[image: image1.png]SpringlLie




Personal Evangelism Training

SHARING CHRIST THROUGH SPIRITUAL CONVERSATION

Student Guide

FOUNDATIONS
There are three assumptions we must agree upon if we are going to engage people in our life story as believers.
· God _________ about _______ people (Luke 15; I Tim.2:3-4)

· We are God’s ______________ where we ______ 

(Luke 8:38-39; Matt.5:13-16)

· The best way to __________ Christ is through _____________
of _________________ (Jn.1:35-46; 4:28-30)
WHAT IS A SPIRITUAL CONVERSATION?
Spiritual conversations are interactions with people where you share your spiritual journey. 

Spiritual conversations are everyday encounters where you might talk about God, Jesus, church, Bible reading, prayer or any other dynamic that you use to develop the spiritual aspect of your life.

Spiritual conversations are relational, not confrontational.

The primary goal of spiritual conversations is not conversion, but communicating our relationship with Jesus.

Spiritual conversations are seen as a process, not an ending point (commitment to Christ). 

The ending point may be there if the person is ready to take the defining step of faith. 

Spiritual conversations are guided by the Spirit and wrapped in our personality and conversational style.
 FIVE ESSENTIALS OF SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS:
People are spiritual ________________

People are on spiritual _________________
“For the truth about God is known to them instinctively. God has put this knowledge in their hearts. From the time the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky and invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse whatsoever for not knowing God” (Romans 1:19-20).

People are ___________ to spiritual _______________
We don’t ___________ people, we scatter _____________
We focus on the ______________ not the ________________
Spiritual conversations can take place in many places at various times in different levels of relationships. Some will be a one time opportunity; others will be ongoing dialogues.

____________________ conversations 

____________________ conversations 

HOW TO HAVE SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS

ASKING QUESTIONS

There are two basic kinds of questions: 

_________________ questions

_________________ questions 

An open question helps:

1.
Gain information

2.
Promote personal discovery

3.
Uncover obstacles

5.
Determine responses

Here are some examples of open-ended questions:

· What is your spiritual background?

· What have you done to cultivate your spiritual life?

· Why have you not attended a religious service recently?

· What interests you about religion?

· What spiritual oriented books have you read that caused you to really think?

Discussion Points 

· What made it difficult to keep asking questions?

· What kinds of questions were asked?

· What did you learn about the people from the questions asked?



HOW TO HAVE SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS 

LISTENING

· Be fully _____________ and _______________

· Avoid ______________. 

· Don’t ______________.

· Use _______________ phrases.

· ___________________ what’s said.

· ____________ and _____________

Discussion Points 

· How well did the listener summarize the talker?

· Explain the difficulty in listening for one minute.

· How engaged was the listener to the talker?



HOW TO HAVE SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS 

RESPONDING TO THE CONVERSATIONAL FLOW

· Spiritual conversation is more an ______ than a _______________.

· Principles can ___________, but anticipating conversational flow is 


_______________.

· Dependency on the _____________ ________________ is a must.

Discussion Points

· What did Jesus do to keep the conversation flowing?

· How did he keep the woman engaged in conversation?

· What applications might be made to conversations you may have with a friend, family member, co-worker, or neighbor?

· How might you use your applications in the upcoming week?



HOW TO HAVE SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS 

CONNECTING WITH PEOPLE AT THEIR POINT OF INTEREST
1. Pay ______________

2. Strive for _________________

3. Use ______________

You want to get to know them, not build a case for Christianity. Embrace the admonition of Peter, “Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if you are asked about your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it. But you must do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear….”(I Peter 3:15-16).

4. Suggest _______________

5. ___________________

Use the following prayer to begin each day:


Lord, today help me to share what I have, who I am and Whose I am 


with those you give me the opportunity to reach.
Discussion Points

· How did you determine the person’s “point of interest?”

· What did you do to get him/her to talk about that interest?

· What did you do, or might you have done, to introduce spirituality into the discussion?

Discussion Points

· What question was used to begin the conversation?

· How did you transition to spiritual topics?

· What was the most difficult transition point for you?

· What did you learn that could be used for future conversations?



HOW TO HAVE SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS 

FINAL THOUGHTS
Two things you need to know:

1. Not all _____________ will turn to _____________ topics

2. Not all ______________ conversation will result in _______________ coming to Christ
You need to identify the people with whom you desire to share Christ and invite to Easter Service. Use the following questions to help identify them. If you already know who they are, simply write their name (s) under the last question.

· What do you do?

· Where do you do these activities?

· Who do you do these activities with?

Listening is the number one method of communicating you care about someone as a person, not as a project.





Listen: The good listener is listening for what is said and what is not said. Good listening helps a person discern where someone is in order to help them move to the 


next step of spiritual discovery.











The Spirit must guide how, when, and what we say.











“…be quick to listen, slow to speak….”


James 1:19








Ask Questions – the asking skill is a core component of beginning and maintaining conversations. Questions are 


involved throughout spiritual conversations and are most effective when open-ended.





Interest Points:  When we engage people at their point of interest we let them know we are interested in them and what they like.








Responding:  This is the willingness to pay attention to the one you are talking with in order to know how best to follow the flow. The end result is not to, necessarily, lead the person to Christ, but share your spiritual story and 


hear theirs.








“You see a lot when you look.”


-Yogi Berra
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