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NOTE:  The Awana material is vast and has not been read in it's entirety, please know that only the books or resources listed have been previewed.  
 For further questions, please contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org

Book Page # Book Says Wording/Comments from 

T&T Ultimate Challenge  

Leader's Guidebook 

Primary emphases in this book are memorization, prayer, Bible reading, 

trusting and believing in Jesus Christ for salvation. Theological teaching is 

also very observable in this older group of students, including:                     

Theology - Whose God, what we need to know about God                   

Christology - What we need to know about Jesus Christ, God's Son                                                                         

Pneumatology - What we need to know about the Holy Spirit, the third 

person of the Trinity                                                                                                    

Bibliology - Why we believe the Bible as God's Word and why we should 

read it, memorize verses and know it well                                                    

Hamartilogy - we are al sinners and need to be forgiven                              

Soteriology - the means of salvation by the death of Jesus                

Ecclesiology - the help of the church and other believers, including why we 

should be baptized                                                                                               

Missiology - what we need to do in helping others everywhere find Jesus as 

Savior                                                                                                                      

These are all well covered in the lessons without using the actual 

theological terms. Again, as in previous lessons, a strong emphasis is made on 

trusting and believing Jesus for salvation.  

2, 9, 11, 15, 32, 

35, 59, 75, 93, 94, 

Reformed/Calvinistic position that once we are saved we do not need to 

be saved again because we are saved forever because we are "placed 

into" Christ                                                                                            

Page 44 - Being saved does not mean we won't ever sin again. "We 

are still sinful people… We still have a sinful nature within us." But on 

Page 90 - the question is raised - if you need to be saved again when 

you sin?  The usual answer of our Reformed and Calvinistic friends is 

"No, once you trust Christ you are saved forever" (John 10:28-29).                  

Page 51 - "Being baptized by the Holy Spirit means that you are 

placed into Christ; you are now part of the body of Christ."                      

Pages 52-55 - Include instruction on the difference between being 

baptized by the Spirit and being filled with the Spirit, as well as being 

sealed by the Holy Spirit.  Finally, the Holy Spirit guarantees our 

salvation.                                                    44, 51, 52-55, 90
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68, 69

There is good emphasis on growth and development in the Christian life. 

Teaching that selfishness, disobedience and evil thoughts are sinful is included, 

but on page 68, for whatever reason, the guide drops in words abut marriage, 

husbands and wives and the family, with the body being the temple of the Holy 

Spirit, page 69.

The Start Zone

Emphasizes trust and belief for salvation, with confession of sin and repentance 

not being mentioned.  Guilt and confession are part of forgiveness. 

T&T Ultimate Challenge    

Book 1 

The major emphases of this book are about the Bible and how we know it is 

true, what we need to know about God, about Jesus and about the Holy Spirit. 

16

High view of the Scriptures is expressed, but "every single verse is God's Word" 

should be carefully explained t kids who can easily understand what that means                                                                                                            

Maybe it's not too soon to point out to children that some verses are the words 

of Satan, the devil or evil persons.  These words are not true or good, nor what 

God says. This is a fine point, but kids can understand this quickly  

42-44, 80, 86, 

114, 120, 132 

The importance of trust in Jesus for salvation and to believe His word are shown 

repeatedly, . When 1 John 1:9 is cited for memory.(PP.104-105), we find the 

only place where confession of sins is mentioned. There are many other places 

were that biblical teaching could well be included with trust for salvation.                                                                                                   

Incorporate confession of sin, repentance, godly sorrow for sins, forgiveness 

and turning from the sins committed.

116

Teaching is as follows: "When we are 

justified, our sins are subtracted(taken 

away), and God's righteousness (perfect 

goodness) is added." 

This is one way our Reformed and Calvinistic friends describe justification.  The 

imputed righteousness of Christ is placed to the account of a believer, so that 

God sees the believer through Christ.
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Reformed/Calvinistic position                                                                           When it 

comes to teaching about the Holy Spirit there are some real questions, such as 

the following expressions about the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the filling of the 

Spirit and the sealing of the Spirit, as introduced on page 129.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

"Being baptized by the Holy Spirit is not something that you feel or something 

that you do. Only God can do it for you. Once we are placed into Christ, we are 

so close to Him that we can never get away. He will never lose what's part of 

Himself."

These statements are more than semantics or interpretations of biblical 

doctrines. They are part of and parcel of the whole Reformed, Calvinistic 

theological system and their denominational articles of religion of faith. 

T&T Ultimate Challenge   

Book 2

7

A Botanist, who is an unbeliever featured in the book, explains the way the 

earth evolved. Creationists refuse this idea and the book in later pages includes 

the position of Awana as "Intelligent Design" (see pages 50-51 with kid's talk 

abut evolution).

129, 135, 136, 

140 

Baptism - Sealing by the Holy Spirit                         

Page 135:  "At the very exact moment you 

(or anyone else) trust Christ as Savior, you 

are baptized by the Holy Spirit.  (Baptize 

means 'to place into.')...Being baptized by 

the Holy Spirit means that you are placed 

into Christ, and you are now part of the 

body of Christ."                                                                                                        

Page 136:  "Being filled with the Spirit 

means that you are living the way God 

wants you to live…When the old, sinful you 

is in charge, you are NOT filled with the 

Spirit…The baptism of the Spirit happens the 

exact second you trust Christ. Being filled 

with the Spirit keeps on happening as you 

grow in Christ."                                                     

Page 140:  "…the Holy Spirit is our seal once 

we trust Christ as Savior. We are safely 

sealed until we go to heaven. No one can 

break the seal.  We are safe in Christ."
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36, 40,42,44, 46

Topics that might seem advanced for this age group, but probably not in this 

day and age, are broached on page 36 that Christians should not marry 

unbelievers; pages 40, 42, purity before marriage is taught; page 44, the kids are 

required to interview a married couple; page 46, Psalm 139 is used to teach 

against abortion. 

66

"Placed into the body of Christ" when we 

trust Christ as Savior 

Calvinism - to teach that Christ "forgives all our sins - past, present and future" is 

not a biblical position in Wesleyan Arminian understanding .

66

This quote is found, "When we trust Christ 

as Savior, we are baptized by the Holy Spirit 

and at that very moment 'placed into' the 

body of Christ."  Baptism means "placed 

into."  

Romans 6:4-5 is cited as the explanation. The sacraments of the Lord's Supper, 

communion and water baptism are the context of the quote here. 

118

This quote is found, "When we trust Him as 

Savior, He forgives all our sins - past, present 

and future!"

There are some real problems in teachings about the Holy Spirit Baptism here 

and that sins are forgiven as stated here. It's not true as stated. 

SPARKS: HangGlider       

Flight Plan Leader's Guide

5,17,19 - 21, 34, 51, 

54, 57- 61, 63, 70 -

72 

Trust or Believe are used multiple times

The emphasis is good along with the importance of obedience, a person's choice 

(e.g., PP63, 66, sorrow for sin and the feeling one has for sins that are named 

(pp 19, 31, 57, 71)

21, 72

A couple of times teachers are admonished not to use metaphors that can be 

misunderstood, such as "Jesus in my heard" (pp21,72). This is fine, however all 

word are symbols and just like many other theological figures of speech used in 

the book, they should be and can be explained.

The emphasis on sorrow for sins, guild and confession of sins and to ask Jesus to 

forgive those sins, is weak in this book.  There is little effort made, in my 

opinion, to help the children stop doing those things.  All of this can easily be 

explained and demonstrated.
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SPARKS:                              

Wing Runner

16, 17, 54, 56, 89, 

90, 93

Emphasis on Trust and Believe 

In my opinion there could be more emphasis on confession of sins, sorrow for 

them, also on asking for forgiveness, along with trust, faint and belief.  Teaching 

children to turn from temptation to sin and staying free is important, as well.

100 - 103

Repeated reference to sin by people and nations in the e Bible stories with 

some of the sins committed - disobedience, murmuring, complaining p. 101 

offset by forgiveness and a good attitude pp. 100, 102, 103

SPARKS:                                

Sky Stormer 

Too much should not be said about God being able to do anything, without 

qualification - He can do anything He pleases to do. 

33, 37, 41, 49, 52, 

89, 81, 94

In this book there are not as many references to trust and believe, as over 

against confession of sin, sorrow for sin and asking for forgiveness.

69

Observation is made that God can do 

anything even raise the dead, as Jesus did. 

Children can understand that this needs to be qualified. God (Jesus) can do 

anything He pleases to do. He will not violate the free choice of any person, nor 

will He do anything that is contrary to His Person, Nature or Being as the 

Sovereign Ruler of this universe.

 


