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SpringLife 2009 

Children’s Lesson 6 – DOING OUR PART TO BRING FRIENDS TO JESUS

THEME

Four Friends, Compassion & Community

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Mark 2:1-12

MEMORY VERSE

“Dear children, don't just talk about love. Put your love into action. Then it will truly be love.” 1 John 3:18 (NIrV)

LESSON GOAL

Remind children of God’s forgiveness and healing power; encourage them to share this with others.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation

Read Mark 2:1-12

Pray that the Lord will give you a heart of forgiveness and encouragement so the students will see that in you.

Learn the Bible story thoroughly, so that you may tell it in your own words. 

Gather materials:

· 2 Beach towels or blankets

· Rope or clothesline to attach to one towel/blanket

· Large stuffed animal

· 2-4 solid steps, stools or chairs (enough to hold 4 children safely)

· Sticky notes 

· Crayons or markers

· Basket with small treats, stickers, etc.

Opening

SAY: Before we hear from God’s Word, I want to try something…. 

Choose one child to be JESUS. Have the child stand at one end of the area or room. Choose four other children, send them to the other end of the area, and give them a beach towel or blanket folded in half. Have each child hold one corner. Place a large stuffed animal in the center. The remaining children should gather in a section in front of Jesus. Instruct the four children with blanket to try to get through the crowd, bringing their stuffed friend to Jesus. They are not allowed to bump, push, or even touch in any way the crowd of children. The ‘crowd’ of children should not let the four through. It should be impossible for the children to get through the crowd without touching/pushing. Let this go for just a couple of moments, then have children sit where they are - Jesus should sit in front of them, the crowd in the center, and the four friends with their stuffed friend on towel/blanket behind the crowd. Switch the towel/blanket to one with clothesline/rope attached.
Bible Point

(This story really lends itself to acting. Use the setup from Opening to involve the children in acting out the story as you tell it. Set up a pair of steps, side-by-side, solid enough for the four children to step up onto. These should be placed near the spot where Jesus will be standing.)

Speaking to the four friends: Now, the four of you could not get your stuffed friend to Jesus, could you? Let’s talk about a time when four friends were so desperate to bring their friend to Jesus that they went up on a rooftop and lowered their friend down through. You look puzzled…let’s back up and start from the beginning.

Jesus was in a house in the town of Capernaum. There were people everywhere. The house was full. No one else could even get inside! Four men had a friend who was paralyzed. What does that mean? It means that he could not walk. He could not move on his own. The four friends wanted to bring this man to Jesus so that Jesus could make him well, but they couldn’t even get in the door (motion for four children to bring their friend to the crowd).

They had an idea! They thought, “If we can get up on the roof, we can take off a part of the roof and make a hole”. Then they attached ropes to the mat that their friend was lying on and lowered him down into the room, right in front of Jesus! (Four children should stand on the steps/stools and lower their stuffed friend down in front of Jesus - this may be awkward and clumpy - don’t fret, even if the stuffed friend is dropped, the point is still made, and the children remember the story.) When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

Some of the important leaders who were there didn’t like that. They asked, “How can you forgive this man’s sins? Do you think you’re God?” (Have the crowd make grumpy faces) Jesus knew just what they were thinking. He asked them, “Which is easier… to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven’, or ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 

Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!”  And the man who had not been able to move stood up and walked. The people were amazed! They praised God and said, “We have never seen anything like this!” 

Activity
(Have everybody be seated.)  When I say go, I want whoever gets up here first to take a treat from my basket here. But there’s a catch. You cannot use your arms or legs in any way to get up here. Ready, set, go!  Pause for just a moment, and then relate to the story. 

Application

These men really worked hard to bring their friend to Jesus. Are you ready to bring your friends to Jesus? 
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions

1. What did Jesus first say to the man? (Your sins are forgiven)

2. What is sin? Let’s share some things that we think are sins (If possible, write on a white board, chalkboard or paper - with erasable pencil. List the sins that children mention. Help the students see that a sin is willful disobedience.)  

3. Jesus forgave the paralyzed man’s sins. Jesus forgives the sins of ALL who believe and ask him to forgive their sins. Just like this…. (Erase the sins).

4. Jesus did what 2 things for the paralyzed man? (Forgave his sins, healed him)

5. What can Jesus do for your friends? (Forgive their sins, heal their hurts)

6. What are some ways that you can bring your friends to Jesus? 

Personal Response

Let’s look at our post-it-note board. How many of you have friends on here that you have prayed for? Did any of you share Jesus with your friend? Did any of your friends come to Easter Sunday last week?

Update the post-it note board and put hearts around those who have come to know Jesus. 

Have a time of celebration over the stories they share. Encourage each to continue to pray and ask God for a chance to share Jesus with their friends.
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