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It is difficult to address the problem of 

suffering, especially in the face of people 

who are experiencing it. So we punt by 

saying things like, There are no pat answers.

In fear that we will offer an inadequate response, 

is it better to offer virtually no response at all? No, 

we should be able to do better than that. 

By Lawrence Wilson 

  You rule the oceans.

 psalm 89:9 NLT

 you subdue their storm-tossed waves.



Teaching
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We do have to take care to avoid trite comments. I have 
personally experienced the death of a child, chronic 
illness, serious trauma, and four major surgeries, so I’ve 
been on the receiving end of many well-meaning, but 
insensitive remarks designed to say suffering is okay. 

• God needed your little girl in heaven.
• I guess you have suffered, because God knew you

    could handle it.
• Praise God, now you will be able to minister to

    others who are suffering like you.
• Whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth. (Ouch!)

Agree that suffering is bad
But it’s not okay. Suffering is a terrible thing. And 
somebody needs to say that out loud. 

• I’m sorry for your loss.
• I can’t imagine the pain.
• I’m so sad about what has happened.

Agreeing that suffering is bad is not a pat answer. It is 
one of the best things we can do for people who suffer. 
But it can’t be the only thing. 

affirm that god is great
A theology of suffering cannot be reduced to 
140 characters, the social media standard for 
communication. Yet, if we have any understanding of 
the character of God, we might say something helpful 
to those who experience it. 
 It is not a pat answer to set human suffering 
against the larger backdrop of God’s story and eternity. 
I hate it that terrible things happen in a lost and fallen 
world. I don’t know why this happened, but I believe that 
one day we will understand, and that he will wipe all the 
tears from our eyes

offer prayer & love
I’m praying for you. We care for you. These statements are elegant affirmations 
of what we believe about suffering, God, and our hope for the future: The world 
is a messed up place, but God is good. Life is hard, but it will get better, and the 
sufferer is not alone. Prayer and love are not pat answers, and to offer them is a 
deep expression of hope.

find god here, now
“Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once 
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him” 
(Hebrews 5:8–9).
 Jesus is the Son of God, yet he suffered, and gained from the experience of 
suffering. We follow Jesus, and there is something to be gained from suffering. 
Jesus suffered because he became like us; when we suffer, we become like him. 
Jesus’ suffering literally saved the world! 
 God doesn’t allow suffering because he’s short-staffed. He does, however, 
enter fully into the human experience and redeem every moment of it, 
including suffering. Jesus suffered, and we are connected to him in a powerful 
way through our suffering. The Holy Spirit can help us to express this in ways 
that are sensitive. 

• God is here, now.
• Jesus knows your sorrow. He will help you through this. His presence is our

    source of hope in every human condition.
• I pray that in you, God will bring you the grace and power you need, and you

    will know his love and his presence.

We are all in this together, and God is in it too
There’s nothing trite about that. In the face of suffering, we can affirm that there 
is trouble in this world, but God is good. We become more like Christ when we 
persevere through it, and know that better days are coming. In short, we have 
faith and we have hope. We can say these things with words, but we can also 
clothe words with love when we add tears, hugs, presence, or acts of service for 
those who are needy or who are mourning. 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 
we ourselves receive from God” (2 Cor. 1:3–4).

Jesus suffered, and we can become   
more connected to him in a powerful 
way through our suffering.

Lawrence Wilson is the senior pastor of 
Fall Creek Wesleyan Church, Fishers, Ind.
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 Paul tells the church in Corinth, “If one 
part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part 
is honored every part rejoices with it”  
(1 Corinthians 12:26). Also to the Romans he 
writes, “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn 
with those who mourn” (Romans 12:15). 

A Christian is never an escapist. We 
enter into the suffering with people, 
bringing a healing presence for 
people who feel alone in their pain.

 I will never forget the words of an old 
woman I met in a refugee camp who must have 
been over 80. After being carried by her family 
members escaping the atrocities of the rebel war 
in Sierra Leone, Africa, she told us: “Thank you 
for coming, I thought we had been forgotten.”
 There are millions of people calling to 
us, saying, “We are suffering … Have we been 
forgotten?”

Join me in the best Christian 
response: “We will enter into your 
suffering and there we will find 
the Resurrection of Christ with 
you.”

I will never forget the cool morning air as it 
hit my face standing in a packed field outside 
a feeding station in Ethiopia. The famine had 
already claimed thousands of lives. The people 
crushed around me would be the next victims 
of starvation unless help came in the next few 
hours. People were not talking. A silence of 
death hung heavy. 

As I walked along with medical personnel 
into the crowd, people began to whisper and 
quietly tell their desperate story of why they 
needed help immediately. The reason for the 
whisper was to save calories, yes, to preserve 
their lives a few more hours. I later learned that 
mothers had buried several of their children 
on the way to the feeding station and some 
had even died at the gate of sheer hunger 
and exhaustion. This was suffering beyond 
comprehension to me. 
 In daily news, we are made aware in 
graphic pictures of suffering. It is difficult to 
grasp the pain of war, rape, murder on our 
streets, sickness that surrounds us. If we are 
honest, we will admit a fear of identifying too 
closely with the suffering. We fear experiencing 
the pain ourselves. As a result we as a culture are 
driven to seek happiness at all costs. In a recent 
article (April 7, 2014) in the New York Times, 
David Brooks writes, “We are a culture awash in 
talk about happiness. In one three-month period 
last year more than 1000 books were released on 
Amazon on that subject.”
 In a culture seeking only fleeting 
happiness, Christianity must be counter-cultural 
and take suffering seriously.
 Jesus entered into the suffering with 
people. He wept with Mary and Martha at the 
death of their brother. 

Entering
INTO SUFFERING
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Preview Video
www.living246.com

Richard Meeks is district superintendent of the 
East Michigan District of The Wesleyan Church.

CONSIDER 24/6 FOR YOUR 
NEXT DISCIPLESHIP GROUP

In this four-session video study, Dr. Matthew Sleeth lays out 

a plan for living a healthier, happier, more God-centered life 

by simply and faithfully honoring the Sabbath. 

       Order at wphonline.com

By keeping the Sabbath, I acknowledge that God is on the throne 
of my life and he determines how I spend my days. 

When I decide to stay on the job 24/7, as if the God of the universe can’t rule my 
world without my nonstop working, I’ve declared that I am in charge and God 
needs me—rather than the other way around. 

God powerfully used the visit of Dr. Matthew and Nancy Sleeth of Blessed Earth to 
remind the pastors and leaders of the East Michigan District of the importance of 
being Sabbath-keepers. 

The Sabbath represents the establishment of God’s Kingdom—his rule and reign—
in my heart and life. There is nothing that more clearly indicates my full surrender 
to the King of kings than my obedience, including observance of the Sabbath! 

 Keeping the Sabbath means I am trusting
 God with all I am and all I do.
As a workaholic who battles the temptation to be defined by my work—keeping the 
Sabbath is not optional. It’s a “must-do” if I’m to be holy as a sanctified disciple of 
Jesus Christ. 

Sabbath-keeping—obeying the fourth commandment—is an incredible indicator 
of our love for our God and King! It’s one thing to sing our songs, say our prayers, 
sanctify our giving, and sermonize—all as worship in the Lord’s name. For many of 
us, it’s another matter to so surrender our hearts to God that he sits on the throne 
of our lives and determines how we spend our days.

I am, and will be, a Sabbath-keeper! Here’s why:
• The Sabbath fixes my problem – I surrender my kingdom of self-reliance!
• The Sabbath focuses my priorities – I stop to acknowledge who and what is 

most important!
• The Sabbath fuels my passion – I step deeper into God’s grace and his presence 

in my life! 

Friday is my Sabbath. It’s the day my wife Crystal and I stop working so we can pray 
and play. It’s our time to rest and enjoy God’s rhythm for our lives. I take off my 
watch; I turn off my cell phone; I stay away from emails; I read for relaxation and 
spiritual growth – not to prepare for my next teaching session. I rest. I worship my 
King. He refreshes my soul. 

God knows us. He knows we need this, and our relationship needs this. I am 
thankful that he has placed this before us once again so powerfully.

Becoming a Sabbath-keeper
By Richard Meeks

Teaching

http://www.wphonline.com/product.asp?sku=2158_BKC210
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SY7FkIZ7USw
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Victory Over
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God has not abandoned us—
to whom else could we go?

Probably you or someone you know well has had to 
endure suffering. Human travail—serious disease, injury, 
war, loss of a loved one, abuse, deep loneliness, and much 
more—will eventually touch us all. 
 Some react to suffering in such a way that it destroys 
them. Anger, bitterness, and self-pity are allowed to take 
up permanent residence. Some lose faith in God and walk 
away from him. Is God not powerful enough to prevent 
the suffering? Why would a loving God allow this? 
 Others find ways to overcome the spiritual challenges 
that often come with suffering. While they may harbor 
doubts or question God’s reasons for allowing suffering, 
they don’t forsake God. To whom would they then go? 
Instead, they seek him and receive his care and grace in 
the midst of the suffering. He is good and loving. His 
ways are not our ways, but he knows the end from the 
beginning. He is sovereign and trustworthy. By his grace, 
hope, and even joy, God helps us through the deepest 
struggles of life. 
 The following are all real people in our churches who 
have experienced their own stories of suffering. Each is 
unique, yet they have a common thread: even though 
suffering is a reality of life, God’s real presence and love 
give hope and power to have victory over it.

Compiled by Ron McClung and Tricia Rife
Illustrated by Maggie Hubbard

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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 Merne described his perseverance 
as a combination of “God’s grace and 
Merne’s grit.” His grit was so tenacious 
that daughter Sandy remembers a doctor 
once told a roomful of medical students 
that they would never again see a patient 
at Harris’ stage of Parkinson’s who could 
still get in and out of a chair.

 Merne Harris died in 2007 at the 
age of 83. When asked what enabled 
her husband to maintain his positive 
perspective on life and ministry, Sue 
Harris said, “His relationship with Jesus.” 
He never lost his joy regardless of his 
circumstances.

After a distinguished career as an evangelist, 
pastor, professor, dean, and president of Vennard 
College in University Park, Iowa, Dr. Merne 
Harris retired. He and his wife Sue moved to 
Ankeny, Iowa, and he embraced the role of 
international pastor for World Gospel Mission. 
Then he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease.
      Parkinson’s is a progressive neurological 

disorder with symptoms that vary widely. The Harris’ 
knew little about Parkinson’s except that it had left an 
acquaintance unable to eat with his hands. Harris never 
experienced the familiar hand tremors associated with the 
disease. Instead, his muscles grew rigid and his movements 
slowed. The disease progressed until he was compelled 
to use a cane, then a walker, and finally a wheelchair. 
He lost the ability to drive. Tasks such as writing and 
dressing became laborious. Each stage brought a deeper 
dependence on others and a loss of privacy. Intensely shy, 
he found the loss of privacy very difficult.
 Even worse was the loss of his voice, especially 
painful for a person who lived to preach and teach. Yet 
he persevered. His daughter, Sharon, said, “Dad received 
many honors in his lifetime. But I am most proud of him 
during his final years, because we could see the truth of his 
faith, commitment, and trust.” When his son, Bob, asked 
Merne why God had not healed him, Dr. Harris explained, 
“God has entrusted me with Parkinson’s. I can be a better 
witness through this.”

God’s grace and Merne’s grit 
were both tenacious.

God had entrusted him 
with Parkinson’s. 

Perseverance 
and Joy

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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house in three weeks and find 
a new one in Kentucky (where 
my family lives) in three days.”
 “Some days I want to sit 
down and quit because this 
is too hard, but God’s grace 
scoops me up and helps me 
keep doing the next thing. My 
children and I struggle in our 
unique ways with the ongoing 

grief, and as their 
mother I wish I could 
‘fix it.’” 
 Many tiptoe around 
her suffering so as to 
not make her cry. But 
Renee knows crying 
is part of her healing. 
She recounts the 

Apostle Paul’s statement that 
“My grace is sufficient for you”  
(2 Corinthians 12:9). Renee 
said, “We are learning to daily 
lean on God and limp at our 
own pace.” 

Renee Mercer loved her calling as a 
pastor’s wife. She was content in the 
background, serving next to her husband, 
Dave, a Wesleyan pastor. They had just 
celebrated 30 years of “I do’s” and were 
looking forward to the next thirty. They 
had a home with three teenage boys and 
one girl newly married. Their church was 
bursting with possibilities and new people. 
 A knock on the door in the wee hours of Sunday 
morning, December 9, 2012, shattered their lives. When 
Renee answered, she received the news that her husband 
had died while on his mission trip to Nicaragua. Time 
seemed to stop at 5:20 a.m. as she cried out “No, this 
can’t be!” 
 Renee soon began to ask questions: Where is God’s 
will in this? David still had so much to do. I can’t do 
life without him! When no answers came she did what 
many of us do in the silent mysteries of suffering: blame 
ourselves. Did I not pray hard enough? Did I not love 
him enough, or did I somehow deserve this? God, what 
did I do wrong? God, what’s going to happen to my kids?
 “I don’t think this hurt will ever go away,” Renee 
said. “Sometimes the sorrow is so deep all I want to do 
is throw up. It’s hard to move on when every moment 
feels like 5:20 a.m. when I was blindsided.” 
  “At my lowest moments God’s grace often appears 
clothed as ordinary people who not only grieve for me 
but with me,” she said. “The first night of being single, 
he caused someone to slip a verse onto my pillow: 
‘God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help 
in trouble’ (Psa. 46:1). Then people helped us sell our 

For Sarah Cochran, infertility brought sadness that 
took root deep in her heart. 
 For years, Sarah had said to God, “I will do 
whatever you want me to.” She fell in love with Tom 
the summer after high school graduation and three 
years later, they were married. She felt blessed and 
happy to join him in his call to ministry. 
 But one thing afflicted her. She often jumped 
out of bed screaming with abdominal pain or 
doubled over while strolling through a store or 
driving. Doctors diagnosed her with polycystic 
ovarian syndrome (PCOS), and Sarah soon learned 
that conceiving children would be difficult. Bearing 
children became a goal to be achieved in order to 
make the physical pain worthwhile. Sarah began 
to withdraw from people. Symptoms of depression 
began to appear as she and Tom pursued fertility 
treatments month after month without result. 

 One morning, after years of trying to conceive 
and yet another failed pregnancy test, Sarah locked 
herself inside their bathroom and screamed. She 
repeatedly banged her head against the wall. She 
vomited out of pain–caused by nausea from the 
fertility drugs–and from her disgust and rage. She 
cried out to God to let her die. Her prayers felt as 
though they bounced off the ceiling, mocking her 
every thought. How could she have faith in a God 
that would not heal? She was weary of the pain and 
weary of praying for others, doubting that God 
even cared. She became cynical and bitter. Her 
life had been built around a God who cared, but 
she could see no evidence of that care in her own 
situation. 
 One morning, as questions swirled in their 
minds, Tom played his guitar in the bedroom 
where Sarah lay, and began to sing: “The Lord is 
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich 

in love…the Lord is good to all 
and he has compassion on all that 
he has made. As far as the east is 
from the west that’s how far he has 
removed our transgressions from 
us…” 1 In that moment, God met 
them in that room.

Life After
The Knock

After Despair
A Seed of Faith

Could she have faith in a God 
who would not heal her?

God’s grace often appears 
clothed as ordinary people.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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 A seed of faith and hope 
began to take root in Sarah’s 
heart. It expanded and grew 
over the next decade. God was 
answering Sarah’s prayer: “God, 
I will do whatever you want 
me to.” Sarah realized God was 
asking for all of her heart. He 
did care for her, but did she 
care about God’s creations, his 
plans, and his people or was 
she completely focused only on 
her own desires and comfort? 
God wanted her to surrender 
her full attention, her plans 
for her future and family, and 
her aspirations for education 
and a career. Could she simply 
submit her entire life to God? 
 Eventually, God called 
Sarah to return to school and 
become a pastor. She now says 
confidently, “God’s grace is 
sufficient to forgive my sins. He 
is sufficient for me. God does 
care, though he does say ‘no’ 
sometimes. God’s perspective 
is not our perspective. His is 
bigger and better!”

1 Ord, Graham. (1998) The Lord is Gracious and 
Compassionate. Vineyard Music.

God’s eyes. “God doesn’t protect us 
by shielding us from pain,” he said. 
“He protects by keeping the pain from 
destroying us. And because of his 
sovereignty, he takes the worst things and 
eventually uses them for good.”
 In healing, she had to do two things. 
First, she had to teach herself to think 
differently. She kept track of negative 
thoughts, and worked to replace them 
with positive ones. She tried to follow 
Romans 12:2: “. . . let God transform you 
into a new person by changing the way 
you think (NLT).” The second step was 
much harder. She needed to forgive those 
who abused her. She resisted, thinking, 
“Isn’t forgiving the same as saying the 
abuse was no big deal? It was a big deal! 
It hurt me!” 
 But bitterness was destroying her 
from the inside, and affected those she 
loved most. She had to give it up. She 
didn’t want to forgive, but she started at 
first by asking God to help her become 
willing to just think about forgiveness. It 
took her a long time. 

 With God’s help, she experienced 
renewal of her mind and spirit. “Today,” 
she says, “I can honestly say I have 
forgiven those who hurt me. I don’t 
know why these things happened. But 
I know that God is good. He was with 
me through the worst of times, and has 
brought more healing than I dreamed 
possible. Now he’s using what I endured 
and what I have learned to help others.”

Jane’s father was a violent alcoholic. One night, in a drunken 
rage, he raped her mother. When he found she was pregnant, 
he beat her and threw her down a flight of stairs, attempting 
to end the pregnancy. 
 Jane (not her real name) became a living reminder to her 
mother of her alcoholic father’s abuse. Jane lived in constant 

fear of her mother’s tongue-lashings, 
and beatings were common. But the 
abuse didn’t stop there.
 Starting when Jane was just three, 
she was sexually abused by an uncle, a 
great-aunt, a cousin, and even a man 
who made friends with her in the 
school park. When she was seven, her 
mother married a pedophile. Over 

the next five years, Jane was raped hundreds of times in what 
should have been the safety of her own bed. She learned to 
dissociate, to disconnect from herself. It was the only way she 
could cope.
 Jane tried to go on and just leave it all behind. But years 
later, married and with her own children, it overwhelmed 
her. She couldn’t sleep because of flashbacks. Vivid memories 
crashed in without warning. Any loud noise sent terror 
coursing through her. She felt hollow inside.

 Jane asked some hard questions along the way. Why did 
God let this happen? Why didn’t he stop it when she begged 
for protection? Would she ever be able to live a normal life, 
without the flashbacks and terror? “I was angry and depressed. 
Then I became suicidal,” she admitted. “I realized if I wanted 
to live to see my children grow up, I needed help.” That 
admission started her on a long road to healing. 
 During one session, her Christian counselor asked what 
she thought it meant to be protected. She told him: being 
kept from harm, and not having her worth as a person 
shattered from the earliest moments of her existence. The 
counselor told her she needed to see protection through 

Shattered
Childhood

God can take the worst things and 
eventually use them for good.

Photo Gallery
www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch
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relatives to purchase a goat for $25. 
The goats are given to Zambian 
grandmothers raising children 
whose parents died from AIDS. 
 George is passionate about his 
mission. Any visitor who shows 
up in George’s room is a prospect. 
“People come through the door,” he 
said, “I pray for them, and they give 
me money for goats.”
 Chad McCallum, Director of 
Mobilization for Wesleyan Global 
Partners, recently met George and 
bought a goat. Chad said, “I was 
privileged to be in the presence of 
one who had a great purpose in life, 
even in the face of great challenge. 
George’s love for Jesus and for 
people was crystal clear.”
 Today, pictures of grateful 
grandmothers, children, and their 
goats cover the walls of George’s 
room. His “herd” of goats has 
grown to over a thousand.

George Voss had a massive stroke in 2006 while 
only in his 40’s. He lives in a nursing home in 
Hayward, Wisconsin. Confined to his bed for life, 
he is unable to use his arms, hands, legs or feet. He 
cannot feed himself or even lift his head without 
assistance. His vision is greatly impaired, and he 
struggles to communicate.
   Many people in George’s condition would be 

consumed by self-pity and despair. But by God’s grace he has 
chosen to be a blessing instead.
 From his nursing home bedroom, George has become 
a missionary who has provided goats for needy families in 
Zambia for the last seven years. He began asking friends and 

Antidote
To Self-Pity

George’s love for Jesus 
and others is infectious.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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FIVE LOAF HOUSE
The old scenic Lake House at Pocono Lake in Pennsylvania had 
been a well-loved inn since 1918. It was closed, abandoned. There 
was joblessness and poverty in the area. Churches were receiving 
requests for help from the hungry and homeless. At the same time, 
the local food pantry lost its home.  
 In February, 2013, the people of Pocono Lake Wesleyan Church 
purchased the Lake House. An enormous amount of work lay 
ahead. Generous assistance was offered by Habitat for Humanity. 
Several sister churches in the area began to help, also. For over a 
year, a labor-intensive transformation has been taking place.  
 The food pantry is open again, serving 500 per month. The 
house is in use for public events. People have given their time and 
skills unselfishly in addition to donations. When completed, the 
second floor will be for transitional housing.  
 This was never the sort of generosity that ended with writing a 
check. Especially for Wesleyan pastors Revs. Carolynne and Luke 
Richards and other volunteers, it has been a deep commitment of 
time and self. But they are extending the Kingdom of God in their 
community.

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 

is your reasonable service.”  Romans 12:1 KJV

GARFIELD PARK
Buckeye slumped into the folding chair when he was told the meal 
was free and he didn’t need to pay. His toothless grin faded. “I just 
wanted to give an offering.” Quickly, a basket was found and, with 
his smile restored, coins totaling $2.52 were received as the first-ever 
offering taken at the Garfield Park Neighborhood Ministry. 
 For two years, on every Thursday, a team from a Wesleyan 
church in the Indianapolis northern suburbs has made the 30-minute 
drive to Bethany Wesleyan in the under-resourced Garfield Park 
Neighborhood in the city. Every week Cyndi Harris shows up and 
helps prepare a home-cooked meal. Every week Pastor Cathy Howie 
and a faithful team of volunteers comes to work with Rev. Eric Key of 
Bethany, and they serve, enjoy fellowship, listen, pray, lead worship, 
teach, counsel, hug, and promise to come back.
 The volunteers give and serve, but they also receive and learn. 
One important lesson learned from Buckeye:  Everyone is a giver, 
and everyone is a receiver. Anything less is degrading. 
 Although there are financial 
commitments which help sustain the 
ministry, no doubt the greater treasure 
being offered is the people who offer 
themselves and their precious time—a 
great deal of time,  over the long haul. 
Generosity of the holy variety often 
includes funding, but it often calls upon 
us to do more, to give ourselves.   

Watch Video
www.wesleyan.org/videos

A lifestyle of generosity strikes a chord with Wesleyans. Unselfish generosity 

flows directly from the heart of God, from the loving and serving side of holiness.

http://youtu.be/k7BTmjWo_ds
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com


16 SUMMER 2014  /  wesleyanlifeonline.com

What happens when you are on 
the mission field that God took 
you to and suddenly the bottom 
seems to drop out? What happens 
to your faith when the only thing 
you are sure of is that you will see 
Jesus one day—possibly sooner 

than you expected?

By Crystal Blake

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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His peace has 
overwhelmed me more 
than any cancer diagnosis.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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expected.  About a month after we 
returned, I began to feel sharp pain in 
my hip and within three days could 
no longer walk without a cane. I went 
again to the oncology hospital. The 
appointment I had with my doctor 
less than a month earlier had been 
joyful. I had more scans done and 
found that I had metastatic breast 
cancer with cancer now found in my 
hip bone. Again, God infused Matt 
and me with peace, gave us time 
to cry together, and then gave us 
strength to start a new battle which 
would begin with radiation, chemo, 
and an unknown future. 
 I asked my doctor if I could go 
on our planned family vacation with 

to deliver me from cancer. Each 
time I spoke, I thanked God that I 
was past this blip in our lives. We 
returned to the Czech Republic to 
continue sharing Jesus and to begin 
working with the international church, 
confident that God’s hand was on us 
and the next chapter would be better 
than what we had just gone through. 
 God’s hand was indeed on us, yet 
his plans for us were different than we 

My name is Crystal. My family 
and I have lived in Brno, Czech 
Republic for the last 11 years. We 
came to help Wesleyan pastors across 
Europe receive training they need 
so they can lead their own churches 
confidently. Another responsibility 
we have is to pastor here in Brno an 
international fellowship where people 
from all over the world come to 
worship together in English.
 Over four years ago, I went to the 
doctor here in Czech, and received 
the news that I have breast cancer. 
This was not what I expected at the 
age of 35! The doctor said, “Well, I 
think you have a chance.” It was not 
what I hoped to hear. I had listened 
to God’s call to be a missionary as 
a teenager and was now working in 
Czech for Global Partners. I had a 
wonderful husband, Matt, with three 
small children and all I could think 
was, “God, I want better than this 
from you. I want a guarantee that 
my life will be long and, of course, I 
will follow after you.” Instead, I had 
cancer—stage 3. 
 My life, my hopes, and my 
dreams seemed to be over except for 
one thing: God kept speaking softly 
into my heart from Isaiah 41:13, “For 
I am the Lord your God who takes 
hold of your right hand and says to 
you, ‘Do not fear, I will help you.’” 
God’s peace overwhelmed me more 
than the cancer diagnosis. With this 
verse also came an understanding that 
while there are few guarantees in life, 
there is a guarantee that God would 
hold me close, no matter the outcome. 
That was the guarantee I craved more 
than anything.
 After chemo, surgery, radiation, 
and more surgery, I was told I was 
cancer free. We all celebrated and 
went to the States for our home 
ministries seeing friends, family, 
churches, and supporters, all the 
while sharing about God’s goodness 

God holds you by the hand and says, 

“Do not fear; I will help you!”

In some ways the last year has been our 

most fruitful and exciting year of ministry.

Watch Video
www.wesleyan.org/videos

http://youtu.be/ysuE-pMycW8
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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two other families. She agreed, yet I 
could see in her face that this might 
be the last holiday for me. I wrote on 
my blog on Caring Bridge, and many 
people around the world began to 
pray. They prayed for healing, they 
prayed for comfort, they prayed that 
God would use this for his glory. God 
heard their prayers. That weekend 
holiday, God looked down on me 
and touched me, taking away the 
cancer in my hip. Though 
I still fight the cancer with 
chemo and radiation, 
to this day it has totally 
disappeared in my hip. 
 You might then ask—is 
the story over now? Did 
God heal me and am I now 
living free from cancer? Yes, God 
healed my hip bone, but the cancer 
also attacked me again—it is still 
breast cancer, but now in the liver. 
I have been fighting cancer for the 
last 4½ years. My small children are 
growing and are now school age. I 
have lost my hair multiple times. (My 
boys are pretty convinced that they 
will be bald when they grow older 
since my husband is also bald.) I am 
still taking chemotherapy, and fight 
through the side effects that affect me 
harshly. 
 My future is still unknown, 
yet instead of worrying about it or 
fretting about what could come, I am 
actually, surprisingly, filled with joy 
and peace. Why? Because God has 
proven himself to me that he is really 
there, he loves me, and I can trust 
him to have the best for me. This does 
take a conscious choice on my part to 
believe that God’s best for me is what 
I am currently going through. Does it 
feel like it? Not always. When the side 
effects force me to stay in bed, thereby 
making me miss out on fun memories 
with my kids, or the pain that comes 
from cancer or chemo is harsh and 
I wish for something different, I still 
choose to remember to thank God for 
strength for the day, and for his love 
that shines on me. 
 When I am quiet, and I allow 
God to speak through the Bible, I am 
reminded that Jesus suffered so much 
more than I ever will. Jesus gave up 

heaven to come to earth. He gave up 
his right to live in perfection in order 
to come into our world where there is 
imperfection and suffering. Me? I will 
have pain and trouble in this world, yet 
Jesus says in John 16:33, “I have told 
you these things, so that in me you may 
have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 
the world.” 
 I don’t enjoy having cancer. It is an 

awful disease that destroys. Yet, I know 
that God has the last word and will make 
us new, and even better. Since the cancer, 
I have been able to grow more deeply in 
love with our Savior. I have more time to 
spend with him, as well as ministering 
for him. I let Jesus minister to others 
and sometimes I get to see what happens 
through the words that I write or through time that I spend with people. I am 
blessed so much to be able to live my life ministering next to my husband. 
 Together we share life with people here in the Czech Republic. For people in 
this atheistic country, we provide an example of what is means to be a believer in 
Jesus Christ. It is a privilege to listen to people’s stories and then share the stories 
that God has given to us, sometimes because of the cancer. God is answering our 
deep desire to know him more and to share him with others. 
 One of my greatest joys is hosting Bible studies in our home to read the 
Word together, knowing that God is the ultimate transformer of people. In some 
ways the last year has been our most fruitful and exciting year of ministry. Matt 
shares in his sermons that God is our provider. Matt’s authenticity draws others 
to know Jesus more. It’s a beautiful thing to watch. Could this have happened had 
I not gotten cancer? Not in the same way. God has taken what destroys and made 
something beautiful. 
 God has helped us to accept our present circumstances and to thank him for 
the strength, peace, and unexpected joys that he provides. God truly loves us and 
his best will never be realized on earth. His best is perfection: a disease free, sin 
free place—heaven. 
 The medical tests have not been favorable. Yet, we continue to see God’s 
miraculous faithfulness to us in so many ways. Yes, God could choose to heal me 
and keep me here on earth longer, and I would welcome that. It would be a little 
foretaste of heaven! However, if he chooses to heal me by taking me to heaven 
sooner, my purpose on this earth is fulfilled – to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever. Either way, I know that he holds me in his right hand.

Since the cancer, I have been 
able to grow more deeply in 

love with our Savior.  

Crystal Blake and her husband 
Matthew are Global Partners 
missionaries in the Czech Republic.Photo Gallery

www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch

Crystal’s Blog
www.caringbridge.org/visit/crystalblake

http://www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/crystalblake
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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These four exciting churches are different from one 
another, but one notices some key ideas that they 
share. 1) Each church is united behind an idea of 
their mission that is biblical and inspiring. 2) They 
do not stay within their walls, but make serving 
and loving their wider community a key part of 
their identity and purpose. 3) They make reaching 
children and youth among their highest priorities 
for leadership and resources.

North Carolina is home 
to 182 Wesleyan churches 
in two districts (east and 
west), ranging from tiny 
country churches to a 
mega church of over six 
thousand. 

By Kerry Kind

Connection Church was planted in 2011 as a partnership between North 
Carolina East and North Carolina West Districts. Serving the Thomasville 
and High Point, N.C. area, it has begun well, and growth has been steady 
with attendance now regularly topping 550, with a high of 900 at Easter. 
The lead pastor is Rev. Scott and Dacia (Emery) Newton. Prior to his call 
to the ministry Scott had been making a living as a professional golfer. 
He attended the Charlotte Wesleyan youth convention in 2003 as an adult 
sponsor. God met him there and changed his life. As a result, he has been 
pastoring churches since 2005. 
 The mission of Connection Church is simple and powerful: “We are 
vessels of the Holy Spirit being used to set people 
free.” According to Scott, there are four ministry 
essentials, and everything they do is designed to 
strengthen these essentials:

• Outreach—flows through everything
• Worship—people feel welcome and loved, 

even in the parking lot
• Next generation—priority on children from 

birth through high school
• Small groups—it is here where powerful 

connections for life take place

CONNECTION CHURCH
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Each church is 
united behind 
an idea of their 
mission that 
is biblical and 
inspiring.

 The target of the church is young people. 
That is apparent from the very youth-oriented 
Christian music used in worship. At Connection 
Church, the older, more established Christians may 
not personally prefer this style, but they support 
it. They get joy from seeing their children and 
grandchildren and other young people experience 
life-change.
 Small groups are not closed. They are “almost 
required” to get out and serve others. The principle 
is Up-In-Out: Up to God, In for spiritual growth, 
and Out to serve in the community. They pack 
food bags for needy kids to take home from school 
on otherwise hungry weekends. They work in a 
recovery house. They hold cookouts, inviting new 
people that they can include in the circle of love in 
their group. The small groups don’t just meet; they 
do life together. Over half of the congregation is 
engaged in regular serving of some kind.
 Connection Church is intentionally generous—
over 25 percent of income is given away. But they 
find they can’t out-give God. He is entrusting 
people and resources with the church. In the last 
year there were 138 first-time salvations and 134 
baptisms. They have been meeting in a school. 
But they are breaking ground in August on a new 
36-acre campus, and with God’s help they hope to 
move into a paid-for facility in 2015.
 Scott is quick to say, “This is not me. This 
whole church—staff and volunteers—has united 
behind a God-given vision. God is doing this. We 
are constantly adapting to try to keep up with what 
he is doing!

Bagley Swamp Wesleyan Church is a colorful name. It was constructed 
on some donated swamp land 100 years ago. The church is located in 
Hertford, N.C., a town of about 3,000 people in the northeast corner of 
the state (NCE District). In most of its history the little church served a 
group of 50-70 people. 
 Rev. James and Amy Spaugh went there to pastor the church fifteen 
years ago, and they stayed. At first they just had a few workers, who had 
been overworked. So they decided to try to do fewer things, but do them 
well. Everyone agreed to emphasize a solid ministry for children on 
Sunday mornings. They developed a more accepting atmosphere for teens 
of different backgrounds in their youth group, and contributed to racial 
reconciliation in the community. 
 Bagley Swamp’s mission is: “Connecting people with God and each 
other, and serving both.” The church gradually began to do more things 
for the community. Last year in July, seventy volunteers from the church 
gave 700 hours of service in one week, painting school classrooms, doing 
renovations for people’s homes, etc. In the spring when there was tornado 
damage, the official word was, “If you need help, call Bagley Swamp 
Wesleyan Church.” The church provided food to many people and even 
housing for a displaced family. They love to build relationships by serving. 
This gives natural opportunities to speak into lives about Jesus Christ.
 Today, Bagley Swamp’s attendance of sixty in the youth group is about 
as large as the whole church used to be, and about a third of these are 
minorities. On Sunday mornings they are seeing well over two hundred 
people in church and they had nearly three hundred on Easter. That beat 
their record attendance by about a hundred. Pastor Spaugh has had offers 
to be a candidate at larger churches, but he has never felt released by God 
from Bagley Swamp. He believes their best days are ahead.
 On March 2, 2014, they moved into their totally new and larger 
church a few hundred yards down the road on a 
new 25-acre campus. The old church is now used 
for student ministries. James is eager to have the 
whole town see the new building as theirs, and the 
church constantly invites others to hold events there. 
He said, “We don’t want to hear anyone say, ‘That’s 
a wonderful building you have built for yourselves, 
there.’” Even a hundred-year-old declining church 
can get new life. 

Helping one more person 
find their way back to God.

BAGLEY SWAMP

http://bagleyswamp.org
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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 Vintage Church is a five-year-old church plant in Randleman, N.C. (NCE 
District). It is pastored by Rev. Matthew and Ashley Smith. Matthew is a Southern 
Wesleyan graduate who grew up in a Wesleyan parsonage. He had about eight 
years’ experience on staff at other churches before he took the challenge of 
planting a new church. 
 The mission of Vintage Church is to “inspire people to live and love like Jesus.” 
From the very first Sunday any new person attends the church, they hear about 
the mission. Matthew is deeply committed to Wesleyan holiness, but believes 
that some churches fail to emphasize the “serving and loving side of holiness.” 
Matthew is strongly influenced by the book of Acts and seeks to capture the best 
things about the early church and put them into practice at Vintage Church. Some 
of those values include personal sacrifice, prayer, a deep commitment to taking 
care of one another, being Spirit-led, a boldness to speak about salvation, and an 
apostolic vision. 

 Randleman is a community of about 3,500 people that has a low average 
income and Matthew noted that too many people seemed to have a lowered 
expectation for themselves and their families. There are a lot of broken people 
and many unreached people. As a starting point, people have practical needs that 
can be addressed, so the church provides things like a free clothing store, food 
backpacks, Thanksgiving meals, etc. 
 An original group of twelve families that launched Vintage Church with 

Matthew and Ashley has grown to several hundred people. 
Since Easter, 2014 they have averaged about 500. The 
middle school has been their meeting place since 2012, 
which has been good since so much of their service in the 
community is to and through the schools. At first they 
developed the reputation of being the “youth church” 
because their music is very modern and the volume is up. 
Often, the first person they reach in a family is a teenager, 
then families follow when they see the transformed lives. 
 The church has been praying about a potential move 
to a main corner of the town into a large facility that can 
be remodeled. Having their own facility can save hundreds 
of hours of volunteer time every month that is currently 

spent setting up and tearing down their church services in the school. Matthew 
sees the importance of freeing up many of their key volunteers to engage in more 
outreach ministry. What he is most passionate about is seeing people fall in love 
with Jesus Christ and his church. Already God is transforming lives and beginning 
to give greater hope to a whole community. 

Wendover Hills Wesleyan Church in Greensboro (NCW District) was a 10-year-
old church plant in the west district that had fallen on hard times. By January 
2011, when Rev. Tom and Sherri (Bickert) Raven arrived, there was a committed 
core of about forty people left. 
 Tom was a seminary graduate with ministry experience and he was also 
a professional baseball coach. He had been coaching and teaching at Trinity 
International University in Deerfield, Ill., when God prodded him to return to 
pastoral ministry. The folks at Wendover Hills liked the idea of a pastor with a 
coaching style. 

  There are many people 
in a Bible-belt state like North 
Carolina who have some prior 
church experience but have 
been de-churched. Many have 
been wounded by life and 
are trying to recover from 
something. Wendover Hills 
Church sees its mission clearly: 
“Helping one more person find 
their way back to God.” 
   At Wendover Hills, Tom 
seeks to empower God’s people to do ministry that 
they feel called to do. This results in some creative 
ministries. For example, “Pierced Ministries” is 
a recovery center, a home for men. Members of 
Wendover Hills felt led to start it up and Tom got 
behind it. Other members offered their time and 
finances to help. Men in recovery now are paired 
with men in the church for mentoring. 
 Another example is a store which recycles 
and sells used building supplies. It turns a modest 
profit, but then uses that to support a “free” store 
that helps needy people in a variety of ways. These 
ministries don’t have to be owned by the church, 
but the church can encourage and assist them.
 This year, the church’s theme is “Outward.” 
Social media are used for sharing photos of their 
members wearing “Outward” T-shirts and serving 
others. On “service Saturdays” they mobilize, team 
up, and help people in practical ways. 
 All of this service and loving their community 
is not primarily a growth strategy. It is simply a 
way of witnessing to the love of Jesus Christ in the 
context of doing service to which they feel called. 
But the joy of serving, the fellowship, and the new 
people that are touched also tend to bring growth. 
In just a couple years, they have quadrupled from 
40 to an average of 160, with a high Sunday of 
232 on Easter. More importantly, lives are being 
transformed and made new.
 We are grateful for the leadership of district 
superintendents Rev. Jerry Lumston (NCW) and 
Rev. Dan LeRoy (NCE). They have the role of 
developing and encouraging these pastors and 
churches in their quest to see lives, churches, and 
communities transformed by the hope and holiness 
of Jesus Christ!

VINTAGE CHURCH

WENDOVER HILLS

http://www.wendoverhills.org
http://vintagenc.com
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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A rescue in Egypt  By Kerry Kind

For about two months after the military 
coup in Egypt in July 2013, there were 
widespread demonstrations and violent 
clashes in which over a thousand people 
lost their lives. Churches were not spared 
the unrest. In fact, some Islamic extremists 
were clearly targeting known Christians and 
Christian businesses as well as pastors and 
churches.
 Over a hundred churches were attacked 
with forty of them completely destroyed. In 
addition, many private homes were burned 
and over a hundred shops and businesses 
known to be owned by Christians were 
attacked. 
 The attacks on Christians were all over 
Egypt, but especially in the governorate 
(province) of Minya, where over four million 
people live. This governorate, about 160 
miles south of Cairo on the west bank of 
the Nile River, has more Christian churches 
than most of the other governorates, and the 
attacks there were especially intense.
 A Wesleyan church in the town of 
Mallawi, Minya was directly threatened. 
Mallawi is a town of about 200,000. 
 The pastor, Ahmed (name altered), got 
word that the attackers were coming and that 
they wanted to burn the church with him 
inside it. He called the Wesleyan national 
superintendent and asked whether he should 
run away or stay and die for his church.

THE PASTOR ASKED 
WHETHER HE SHOULD 
FLEE, OR STAY AND DIE 
FOR HIS CHURCH.

 They prayed together. Then the 
superintendent told him, “Go to your 
Muslim neighbors next door and up and 
down your entire street. Tell them that if 
the church burns, the entire block will burn, 
since all the buildings are touching each 
other. Ask the people to stand with you.” 
 After the pastor spoke to all his 
neighbors, everyone in the neighborhood 
came out of their apartments and their 
businesses until a large crowd filled the side 
street. When the mob of extremists arrived, 
they were blocked from getting close to the 
church. The neighbors rebuked the members 
of the mob and called upon them to return 
to their homes and quit threatening peaceful 
people. The church was saved.
 Dr. Jo Anne Lyon happened to visit the 
church this year, while in Egypt. She noticed 
that next to the church, Pastor Ahmed had 
set up a play area for children, including 
some play equipment and toys. Children 
of Christian and Muslim families are now 
playing together there for the first time.

29 Wesleyan churches are 
present in Egypt.

Pray for Mallawi Wesleyan 
Church and other threatened 
Christian churches.

http://www.houghton.edu
http://www.houghton.edu/visit


HOUGHTON RAISES MORE 
THAN $740,000 IN 24 HOURS
 
Houghton College held its first ever one-day giving 
campaign on April 25, 2014, raising over $740,000 in a 
24-hour period. Matching gifts were the catalyst for the 
campaign. Utilizing email, social media, and every channel 
available to get the word out, 1,323 donors got involved 
by midnight and surpassed the matching challenges. The 
funds raised will go to the Student Scholarship Fund and 
other projects.

KALEMBO, A RESPECTED 
LEADER IN AFRICA

Rev. Alfred Kalembo, national superintendent of the 
Pilgrim Wesleyan Church in Zambia, spoke in May 2014 
to more than 300 church leaders from Malawi, Zimbabwe, 
and Zambia. Zambia celebrates 50 years of independence 
in October 2014. Kalembo said 
his church had several reasons to 
join the government in celebrating 
because of the achievements 
the church has made, especially in 
constructing 74 schools and three 
hospitals in Zambia. 
 Kalembo said, “The church 
should not be seen to be a 
competitor of government, but a 
voice of the voiceless.”

True power: a meeting 
with President Obama
In April 2014, Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, General 
Superintendent of The Wesleyan Church, and five 
other evangelical leaders met with U. S. President 
Barack Obama in the Oval Office to discuss 
immigration reform. 
 Dr. Lyon said, “As I sat in proximity to such 
power, my heart was aching for those without power, 
specifically the immigrants among us.” She told the 
president the story of Wesleyan pastor Rodolfo Piedra, 
who was detained as he tried to help another with 
immigration issues. He could not be located for several 
months, but after his release, it became known that he 
had led fifteen men from various countries to Christ.

News

Celebrating first class of 
graduating pastors in Cuba
 
After four years of studies, eighteen pastors and leaders 
graduated in June 2014 from Facultad Teológica 
Wesleyana-Cuba (FTW-Cuba). Rev. Edgar Chacon, 
district superintendent of Distrito Hispano Suroeste 
(Southwest Hispanic District) in North America, was the 
founder of FTW-Cuba. The Cuban pastors presented him 
with a large plaque in appreciation for his investment in 
training them. 
 Wesleyan ministry in Cuba officially began in January 
2010. Considerable growth has followed among Wesleyan 
churches there. Officials expect 40 new incoming students 
when FTW-Cuba resumes this fall.
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New district 
superintendents elected 
 
In June, 2014, the Penn-Jersey District elected Rev. Anita 
Eastlack and re-elected Dr. Karl Eastlack as co-district 
superintendents. This is historic on two counts: it is the 
first time a woman has served as a district superintendent 
in the North American General Conference and the first 
time for co-district superintendents.
 Other newly elected district superintendents in June, 
2014: Dr. Matthew “Matt” Pickering in the Central New 
York District and Rev. Aaron Sherman in the Kentucky-
Tennessee District.

WESLEYAN NATIVE MINISTRIES 
HOLD HISTORIC MEETING
 
Native leaders from South Dakota, 
Wisconsin, and New York gathered 
at Wesleyan headquarters in 
Fishers, Ind., in May 2014, for 
training, inspiration, fellowship, 
and celebration. Wesleyan Native 
Ministries Director Larry Salway led 
the first-ever such meeting. 
Native leaders presented gifts of 
appreciation to several headquarters 
employees. Dr. Jim Dunn presented 
each Native pastor with a hand-crafted 
chalice and plate.

News

KINGSWOOD OPENS DOORS TO 
WELCOME FLOOD EVACUEES 

Flooding in Sussex, New Brunswick in 
April 2014 forced hundreds of residents 
to evacuate their homes. When the 
mayor contacted Dr. Mark Gorveatte, 
president of Kingswood University in 
Sussex, the university opened its doors 
to the community. 
 KU staff and students greeted 
crowds of evacuees with food and 
dry clothing, helped victims make 
phone calls, listened to their stories, 
and played with their children. The 
following week, the Honorable Bruce 
Northrup, minister of public safety and 
solicitor general for New Brunswick, 
held a press conference at KU and 
thanked the university for its help.

SWU DEDICATES NEW TRACK AND 
FIELD COMPLEX 

Southern Wesleyan University 
dedicated a new $1.1 million track and 
field complex, including a 400-meter, 
eight-lane track surrounding the future 
soccer field. 
 The facility is named for Joe R. 
Gilbert. His son, donor Cameron 
Gilbert, said, “Dad would have loved 
SWU’s Christ-centered focus, focus on 
academic success, and commitment to 
athletics.” Cameron is father to Shelby 
Gilbert, a member of SWU’s women’s 
basketball team.
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The General Board of The Wesleyan Church met on 
May 6-7. Highlights include:

• Generosity: the Church gave $682,313 to 
aid victims of Hurricane Sandy, a flood in 
Mozambique, a tornado in Oklahoma, and a 
typhoon in the Philippines.

• Easter attendance in 2014 totaled about 365,000 in 
North American Wesleyan churches, with 6,086  
reported conversions and 617 baptisms. 

• Wesleyan Life received the “Award of Excellence” 
from the Evangelical Press Association as the most 
improved evangelical magazine of 2013. 

• Global Partners is now present in twenty 
African nations, only four of those having North 
American missionaries. The Church worldwide 
has a presence in 97 countries. The JESUS Film 
Partnership has 40 Wesleyan teams, all led by 
national workers, with 101 new churches planted, 
85 additional preaching points, and thousands of 
Christ followers.

• Forty-seven churches were planted this year in 
North America, plus sixty-eight new venues/
satellites/multi-sites.

• Wesley Seminary at IWU has surpassed 400 
in enrollment and graduated the first Hispanic 
M.Div. class this spring. 

• Mr. Kevin A. Batman was re-elected General 
Treasurer/Chief Financial Officer for a four-year 
term.

• The merger of Mountain Plains District and Texas-
Louisiana District was approved, pending approval 
of the respective district conferences this summer. 
The new district, called Mountain Plains, will have 
54 churches in Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico, 
Texas, and Louisiana.

IWU CREATES 
BASTIAN CENTER  

Indiana Wesleyan University is establishing the 
Bastian Center for the Study of Human Trafficking. 
Made possible by a $1.5 million commitment 
from Edward and Anna Bastian, the center brings 
IWU’s people and resources in opposition to a 
multibillion-dollar industry that buys, ships, and sells people 
– an estimated 27 million men, women, and children, globally.
 Laura J. Lederer, J. D., former senior advisor on 
Trafficking in Persons to the Under Secretary of State for 
Democracy and Global Affairs, has been named executive 
director of the Bastian Center. Edward Bastian is president of 
Delta Air Lines.

OKWU TO OFFER THREE NEW MASTER’S PROGRAMS 

Oklahoma Wesleyan University announced in May 2014 the 
addition of three new master-level programs to their adult 
and graduate studies. In addition to the Master of Education 
and MBA programs, students will be able to enroll in new 
programs for Master of Arts in Theology and Apologetics, 
Master of Science in Nursing, and Master of Science in 
Strategic Leadership in the fall of 2014.

Made new at 
Renuevo, California
 
Approximately 400 people representing sixteen churches 
from Arizona, Nevada, and California, gathered in Perris, 
California, in April to attend Renuevo 2014. Renuevo 
(“Renew”) seeks to strengthen Hispanic families in the faith.
    Renuevo provided ministry to all ages. Fifteen children 
and nine youth made decisions for Christ. One woman 
testified that God had put the pieces of her broken life back 
together. One student said, “I am so happy to see my little 
brother get saved.”

Highlights on 
generosity, mission, 
and district merger

Made New: Online
www.wesleyan.org/madenew
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BLIMLINE, REV. CURTIS, 87
lived in Cincinnati, Ohio. A World War II 
veteran, he served churches in Pennsylvania 
(Penn-Jersey District) and Tennessee for 
thirty years until his retirement in 1988. He is 
survived by his wife, Mary (Rogers) Blimline, 
two sons, one daughter, two sisters, seven 
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.

CALL, REV. CARL, 80
lived in McMinnville, Tenn. A veteran of 
the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy, having served 
in both Korea and Vietnam, he pastored 
in the Kentucky-Tennessee District. He is 
survived by his wife of 57 years, Betty Dean 
Young Call, two sons, three daughters, eleven 
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, one 
great-great-grandchild, and two brothers. 

COLLINGS, REV. FORREST CHANE, 89
lived in Springville, Ind. A veteran of the 
U.S. Marine Corps and World War II, he 
pastored in the Indiana South District. He was 
preceded in death by his first wife, Thelma Jean 
Collings. He is survived by his wife Mary E. 
Couch Collings, three sons, four daughters, 22 
grandchildren, many great-grandchildren, and 
one sister.

COWART, LONEY MAE, 89
lived in Irmo, S.C. She and her husband 
served as Wesleyan Methodist missionaries to 
West India from 1953-1965. She is survived 
by her husband, Thomas, two daughters, five 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, and 
two sisters, including her twin sister Phroney.

EDLING, REV. DR. JOHN, 91
lived in Leesburg, Fla. An ordained minister 
in the West Michigan District, he was also 
a physician. He and his wife Priscilla, who 
preceded him in death, served as medical 
missionaries in Haiti from 1952 to 1968 
and 1979 to 1988. He is survived by a son, a 
daughter, a sister, and one brother. 

GLENN, ANN ETSLER, 82
lived in Marion, Ind. 
She had served as asst. 
general director of 
Wesleyan Women, as 
well as district director 

in of three districts. She 
had also served as 

general director of children’s ministries. 
A school teacher for over thirty years, she 
was an accomplished musician, choral 
director, and authored books, devotionals, 
and songs for the church. She is survived 
by her husband of 57 years, Rev. Don 
Glenn, a daughter, a son, two sisters, and 
a brother.

HOGARTH, REV. VIRGIL LEE, 85
lived in Topeka, Kan. He pastored 
churches in Oklahoma and Kansas. 
He was preceded in death by his first 
wife, Ruth Berkgren Hogarth, in 1985. 
He is survived by his wife, Eleanor Fay 
Clark Hogarth, a son, a daughter, four 
grandsons, a brother, and a sister. 

KING, REV. HAROLD, 83
lived in Statesville, N.C. He pastored 
Wesleyan churches from 1957 until 1995. 
He was a veteran of the U.S. Army and the 
Korean War, receiving two Bronze Stars. 
He is survived in death by his wife, Joan, 
a daughter, two grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren, and one brother.

LLOYD, REV. LUELLA GARLOW, 95
lived in Olathe, Kan. A graduate of 
Miltonvale Wesleyan College, she and 
her husband of 54 years, Rev. Willard 
James Lloyd, co-pastored Wesleyan 
churches in the Kansas District for 35 
years. He preceded her in death. Luella is 
survived by three daughters, one son, 14 
grandchildren, 27 great-grand children, 
and two great-great grandchildren.

LYON, REV. LEWIS, 79
lived in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. He was 
first a school principal and then served as 
a Wesleyan pastor for thirty years, retiring 
in 1994. He is survived by his wife, Betty, 
three sons, one daughter, three brothers, 
two sisters, nine grandchildren, and 
eleven great-grandchildren.
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MAYBERRY, REV. WILLIAM “BILL” THOMAS, 87
lived in Lincolnton, N.C. A veteran of the 
U.S. Navy during World War II, he pastored 
in the North Carolina West District. He 
is survived by his wife of 65 years, Pearl 
Richard Mayberry, one son, two daughters, 
six grandchildren, and twelve 
great-grandchildren.

MORGAN, ELSIE MARIE, 87
died in Fredericton, N. B. 
An alumna of Bethany 
Bible College, she and 
her husband, William 
(Bill) Morgan, served 
33 years as missionaries 
to South Africa. She is 

survived by her husband, two children, four 
grandchildren, and six 
great-grandchildren.

TARR, REV. PAUL F., 79 
lived in Jasper, Ind. He pastored in the 
Indiana South District and was also a 
retired welder. He is survived by his wife of 
58 years, Lois E. Davis Tarr, one son, eight 
grandchildren, and ten great-grandchildren. 

SHULER, WILLIAM “BILLY”, 69
lived in Florida. A graduate of Marion 
College, he pastored churches in the Greater 
Ohio District. He is survived by his wife of 
50 years, Esther Martin Shuler, three sons, 
six grandchildren, a sister, and a brother.

WHITE, REV. ERNEST BANNISTER, 91
lived in Riverside, Calif. A veteran of the 
U.S. Coast Guard during World War II, 
he was a researcher with the University of 
California Riverside. He was a minister in 
the Pacific Southwest District. He is survived 
by his wife, Dorothy White, one son and two 
grandchildren.

WILLIAMS, REV. JAMES A., 68
lived in Anderson, Ind. A minister of the 
Indiana Central District, he is survived by 
his wife of nearly 50 years, Sandra (Keck) 
Williams, two sons, two daughters, seven 
grandchildren, two step-grandchildren, and 
three brothers.

WILSON, DR. ERMAL, 97
lived in Marion, Ind. 
Dr. Wilson and his first 
wife, Madgel Marie, 
served in Swaziland 
and South Africa for 
two missionary terms. 
He served as General 

Secretary of Foreign Missions for the 
Pilgrim Holiness Church for ten years prior 
to merger in 1968. After merger, he served 
as General Secretary of World Missions 
for an additional four years. After the 
decease of his first wife in 1967, he married 
Gloria Lup. After holding denominational 
offices, he and Gloria served in local 
church ministries and evangelism. He is 
survived by his wife, Gloria, two sons, one 
daughter, nine grandchildren, twenty-one 
great grandchildren, and five great-great 
grandchildren.

http://www.wphebooks.com
mailto:wph@wesleyan.org
http://www.wesleyan.org/books


http://www.wesleyan.org/gathering

	Cover
	Contents
	FEATURED
	In his right hand: Crystal Blake’s story

	VISION
	Entering into suffering
	Generous Church: the joy of giving yourself

	TEACHING
	Offering Hope
	24/6: Becoming a Sabbath-keeper

	STORY
	Victory over suffering
	New life in North Carolina
	Churches under attack: A rescue in Egypt

	NEWS
	News & Info


