:
Say: “A reputation is built by doing something over and over. If you do what is right over and over, you build a reputation for doing good. If you do what is not right over and over, you build a reputation for doing what is wrong. The stronger your reputation is for doing what is right, the closer you will feel to God, and the easier it will be to continue doing what is right. Also, others will see you as a strong Christian, someone they can look up to. Daniel's reputation was obvious in that whatever situation he found himself, he would honor God and not let anything evil become a part of his life. 

We can all learn a valuable lesson from Daniel about building a strong and Godly reputation. You may even want to take an extra serving of vegetables tonight at dinner! (”

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions

1. Why did the servant want Daniel and his companions to eat the king's food? (So they would be strong and healthy like the others)

2. Because he didn't want to eat or drink anything unclean, what did Daniel ask to be served instead? (vegetables and water)

3. How did Daniel prove he and his companions didn't need to eat the king’s food? (After a 10-day test, they were stronger and looked better than those who ate the king’s food.)

4. How was Daniel rewarded because he had a strong reputation for honoring God? (He was given knowledge and wisdom and allowed to serve before the king. And, he prospered during the reign of Darius and Cyrus)

5. In Daniel’s time certain foods were considered unclean and forbidden. What kind of things do we have in our life today that might be considered unclean and forbidden? (Various Answers)

6. What do you think helped Daniel continue to do the right thing? (God gave him the strength and courage to do what he knew was right. He trusted God to take care of him.)

7. Can anyone tell us of a time you had to show courage by choosing to take a tough stand to do the right thing, like Daniel did? (Various Answers)

Personal Response

Give each child a sheet of paper and crayons. Have them fold their paper length-wise (hot dog style), then fold in half again the other direction (hamburger style), and in half again to make eight rectangular boxes, (see example 2). Ask them to write down eight ways they can build a strong, Godly reputation by doing good (one item in each box). For non-readers, have them draw pictures of eight ways they can build a strong, Godly reputation by doing good (one item in each box). If time permits, you can write down each child's eight items on the board. Also have them take this list (or pictures) home to show their parents or caregivers.

Remember the post-it notes? Next Sunday is Easter Sunday and we are going to have a wonderful celebration. We want you to invite your post-it-note friend to church next week! (As a class make or handout invitations for Easter Sunday)

Let’s pray and ask God to help us live a pure and holy life so our friend sees the difference God makes in us and are encouraged to say ‘yes’ when we invite them to Easter Sunday service!

Example 1

Vegetable Taste Test Graph

	Carrots
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	Celery
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	Green Pepper
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	Red Pepper
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	Yellow Pepper
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	Broccoli

[image: image6.jpg]



	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lettuce
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	Cucumber

[image: image8.jpg]



	
	
	
	
	
	


After tasting each vegetable, ask the children if they liked the taste of the vegetable. If the child liked the vegetable, have him/her color a square on the row of that vegetable to create a graph. Examine the graph at the completion of the taste test.
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