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Events & Promotional Ideas

PROMOTION

· Personal Invitations (hand out post-it invites, business cards, or some other give-away)

· Web Banners are included to promote your event on your website and in emails 

· Table Tents included for use on your welcome/info tables and work great at special events like Valentine’s Day banquets. Emphasize the online prayer wall at www.everysoul.org. 

· Direct Mail / Postcard / Banners and/or Posters

· Newspaper, TV/Radio Ad

· Post-It Prayer Wall (Create a wall where people can post the first name of individuals they are praying for. Integrate into your service, celebrate those who accept Christ by moving to a different wall or finding something special to do with the post-its. Place on a cross at Easter or at baptism.)

· Sharpie Prayer Wall (Give people a sharpie pen and tell them to write names of people on a specific wall of the church. Make it a spectacle. Make prayer intentional. Make outreach practical! Whatever you do, just do it remembering that every name represents a soul.) 
· Outdoor Promotion and/or Stage Set-up (Illustrate the theme of your SpringLife with a unique stage set-up. For example: post-it prayer wall, altar wall for names, images of baptisms, large wooden cross, super-size sticky note, office supply closet, create an office cubicle or office with furniture on stage, etc…think big, think small, just be creative!)

KICK-OFF IDEAS

· Print & hang SpringLife banners, posters and table tents

· Hand out bookmarks with participation information and prayer reminders
· Have a skit on sharing your faith

· Hand out mini packages of M&M’s to the entire congregation. Let them know the M&M represents “making & maturing” disciples (which represents the emphasis of Spring Life).
PALM SUNDAY to EASTER

· Unveil a prayer wall. Have people write the name(s) of the person they want to share Christ and/or invite to Easter. This could also be on a cross, placed on the altar, tied to an evergreen tree, pinned on a bulletin board, painted on the floor or wall, etc….

· Provide invitation cards for Easter Weekend or Services to your congregation.
· Connect prayers for lost people to the Good Friday Service

Additional Ideas submitted by our Ministry Partners:

Post-It
Handwrite invitations on post-it notes. Or give out blank post-it pads, encourage the congregation to invite people to church and to bring the blank post-it back for a special prize and come up with a unique prize for every new attendee. 
Marking the Cross

Place a large wooden cross in front of the church on Palm Sunday. Place a couple of tables with small containers of red finger paint in front of the cross. Invite the congregation to come forward, dip their finger in the paint, and place a red mark on the cross representative of someone they are praying for and inviting to church. Give them a napkin or piece of paper towel to dry their finger with.

Bringing our Friends to the Cross

As part of the Psalm Sunday service, put a cross up on stage (use rough hewn wood) and hand out 3x5 cards as people are walking into the service.  At the foot of the cross, place push-pins.    As part of the message, encourage people to write the name of someone they would like to share Christ with during that week.  Then, at the close of the service, encourage everyone to come up on stage (while the worship team/choir is singing) and using the push-pins provided, pin the names to the cross.  This does two things, it helps the congregation to recognize that Christ died to bring our friends to Christ and in most instances, it increases the motivation people feel to share their faith with their friend during the week.  
Easter Baskets

You will need to ask the congregation to consider filling a basket or baskets worth approximately $25 each. You may find that local businesses will want to donate towards this as well. Purchase new laundry baskets and fill them with every day household goods, necessities, etc. You can also include some Easter candy and a note from the church inviting them to Easter Weekend/Sunday Services. Deliver the baskets on Good Friday to single parents or families in need. When you deliver them simply say, “Happy Easter from “_____________” (name of your church). “We just wanted to show you the love of Jesus this Easter and we hope that you will consider joining us for our Easter Weekend activities/services.”

Post-It Notes
Fitting with the entire SpringLife theme, give out stacks of post-it notes to the entire congregation. Illustrate how we can share Christ to a lost world. Remind each one to keep the post-it notes with them this week as they pray for others and look for spiritual conversations.
Post-It Note Invitations – Add a label with your event info and hand out after service for your people to share with their unsaved friends.
Mug Your Neighbor

Purchase nice tall coffee mugs (they can be very inexpensive) and fill them with Easter candy and an invitation to your Easter Weekend/Services. Go through your community and ‘mug’ –invite your neighbors to join you in church on Easter Sunday.

INVITATION/RESPONSE
· Ask people to raise their hand if they prayed to receive Christ and keep it up until someone comes by and hands them a “First Step” Packet, then request these people to stop by a table where they can get more information on their decision

· Have people who made a commitment to Christ walk over a bridge

· Ask people who made a commitment to fill out a card that is placed in the pews or chairs

· Have a table, tent, room where people who made commitments can stop and get information

· Open the altar

· Have them stand as a sign of their commitments

 “Bridge Idea”

Many are probably aware of “The Bridge” illustration concerning beginning a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Over the last four to five years, several churches have built some kind of “bridge” on their platform/stage and encouraged people to “walk over” the bridge at the close of the service to either make a first time commitment to Christ or to recommit their lives wholeheartedly to Christ.  

Video Testimony

Interview someone in your church who either came to Christ because someone reached out to them and invited them to church or someone who gave their life to Christ on an Easter Sunday. Showing this testimony as you launch SpringLife will remind everyone of the power of relationships and how we can make friends for eternity if we will only reach out.

POST-EASTER

· Send a “welcome to the family” card to each new convert

· Call each person who came to Christ and encourage them

· Send a personal invitation to each new convert inviting them to a Discipling Class

· Have a huge baptism celebration

· Contact the people whose friends came to Christ and give them instruction as to how to follow up on them

· Provide each new believer with a New Believer’s Bible

ANYTIME IDEAS
Matthew Party

Encourage everyone in the congregation to invite some non-Christian people over for dinner as well as a Christian friend or two.  The idea here is to allow our non-Christian friends and Christian friends to interact and get to know each other.  The more our non-Christian friends can interact with followers of Jesus who are “normal” like them, the more comfortable they may feel to accept an invitation to join you at church.  

Night of Prayer / Night of Power

On a certain night, invite the congregation to come together specifically for a time of intercession (prayer) for the unchurched.  Make sure this time is well planned and does not drag.  In many cases, the best way to handle this is to plan on praying for 45 minutes of guided prayer time.   You can start off the evening with worship and then move into prayer.  There are many different ways this can actually be done.  One way is to ask people who attend to get into groups of 3-5 and pray together as a group.  

What kinds of things should you pray for?

What group of people in your town/city are farthest from God, most neglected and therefore in need of prayer?  The possibilities here are endless.  

Who are the people in each person’s sphere of influence that are in need of coming into a relationship with Jesus Christ?  What are the biggest factors in keeping them far from God?  Pray that the Holy Spirit would break through these barriers as a result of your prayer.  

Pray that you would become sensitive to the “divine appointments” the Holy Spirit sets up for you to talk to someone about your relationship with Jesus Christ; that you would not miss these opportunities because you are distracted by so many other things in life.

Pray for boldness to share what the Lord has done in your life with those God sets up these divine appointments with.

Pray that the services leading up to Easter and immediately after Easter would be unusually filled with the Holy Spirit’s presence and power.   

Pray that people will come to Christ during this season.  That their hearts/lives will be open to the working of the Holy Spirit in their lives and that they would make a life-long decision to become a follower of Jesus Christ.  

Dinner 4 – 6

Encourage couples in your church to invite two other couples over to their homes for dinner (dinner for six). Pray specifically that God would open doors for meaningful conversations and an opportunity to invite them to church on Easter Sunday. You may want to prepare an invitation to church that you can give them before they leave. A written invitation with a magnet on the back would be best. Hopefully they will place it on their fridge or mirror and consider coming to church.

Keep it in sight!

Print invite reminders like banners, posters and table tents to help remind your people to be following up with people who came to activities and services. Provide your people with a follow-up invitation card to handout to those who came. Include a reminder in an e-newsletter with practical tips on sharing your faith. Discipleship doesn’t just happen…it has to be intentional! Keep presenting opportunities for people to be involved in a small group and/or ministry. Continue keeping this season for eternity in sight all year! [image: image2.png]SpringlLie
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