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SpringLife 2009

Children’s Lesson 8 – FOLLOW THE LEADER

THEME

Obedience

Character Study: Abraham

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Genesis 22:1-18

MEMORY VERSE

“I am quick to follow your commands because you have set my heart free.” Psalm 119:32 (NIrV)
LESSON GOALS
To encourage children to live in obedience to God out of their love for Him.


LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation
Read Genesis 17:1-8; 18:1-15; Genesis 21:1-7; 22:1-18
Pray that the children will see how much God loves them and be encouraged to live in obedience to Him because of that love.
Memorize the story and prepare the following materials:

Bibles

Props for the story: a beard (Abraham), a baseball cap (Isaac), a crown (God); and a box or hat-rack to store them

Beach balls or a soft ball (one per group) 

Tongue depressors & markers (one per child)

Opening
Play Follow the Leader with the children. Give them some crazy directives (roll on the floor, walk/hop with one foot, walk backwards, etc).

Say: Today, we’re going to hear about a man who loved God so much that he chose to follow God’s direction, even though God asked him to do something really hard.

Bible Point
Use the props listed above to change characters. You may also want to change your voice as you change character.
In Genesis, there’s a story about a man named Abraham and his wife Sarah. Abraham (put on beard) loved God… a lot! Now, God had promised Abraham many times (put on crown), “Abraham, you are going to have a huge family with more people than you can count!” But, Abraham and Sarah were very old, grandparent old.

Well, God kept his promise and when Abraham (put on beard) was 100 years old, he and Sarah had a son and they called him Isaac. Abraham loved Isaac! When Isaac was a little older, God decided to test Abraham.

(Put on crown) “Abraham!” God called. “Take your son, Isaac to a place called Moriah and give him to me as an offering.”

Isaac was Abraham’s only son, and, Abraham was over 100 years old. God was asking Abraham to give up one of the things he loved more than anything. 

Well, Abraham (put on beard) was a man who followed God. So, the next morning, he set out toward Moriah with Isaac, 2 servants, and enough wood for the burnt offering. They walked for 3 days before Abraham saw Moriah. He said to the servants “Stay right here, my son Isaac & I are going to worship.” Abraham had Isaac (put on baseball cap) carry the things they needed to make an offering to God.

Isaac was a little curious. He knew they were going to worship and that worship involved a burnt offering to God. So, Isaac spoke up. “Dad, there’s fire and wood here, but, where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”

Abraham (put on beard) answered, “God will provide the lamb for the offering.”

When they reached the mountain, Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood on it. He tied up his son Isaac and placed him on the altar (lift arm high like you’re ready to sacrifice Isaac) and was ready to give up his only son. 

All of a sudden an angel of the Lord called out (put on crown), “Abraham, Abraham!!! Don’t lay a hand on the boy! I know now that you have respect for God. You didn’t hold anything back from me – not even your only son!”

Abraham chose to obey God – to follow him, because he loved God more than anything.

Activity
Have kids sit in a circle (you may divide them into groups if you have group leaders). Give each group a beach ball. Instruct them to pass it around the circle until you say, “STOP.” Whoever is holding the ball when you say “STOP” should share one way they can choose to follow God (obey our parents, love others, share, show kindness, help the poor).

Application
We should obey God because of our love for Him.

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion Questions

What are some “rules” you have to follow at school/home? 

Who are some people God asks us to obey? (Parents, teachers, church leaders, babysitters)

Why do you think God asks us to obey these people? (They know what’s best for us; they know what’s safe & what’s dangerous)

What does our verse tell us about obeying God? (Do it quick, don’t question, we obey because we love Him/He’s “set us free”)

When was a time you chose to obey, even though it was hard? What happened because of your obedience?

Personal Response

Make sure each child has a tongue depressor & a marker)
Say: Share about a time you chose to obey God, even when it was hard.

Being obedient can sometimes be hard. Consider a way that you can obey God this week. Write or draw what it is on the stick.

When all the children are finished, have them hold the stick in their hands and pray, asking God to help them obey & follow Him.

If there are children who have made a commitment of faith during this SpringLife season, follow-up this lesson with a lesson on baptism and then a baptismal service. For information go to www.wesleyankids.org and download the free lesson.
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