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SpringLife 2009

Children’s Lesson 7 – THE CINDERELLA YOU NEVER KNEW
Theme

God does great things when His people pray.

Character Study: Rhoda

Scripture Focus

Acts 12:1-19



Memory Verse

“Don't do anything only to get ahead. Don't do it because you are proud. Instead, be free of pride. Think of others as better than yourselves.” Philippians 2:3 (NIrV)

Lesson Goals

Children will discover the joy of service, the power of prayer, the nature of humility, and the mystery of the miraculous.


LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation

Read Acts 12:1-17, Philippians 2:3-11, Mark 10:35-45, John 13:1-17

Review the story of Cinderella: You might consider preparing a clip from the musical or the cartoon movie in order to introduce the topic.

Pray about what God will teach you through your preparation and presentation as well as for what the kids will absorb through this experience.

Collect the activity elements: tray(s), plastic stemware, towels, a pitcher(s) of water. If you are going to do the “Voice Recognition” game in the opening then you will need to record a selection of people from your congregation, each reading a poem or Bible Verse, for play back in large group.

Opening                                                                                                            Select a boy and a girl to play the “Voice Recognition” game.
Play the pre-recorded clips and let your contestants guess who they think the readers are. Before revealing the name of each reader, first poll the crowd to see which of your contestants they agree with. When the laughter starts to fade tell the kids that sometimes it’s hard to tell who someone is just by their voice. It’s kind of like the story of Cinderella; you can’t always figure out who someone is just by what you see on the outside (you can show your clip of Cinderella cleaning or whatever… keeping it short or it will be all the kids remember).

Say: Life’s like that. Often you can’t really tell who the hero is by the way things seem at first glance. That reminds me of someone in the Bible you may have never even heard of. A servant girl named Rhoda.

Bible Point
Let’s all get out our Bibles and turn to the Book of Acts in the New Testament. Acts is the first book after the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Rhoda’s story is snuggled in the middle of a famous story about the disciple Peter when King Herod had him put in jail. Let’s turn to chapter twelve and read the story: Acts 12:1-16 NIrV (Read the story together out loud).

You see, that’s why you probably don’t remember ever hearing about Rhoda before. She has only a very small part to play in a bigger story. But if we stop long enough to think about her we can find some very important lessons for life that God wants us to know and learn. 

1. First of all, Rhoda was part of a group of believers. She was praying with them for Peter to keep the faith. They weren’t praying for him to get out but instead that he would stay true to Jesus. They all knew about him denying Jesus on the night Jesus was betrayed and they knew that since Herod was killing Christian leaders Peter might want to save his own neck. So Rhoda and the other believers prayed for his faith to be strong and sure. 

2. Secondly, from this story we learn that Rhoda was a servant, kind of like a Bible times Cinderella. It was her job to do whatever needed to be done and we learn that she was happy to do it. When they heard a knock at the door it was Rhoda who went to answer it. (This is a good spot to teach about stranger danger) Rhoda recognized Peter’s voice like some of you did with our guessing game earlier, and then, instead of letting him in she ran to tell everyone else who was at the door. In verse 14 we’re told she was “excited” to tell the good news to the rest of the believers.

3. Third we learn that Rhoda’s prayers and faith along with the prayers and faith of the others were part of the reason God performed a miracle to get Peter out of Jail. A miracle is something God does that goes beyond the ordinary and reveals his power in and over creation.

Let’s play a game that will help us think about serving. Have you ever been to a nice restaurant where the waiters and waitresses carry everything out on nice trays? Have you ever wondered if you could do it? Well, today you’re going to get a chance to try it out.

Activity
This could be a messy/wet activity so if the weather is nice you might want to do this one outside. Depending on the size of your group you may also want to break into teams and do this activity as a relay race. Have the children carry a filled stem glass on a tray, above their shoulder the length of your room. The kids will quickly realize that serving isn’t easy and it requires attention detail and working well with others. (If you do relays then you can also emphasize the community aspect of the story today).

Application
Say: That was fun wasn’t it? And it wasn’t as easy as we thought it was going to be. It was probably a bit like that for Rhoda too. Do you think you can do some of the things Rhoda did? Can you do something this week that will make a difference in the Kingdom of God? Let’s break into our small groups to talk about what that might look like at home, at school and at church. But before we do, let’s pray and ask God to help us put these things we are learning into practice this week.

Dear God, thank you for teaching us about Rhoda. Please help us do our best to serve others, pray faithfully, and trust you fully just like Rhoda did. In Jesus name, amen.

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions

If you were going to tell someone about Rhoda, what would you say? Why? What about Rhoda makes you feel good about yourself? 

What kinds of things can you pray about for yourself and others?

What was Rhoda’s attitude like and why do you think it was that way?

In Mark 10:43-44, Jesus said that “…anyone who wants to be important among you must be your servant and anyone who wants to be first must be the slave of everyone.” What do you think this teaches us about how to live our lives?

How can you put some of this stuff into practice at home, at school, in your clubs, or on a sports team?

Personal Response

Tell the kids about a time in your life when you saw these principles played out and tell them about some of the things or people you’re praying about right now. Then invite your kids to mention things and people they want to pray about (you can add these on post-it notes to the bulletin board). Have everyone join hands and invite volunteers to pray out loud then wrap it up with a prayer of your own.
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