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SpringLife 2009

Children’s Lesson 5 – JESUS PAID THE PRICE FOR OUR SINS

THEME

Easter Celebration: Jesus, Salvation

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Matthew 27:11 – 28:20 

MEMORY VERSE

“Christ died for sins once and for all time. The One who did what is right died for those who don’t do right. He died to bring you to God. His body was put to death. But the Holy Spirit brought him back to life.” 1 Peter 3:18 (NIrV)
LESSON GOALS  

Children will learn the price Jesus paid for their sins and that they are to tell others about what Jesus did for them.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation

Read Matthew 27:11 – 28:20

Pray for the students that their hearts will be open to the salvation message.

Read the lesson thoroughly and gather necessary materials:

· Bible (child-friendly translation)

· Items children would be familiar with and would also have an idea of their price

· Photos of larger things such as a Wii, Nintendo, bicycle, etc.

· Wooden cross

· Small wooden crosses for each child

· Poster with 

A = Admit, Ask 

B = Believe, Become 

C = Choose, Commit
Opening

Show the children several items they are familiar with and might have an idea of their price. Ask children to guess what the cost for each item might be. Show pictures of things like a Wii, Nintendo, or bicycle that kids can’t necessarily afford on their own. 

Ask: How much would this cost? Would you like to have one of these? Do you have enough money to buy it?

(Show them a small wooden cross and ask) How about your sin? How much did it cost? Did you know Jesus gave His life for your sin? That’s a really big price to pay, isn’t it?

(Give each child a small wooden cross)  Today we are going to look at what Jesus gave so that our sin could be forgiven.

Bible Point

Our Bible story today comes from the very end of the book of Matthew, Matthew 27:11 – 28:20. Who can tell me what story is found there? You’re right, the Easter story. Some of you have heard this story many times but let’s look at it again and think about what Jesus really did for us. Before we start I need some volunteers: 
Jesus: Stretch out your hands and say, “I am the Son of God” 

Temple leaders: Shake your fist and say, “Crucify him!” 

Soldiers/guards: Say, “Yes, sir!” and hold up pretend sword 

Pilate: Say, “Hmmm!” and rub your chin 

Women: Put your hands on your cheeks and say, “Ohhh! 

Angel: Say, “He is alive!” and point up

Disciples: Say, “He really is alive!” 

Instruct the actors that, as you read the story, they will do the action for their part when they hear their character’s name being read.

Jesus had been teaching that He was the Son of God and the temple leaders didn’t like it. They didn’t believe Jesus was God’s Son. They thought He was sinning to say that. So the temple leaders sent soldiers to arrest Jesus and bring Him to Pilate, their governor. Pilate believed Jesus was innocent but the temple leaders kept saying He was guilty and shouted, “Crucify him!” The soldiers beat Jesus, put a crown of thorns on His head, spit on Him and teased Him. Then they made Him carry a heavy cross to a hill called Golgotha. There they nailed Jesus to the cross by driving nails through His hands and feet. The temple leaders made fun of Him while He hung on the cross. When Jesus died there was a terrible earthquake and the curtain in the temple was torn from top to bottom. The soldiers said, “Surely this was the Son of God!”

A rich man named Joseph asked if he could bury Jesus. He wrapped Jesus’ body in a clean linen cloth and placed Him in a new tomb that he had made. Then he rolled a large stone in front of the entrance. Pilate posted guards there so no one could take Jesus’ body. 

On the first day of the week some women went to the tomb. There was a terrible earthquake and an angel came from heaven and rolled the stone back and sat on it. The guards were so afraid they fell down. The angel told the women not to be afraid because Jesus was not dead in the grave. He had risen. Jesus was alive! “Go tell His disciples, ‘He is alive!’” said the angel. “Tell them to go to Galilee and they will see Jesus there. So the women ran and told the disciples. 

Jesus met the disciples in Galilee and told them to go and tell everyone everything He had taught them. Jesus also told them that He would always be with them.

Activity

Let’s tell everyone about Jesus. Have children sit in a circle. Tell them to repeat each thing to their neighbor around the circle. Whisper in one child’s ear, “Jesus died for you.” When that message gets all the way around the circle start the next message and so on: “Jesus paid the price for your sin,” “Jesus gave His life for you,” “Jesus loves you,” “Go tell others,” “Teach others about Jesus,” “Jesus is always with us.”

Application

What price did Jesus pay for you?

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions
1. Why did the temple leaders tell Pilate to crucify Jesus? (They thought he was lying, they didn’t like Jesus, they were jealous of Jesus)

2. What did the soldiers do to Jesus? (Beat him, put a crown of thorns on his head, spit on Him, teased him, nailed him to the cross)

3. What did the angel say to the women? (He is not dead, He is alive, tell His disciples)

4. What did Jesus tell the disciples? (Go and tell everyone what I’ve taught you, I will always be with you)

5. What did Jesus do for us? (He died so our sins could be forgiven, He paid the price for our sins)

Personal Response

Jesus paid for the things you’ve done wrong by giving His life for you. Have you ever let Jesus come into your life? You can ask Him to come into your life today. It’s as easy as ABC:

A = Admit you have done wrong things and ask Him to forgive the wrong 

       things you have done.

B = Believe that Jesus died for you so that you could be forgiven and 

       become His child.

C = Choose Him as your Savior and friend and commit to live for Him.

Is there someone here who would like to ask Jesus to come into their life today?
Let’s pray:

Dear Jesus, thank you for dying on the cross for us. Thank you for paying that price for us. Thank you for rising again to give us new life in you. Now, Lord if someone here doesn’t know you, help them to ask you into their heart right now. Help them to admit they have done wrong and ask you to forgive them; to believe that you died for them so that they could be forgiven and become your child. Help them to choose you as their Savior and friend and commit to live for you. Thank you for this Easter morning. In Jesus name, Amen.
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