SpringLife 2009

Message 4 – WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

THEME

To help people realize the dynamic difference Easter can make on their life.  

SCRIPTURES

(Romans 5:8, Titus 3:3-7, Matthew 28:1 – 10) Focus: Ephesians 1:18 - 20

INTRODUCTION

Think of different inventions in the last 150 years that have made a huge difference in the way we function, the way we “do life.”  Automobile, telephone, television, personal musical players, personal computer…Imagine a life without any of these things.  Life would be drastically different!  
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Chances are, you can think back to a series of events in your life that have literally changed everything about your life. If I were to ask you to list the “watershed” events of your life, both good and perhaps some of them even pretty difficult – you could probably do so pretty quickly.  

If I were to ask you, “What is the largest watershed event of all time?”  That would be a bit more difficult to answer.  Chances are there would be many possibilities in your mind that would contend for the most important event in history.  Christ followers believe the largest watershed event that ever occurred is what is celebrated every year around the world on this day, Easter.  

EXPANDED SERMON OUTLINE

1.  On Good Friday, Christians commemorate that Jesus Christ loved us enough to be willing to go to a cross to die for everything we have ever done and will ever do wrong; which is what Jesus did when He died on the cross for our sins.  Romans 5:8  (NLT)

On Good Friday, Christians remind themselves that there’s nothing we can do on our own power to get right with God.  We can’t ever be good enough to receive entrance into heaven, it is a total gift.  A gift bought for us, not by master-card or visa, a gift not bought by credit.  A gift bought for us by Jesus Christ’s willingness to go to the cross and die in our place.  Titus 3:3-7 

2.  Good Friday wasn’t the end—Jesus came back from the grave!  He really did rise from the dead.  For a few of you here this morning, your question is, “Did that really happen?  Did Jesus really come back from the grave?”  If that’s your biggest question, then let me encourage you to pick up a copy of Lee Strobel’s book, “The Case for Easter.”  In this book, Lee outlines facts behind the historicity of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Matthew 28:1 - 10 (NLT)
For many more of you, the question is not, “Did it happen,” but “What does it matter?”  You’re not trying to be sacrilegious or anything, you’re just saying to yourself, “Seriously, how is this going to affect my life in 2009?  How is this going to help me in my life TODAY and this week?”  

3.  It’s not possible to overestimate how much the watershed event of Jesus coming back from the grave can have powerful and positive effects on all of our lives.  

Our main passage this morning comes from a letter a guy by the name of Paul wrote.  Paul was a hater of Christ and Christianity – but then he met the person of Jesus Christ face to face (Acts 9:3-6; 1 Corinthians 15:8).  This encounter with a risen Jesus Christ changes everything about Paul’s life and he writes about the change it can make in ours.  Ephesians 1:18 - 20 (NLT)

4.  Here’s a question… where could you use an infusion of power in your life?

Do you have a decision you need to make?

Do you have a habit you need to break?  

Do you have some health issues?

Is your marriage not what you want it to be?

Do you need power right now in dealing with a situation at work?    

Are your finances a wreck?  

Are you feeling down a lot? 

Is the quality of your life not what you thought it would be?  

Are there some relationships either with family members or friends or coworkers that are driving you a little bit nuts?  

Do you continually struggle with a self-image situation that brings you down? 

Do you have a situation at school either with a friend or in a class?  

5.  This power is available TO US!  It’s available FOR US!  Ephesians 1:19 - 20 (NLT)  Jesus’ sacrifice on a cross made it possible for us to be forgiven totally of everything we’ve ever done wrong and enter into a relationship with Him… and His resurrection made it possible for us to live the kind of life we were created and put on this earth to live.  A life filled with adventure, a life filled with purpose, a life filled with victory over those things that used to control us.  
CONCLUSION

Easter, it’s filled with some pretty interesting events for some people like:

Easter egg hunts

Eating ham

Dressing up to go to church.  

But the REAL event is the fact that Jesus Christ rose from the dead and that this exact same power is now available to us in the areas of our life where we need it most.  The biggest watershed event in history can become the biggest watershed event in our personal lives.  

APPLICATION

So, I want to challenge you this morning to ask yourself two questions:

Am I a believer in Jesus Christ?  Do I really believe that His death on the cross paid the penalty for all my sins?  Have I ever crossed “over the line” and declared my allegiance to Jesus Christ and made a commitment to following Him?  

Where do I need the same power that raised Him from the grave to be applied to our personal lives?  Where do we need to see change?  What area of our life do we need to open up to God in a new and fresh way and say, “God, I need your power to be applied right here to this area?”  
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