2009 Devotions

Week 1
Acts 8:26-28 -
LET’S GET STARTED!
“So he started out . . .” (Acts 8:27).

Philip knew how to obey. As soon as the angel told him to go down that desert road, the next thing we read is: “So he started out . . .”

The old saying declares, “Beginning is half-done.” What has God called you to do? Have you started?

Prayer: Lord, help me not to delay obeying you today.

Acts 8:29-31

DO YOU UNDERSTAND?

“Do you understand what you are reading?” (Acts 8:30).

How often have you found the Scriptures hard to understand? God’s Word is simple enough for a child to grasp, but difficult enough to challenge the brightest minds. God has granted us His “Spirit . . . that we may understand what God has freely given us” (1 Corinthians 2:12).

Prayer: Father, enlighten my mind with your Word today.

Acts 8:32-35

GOOD NEWS!

“Then Philip . . . told him the good news about Jesus” (Acts 8:35).

The world is full of bad news. Headlines and sound bites scream doom and gloom. But in Jesus we discover good news. The Lamb of God died to save us, and He longs to have a relationship with us. Have you thanked Him today for that good news?

Prayer: Father, thank you for sending Your Son to die for me.
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Acts 8:36-38

CHRISTIAN BAPTISM 

“Why shouldn’t I be baptized? (Acts 8:36).

Christian baptism is a wonderful experience. It symbolizes cleansing. As the water washes the body, so God’s grace cleanses us from sin. It also symbolizes separation from sin. It reminds us we have a “before” and an “after.” Thank God for His transforming power to lift us from sin.

Prayer: O God, continue to wash me and make me clean.

Acts 8:39-40

REJOICING ON THE WAY

“The eunuch . . . went on his way rejoicing. Philip . . . traveled about, preaching the gospel” (Acts 8:39-40).

Wherever we go, we have a story to tell. Just as Philip preached in all the towns, so we need to make our story known within the sphere of our influence. Just as the Ethiopian rejoiced, we must be joyful even as we fast and pray for those who have not yet heard.

Prayer: Father, may the joy of the Lord be obvious in my life.

Week 2
Acts 16:4

CHURCH AUTHORITY

“They delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders” (Acts 16:4).

We have no record that any church visited by Paul and his companions rebelled against the leaders in Jerusalem. The apostles and elders enjoyed a healthy level of respect throughout the young church. All of us are subject to the authority of others. God places leaders over us to help us.

Prayer: O God, help me to grow in obedience to those in authority.

Acts 16:5

SPIRITUAL GROWTH

“So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily” (Acts 16:5).

Numbers are important after all! So is spiritual growth. The ideal is both numerical growth and spiritual growth. All of us growing together produce a stronger church to resist the enemy. Strong, healthy Christians reach out to incorporate others, lead them to Christ, and grow the church larger and stronger. 

Prayer: Father, help me to help others grow to be more like You.

Acts 16:6-7

GUIDANCE OF THE SPIRIT

“The Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to” (Acts 16:7).

The Bible does not tell us how the Holy Spirit prevented Paul from preaching in Asia and Bithynia, but he obeyed the Spirit’s direction. Scripture says if you “acknowledge Him . . . in all your ways . . . He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:6 NKJV). Ask Him and trust Him to guide you.

Prayer: Dear Lord, please guide me in all my ways.
Acts 16:8-9

COME AND HELP US

“Come over to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9).

We can picture this Macedonian man, standing in Paul’s vision with outstretched arms, beckoning the apostle to come. Because Paul obeyed, the gospel took root in Europe. Who needs your help? Who is begging you to give them the gospel of Christ? Ask God to show you.

Prayer: Father, show me how to use my gifts to help others effectively.

Acts 16:10

CALLED TO BE A LIGHT

“God has called us to preach the gospel to them” (Acts 16:10).

Not everyone is called to preach as Paul was. But God calls all of us to let our lights shine for Him. In fact, when we do, it’s like lighting a candle. As others respond and light their candles, we gradually dispel the darkness. Let’s fast and pray for those who need the gospel.

Prayer: Dear God, help me to be a bright light in a dark place.

Week 3
Luke 10:38-42

HOSPITALITY

“. . . a woman named Martha opened her home to him” (Luke 10:38).

People who have the gift of hospitality are greatly admired by those who don’t. They not only entertain, serve great meals, set people at ease, and stimulate meaningful conversation, they seem to do it effortlessly. God uses such people to touch others in a helpful and heart-warming way.

Prayer: O Lord, if I don’t have the gift of hospitality, help me at least to be hospitable.

Luke 10:38-42

DRINKING IT IN

“Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet” (Luke 10:39).

To sit at someone’s feet implies you want to learn from them, drink in their every word, hang on their every sentence. To sit at the Lord’s feet must have been unspeakably enlightening. To hear the old, old story from the One who wrote it with His blood – awesome!

Prayer: Lord, I want to sit at your feet and learn from Your Word.

Luke 10:38-42
DISTRACTED

“Martha was distracted by all the preparations” (Luke 10:40).

The potential distractions have multiplied exponentially since Martha’s day. To concentrate amid the background noise of modern life has become an art form. It leads some people to wonder, “What is a quiet time?” The world is seldom quiet. Yet a quiet focus on Him can come from within us.

Prayer: Dear God, I quiet my heart and mind before You. Speak to me.

Luke 10:38-42

ANXIETY

“. . . worried and upset about many things” (Luke 10:41).

What a picture of contemporary culture! Worried and upset, frazzled and frenzied, abounding with anxiety. In the midst of it all, Jesus says, “So don't worry . . . Your heavenly Father already knows all your needs” (Matthew 6:31-32 NLT). When we understand that He knows, it does lighten our burden.

Prayer: Father, thank you for knowing my concerns and for caring.

Luke 10:38-42

IT’S A CHOICE.

“Mary has chosen what is better” (Luke 10:42).

Martha was worried. Mary sat at the feet of Jesus. They both chose. Not that Martha wanted to worry, but by choosing to work, she chose the stress that accompanied it. We all make choices. Before we work, let’s sit at His feet. As we fast this week, let’s choose to worship Him.

Prayer: In all my choices, O God, help me to put You first.



Week 4
Daniel 1:1-8

THE PATH TO VICTORY

“Daniel resolved not to defile himself” (Daniel 1:8).

It begins with our resolve or purpose. Someone suggested we should make up our minds before we make up our beds. First thing each morning, decide you’re going to do the right thing that day. So when temptation comes, you’ve already decided. Your resolution is firm. It’s the path to victory.

Prayer: O God, help me to turn right and go straight every day.

Daniel 1:9-21

WISDOM FROM ABOVE

“To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding” (Daniel 1:17).

In making decisions, in dealing with others, in living life, we need knowledge and understanding – wisdom from God. If we lack wisdom, we “should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given” (James 1:5). Life is too complicated to function only on human wisdom. Seek His.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, grant me wisdom today to walk humbly before You.

Daniel 6:1-5
WHAT A TESTIMONY!

“They could find no corruption in him” (Daniel 6:4).

Daniel’s detractors were disappointed when they could find no fault in him. What a testimony when our peers examine our lives and declare us to be “trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent” (Daniel 6:4). The goal is for them to see our “good deeds and praise (our) Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Prayer: Dear Lord, help my life bring glory to You.
Daniel 6:6-14

CONSISTENCY IN PRAYER

“He still prays three times a day” (Daniel 6:13).

Daniel was consistent in prayer. Paul said we should “pray continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Make it your habit to pray every day. Pray about everything. Pray for everybody whom God brings to your mind. Someone said, “Prayer is the small muscle that moves the mighty arm of God.”

Prayer: O God, thank you for the privilege of prayer.

Daniel 6:15-28

HE ENDURES FOREVER.

“He is the living God and he endures forever” (Daniel 6:26).

Daniel survived the lions’ den because he trusted in the living God who endures forever. As you pray and fast, trust the living God to hear your prayers and to answer them. He cares more about the people for whom you pray than you do. He still delivers and saves those who trust Him.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you in advance for deliverance.



Week 5
Luke 19:28-40

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY

“If they keep quiet, the stones will cry out” (Luke 19:40).

What an emotion-packed event! Seeing Jesus, riding on a donkey may have reminded some of the prophecy: “See, your king comes to you, . . . gentle and riding on a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). They exalted Him as if He were the Messiah. No wonder they could not stifle their praises.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me never to smother my praise for Your Son.

Luke 22:1-6

BETRAYING JESUS

“Judas . . . discussed with them how he might betray Jesus” (Luke 22:4).

Doesn’t that give you a chill? Just to think of someone actually conspiring to betray Jesus. The religious authorities were only too happy to cooperate and paid Judas to do it. It is shocking the depths to which people will go in order to have their own way and silence their detractors.

Prayer: O Lord, help me never to betray you by my thoughts, words or actions.

Luke 22:14-20

THE LAST SUPPER

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22:20).

A new covenant! Once men tried to atone for their sins by shedding the blood of animals. Now it is to be the blood of Jesus. The old way reminded people of their sins, but it did not release them from their sins. In the new covenant, His blood sets us free!

Prayer: Thank you, O God, for the blood of Jesus, shed for me.

Luke 23:1-4, 20-21

INNOCENT, BUT CONDEMNED

“I find no basis for a charge against this man” (Luke 23:4).

Jesus was guilty of no crime, yet the people clamored for His death. Pilate saw through their sinister motives, but weakly submitted to their outcry. Though Jesus was innocent, He died in our place. As you fast and pray, give thanks for His death on our behalf.

Prayer: Father, thank you for the death of Jesus on the cross.

Luke 24:1-8

REMEMBERING HIS WORDS

“Then they remembered his words” (Luke 24:8).

Jesus told them he would rise from the dead. Either they did not believe Him or could not grasp the idea. We cannot be critical; how many things have we “learned” from His Word only to be surprised when we recall, after the fact, what we should have done? Never forget: He rose triumphantly! 

Prayer: O God, help me be quick to remember and slow to forget Your blessings.



Week 6
Mark 2:1-2

EAGER TO HEAR

“So many gathered that there was no room left” (Mark 2:2).

People were so eager to hear Jesus, they filled the house, spilled outside, and left standing room only. Not many churches are turning people away these days. Yet His words still breathe life into those who receive them. If they don’t crowd our churches, we may have to take His Word to them.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to be eager to hear Your Word.

Mark 2:3-4

PERSEVERANCE

“Since they could not get him to Jesus . . . they made an opening in the roof” (Mark 2:4).

You have to admire the perseverance of these four friends. An impenetrable crowd was no barrier to them. Such people always find a way. “Giving up” was not in their vocabulary. Their audacious persistence paid off when they lowered the man through the roof. How persistent are you?

Prayer: Lord, help me not to give up when the cause is important. 

Mark 2:5

VISIBLE FAITH

“When Jesus saw their faith . . .” (Mark 2:5).

What does it take to get God to “see” your faith? It takes a practical demonstration that says, “I’m not giving lip service to this prayer. I’m acting on what I believe.” A paralytic, dangling by the four corners of his mat, was visible proof of their faith. What is your proof?

Prayer: Father, help me to put feet and hands on my prayers.

Mark 2:6-7

FORGIVENESS

“Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
(Mark 2:7).

The teachers of the law were right: no one can forgive sins but God alone. What they failed to grasp was that Jesus is God; therefore He can – and does – forgive sins. Do we deserve His forgiveness? Of course not. But behold the grace of God that forgives undeserving sinners!

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for your matchless, forgiving grace.

Mark 2:8-12

ASTONISHMENT

“We have never seen anything like this!” (Mark 2:12).

It is sad to become jaded, to feel you have seen it all, done it all, and nothing astonishes you any more. How blessed to possess a childlike faith that still rejoices in answered prayer and daily blessings. As we fast and pray, let’s praise Him for His astonishing love.

Prayer: O God, we praise you for abundant blessings and astonishing answers to prayer.



Week 7
Acts 12:1-5

EARNEST PRAYER

“So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying” (Acts 12:5).

The enemy seemed determined to destroy the church. Arrests, imprisonment, death by the sword – it was not an easy time to be a Christian, especially a leader. But the church was engaged in earnest prayer. How many plots of the enemy have been foiled through the centuries because people prayed? 

Prayer: Lord, help me to be faithful in prayer.

Acts 12:6-7

SLEEPING SOUNDLY

“He struck Peter on the side and woke him up” (Acts 12:7).

Peter practiced what he preached. He would later write, “Cast all your anxiety on him” (1 Peter 5:7). He was so anxiety-free that he fell sound asleep while chained to two soldiers! It took a blow to the side from an angel to wake him up. How are you sleeping these days?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I do now cast my cares on You.

Acts 12:8-10

WHAT GOD CAN DO

“Suddenly the angel left him” (Acts 12:10).

God will do what we cannot, but He will not do what we should do for ourselves. Loosening chains? Not Peter’s department. Opening locked doors? Not one of his skills. Slipping away from armed guards? Not his specialty. Those were miracles an angel performed. Once free, Peter could find his fellow Christians.

Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to do my part and trust You with the rest.

Acts 12:11-13

RECOGNIZING A MIRACLE

“When this had dawned on him” (Acts 12:12).

Did I dream it or just remember it from some past experience? Was it a vision from God or a visitation from last night’s pizza? When Peter finally realized the angel had set him free, he hurried to tell the believers. How quickly do you recognize the hand of God at work?

Prayer: O God, help me to be quick to see how You answer prayer.
Acts 12:14-17

FAITH OR DOUBT?

“When they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished” (Acts 12:16).

How similar we are to these believers. Even as we fast and pray, sometimes we cannot believe that God is answering our prayers. How often have we persisted in doubt, leaving the answer standing at the door? If you’re going to pray for rain, better keep an umbrella close at hand.

Prayer: Father, may my confidence in You never waver. 



Week 8
Genesis 22:1-3

A SLEEPLESS NIGHT?

“Early the next morning . . .” (Genesis 22:3).

We don’t know what kind of night Abraham had. Did he toss and turn, wondering how he could follow through on what God said? All we know is that “early the next morning,” he arose and obeyed. He gathered his son, his donkey, and the things he needed, and started the journey.

Prayer: Dear God, help me to do what’s right even when I don’t understand.

Genesis 22:4-5

A STATEMENT OF FAITH

“We will worship and then we will come back to you” (Genesis 22:5).

What an incredible statement of faith! Notice he said, “We will come back.” Obviously, “Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead” (Hebrews 11:19). Remember, that was 1,500 years before the resurrection of Christ! If Abraham had any doubts, the Scripture does not tell us. He simply moved forward with the plan.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to trust You even when the evidence appears to the contrary.

Genesis 22:6-8

FAITH IN THE UNSEEN

“Where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” (Genesis 22:7).

Isaac’s question must have stabbed Abraham’s heart. His answer reveals a marvelous trust in God. It’s easy to respond when you know the answer. But Abraham gave the perfect answer when no lamb was in sight: “God himself will provide.” It is still the perfect answer for many of our questions today.

Prayer: O Lord, thank You for Your provisions, even those yet unseen.

Genesis 22:9-14

FAITH IN ACTION

“I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son” 
(Genesis 22:12).

James said, “Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do” (James 2:18). That’s what Abraham did. He proved his faith by offering the most precious thing in the world, his beloved son Isaac. God declined the gift but accepted Abraham’s faith.

Prayer: O God, help me to prove my faith by my deeds. 

Genesis 22:15-18

FIND US FAITHFUL

“All nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me” (Genesis 22:18).

Are you a first generation Christian or have many of your ancestors passed the torch of Christian faith down to you? As you fast and pray, thank God for the faithful example set by our forefathers. How many generations will be blessed because of your obedience? It is not too late to begin.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for faithful examples. Help me to be one.

