Leading a Child to Christ 

As you present the lessons for SpringLife, the opportunity will arise for you to ask the students if they have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  If they do not, please carefully consider these suggestions.

1.  Be sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit in the child’s life. Conversion is the work of the Holy Spirit. God will draw children to Himself. Never force, coerce or push children to make a decision. Salvation must be freely accepted. Be prepared for teachable moments.

2.  Pray for the child.  Pray for open doors to share the Gospel. (Col. 4:2-4) Pray God will prepare their hearts and make you sensitive to the opportunities.

3. Understand when the child is ready. When a child understands that God is a person who loves him or her, when a child can know the difference between right and wrong, when he or she experiences sorrow for doing wrong, and when the child gains a basic understanding of Jesus as God’s Son who died for his or her sin, then that child is ready to respond!

4.  Know how to explain the plan of salvation.  

Here is a method for presenting the gospel to children.

· Jesus wants children to come to Him (Mark 10:14-15). 

· God loves you and sent Jesus to die for you (John 3:16). 

· You have sinned against God (Romans 3:23). 

· The penalty for sin is death (Romans 6:23). 

· You can ask Jesus to take away your sins (Romans 5:8). 

· You can receive the forgiveness of sins (1 John1:9). 

· You can become a member of God’s family (John 1:12) 

5.  Help the child pray to express faith in Christ. Here is a simple prayer you might use. "Dear Jesus, I know I have sinned, and I am sorry. I turn away from my sins and ask you to forgive me. I believe you are God’s Son and died for my sins. I confess my sins to you, and now I want to receive you into my life as my Friend and Savior. Thank you, Jesus. Amen." 

6. Rejoice, Review, Reaffirm.  Celebrate with the child and give them the opportunity to share with the whole group.  Have either you or the child to their parents.  Encourage them to read their Bible daily, pray, and attend church regularly.
