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SpringLife 2009

Message 1 – COME & SEE

THEME

Inviting- Initiating Life Change 

Character Study: Philip

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  

John 1:45-46 

Philip found Nathaniel and told him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote - Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Joseph.’”

‘Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?’ Nathanael asked. 

‘Come and see,’ said Philip.”

INTRODUCTION

Regardless of belief systems or values, it feels great to be invited to a game (especially when the other person buys the tickets), to a concert, on a vacation, to dinner, to the birthday party. Being invited communicates love, value, and significance. Being invited resonates with every human being because it speaks directly to our need to belong. (Pastor- Great opportunity to share a personal story when you were invited to do something or be a part of something. Be specific. Tell your story.)
As followers of Jesus we have the opportunity and the mandate to invite others to experience Jesus Christ. John 1:43-51 gives us some practical clues about what it means to invite others to experience Jesus.

EXPANDED SERMON OUTLINE

1.  Inviting starts with a relationship. (v. 45)

Philip invited Nathanael because Philip knew Nathanael. Philip invited within the context of a relationship. God has placed people in your life that you, and you alone, are able to invite because you have a relationship, or the potential for a relationship with them. 

Who do you know? God has placed you within a unique sphere of influence and has given you unique relationships with others and this is where the invitation begins. 

2.  Inviting demands intentionality. (v. 45)

Most of us would be content to just leave it up to others to ask us about our faith, yet God uses intentionality on the part of His followers to create lasting life change. Life change begins to happen when followers of Jesus purposefully invite others to experience Jesus within the context of a relationship. Notice the action surrounds Philip. Philip experienced Jesus, and Philip “went and found.” Nathanael’s life was changed because Philip made a point to find him and invite him. 

How many “Nathaniel’s” has God placed in your life? Nathaniel’s who are waiting for an invite? People want to be found. God will use your intentionality to change lives.

“The best chance of getting them (unchurched) to a church is when someone they know and trust invites them, offers to accompany them, and there is reason to believe that the church event will address one of the issues or needs they are struggling with at that moment."  - Barna Research Group. New Statistics on Church Attendance and Avoidance. March 3, 2008

3.  Inviting is experiencing. (v. 46)

Inviting does not mean you have all the answers. Inviting means you ask others to join you in experiencing who Jesus is. “Come and see,” Philip said. Our responsibility is not to have all the answers, our responsibility is not to describe the God of the universe with perfect eloquence or persuasion, our responsibility is to invite others to come, see, and experience Jesus. 

Jesus, not Philip, changed Nathaniel’s life. Philip only initiated the process. It is Jesus who changes lives. 

4.  Inviting is partnering. (v. 48)

Inviting is partnering with God in what He is already doing. In sales this is called the “hot lead”: the ground has been cultivated, the pump has been primed, the keys are in the ignition. Jesus saw Nathaniel while he was sitting under a tree “before Philip called” him. God, through the Holy Spirit, is at work in the lives of those around us before we “make the ask.” Inviting is a partnership between Jesus Christ and his followers. Jesus knew Nathanael before Philip knew Nathanael, but it was Philip’s invite that brought Nathanael into the presence of Jesus, and his life was forever changed. 

CONCLUSION

Often the fear of rejection trumps any motivation we might have to invite another person to join us in experiencing Jesus. The challenge is balancing our fear of inviting with the truth that we are ambassadors for Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:20). God has given each of us the opportunity to invite others to experience Jesus, and it is through that invitation that God initiates life change. 

APPLICATION

1. Identify those in your sphere of influence. There are names and faces that you are thinking of right now. Who do you have a relationship with? Who do you see and interact with on a regular basis?

2. Pray that God would give you an opportunity to invite that person. Take advantage of the opportunity God gives you. 

3. Allow God to work in the hearts and lives of those you invited. It’s not about you sealing the deal. Turn that person over to Jesus.

4. Make the ask. Just do it! Invite.
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