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SpringLife 2009

Youth Lesson 4 – DAN’S STAND

PURPOSE

The purpose of this lesson is to show students that taking a stand for God has ramifications far beyond whatever situation we’ve been placed in.

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Daniel 6 with a concentration on verses 25-28

MESSAGE 
I. Introduction  

In the story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den, Daniel faced certain death for taking a stand for God. Most of us will never have to make that kind of choice, but every day we face situations in which we can choose to take a stand or not. Let us look to Daniel’s dilemma and gain insight on how to face our own circumstances. 

Scripture Focus

Daniel 6:25-28 – Taking a stand for our faith can:

· Increase our own faith

· Be a witness to unbelievers – and make then eventual believer
· Exhibit a faith worth believing in and standing up for
II. Increase Our Own Faith 

A. Faith can be a really funny thing. It’s described as the belief in things unseen. On several occasions Christ healed people based simply on faith. He said, “Go, your faith has healed you”. It’s the cornerstone of who we are as people of God. In fact, our relationship with God is described as our ”faith”. Daniel had faith. He refused to sacrifice his integrity just to please men. He knew full well that saying “no” to the King’s decree was as good as saying, “yes” to certain death. In doing that Daniel showed us the truest form of faith. He trusted God so much that he was willing to stand up for what was right even if God didn’t save him.
III. Be a Witness 
A. One of the problems in reaching others effectively for Jesus is that we find it difficult to illustrate our faith. When our faith is tested, do we stay true to who we say we are, or do we reason and justify our compromises? Daniel faced a true life or death situation and he willingly walked right into it.  Think about the people that were around when they put him in. Everyone knew what Daniel was being charged with, they knew what he stood for.  Daniel stood before an entire kingdom and said I am willing to die for what I believe in. Not only die, but do so in an extremely gruesome manor. That’s the difference between telling someone about Jesus and sharing your faith… living out who you say you are always trumps lip service. People took notice when Daniel made that statement with his actions. If you take a stand for God no matter what - people will take notice and they will see Christ in you.

B. Not only did Daniel walk into the lion’s den, but he walked out. That man spent an entire night in a locked space with hungry lions and come daybreak he walked out without a scratch. And the first thing he said to the King when he walked out was “O king live forever! My God has sent his angel, and He shut the mouths of the lions.” Daniel could have said or done anything when he walked out but what he chose to do what let everyone know why he walked out… God. Those same people that took notice of Daniel’s faith in God when he walked in saw him walk out unscathed. He stayed true to who he was despite the circumstances. As Christ followers it should always be one of our top priorities to share where we’ve been and who we are in Christ with those around us. For those times in lives when we’re being stretched and tested - the best thing we can do when God delivers us is give Him credit.  We give Him glory because He deserves it and because we never know who may be watching us.

CHALLENGE

Use the times in your life when your faith is being stretched as a testament of God’s work in your life.

1. Use it to increase your own faith – Trust God that He knows what He’s doing and that He has what’s best for you in mind.

2. Use it as a witness – God places you in certain circumstances not only to increase your faith but as a tool to help build others’ faith in Him.
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