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RESPONDING TO
GOD’S GRACE

GOD IS UP TO 
SOMETHING IN 
WEST MICHIGAN. 
Many churches of the West 

Michigan District have become 

increasingly missional in recent 

years. District Superintendent 

Chris Conrad has spent his life as 

a champion of the values that are 

at the foundation of churches like 

these. In these examples, unique 

ministry opportunities have 

followed faithful prayer in often 

surprising ways.

Allendale Wesleyan Church used to be a stable church of about three 
hundred, west of Grand Rapids. By the time Jim Maness arrived in 
2007 as lead pastor, the people already realized they had not been 
doing enough to reach all the new housing developments in their 
township. They wanted to be more missional. But it was hard to grow 
in their landlocked facility. Many of the members were active in 
parachurch organizations, but the church was no longer a ministry 
leader in the community.
 Jim was not interested in a new job. He had a great ministry 
in Wisconsin, but God unmistakably called him to replant the 
established Allendale church. Right away, Jim and the church 
made the risky move to sell their facility and move into temporary 
high school facilities. While they looked for their new permanent 
location, Jim worked hard at “rewiring” the church to be more 
missional, not waiting for a building. 
 They left behind many things that don’t really matter. They found 
seven things that matter most: grace, the Scriptures, prayer, worship, 
community, spiritual gifts, and mission. They grew by one hundred 
while in temporary quarters, over a three-year period.
 A large middle-school facility on the main highway became 
available. Through prayer, Jim and the church were assured that was 
their new location. They offered $1 million dollars for it, but the 
school board voted to tear it down and sell the land. Surprisingly 
to some, Jim was not disappointed. “I don’t know how it’s going to 
happen now, but I have the inner assurance from God that this is 
where we will be!” 

01: COURAGEOUS INNOVATION
IN ALLENDALE
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 Indeed, there was an almost miraculous reversal, and since 
2011 the Life Stream Church has been meeting in a fabulous 
110,000 square foot facility, 92,000 feet of which has been 
beautifully renovated. The attendance has blossomed to over 
900. This is now a place “Where the story of God meets the 
story of your life.” 
 The arts are a high value in the 
community, and Life Stream Church 
reflects that. God created people to be 
like him and create beauty. The church 
hosts concerts and art festivals. The 
long hallway locker spaces have been 
replaced by art gallery walls. The café 
is beautifully decorated. There are 
glass walls all the way into the sanctuary, which symbolizes a 
connectedness to the community. 
 Many new Christians are now identifying with the church’s 
deeply-observed mission, which is to be “A people living and 
sharing the story of God.” Life Stream Church is based on the 
streams of living water Jesus spoke of in John 7:37-38.
 Life Stream Church and Jim Maness have taken courageous 
steps of faith as the Holy Spirit guided them through prayer. 
God has re-formed them into a missional church and surprised 
them by his amazing provision.

Story

CONT’D PAGE 14

WHERE THE STORY OF 
GOD MEETS THE STORY 
OF YOUR LIFE.

Watch Video
www.wesleyan.org/videos

Pastor Jim Maness
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could never believe, I not only believe, 
but have experienced. The most difficult 
has been my resistance to believing that 
Jesus is the Son of God.
Tonight, somehow I feel that I have 
seen the living Jesus in the people 
here and I can now believe.” 

Later, I reflected on Paul’s letter to 
the Colossians. They, too, were being 
influenced by false teaching that Jesus 
could not be the Son of God. But Paul 
writes with great grace, beauty, and 
power on the supremacy of Christ. One 
of the great verses reads, “Christ in you, 
the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).

I saw this lived out among my colleagues 
and saw the mystery of the Holy Spirit 
making Jesus known to my friend Dr. 
Smith. Let us continue to cooperate with 
the work of the Spirit as Jesus makes 
himself known through our words, our 
deeds, and our love.

It was the end of a long work day in hot, 
steamy Sierra Leone, West Africa. We 
were lovingly tending to people suffering 
from vicious rebel attacks resulting in 
crude amputations of arms, legs, hands, 
etc., during a devastating civil war. 
Dr. Smith (a pseudonym) had made it 
clear at the beginning of the trip that 
he was an agnostic and would not 
participate in any of our “faith” talk.

One evening he asked to go for a walk 
with another team member. During the 
walk, words tumbled from the famed 
Dr. Smith. “I have been to India to an 
Ashram to seek peace,” he began. “I 
have been to Tibet to meet with the 
Dali Lama,” he rather proudly stated. 
But then his voiced dropped as he said, 
“I left empty.” In soft, intense tones, he 
said, “I have also read most of the New 
Testament, but I have never been able to 
accept that Jesus is the Son of God.” 

My colleague confessed later that she 
was not in a mood for a debate. But the 
doctor went on, “Out of all the places 
where I have sought peace, I have found 
it here. I have never been loved as I have 
by this group. All the things I thought I 

JO ANNE LYON
General Superintendent 
The Wesleyan Church

Never Been 
LOVED LIKE THIS
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In partnership with World Hope 
International (WHI), a small team 
traveled to Sierra Leone and Kamakwie 
Wesleyan Hospital to help train workers 
and promote widespread education 
about Ebola. A truck load of valuable 
medicines and medical supplies was 
shipped with them. 
 The situation in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia is critically urgent. There have 
now been over 5,500 cases of the disease 
and over 2,600 deaths in this outbreak, 
and the number of new cases will soon 
be thousands per week. 
 According to the WHO (World 
Health Organization) these numbers 
will increase exponentially in the 
coming weeks. There has been 
insufficient staffing, technology, and 
expertise to do the necessary “contact 
tracing” to track and locate all those 
who have been in contact with the 
disease, especially in a society where 
housing addresses are often nonexistent 
or unknown.
 There are presently not enough 
hospital beds for the current Ebola 
patients in Sierra Leone and Liberia, 
especially in isolation, and those 
numbers will soon be multiplied. Many 
medical caregivers have contracted the 
disease and many hospitals and clinics 
have simply closed because the staff 

will no longer show up. Fear has been 
leading people not to cooperate with 
the authorities.
 At Kamakwie Wesleyan 
Hospital, all ten national medical 
staff workers are working at this time. 
Construction of an Ebola isolation 
ward is underway, using local 
building materials that can be quickly 
assembled. KWH is a bush hospital, 
the only facility within fifty miles, and 
one of the few hospitals that remains 
open in the Northern Province. 
 In the heart of the Wesleyan 
region, there is still a small window of 
time to get vital information, training, 
and supplies in place, before the 
acceleration of Ebola deaths becomes 
more epidemic. 
 Wesleyans worldwide are urged 
to help, through faithful prayers and 
generous giving to the Wesleyan 
Emergency Relief Fund (WERF). 
Several tens of thousands of dollars 
have been raised through both 
WERF and World Hope. However, 
much more is needed to activate 
the technologies of information 
gathering, communication, rapid 
transportation, isolation, and 
treatment that will be necessary. 
 Continuing to raise these funds 
now is essential. Available resources 

have become quickly exhausted, meaning 
that care for other “normal” diseases such 
as malaria and typhoid is jeopardized. The 
true measure of Ebola deaths will include 
untold thousands of those who die from other 
diseases who cannot get treatment.  
 Wesleyans can help fight the spread of 
Ebola by donating to the Wesleyan Emergency 
Relief Fund. And please pray. Pray that God in 
his mercy will act to halt the outbreak.

News

As the Ebola crisis continues to spiral further out of control 
in West Africa, The Wesleyan Church is doing what it can to 
disseminate preventive information about the disease to all 
of the towns and villages and prepare Kamakwie Wesleyan 
Hospital (KWH) for the onslaught. It is coming.

 Facing the rising

Ebola Storm

Give to Ebola Relief
wesleyan.org/relief

By Kerry Kind
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A new generation of church leaders can’t get enough of 
N.T. Wright. He is the most published living Bible scholar in the 
world and defends the faith with freshness and clarity. Christianity 
Today refers to him as a genius, and the most important Christian 
apologist since C. S. Lewis. He served as Bishop of Durham in the 
Church of England, and he is now teaching at the University of St. 
Andrews in Scotland. 
 At the heart of Wright’s theological vision stands his view of Jesus, 
who is at the same time someone foreign to us but becomes far more 
beautiful than we had at first realized. 
 He has written prolifically on Jesus, including Simply Jesus (2011). 
He acknowledges that accepting Jesus fully has never been easy.

But the first Christians stood up against the forces of Roman authority, 
deeply religious paganism and Jewish monotheism, and the growing 
influence of the Greek philosophers. For the earliest Christians, 
accepting the gospel was not without punishing opposition, but it was 
always simple enough. To join the Christian community all that was 
needed was a baptismal confession that Jesus is Lord, and that the God 
and creator of the universe endorsed, empowered, and resurrected Jesus 
of Nazareth bodily from the dead. It is just as straightforward today. 
 Today we see about us in Western civilization a generation of 
church-going men and women many of whom feel uncertain about 
the real Jesus and whether they trust the church to get him right. N. T. 
Wright’s vision of who Jesus was and is remains one of the most exciting 
articulations around. He is a bright beacon, helpful for those who love 

N.T. WRIGHT
is the most prolific author 
among living Bible scholars. 
He served as Bishop of 
Durham in the Church of 
England and now teaches at 
the University of St. Andrews 
in Scotland. 

Teaching

BELIEF IN JESUS’ BODILY RESURRECTION, DIVINITY, AND 

HEAVENLY LORDSHIP TODAY MUST OVERCOME THE GOLIATHS OF 

MODERNISTIC WORLDVIEWS, NARRATIVES OF SECULAR PROGRESS, 

AND AN INCREASINGLY POWERFUL DESIRE TO FLOURISH, EVEN IF 

IT MEANS PUSHING GOD OUT OF OUR LIVES TO DO SO. 

What’s the problem with Jesus?
bit.ly/wrightjesus
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and are concerned for their skeptically-inclined brothers and 
sisters.
 For Wright, Jesus of Nazareth and the Jesus of our faith cannot 
be separated as if one was an unknowable person from the past, 
blurred by the agendas of the early church, and the other a Jesus-
shaped god, crafted in our own image. Wright reminds us that we 
can know the Jesus of history to a very great extent. Jesus was a 
first-century eschatological prophet who preached the kingdom of 
God, died to institute it, and has an agenda for his followers. Jesus 
is the same person today. 
 It is a crucial point that we must know who Jesus was in the 
first-century, and in his Jewish setting, especially.

AT ONCE, THE THEME OF THE “KINGDOM OF 

GOD” EMERGES AS JESUS’ CENTRAL MESSAGE, 

AND THE GOSPEL COMES INTO FOCUS AS THE 

ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE CRUCIFIED AND RISEN 

JESUS IS THE LORD OF THE WORLD. WHAT DID 

JESUS THINK HE WAS UP TO? WHAT DID HE DO AND 

SAY, WHY WAS HE KILLED, AND DID HE INDEED RISE 

FROM THE DEAD? 

In Jesus and the Victory of God (1996) Wright stated:

The relevance of Jesus, then, becomes radically different 
depending on whether one accepts or rejects the witness of 
the early church to his resurrection. Furthermore, even if one 
does accept that witness, it means radically different things 
depending on one’s view of Jesus prior of his resurrection. If 
he was a docetic figure [God, but not fully human, ed.], the 
divine being of so much would-be orthodox Christology, 
his resurrection would simply validate the salvation he had 
revealed and offered. It would prove that he was after all 
‘god’... If he was a teacher of timeless truths, the announcer 
of the timeless call to decision, or the pioneer of a new way 
of being-in-the-world, his resurrection would presumably 
endorse the programme he had articulated… But if he was 
an eschatological prophet/Messiah, announcing the kingdom 
and dying in order to bring it about, the resurrection would 
declare that he had in principle succeeded in his task, and that 
his earlier redefinitions of the coming kingdom had pointed to 
a further task awaiting his followers, that of implementing what 

he had achieved. Jesus, after all, as a good first-century Jew, 
believed that Israel functioned to the rest of the world as 
the hinge to the door; what he had done for Israel, he had 
done in principle for the whole world. (p. 660)

Jesus’ actions before he went to the cross and after the 
resurrection enlarged the worldviews of his followers. Some, 
who would still see themselves as faithful Jewish monotheists, 
began worshipping him shortly after his resurrection, while 
others doubted what they were seeing. 
 Wright offers a challenge to us: for those of us who worship 
Jesus, we must never arrogantly assume that we know all 
there is to know about him already. Our task is to keep going, 
to keep learning about the real Jesus. And there is another 
task for those who struggle with Jesus and the claims of Jesus 
bodily resurrection and heavenly lordship. Rather than feeling 
any need to exit the church, perhaps you have been given the 
gift of the reformers afresh: to locate the pressure points that 
modernistic worldviews place on faith in Jesus, to discover the 
ways that church might, in fact, have Jesus wrong, challenge the 
deficiencies of modernistic worldviews, and help us all know 
Jesus a little bit better. In The Challenge of Jesus: Rediscovering 
Who Jesus Was and Is (1999), Wright ends up saying: 

I am someone who believes that being a Christian 
necessarily entails doing business with history and that 
history done for all its worth will challenge spurious 
versions of Christianity, including many that think 
of themselves as orthodox, while sustaining and 
regenerating a deep and true orthodoxy, surprising and 
challenging though this will always remain. (p. 16)

It simply will not do to declare this question out-of-
bounds, to say that the church’s teaching will do for us, 
thank you very much, so we do not need to ask historical 
questions. You cannot say that to a serious and enquiring 
person who engages you in conversation on a train or 
to someone who wanders into a church one Sunday and 
asks what it is all about. If Christianity is not rooted in 
things that actually happened in first-century Palestine, 
we might as well be Buddhists, Marxists or almost 
anything else. And if Jesus never existed, or if he was 
quite different from what the Gospels and the church’s 
worship affirms him to have been, then we are indeed 
living in cloud-cuckoo land. The sceptics can and must be 
answered, and when we do so we will not merely reaffirm 
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the traditions of the church, whether Protestant, Catholic, evangelical, or 
whatever. We will be driven to reinterpret them, discovering depths of 
meaning within them that we had never imagined. (p. 18)

So the key I propose for translating Jesus’ unique message to the Israel of his 
day into our message to our contemporaries is to grasp the parallel, which is 
woven deeply into both Testaments, between the human call to bear God’s 
image and Israel’s call to be the light of the world. Humans were made to 
reflect God’s creative stewardship into the world. Israel was made to bring 
God’s rescuing love to bear upon the world. Jesus came as the true Israel, the 
world’s true light, and as the true image of the invisible God. He was the true 
Jew, the true human. He has laid the foundation, and we must build upon 
it. We are to be the bearers both of his redeeming love and of his creative 
stewardship: to celebrate it, to model it, to proclaim it, to dance to it. (p. 184)

 This is just a small snapshot of N.T. Wright’s vision of Jesus. At its best, 
Wright’s perspective helps Christians get ahead of the cultural curve. It can help 
us shape new futures that embrace Jesus rather than other figures or agendas that 
rehash old and problematic worldviews. 
 A great old hymn, Once in David’s Royal City (1848), is used by N. T. Wright 
to reflect on Jesus of Nazareth, the Jewish man who is both Lord and king of the 
world to come. 

“AND OUR EYES AT LAST SHALL SEE HIM, THROUGH HIS OWN 

REDEEMING LOVE.” 

[WRIGHT CONTINUES:] AND OUR TASK, AS IMAGE-BEARING, GOD-

LOVING, CHRIST-SHAPED, SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIANS, FOLLOWING 

CHRIST AND SHAPING OUR WORLD, IS TO ANNOUNCE REDEMPTION 

TO THE WORLD THAT HAS DISCOVERED ITS FALLENNESS, TO 

ANNOUNCE HEALING TO THE WORLD THAT HAS DISCOVERED ITS 

BROKENNESS, TO PROCLAIM LOVE AND TRUST TO THE WORLD 

THAT KNOWS ONLY EXPLOITATION, FEAR AND SUSPICION. 

KEITH JAGGER is a PhD student at the University 
of St. Andrews, Scotland, completing a dissertation 
on the gospel of Luke.

John Wesley famously taught 
that there are four key sources 
for all knowledge about God. 
Today, these are called the 
“Wesleyan quadrilateral.” 

Human reason and rational 
examination
   
Personal experience of 
all of life, including our 
spiritual side 

The great teachings of the 
Church that have stood the 
test of centuries  

The Holy Scriptures 
as revealed by divine 
inspiration

  

If there is any doubt or conflict 
of evidence, the Scriptures 
are the highest test and final 
authority.
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 West 
 Michigan cont’d

02
02: PASSION FOR 
MULTIPLICATION IN LOWELL
Impact Church in Lowell, Michigan, helped stir the 
beginnings of what former Pastor Phil Struckmeyer 
called Nitrogen, a Holy-Spirit led resource center 
committed to new church planting. Today, Phil is 
giving leadership to a denomination-wide movement 
that uses that name, so the West Michigan church-
planting center is called Greenhouse.
 Impact Church has been a major part of planting 
eight daughter churches and now two granddaughter 
churches. Planted in 2003, Impact believes that God 
will help them plant 25 churches by 2025. 
 The new head pastor, Jason Holdridge, was on 
staff for six years before becoming lead pastor in 2011. 
He has maintained and strengthened the culture 
of taking aggressive risks for God, releasing their 
very best people to join new church plants, being 
incredibly missional in reaching the lost in their 
communities.
 In spite of all the church-planting, Impact 
attendance is over a thousand and they are investing 
in larger facilities. The church culture there is 
completely unselfish and kingdom-minded: all of the 
staff and lay leaders are constantly looking for groups 
of people that can be “hived off ” to start another 
venue to become another church. 
 It is a culture of openness and constant 
innovation. As an example of the innovation, recently 
they began a series of 5-minute video interviews with 
their own people that they call “2nd chance stories.” 

For the last eighteen months, this has been a catalyst 
for greater excitement about life-change. People don’t 
want to miss church and miss the next “2nd chance 
story.” 
 What drives this innovation? This church believes 
their job is to represent the whole community where 
they live, including the “undies”: the unchurched and 
the de-churched. They constantly seek to represent 
the voices of the undies, never satisfied with the status 
quo or married to successful programs. People don’t 
want to be marketed to. But they respond to genuine 
love, hope, and unselfish service. 
 Impact has scores of missional team ministries 
like divorce care, Celebrate Recovery (12-step), 
prisoner re-entry, building homes for needy families, 
student service nights, Stephens Ministry (care 
teams), Love Week in the local schools, as well 
as block parties, cookouts, and many fellowship 
opportunities. They train their people to be 
redemptive in their relationships in the community. 
They work to remove any possible barrier that would 
keep undies from meeting Jesus.
 Impact Church could be one of the greatest 
“teaching churches” to show sister churches how to 
build and protect a missional culture, as their entire 
staff also exhibit an inner joy and love toward each 
other that contagiously reflects Christ’s admonition to 
“love one another.” Jason Holdridge is deeply aware 
of his role to lead and feed that culture of Christ-
centered and missional love. God continues to be up 
to something big at Impact.

THE CHURCH 
CULTURE IS 
UNSELFISH 
AND KINGDOM-
MINDED

Photo Gallery
www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch

Pastor Jason Holdridge
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03

03: THE POWER OF PRAYER 
IN SOUTH HAVEN
South Haven, Michigan, is the venue of LifeBridge, founded 
in 2012 by Milan Bittenbender and his wife, Jennifer. 
A beautiful resort community on Lake Michigan, it is 
Jennifer’s hometown. The Bittenbenders, after years of 
ministry elsewhere, felt specifically called there. 
 South Haven has among the highest percentages of 
unreached people in Michigan, and their calling was 
to plant a new church that would effectively reach the 
unchurched and de-churched. The mission of LifeBridge is 
to “Extend the hope of a rich and satisfying life in Jesus we 
encounter” (John 10:10).
 Realizing that nothing of lasting importance would 
happen without God, the Bittenbenders determined 
that prayer must be the most important component in 
everything they do. They began, not with Bible studies 
or with worship, but with corporate prayer on Saturdays. 
Milan has been greatly influenced by Jim Cymbala’s Fresh 
Wind, Fresh Fire. Their prayer emphasis is foundational. 
They would sooner cancel Sunday worship services than 
cancel Saturday prayers. Just entering its third year, the 
attendance in a local high school is averaging 250 with a 
high day at almost 300.  
 One of the powerful results of all that prayer is that 
it leads to greater compassion for the lost and for the 
needy—and that compassion finds expression corporately 
and individually. With many new Christians, the church 
is full of people who want to be discipled and trained for 
leadership. A leadership training event is held every month, 
most recently with 41 people. 
 God brought to LifeBridge a unique ministry in the 
downtown tourist district. A Christian visiting LifeBridge 
from out of town was led by the Lord to purchase a 

downtown retail property in the midst of million dollars 
buildings. He leases it to LifeBridge for a small amount 
(compared to its worth). The church office and a private 
prayer room are located in the back. But the main shop 
consists of a wonderfully decorated Christian coffee shop 
called “The Living Room.” 
 The Living Room offers a sacred space in the midst of 
the marketplace, the center of the city. All the churches in 
town find it to be a meeting ground, and nine churches 
partnered together to form a 77-hour prayer chain when 
The Living Room opened. God has been answering prayer 
in South Haven in creative ways.

SACRED SPACE 
IN THE MIDST 

OF THE 
MARKETPLACE

Jennifer and Milan Bittenbender

Watch Video
www.wesleyan.org/videos
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 The church building has a historic sacredness about it, with its 
tall steeple and massive bell that can be heard for miles on Sunday 
morning, with its stained glass windows and great pipe organ. But 
remodeling has also transformed the basement into a catacomb of 
wonder for kids’ ministries, and the sanctuary is a blend of ancient-
future that is both sacred and upbeat. The church began in 2012, 
and since then, 50 people have been baptized and attendance on 
Sunday mornings is nearing two hundred. 
 The mission of The Well is simply the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:19-20). The test of everything they do is whether it 
contributes toward the Great Commission. Every sub-group in 
the church, every activity, is strategic. Each “Go Group” develops 
spiritual growth and has a “going into the community” focus. 
 In addition to several typical kinds of outreach, The Well has 
a unique ministry to prisoners and former prisoners. Nate Smith, 
a partner of The Well, directs an 
addiction rehab ministry called 
Straight Street. Close to twenty former 
prisoners are currently short-term 
residents in a sort of Christian “half-
way house.” Nate has also multiplied 
and planted a church within the 
prison walls. Nate develops the 
internal Christian leadership among 
prisoners and designs two Sunday 
evening worship gatherings. Known 
gang leaders have been set free in 
Christ and removed their gang colors, 
risking their lives in doing so. In just a 
few months, the whole culture inside 
the prisons is changing and they are 
talking about adding a third service 
since the two are packed to the brim. 
 God is using The Well to change 
Ionia.

04: NEW BEGINNINGS 
AND HOPE FOR IONIA
Ed Love had earlier planted Epic Church, a healthy new 
congregation in Portland, Michigan. He was obedient to the 
Spirit when he was unmistakably called to begin yet another 
new church in Ionia, Michigan.
 Ionia is a city in need of Christ’s redemption and hope. 
Several large prisons and a mental hospital are the largest 
employers. These contribute to the atmosphere of the town. One 
of the bright spots, however, has become “The Well,” the new 
Wesleyan church downtown.
 Ed and Emily Love, starting with just a small missional 
band of Christ followers, opened a baby pantry in an effort to 
reach out to young mothers who needed a helping hand. One of 
Ed’s personal ministries is the men’s basketball league. A server 
in a local diner has played against Ed and said, “The man has 
skills! He could be on the Harlem Globetrotters!” Ed says his 
basketball gives him “street-cred(ibility)” and is a great way to 
befriend young men. 

 The Well had gotten off to a good start in temporary 
quarters, when something close to a miracle happened. A great, 
historic church at one end of the downtown shopping district 
happened to be an American Baptist Church. Unfortunately it 
had fallen on hard times and was down to a handful of older 
people. They became aware of Ed Love’s budding ministry and 
began building a relationship with The Well. Both groups spent 
time in prayer about their potential partnership. After a few 
months, the church voted to hand their entire, well-maintained 
facility over to The Well, including the church’s accumulated 
savings. This became a well-known story throughout the town, 
a story of unselfish giving and kingdom-mindedness by the 
Baptist members, and a story of new beginnings and hope for 
Ionia. Most or all of the Baptist members who remained have 
now joined The Well!

A STORY OF UNSELFISH GIVING 
AND KINGDOM-MINDEDNESS

04 Dr. Ed Love
Pastor, The Well

Nate Smith
Straight Street Ministry

Watch Video
www.wesleyan.org/videos
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05: BREAKING DOWN ANY BARRIER 
TO CHRIST IN HUDSONVILLE
Daybreak Community Church in Hudsonville, Michigan, is an exception to the rule that new 
churches are more evangelistic than older, established ones. Wes and Claudia Dupin planted 
Daybreak in 1989 as a daughter church under Kentwood Community Church, owing much to 
the vision of Kentwood Pastor Wayne Schmidt. 
 Wes Dupin, son of the world-renowned evangelist Clyde Dupin, has remained lead pastor 
of the church for a quarter century. More recently, Claudia Dupin was named the executive 
pastor. It turned out to be a great move, as her gifts mesh well with Wes’. The attendance at 
Daybreak averages over 1,200 today.
 But the more remarkable thing about Daybreak is the number of decisions for Christ. 
From 1993-2009, the church reported 100-200 each year. In the most recent five years, the 
range has been from 300-450 decisions for Christ per year. Asked if numbers like these include 
raised hands in services, Wes said, “I had a personal conversation with almost every one of 
those, usually in a lounge area in the church. I had to be satisfied that they had made a genuine 
decision for Christ.” 
 In addition to prayer, Wes feels that, if anything, his passion has been increasingly to 
throw down every barrier and open pathways to Christ for anyone. Scores of targeted caring 
ministries embracing their community all are sharing the compassion of Christ and opening 
side doors for people who may have reluctance to visit the church’s main door. 
 Churches and leaders that are focusing on prayer and compassion for the lost in West 
Michigan are finding that God is building his church.

05

OPEN PATHWAYS 
TO CHRIST FOR 
ANYONE

The Well

Wes and Claudia Dupin

Read More Stories
www.wesleyan.org/news
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the 
lord

Still Meets Us

COMPILED BY RON MCCLUNG

18 

DOES GOD STILL SPEAK TODAY? 
Does he ever give his children vivid 
experiences with Jesus? The persons 
whose stories follow would tell you 
Jesus does still speak personally to us 
at times in real, unforgettable ways. 
Often the clearest evidence of the 
reality of these experiences is found 
in the changed lives.
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I USED TO SELL DRUGS IN 
THAT NEIGHBORHOOD, BUT 
NOW I SHARE THE GOSPEL OF 
JESUS CHRIST.

JESUS ARRANGED MY 
VISIT TO THAT CHURCH 
AND THAT MESSAGE.

 god is in charge 
 of the marrow
 BRADY STEPHENS

When our son was two years nine months old, he 
was diagnosed with leukemia. The doctors told us to 
expect two and a half years of chemotherapy, with no 
guarantees after that. About two years into the process, 
a blood test revealed he was anemic. The doctor 
ordered a test to see if the leukemia was back. If so, it 
would indicate an aggressive type of the disease.
 The night before the test, I drove past a church 
where the lights were on and cars were in the lot. I 
felt strongly impressed to stop and request prayer. I 
hesitated and decided to come back later. 
 On my way back home, I stopped at the church and 
went inside. It was a midweek service and the pastor 
was teaching. He motioned for me to join them and 
went on teaching. 
 Suddenly, he turned to Hebrews 4:12, which says, 
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow” (KJV). Marrow! When I heard that word, 
it reminded me that Jesus, who healed all kinds of 
diseases, is in charge even of the marrow. 
 I believe Jesus arranged my visit to that church and 
that message to assure me that he was caring for my 
son. Indeed, when the doctor came out to report the 
results the next day, she said they could not find any 
trace of leukemia in our son’s marrow. 
 Today, our son is healthy and just finished high 
school. God is in control, even of the marrow! He cares 
about us, and speaks to us, if we are open to hear.

 with Jesus on 
 the summit
 JUSTIN GRAVES

My wife died in December 2009. Although deeply 
saddened by this experience, over time God has 
helped me to see that he uses everything to help us 
serve him better (Romans 8:28). 
 Soon after her death, on a trip to Taos, New 
Mexico, I decided to climb a nearby mountain and 
scatter my wife’s ashes. Climbing up the mountain by 
myself, I was taking a lot of pictures with my camera, 
when I felt an unmistakable prompting to “put the 
camera away.” I obeyed. Just then I came around a 
bend near the top of the trail. Looking up at the trees, 
which covered the trail, the sun was shining through 
like a heavenly light. It was a very special moment. I 
felt a great peace. If I had been taking pictures I could 
have missed that moment.
 Nearby was a large rock where I stretched out 
completely and felt the presence of Jesus with me 
very personally. He gave me comfort for the loss of 
my wife and encouragement for the pathway ahead. 
In fact, as I stayed there, having a conversation with 
him, I felt the direction of my life change. His voice 
resounded clearly in my heart, saying, “You are going 
into ministry.”
 Since then I have been part of a church plant 
in inner city Indianapolis, in one of the city’s most 
perilous neighborhoods. I used to sell drugs and 
dodge bullets in that neighborhood, but now I share 
the gospel of Jesus Christ with everyone whom we 
touch with our ministry there.
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I FELT THE OPPRESSION OF 
ADDICTION LEAVE ME AND I 
KNEW I WAS “CLEAN.” THE ONE WHO LOVES ME WILL 

BE LOVED BY MY FATHER, AND 
I TOO WILL LOVE THEM AND 
SHOW MYSELF TO THEM.

 he pulled me 
 out of the pit
 MARK JENKINS
 
In 1995 I was a drunken doper living in LaPorte 
City, Iowa. Married and searching for answers, I 
visited a Wesleyan church. The pastor preached 
about the sinful life I knew I was leading and said 
that “it had to stop.”
 The men of that church were attending a 
Promise Keepers event. I signed up, not knowing 
what to expect. 
 On Saturday night of the event at the 
Metrodome in Minneapolis, the speaker said that 
we had worshiped with loud shouts and praise 
music, but “now, be still and know that he is God.” I 
closed my eyes, raised my hands to heaven, and had 
the extraordinary experience of feeling the Holy 
Spirit flow into and through my body. I felt the 
oppression of addiction leave me and I knew I was 
“clean.” It was not just a feeling; it was an encounter 
with Jesus. And I was indeed completely changed.
No one can tell me that God does not exist because 
I know he reached into the pit I had placed 
myself in, and pulled me out! I began studying for 
ministry and have since been ordained.

 i know that i 
 know he is real
 [NAME WITHHELD BY REQUEST]
 
I was a young pastor of a small Wesleyan 
congregation. It was my habit to do my sermon 
preparation in my study at one end of the church. I 
was praying over John 14. 
 Repeatedly, I came to verses 20-21: “On that day 
you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are 
in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands 
and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too 
will love them and show myself to them.” 
 One of my regular prayers after I was saved as a 
teenager was that God would help me set aside my 
cynicism and to love Jesus with all my heart. In that 
moment in John 14, I was praying, “Lord, I do love 
you with all my heart.” 
 Suddenly, the Lord answered me in a way that 
has changed my life. I felt his presence, his glory, his 
overwhelming love fill the room so powerfully that 
for the next quarter hour I was face down on the 
carpet, weeping and worshipping. It was nothing 
from inside me that created the power of that 
moment. The Lord reached out to me and spoke to 
my heart and my mind in ways deeper than words 
can express.
 I have had just a few very special, supernatural 
moments when God broke into my “walking by faith” 
life. Each has been unique, but since that day in my 
study, “I know that I know” he is real. I trust the 
Scriptures and rely on them daily. But I am not at the 
mercy of debates about the existence of God to know 
that he is real and that he loves me. If I would ever 
have been tempted to doubt Jesus, that experience 
with the Lord was so real and unmistakable, it has 
helped give me the courage to face every fear that can 
come in life and death.

 he pulled me 
 out of the pit

Read More Stories
www.wesleyan.org/news
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By Christin Taylor

I WAS TWENTY-SEVEN WHEN I STOPPED 

READING THE BIBLE FOR A YEAR. I DIDN’T 

STOP FOR THE REASONS YOU MIGHT THINK. 

I WASN’T REBELLING. I WASN’T NECESSARILY 

DOUBTING MY FAITH. I QUIT BECAUSE MY 

SPIRITUAL MENTOR TOLD ME TO DO SO.
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Teaching

 I’m here, Jesus.  I whispered. Meet me, please.“

“
Teaching

IT’S IMPORTANT TO 

UNDERSTAND THE 

CIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED TO 

HER SOMEWHAT RADICAL PIECE 

OF ADVICE.

The year I stopped reading the Bible, my 
husband, Dwayne, and I lived in Azusa, 
Calif.. He was a full-time graduate student, 
and I was working full-time as an adjunct 
professor. Our daughter, Noelle, was just a 
year old, and full of all the life and energy of 
a toddler.
 I cried a lot that year. I remember being 
stalked by the constant shadow of anxiety, 
prowling like a wolf. I had no time for 
friendships, hardly time to go to church, no 
time to grade papers and prepare my lessons, 
no time to even do dishes. Our apartment 
was overrun by weevils and cockroaches. Life 
felt as if it were barely holding together. And 
I felt as if I were the sole safety net pulled taut 
beneath our family. If I broke, everyone and 
everything would come tumbling down in 
jagged edges of concrete and metal.
 It was during this season that God led 
me to Jackie as a spiritual mentor. She was a 
graduate student studying spiritual formation 
at another Christian university. Jackie was a 
mother of three and a former missionary. We 
connected on many levels, and I sensed that 
I could trust her godly counsel. She began 
meeting with me monthly. 

   About six months into our relationship 
she advised me to “put your Bible down. Start 
spending your time with God doing things that 
energize you.”
     I blinked at her, stunned. Telling someone 
to stop reading their Bible seemed absurd. What 
if I put down my Bible and never picked it back 
up? What if I put down my Bible and started a 
slide away from faith? What if I put my Bible 
down and God fell absolutely silent?

 “You have read and heard the Bible since 
you were a little girl,” Jackie reassured me. “It 
is buried deep within you. The Holy Spirit will 
bring you what you need.”
   All my life I had attended church, 
Sunday school, singing hymns, memorizing 
verses. I had an image of myself in high 
school spending time each day curled up, 
slogging my way through the Old Testament 
prophets. All the way through college, I beat 
myself up for not whipping my hours into 
shape so I could have regular devotions.
      During the college years, I remember 
a friend saying, “I really look forward to 
getting up an hour earlier so I can meet 
with God before classes.” She seemed close 
to heaven, beatific. I felt small and guilty. 
Why wasn’t I getting up an hour earlier 
every day too?
      This guilt perpetuated into my young 
adult years. No matter how much time 
I spent reading the Bible, there always 
hung over me the elusive measure of 
more. Why wasn’t I getting up earlier? 
Reading longer? Praying harder? And 
during that season of exhaustion at 
Azusa, I felt that my misery stemmed 
from my lack of spiritual discipline. 
But my time in the Bible had become a 
millstone of guilt and obligation.

What if i put my bible down and 

god fell absolutely silent?
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 As I sat with Jackie, contemplating new ways to 
spend time with God, she asked, “What things bring 
life, make you excited?”
 “Writing,” I answered immediately. She 
nodded. “Then use your writing time to 
connect with God.” I tried to imagine 
how the act of writing could constitute 
communion with the Holy Spirit.
 She brainstormed other ways 
for me to connect with God outside 
of studying my Bible: listening to 
worship music and taking walks 
with Noelle through our San Gabriel 
Mountains while listening for him.
 My first few weeks without focused 
Bible-reading were odd. Sort of like a 
free-fall. I felt an unnerving absence wrap 
itself around my shoulders. Not so much the 
absence of my time reading the Bible, since that 
had been sporadic lately anyway, but more like the 
absence of the requirement. 
 I decided to spend Noelle’s morning nap time 
working on writing my book and praying. At first 
when I sat to write, I felt a measure of uncertainty. 
“I’m here, Jesus.” I whispered. “Meet me, please.” And 
then I typed away.
 Jackie taught me a contemplative prayer for the 
morning and one for the night. In the morning, 
“What do you have for me today, Lord?” And in 
the evenings, “Show me where you were in this day, 
Lord.” As often as I could remember, I included these 
prayers, hedging my days with an awareness of God’s 
presence that had previously been gobbled up by a 
sense of rote duty.
 A light came on after a time with my new forms 
of devotion. I began to recognize just how anxious 

and desperate I had been. Like a girl floating outside 
herself, I saw the ways that fretfulness had dictated 
my thoughts, attitudes, and actions.

 Any time I felt the spindly fingers of anxiety 
return, I was taught to hold my anxiety in my 

hands, turn to Jesus and say, “This is what 
I’m feeling. Now what do I do?” Then 

wait and listen. The hand of God began 
streaming into my days like light 
falling through panes of glass. 
 One morning, as Noelle and I 
walked through our subdivision, we 
were passing a tricycle in someone’s 
yard and Noelle gravitated toward it. 

“No, no!” I called out. “That’s not ours.”
 At that moment, the door of the 

apartment opened, and there stood a 
beautiful brown-eyed woman with a baby 

on her hip. Behind her, two curly-haired children 
peeked out. “It’s okay,” she smiled. “I’ve seen you 
walking before. I wanted to tell you that she can play 
with our toys.”
 That morning, Denada invited me in for tea. We 
sat and talked and laughed while the children played. 
Afterwards, as I walked back, a single thought 
whispered across my heart as real as spoken words: 
“She is my gift to you, and you are my gift to her.” I 
wept all the way home.
 “God brought me a friend,” I told Dwayne later. 
“I didn’t know how much I needed a friend, but 
he did.” I felt love crack its way through my being, 
a deep crevice opened by a God whose limits are 
worlds without end. 
 One year with my mentor Jackie turned into a 
second, and the time came when I asked, “So is it 

A generation of women creating space 
for God to move. Let’s meet Him there.
 
April 17-19, 2015
 
Nashville, TN, & simulcasting live 
across North America
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Everything is at stake when we choose to examine our 

values and beliefs in order to own them for ourselves.

CHRISTIN TAYLOR’S second book, Crew: 
Finding Community When Your Dreams 
Crash, was released this fall from 
Wesleyan Publishing House. She lives 
in Gettysburg, Pa., where she writes and 
teaches at Gettysburg College, and lives 
with her family, Dwayne, Noelle (6), and 
Nathan (3).

But the maps given 

to us as children can 

never be obliterated 

from our identity. 

okay for me to read my Bible again?” I grinned. She 
laughed. “Yes,” she nodded, “but only if you desire 
to, and not from guilt, and start with no more than 
fifteen minutes.”
 I was like a woman picking up an old habit. 
Would I be able to return to regular Bible study 
without beating this beautiful spiritual discipline into 
ruts of guilt and obligation?
 In his book, Becoming Adult, Becoming Christian: 
Adult Development and Christian Faith, Dr. James 
Fowler chronicles a shift in faith very much like 
the one I went through. He calls it moving from 
synthetic-conventional faith to individuative-
reflective faith. We must move from a faith built 
around the scaffolding given to us by our parents and 
caregivers to a more organic faith rooted 
deep in the soil of our own soul.
 As children, we mirror what we have been given. 
These are good guidelines, good boundaries. Our 
parents and pastors offer us blueprints by which to 
build the foundation of our faith. 
 But in the following stage, Fowler says we begin 
to examine these beliefs and make “critical choices 
about the defining elements of [our] identity and 
faith.” In other words, we begin to own these beliefs 
and identities for ourselves.
 Inevitably, learning to see our faith from a 
more objective point of view means first separating 
from them. We need a little distance in order to 
gain perspective. Dr. Robert Kegan, an authority in 
developmental psychology puts it, “What we separate 
from, we find anew.”
 Jackie had discerned that I needed to separate 
from my unhealthy pattern of reading the Bible in 
order to discover devotion with God in new ways.  
 In so many ways, the guilt and obligation that 
dictated my quiet time had been an extension of 
misconceptions about God and Jesus that had 
filtered into my thinking. I believed without ever 
saying it out loud that God would only interact with 
my life if I were disciplined enough and faithful 
enough. I believed my difficulties were because I was 
not working hard enough in my relationship with 
him. As a result, I beat myself into a pulp and missed 
the abundant love of my Creator and Redeemer.

 Transitioning from one 
faith stage to the next is not 
like the next step on a ladder. 
It entails a reconstitution of 
our whole being. Everything 
is at stake when we choose 
to examine our values and 
beliefs in order to own 
them for ourselves. In the 
classic movie, The Green 
Pastures, one character says, 
“everything nailed down is 
coming loose.” In order to 
move from one stage to the 
next, the structure of how we 
see the world, interpret our 
values, and connect to God 
must shift.
 As a parent, pastor, or 
mentor watching our young 
adults go through this kind 
of transition, it can feel as 
if they have lost their faith 
altogether. It can seem they 
have slipped away on the 
ether of doubt. 

 But the maps given to 
us as children can never 
be obliterated from our 
identity. Sometimes we get 
the maps confused with our 
essential identity, and we 
need to untangle ourselves 
in order to embrace faith 
in healthy ways. Eventually, 
in order to make sense of 
the world, we acknowledge 
where we’ve come from and 
integrate our past into our 
future.
 I returned to reading 
the Bible like a bird lighting 
on a limb. No more cages 
of misconception and 
compulsion. Over the years, 
my time in the Word has 
only gotten more regular, 
because it is a great source 
of joy and life for me, a 
quiet place where I drink 
deeply and rest.
 Now I read the Bible, 
not because I feel I have to, 
or because I believe that 
God will be more faithful to 
me if I do it. I read because 
my time with the Lord is 
mine, and mine alone.
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s Sarah Cochran battled 
infertility and loneliness, she 
was asking God, “What do you 
want from my life?” 

 She was engaged in children’s 
ministry and loved being a pastor’s 
wife. But her certainty in her calling 
ended there. 
 Sarah and her husband, Tom, 
attended The Gathering in January 
2011. God spoke to her powerfully 
there, and she suddenly knew she 
was called to pursue a broader role in 
spiritual formation for the church.  
 She began to prepare diligently as 
a student of God’s Word and enlarged 
her ministry focus.  “The Gathering is 
not a one-time thing,” Sarah said. “It 
has a very special spirit.”

Why we gather
A CALLING DISCOVERED
AT THE GATHERING 

MULTIPLY: PRE-REG. REQUIRED 
Making Disciples in a Changing Culture 

[Jan. 13, 2015 – 9AM] Join speaker Bob 

Roberts for a CMAD pre-conference event. 

wesleyan.org/multiply

WORSHIP ARTS SEMINAR
[Jan. 14, 2015] Super-seminar designed to 

kindle ministries – inspirational teaching and 

innovative worship arts for pastors & worship 

leaders – RSVP. wesleyan.org/waseminar

Vision

A
SPECIAL EVENTS

JANUARY 13-16, 2015 
WESLEYAN.ORG/GATHERING

EARLY-BIRD REGISTRATION OCT. 30TH

Watch G15 Video
www.wesleyan.org/gathering

MEDIA

G11 Audio Archive
http://bit.ly/g11clips

Let’s pray 
together that 
as we gather 
God will 
transform us.

INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE
[Jan. 11-13, 2015 – 9AM] The highest 

organizational conference of our global 

Wesleyan tribe. Enjoy a front row seat as 

you engage with our international family 

in worship, seminars, prayer, business 

sessions, and informal connections.

ICWC REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
wesleyan.org/gp
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News

KINGSWOOD STUDENTS 
SPAN THE HEMISPHERE 
WITH SUMMER MISSIONS
 
Kingswood University ministry teams 
traveled this summer, serving in Canada, 
the United States, and Guatemala.
 “Many students are coming from 
broken situations that I could never 
imagine,” said Lauren Kerr, a fourth year 
student from New Zealand “At camp, they 
come to know Jesus in a tangible way.” 
 An Ontario youth camp student told 
KU team member JJ Gorveatte how he felt 
God speaking and removing his doubts. 
 A Kingswood team wrote from 
Guatemala, “Our team is being stretched 
and strengthened . . . lots of heat, lots of 
rain, and lots of smiles.”

PHILOSOPHER CRAIG PARTNERS WITH OKWU 
THEOLOGY & APOLOGETICS PROGRAM 
Oklahoma Wesleyan announced recently the partnership between Dr. William Lane Craig 
and the Master of Theology & Apologetics program launching this fall.
 “Craig is one of the world’s foremost Christian philosophers,” OKWU President Everett 
Piper said. This new OKWU program involves innovative coursework, designed to help 
students learn how to contend their faith and understand contemporary Christian issues. 
 “Specifically, students will learn the coherence of Christian doctrine, how to correct 
common misconceptions, and answer with logic and facts as they face the toughest 
challenges to the Christian faith,” said Dr. Devon Smith, OKWU professor.

IWU FORMALIZES 
PARTNERSHIP WITH 
AUSTRALIA COLLEGE 
Indiana Wesleyan University President 
David Wright announced on August 5 
the partnership between IWU and Wesley Institute in Sydney, Australia, 
making their global Christian learning community a reality. Through the 
partnership, Wesley Institute seeks to become the foundation for the first 
global Christian university in Australia with plans to develop multiple 
campuses across the Asia Pacific region.
 In January 2015, Wesley Institute will change its name to Excelsia 
College, “a community where people excel.” The institution plans to relocate 
to a new campus in 2015 and offer new courses by Semester 1, 2016.

SOUTHERN WESLEYAN AND 
BAPTIST EASLEY HOSPITAL 
SIGN AGREEMENT
 
Southern Wesleyan University in Central, 
S.C., and Baptist Easley Hospital have 
signed an agreement making possible a degree concentrating on healthcare 
administration and new wellness programs.
 Baptist Easley CEO Michael Batchelor and SWU President Todd Voss 
signed a memorandum of understanding, aligning the two organizations 
for years to come.
 “Collaboration is the future for higher education as well as health care, 
and joining forces with an innovative and caring organization like Baptist 
Easley allows for both organizations to serve the community and our 
constituents in new and exciting ways,” said Voss.
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HOUGHTON COLLEGE RECEIVES 
HIGH RANKING FROM FISKE’S 
GUIDE 
 
For the consecutive second year, Houghton 
College of Houghton, N.Y., has received the 
highest ranking (four out of four stars) for 
quality of life from the prestigious publication 
The Fiske Guide to Colleges for 2015.
 Houghton also ranked high in social 
activities and was praised for having a beautiful, 
rural, spacious campus. Fiske’s Guide also 
praised Houghton for its large equestrian center 
and strong academic programs, where almost 
50 percent of the students have taken advantage 
of the off-campus study programs that span the 
globe.

Obituaries

Blank, Dr. 
Lester (77)
died July 5, 2014, in 
Redding, Calif. He was an 
ordained minister and a 
former pastor in the Pacific 
Southwest District. He 
served 32 years at Azusa 
Pacific University in the 

admissions department, as a faculty member 
in the division of religion and philosophy, and 
as founding dean of the School of Theology. 
He is survived by his wife Joanne, one son, one 
daughter, three grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren, one sister, and one brother.

EILER, DANIEL “DANNY” (30)
lived in Ringgold, Ga., at the time of his death. 
He served as senior pastor at The Springs 
Community Church in Ringgold. Survivors 
include his parents, wife Cassie, two sons, and 
one brother.

Eddy, Rev. Edward (94) 
lived in Oro Valley, Az. He was the son of 
missionary parents, born in Sierra Leone, 
where he later returned as a missionary to 
serve with his wife Arlene. She preceded him 
in death. He served as Global Partners field 
staff the last nine years of his missionary 
term. Rev. Eddy also pastored Wesleyan 
churches in California. He later served with 
the Billy Graham Association, taking part 
in the Billy Graham Crusade across the 
country. Honored for 50 years of service with 
The Wesleyan Church, Rev. Eddy is survived 
by three daughters, six grandchildren, and 
nine great-grandchildren.

GEARHART, MARGARET ANN (87) 
lived in Fern Park, Fla. She served alongside 
her husband, Rev. Forrest J. Gearhart, who 
was district superintendent of the Northern 
Illinois District from 1968 to 1976, as 
associate missionaries with Global Partners 
in Puerto Rico, and as founding pastor of 
the Sturgis, Mich., Wesleyan church and 
the Wheaton, Ill., Wesleyan church. She 
is survived by her husband, two sons, one 
daughter, eight grandchildren, and one 
great-grandchild.
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JONES, REV. DR. LARRY (76)  
lived in Hawk Point, Mo. He was an 
ordained minister with The Wesleyan 
Church and pastored at various churches 
through the U.S. He was preceded in death 
by a great-granddaughter. Survivors include 
his wife Karen, five sons, two daughters, 28 
grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren, one 
brother, and two sisters.  

MCALPINE, REV. HERBERT (65)  
lived in Tamaqua, Penn. The U.S. Army 
veteran served in Vietnam and was a 
member of Allentown Evangelical Wesleyan 
Church, where he served as pastor of 
evangelism and outreach. He also served as 
a leader of Allentown Community Wesleyan 
Church, a forerunner of Gospel Chapel. 
Survivors include two sisters, three brothers, 
three stepsisters, one stepbrother, a stepson, 
a stepdaughter, and four foster sons.

Hertel, Rev. 
James (99)    
former president of 
Frankfort Pilgrim College 
in Frankfort, Ind., died 
on July 20, 2014, in 
Greenwood, Ind., at the 
age of 99. He served as 
college president from 
1959 to 1966.
 In addition, he served as an evangelist 
and pastored several churches in the 
Indiana South District, both before and 
after his presidency, served on numerous 
district boards and committees, and taught 
countless students at the Indiana South 
District Seminars, a forerunner of today’s 
FLAME program.
 He and his wife traveled internationally, 
including 30 trips to the Holy Land.
 He is survived by his wife of 77 years, 
Martha L. Hertel; children, Dr. Marti 
Eicholz (Robert) of San Diego and Dr. J. 
Wesley Hertel (Pat) of Greenwood; seven 
grandchildren, and 23 great-grandchildren. 
His funeral service was held on July 24 at 
Mount Auburn United Methodist Church in 
Greenwood.

MILLER, REV. BETTY (94)  
lived in Raymond, Wash. She became an 
ordained minister with the Pilgrim Holiness 
Church in 1948 before it merged with The 
Wesleyan Church. She was a college professor 
and pastored five churches 

REYNOLDS, REV. WALTER (83) 
lived in Los Angeles, Calif. The ordained 
minister with The Wesleyan Church served in 
the East Michigan District. He was preceded 
in death by his wife Grace, as well as five 
sisters. Survivors include one son and one 
daughter, four grandchildren, eight great-
grandchildren, two brothers, and one sister. 

SCHELL, REV. CARL (59) 
lived in Hillsdale, Mich. He served several 
years as the pastor of Coldwater Wesleyan 
Church and started or volunteered with 
several other ministries. Survivors include his 
parents, two brothers, and one sister. 

SMITH, REV. EDWARD (77)    
lived in Remus, Mich. The ordained minister 
with The Wesleyan Church pastored churches 
in several Michigan cities. He was preceded 
in death by his wife Vera. Survivors include 
one son, two daughters, six grandchildren, 
and four sisters. 

Storey, Rev. David (77)
lived in Brooksville, Fla. In 1936, his parents 
took him and his older sister, Lola Mae, to 
the Philippines to serve as missionaries. 
His parents were the first missionaries to 
the Philippines under the Pilgrim Holiness 
Church. His sister passed away in the 
Philippines while the family attempted to 
escape capture by the Japanese. The family 
was captured during World War II and spent 
four years in a prison camp in Manila. Rev. 
Storey served as both a pastor and evangelist 
with The Wesleyan Church. Survivors 
include his wife Maxine, one son, three 
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

TIPPEY, REV. WAYNE (85) 
lived in Myrtle Beach, S.C. He served as 
a minister with The Wesleyan Church for 
50 years. A Marion College graduate (now 
Indiana Wesleyan University), he was 
married to his wife Bonnie for 63 years. 
Survivors include his wife, two daughters, 
one brother, four grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren. 

WATSON, REV. GREGG (58)  
lived in Olathe, Kans. A graduate of 
Bartlesville Wesleyan College (now 
Oklahoma Wesleyan University), he served 
as a Wesleyan pastor for 34 years in churches 
in Kansas, Wyoming, Arizona, and South 
Dakota. Rev. Watson was preceded in death 
by his father. Survivors include his mother, 
his wife Holly of 38 years, three sons, two 
grandchildren, and one sister. 

Wheeler, Rev. Paul (93)   
passed away in Lynchburg, Va., on August 11, 2014. Rev. Wheeler, 
age 93, is a former district superintendent of the Virginia District 
of The Wesleyan Church where he served for 10 years.

  A veteran of World War II, Rev. Wheeler served in the 
United States Navy. Besides serving as a district superintendent, 
he pastored several churches in Michigan and Virginia. He 

also served as a chaplain for the American Legion, Virginia Baptist Hospital, and 
Lynchburg General Hospital.
 Survivors include his wife, Marie (Cockerill) Wheeler; daughter, Karen Gillespie; 
son, Jack (Deb); two sisters, six grandchildren, and 13 great-grandchildren.
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