SpringLife 2009

Message 3 – HOSPITALITY EVANGELISM (or THROW A PARTY FOR JESUS)
THEME 

Use the gift of hospitality to connect “not-yet-Christian” people to Jesus.

Character Study: Matthew  

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Matthew 9:9-13 (NLT) 
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As Jesus was going down the road, he saw Matthew sitting at his tax-collection booth. "Come, be my disciple," Jesus said to him. So Matthew got up and followed him. That night Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to be his dinner guests, along with his fellow tax collectors and many other notorious sinners. The Pharisees were indignant. "Why does your teacher eat with such scum?" they asked his disciples. When he heard this, Jesus replied, "Healthy people don't need a doctor – sick people do." Then he added, "Now go and learn the meaning of this Scripture: 'I want you to be merciful; I don't want your sacrifices.' For I have come to call sinners, not those who think they are already good enough."

INTRODUCTION

What do you think about when you think of the word, “Party”?  Birthday? Anniversary? Christmas? Super Bowl? Kegger?  We attach party to a lot of things. What if we attached it to evangelism?  What if we realized that we could use hospitality to connect with someone in a way that might end up connecting them to Jesus?  

Today you’re going to realize that your backyard or your dining room might be an incredibly effective evangelism tool! 

EXPANDED SERMON OUTLINE

Matthew threw a party: 

1. It was a party with a purpose not just a party

a. Matthew used his influence to connect his friends to Jesus. 

b. Matthew used his home (rather than a pulpit) as an evangelism tool.

c. Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples (a bunch of cleaned up characters could interact with his not-yet cleaned up friends).

2. It was a party with a problem

a. Mathew’s friends weren’t “cleaned up”…there were sinners there. 

b. Matthew’s friends didn’t fit well with the church crowd. 

c. Supper with sinners is uncomfortable for some of us. The church has all kinds of fellowship events (notice fellowship and food both start with the same letter) for people already inside the church but we avoid parties with others because they’re “messed up.”

3. It was a party with a possibility

a. What if rules get broken?   Jesus didn’t expect Matthew’s friends to be holy yet. He knew they had problems—but he knew he was the answer.

b. What if misunderstanding happens?  The Pharisees believed that revival power had not come to Israel because of the presence of sinners (tax-collectors, prostitutes, etc.)…if they could only get rid of sinners,  Messiah would come and deliverance would happen. Jesus confounded them by hanging out with the very people they were trying to get rid of because He wanted to change them. This is a tough one for Wesleyans. We’re pretty cleaned up people. But then, so was Jesus. He wasn’t a sinner, he just hung out with “sinners.”

c. What if someone’s life is changed?  Extending mercy is more important to Jesus than rigidly following the rules. He is willing to be misunderstood as long as “sick” people can get healthy.

CONCLUSION

What if we were willing to use the gift of hospitality as an evangelism tool?  What if we had neighborhood parties?  What if we had Super Bowl parties and invited some Christian friends and some “not-yet-Christian” friends. Jesus is the “Great Physician.”  What if we were willing to let our homes be the neighborhood Redi-Med clinic? What if we were willing to put up with the discomfort of having “sinners” in the house?  What if you invited a friend to church but sweetened the deal by inviting them to lunch afterwards? What if we didn’t react in horror if they bought a beer?  What if we built relationships with our not-yet-Christian neighbors and their lives were changed?

APPLICATION

· Have a Friend Day the week before Easter. Invite people back for Easter service.

· Host a block party for your neighborhood. 

· Make a list of five neighbors or friends who don’t yet know Jesus (thinking of them as “not-yet-Christians” is probably more positive than thinking of them as “sinners.”)

· Pray for them every day.

· Talk to them every week.

· Do something special for them (shovel the walk, mow the lawn, bake cookies)

· Invite them over for a party. You can’t invite a “friend” to Friend Day unless you’ve become their friend.
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