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Spring Life 2009

Message 8 – RELATIONSHIP AND OBEDIENCE

THEME

Discipleship and obedience in the hard questions of life.

Character Study: Abraham

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Genesis 22:1 – “Some time later God tested Abraham.”          

INTRODUCTION

Many Christians feel like God tests them and then marks on a pass/fail basis. But God’s tests almost always comes in two parts. Part one of the test is true/false. Part two of the test is the essay question. The true/false part of the test is about obedience. Will we do what God has called us to do? The essay part is about relationship. Will we engage with God on a very honest level while we are being obedient? In our story, Abraham passed the first part of the test and failed the second part of the test. Some of you are being tested. It is important that you pass both parts of the test.

EXPANDED SERMON OUTLINE
1.
The nature of God’s tests  (v.1)

The Hebrew word for test in verse one is not so much related to pass/fail but it means, “to give experience to”. God wasn’t looking to grade Abraham he was looking to give experience to Abraham. God’s tests are always designed to teach us something about Him.

2.
Can I trust God when he asks something like this of His friends? (v. 2)

The core question in becoming a real disciple is, can I trust God with my life? The only answer that will take us forward in our spiritual journey is, “yes”. But how does one give an unreserved “yes” to a God who asks something like this of Abraham? We question God the same way that Abraham must have. We ask; how do I trust God if an important prayer request apparently remains unanswered? What if God calls me to some place I don’t want to go? Committing our lives to a God who is good - but who isn’t safe - is something that every Christian needs to come to terms with.

3.
God is looking for obedience and relationship (v. 2)

This verse is the first time the word “love” is used in the bible. God is directing Abraham toward relationship. God uses the same words in this verse as in Abraham’s calling. Again he is directing Abraham toward relationship. To pass this relationship test Abraham should have been God’s friend. He rightly should have honored God and trusted God and taken his son on the three day trip. But every step of the way he should have called on God to be true to his character, to be faithful to who He is. Perhaps Abraham did this, but we have no record of him wrestling with God. Abraham argued with God for Sodom and Gomorra, but did he argue for his son? With each step he could have said:

Lord I don’t get this – change your mind.

Lord what about your promise of more descendents?

Lord this isn’t like you – You’re Yahweh not some Canaanite god.

Lord my life is yours – take it instead of Isaac’s.

Lord we are friends, I am calling on you to be a friend – change this.

Lord this isn’t in line with your promises - show yourself strong.

4.
Abraham passed… and then failed (vv. 11-18)

God commends Abraham for being obedient and not withholding his son. He also promises to bless him and the nations through him because of his obedience. But isn’t it interesting that although Abraham was the father of the Hebrew nation, they were named after Jacob (Israel) - the one who wrestled with God? The events after this one are very telling. God asks Abraham to sacrifice his son and Abraham begins, but it is an angel that tells him to stop. Why didn’t God himself speak? After this event, God never again speaks to Abraham. While Abraham speaks about God, it is never recorded that he speaks to God. This is not exactly the response you would expect from either God or Abraham had this been the kind of spiritual victory we tend to consider it to be.

It is hard to tell from the text but it doesn’t look like Isaac completed the journey home with Abraham. From then on, it is not recorded that Abraham and Isaac ever talked again. Abraham gave his marriage instructions to Isaac through a servant, and even the final blessing wasn’t given in person.

Shortly after Abraham got home, Sarah his wife died. The Bible says that Isaac grieved for his mother. But there is no mention of grief for his father when he died. With his mother’s death, Isaac is comforted by his wife, not his father. Abraham may not have killed his son on Mt. Moriah, but it appears that he killed their relationship. That is not what we would expect to see if God blesses obedience.

CONCLUSION
God not only wants us to be obedient to Him. He wants us to be in relationship with Him. If He only wanted obedience He would have created us to be like the angels. If you have an authentic relationship with someone, and they ask something of you that you don’t understand, you enter into a dialogue with them. God wants us to dialogue with Him when we don’t understand what He asks of us. However, this dialogue must take place in the context of obedience. It is not an excuse for disobedience.

APPLICATION
Look at the Psalms and see how many times the Psalmist argues with God. 

If there is something going on in your life that you are having issues with, do not be hesitant to set your case before God. God wants obedience, but he also wants a relationship. Argue with God if you need to.

While you are arguing however, surrender yourself to be obedient to this good God in spite of your lack of understanding.
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