SpringLife 2009

Message 2- THE ADAPTED METHOD

THEME

Advancing His message may sometimes mean adapting our methods of evangelism. 

Character Study: Paul

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

1 Corinthians 9:22 “I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some.”

INTRODUCTION

[image: image1.png]SpringlLie



Today, I am not preaching to you, but Paul is preaching to us. Like all good sermons, this message is a challenge for you as an individual, for me as your pastor, and for us as an entire Church body. Will we be willing to adapt our methods to advance God’s message of hope, forgiveness, and grace?

EXPANDED SERMON OUTLINE

1. The Gospel calls for Change

When we come into contact with the life giving power of the good news of Jesus Christ, we are changed. We experience a transformation that leaves nothing in our lives untouched. And this change continues as we grow in grace and are drawn into deeper places in relationship with God. Christianity is not a call to stagnant living, but to continual growth. Continual growth requires a willingness to change.

What is true for the individual is also true for this Church as a whole. As we continue to grow into the Church God has called us to be (we still have room to grow, right?), we must be willing to change some of our methods, so that real change can happen in the lives of people around us. We do this, as Paul says in this passage, “for the sake of the gospel.” 

2. The Gospel calls for Courage

Change requires courage. It is much more comfortable for us to continue in the normal patterns of our lives. Moving beyond ourselves, intentionally engaging someone who is not like us, can be frightening. But Paul’s example challenges us to become missionaries in our own towns and homes. And the Spirit who has written this gospel on our hearts will give us courage, just as He did for the first Christians, and every believer ever since!

3. The Gospel calls for Compassion

We must be clear about the motive behind our actions. This is not driven by a manipulative marketing strategy, but by authentic care and compassion for those who are lost without the hope we have found. 

In this passage, Paul embraces the plight of the slave, feels the sting of the outcast, and stands in the world of the weak. 

4. The Gospel will not Compromise

Our expressions may change, but the message itself never will. Paul is not asking us to compromise the gospel. Instead, he is challenging us to release it in creative ways! 

The purpose is to spread the transforming good news. What good would it do if we compromised it? 

It is not that Paul changed who he was, but that he cared to understand who they were, and put himself in their place.  

CONCLUSION

Paul’s own life challenges us with this question: What is our first love? Is it the great news of Jesus Christ? Is it the mission of seeing the world around us experience the grace that has so transformed us? 

This was Paul’s consuming passion. It was the driving force behind everything he did. He pushed through shipwrecks, death threats, and actual assassination attempts, all the while sustained by this singular mission: to see one more come into relationship with Jesus. He crossed boundary after boundary, breaking in with this message. How far will we be willing to go?

APPLICATION

Distribute a small blank piece of paper to each person in the congregation (bulletin insert, one on each seat before they come in, etc…). Challenge them to write down at least one idea of how to embody this message as an individual and as a Church. Encourage creativity. Let nothing be off limits. You never know, the next great idea for reaching your town may be sitting in your pew! 
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