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Youth Lesson 8 – KEPT PROMISE
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this lesson is to show students that they can trust God’s promises

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Genesis 17:15-19, Genesis 21:1-8, Matthew 1:2

I. Introduction  

“Promises are made to be broken.” That’s the stance we’ve taken when it comes to our word. There was a time when we used to say; “My word is my bond.” That’s where God still stands. He shows us through His interaction with Abraham that He keeps his word.

II. Scripture Focus
Genesis 17:15-19  – God Makes a Promise

Genesis 21:1-8 – God Delivers

III. Message
In a world that puts no stock in promises, God still keeps His.

1. God Makes a Promise (Genesis 17:15-19)

A. Abraham is nearly 100 years old and his wife is 90. They should be living out their last days in a retirement village on the banks of the Jordan River playing Canasta talking about the Flood. Instead God promises them something unexpected. Sarah is going to have a child! God deals in the unexpected. Expectations are human limitations that do not apply to God who sees everything at once. So knowing the whole story, God promises things that seem unexpected.

B. Not only was it unexpected for a 90-year-old couple to conceive and have a child, it was downright outrageous. If a 90-year-old woman had a child today, it would be the hottest story on CNN. They would have all kinds of specialists and experts giving their professional opinion on the matter. But if we look through the scripture, God deals in the outrageous. Sometimes it takes something completely off the wall for us to know that it is God. 

2. God Delivers (Genesis 21:1-8)

A. So here we are 9 months later and Abraham and Sarah’s son, Isaac, is here. The question of timing comes to mind. Why didn’t God provide Isaac when his parents were in their twenties? Why did He wait so long? The answer is simple; God is always on time. His timeline of events is perfect. Isaac was sent for a reason and a time. God will deliver on the promises He’s made in your life, so trust that the timing will be perfect. 

B. The promise of Isaac’s delivery served not only to give Abraham a son but also to fulfill another purpose. If we look in the second verse of the Gospel of Matthew (Matt. 1:2), we see that Jesus is a direct descendant of Isaac. God’s promise to Abraham of a son was laying the foundation for the savior of the world. When God makes a promise in your life, He may be laying a foundation for something big.

CHALLENGE

When God presents an unexpected and outrageous promise in your life, trust in Him.

1. Promise Made – Don’t bind God in human limitations.

2. Promise Kept – Trust His timing and His Purpose.
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