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An art gallery owner told an artist, “I have good news and
bad news.”

The artist asked, “What’s the good news?”
“The good news,” the gallery owner replied, “is that a man

visited the gallery yesterday and asked if the value of your paintings
will increase after you die. When I told him it would, he bought
all your paintings.”

“That’s great,” the artist replied, but what’s the bad news?” 
The gallery owner hung his head. “That man was your doctor.”
The book of Isaiah contains both good news and bad news,

but the prophet delivered bad news first.

FIRST, THE BAD NEWS
Israel was far from God when Isaiah prophesied. Although

they were going through the motions of religion, they were leading
sinful lives. According to Isaiah 1, there was no soundness in
them. They had rebelled against God, and they were perpetrating
injustices. Consequently, their country was desolate and ravaged
by foreigners. Further, their long-reigning king had died. Israel
needed to repent and start doing what was right in God’s sight.

But Isaiah caught sight of the exalted King of the universe,
and when he saw God’s intrinsic holiness, he also saw his own
sinfulness. Although he was a prophet, his lips were unclean.
Isaiah needed to be cleansed before he declared God’s message.

INTRODUCTION
Good News! Bad News!



The Gentile nations also received bad news. God would judge
them. Assyria, Moab, Egypt, and Babylon would feel the heavy
weight of His judgment. Indeed, the theme of judgment domi-
nates the first half of the book of Isaiah (chs. 1–39).

NOW, THE GOOD NEWS
God does not delight in judgment. Even in the midst of Isaiah’s

negative pronouncements, he shared outstanding good news: A
virgin would conceive and bear a son. His name would be
Immanuel, meaning “God with us.” He would bring forgiveness
and restoration, and He would rule the nations. Hope in the com-
ing Redeemer would replace despair with peace and sadness
with joy.

Good news dominates the second half of Isaiah (chs. 40–66).
God offered to comfort His people, and He invited all the ends
of the earth to turn to Him and be saved (Isa. 45:22). Thirsty
souls are urged to come to the waters and quench their thirst free
of charge (55:1). 

But there is even more good news: Someday, the Redeemer
will restore the earth to Edenic conditions. Peace and joy will
fill the hearts of earth’s inhabitants.

On what basis does this good news rest? Isaiah 53 points to
Jesus, the Lamb of God, as making reconciliation with God and
peace and joy possible. “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each
of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the
iniquity of us all” (v. 6).

Expect your joy to overflow as you pursue this study of Isaiah.
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When the Welsh revival swept across Wales, a gentleman
traveled from London to observe the phenomenon. Upon detraining
at a village in Wales, he walked to the little community’s square,
where he approached a policeman. “Sir,” he asked the policeman,
“can you tell where the Welsh revival is taking place?”

Placing a finger on his uniform’s copper buttons, the policeman
answered, “The Welsh revival, Sir, is under these buttons.”

Isaiah called upon Israel to undergo a revival. God was offering
cleansing and forgiveness to all who would turn aside from
rebellion and religious hypocrisy and come to Him. God’s people
can experience a similar revival today.

COMMENTARY
Isaiah ministered from 740 B.C. to approximately 681 B.C. His

messages often relayed a warning of God’s judgment upon His
people because of their sins. Yet he was willing to endure rejection
and persecution in order to be God’s mouthpiece.

Isaiah prophesied during the period of the divided kingdom.
The original nation of Israel had split in two. The southern kingdom,
which was made up of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, was
referred to as Judah. The northern kingdom made up of all the
other ten tribes was referred to as Israel. In the book of Isaiah,
Israel sometimes refers to this northern kingdom, but in other
places it refers to a united kingdom of all God’s chosen people.

GOD’S REMEDY FOR REBELLION 
Isaiah 1:1–9, 18–20

God has a heart for His people. 
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Carefully examining the context of each passage is crucial in
determining which group of people is being referenced.

The northern kingdom had greatly sinned against God. They
had no godly kings, so, consequently, they had turned to wor-
shiping idols and oppressing the helpless. They were also com-
promising their call as God’s people by entering into military
alliances with pagan nations. Finally, in 722 B.C., the northern
kingdom of Israel was carried into captivity by the Assyrians.
Isaiah lived to see the fulfillment of this prophecy.

The southern kingdom was also forsaking the God of their
fathers. They would be taken captive by the Babylonians, who
would finally destroy Jerusalem and the temple in 586 B.C. Isaiah
predicted this event but did not live to see it.

The book of Isaiah is divided into two major sections. The first
section (chs. 1–39) is a collection of prophetic judgments against
Judah, Israel, and the Gentile nations. The second part of the book
(chs. 40–66) is what some have called the “book of comfort.”
Herein are contained the prophecies of the fall of Babylon, the
restoration of Israel as a nation, and the coming of the Messiah,
as well as the promise of God’s everlasting kingdom.

Introducing the Prophet Isaiah (Isa. 1:1)
The book of Isaiah begins with a group of prophecies (chs.

1–5) that reflect the purpose of the whole book. 
In this first verse, Isaiah identified himself and his times. The

name Isaiah means “the Lord is salvation.” It has been suggested
that Isaiah’s father, Amoz, might have been King Uzziah’s uncle.
If so, then Isaiah was of royal descent. 

Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz and Hezekiah, all kings of Judah (1:1). His ministry
spanned approximately sixty years. And through all these years,
he sought to faithfully give each of these kings God’s message. 
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God’s Evaluation of His Children (Isa. 1:2–4)
Some have suggested that chapter 1 is the whole book of Isa-

iah in a nutshell. It begins with God’s evaluation of the sinful
state of His people. 

Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! For the LORD has spoken
(v. 2). In the law of Moses, two witnesses were required to con-
vict someone of a crime (see Deut. 9:15). When God established
His covenant with His people, He called upon the heavens and
earth to testify that the nation of Israel had promised to obey all
the conditions of this covenant (see Deut. 31:28). Once again,
God was calling on heaven and earth as the two witnesses to
what He was about to say.

The Lord declared to them, “I reared children and brought
them up, but they have rebelled against me” (Isa. 1:2). The
word picture here helps us understand the emotion behind this
message. God was like a faithful father who had reared His chil-
dren in the way of holiness and then saw those children turn
away and reject Him completely.

The people were totally ungrateful to God for all He had
done for them. The ox knows his master, the donkey his

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 1:1

Vision—Or, the visions; the word being here collectively used:
the sense is, this is the book of the visions or prophecies. As prophets
were called Seers, 1 Sam. 9:9, so prophecies are called visions,
because they were as clearly and certainly represented to the prophets
minds, as bodily objects are to men’s eyes. Saw—Foresaw and fore-
told. But he speaks, after the manner of the prophets, of things to
come, as if they were either past or present. Judah—Principally, but
not exclusively. For he prophecies also concerning Egypt and Baby-
lon, and divers other countries; yet with respect to Judah. The days—
In the time of their reign. Whence it may be gathered, that Isaiah
exercised his prophetical office above fifty years together. (ENOT)
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owner’s manager, but Israel does not know, my people do
not understand (v. 3). In other words, even the beasts have more
sense than to turn from the one who is able to take care of them. 

The sinful state of God’s people is further described in verse 4.
They are referred to as a sinful nation, a people loaded with
guilt, a brood of evildoers, and those given to corruption.
They are further described as those who have spurned the Holy
One of Israel by turning their backs on him. 

Today, God still looks at those He has created—both believer
and unbeliever alike. He evaluates us all and, therefore, calls for
us to evaluate ourselves. How many different ways have we
turned our backs to the One who is only working out that which
is perfect in our lives? How many times have we relied on
human power and reasoning rather than the perfect knowledge
of God? In doing so, we are no better than those Jews who had
turned their backs on God.

The Results of Rebellion (Isa. 1:5–9)
The beginning of this paragraph poses questions: Why should

you be beaten anymore? Why do you persist in rebellion?
(v. 5). In other words, their sinful state did not make any sense.
They were reaping the results of their willful rejection of God.

That sin’s effect was catastrophic can be seen in the statement:
Your whole head is injured (v. 5). Sin affects the way we think.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 1:3

Know—Me their owner and master. Knowing is here taken
practically, as it is usually in Scripture, and includes reverence
and obedience. (ENOT)
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It affects our philosophy of life. Our minds control what we do;
therefore, when we think wrong, we do wrong. Our bent on
wanting to understand everything can keep us from following
God by faith. Our finite minds cannot comprehend the ways of
an infinite God. His ways can only be understood through faith. 

That sin’s effects could not be contained is seen in the next
statement: Your whole heart afflicted (v. 5). Sin doesn’t infil-
trate just a small section of our hearts; it comes in and takes over.
The heart in Scripture is a metaphor for the deepest part of who
we are. Sin affects the very core of our being. That is why we
cannot adequately deal with our own sin. Only Jesus, who knew
no sin, could be our substitute sacrifice. When we entertain a lit-
tle sin, we eventually find that our whole being is affected.

From the sole of your foot to the top of your head there is
no soundness—only wounds and welts and open sores (v. 6).
If Israel were to be pictured as a body, no part of it could be pro-
nounced healthy. Everywhere one looked, sin had ravaged it.

Your country is desolate, your cities burned with fire;
your fields are being stripped by foreigners right before you
(v. 7). Isaiah predicted the desolation that was to come to the
land God had given them. Assyria would devastate most of the
country in 701 B.C., and then Babylon would finish the job in

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 1:7

In your presence—Which your eyes shall see to torment you,
when there is no power in your hands to deliver you. As—Heb. as
the overthrow of strangers, that is, which strangers bring upon a land
which is not likely to continue in their hands, and therefore they
spare no persons, and spoil and destroy all things, which is not usu-
ally done in wars between persons of the same, or of a neighbouring
nation. (ENOT)
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605 B.C. The same land God had promised to them in covenant
(Gen. 15:18–21) was about to be taken from them as a result of
their sin.

The term Daughter of Zion in Isaiah 1:8 refers to Israel. The
mount upon which Jerusalem was built was called Zion. Israel
is often portrayed as a young woman in Scripture. In verse 8,
the Daughter of Zion is compared to a shelter in a vineyard,
like a hut in a field of melons. The picture here is of the huts or
temporary shelters that were built during times of harvest. The
people would live in these huts in order to watch for thieves and
to keep animals away. After the harvest, the huts were abandoned
and eventually destroyed. This is what was about to happen to
the nation of Israel.

Unless the LORDAlmighty had left us some survivors, we
would have become like Sodom, we would have been like
Gomorrah (v. 9). LORD Almighty refers to God’s sovereignty
over all of heaven and earth. Unless the One who is Lord of
everything would intervene, Israel would be utterly destroyed
like Sodom and Gomorrah. The severity of Israel’s sin is seen in
this comparison of Israel to Sodom and Gomorrah—cities of the
hated and pagan Gentiles.

God had promised the land to Israel as part of His covenant
with them, yet their sin caused it to be torn from them and
destroyed before their eyes. Our sin can cause the very thing that
God wants to give us to be taken from us. Sin blocks God’s hand
of blessing and keeps us from experiencing all God has for us. 

God’s Remedy for Israel’s Sin (Isa. 1:18–20) 
God’s desire was not to destroy the Israelites, but rather for

them to return to Him. He said, “Come now, let us reason
together” (v. 18). The picture here is of the sinner sitting down
and discussing face-to-face his or her situation with the living
God. The Lord does not want mindless obedience, but He wants
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His children to realize how harmful their sin actually is to them
and to their relationship with Him.

God describes sins as scarlet (v. 18)—the color of blood. The
Hebrew word for scarlet comes from a word that means to “double
dip.” The implication is that the stain is impossible to remove. Sin
has caused God’s children to be in a hopeless situation. Simply
depending upon themselves was futile. Instead, God offered a
complete remedy to cleanse them so their sins would be white
as snow (v. 18), completely wiped out.

God is simply reinforcing the fact that His people—then and
now—had (and have) a choice between a blessing or curse. We
are given an option to either choose the way of repentance that
leads to abundant and everlasting life (v. 19) or the way of our
own sinful rebellion that leads to heartache and destruction in
this life and the life to come (v. 20). The choice is ours. Which
will you choose?

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 1:19

If—If you are fully resolved to obey all my commands. Shall
eat—Together with pardon, you shall receive temporal and worldly
blessings. (ENOT)
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DISCUSSION
The prophet Isaiah uncompromisingly preached God’s mes-

sage to Israel. What he told Israel is extremely relevant for us
today. 

1. How many reigns did Isaiah’s ministry span? What is sig-
nificant about such a long prophetic ministry? Explain.

2. In what sense was Israel dumber than an ox and donkey?
How can a nation so blessed by the Lord become so dumb?

3. What words stand out to you in Isaiah 1:4–5 as highly
descriptive of Israel’s sinful condition?

4. What personal and national consequences of rebellion
against God do you find in verse 8?

5. Do you ever feel like you are part of a small remnant of
believers in a nation that has dishonored God? Why or why not?

6. What characteristics of God do you see in verses 18–20?
7. Why do you agree or disagree that no one’s sin lies beyond

God’s willingness and power to forgive?
8. Do you think rebellion against God weakens a nation?

Defend your answer. 

PRAYER
Oh, God, show us our sin. Help us see how it offends You.

Lay out before us the choice of blessing or curse. Make us willing
to admit our sin so Your Son’s blood can wash us white as snow.
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A pastor was asked why his church was successful. “Well,” he
replied, “I preach every Sunday to about two thousand members,
and then those two thousand preach throughout the week where
they live and work.”

The pastor and the church members understood that every
believer is called to serve the Lord. They realized the truth that a
church must evangelize or fossilize, send or end, be a missionary
church or a missing church.

This study motivates us to serve as faithful stewards of the
message we have received from the exalted King of heaven. 

COMMENTARY
A number of traumatic events occurred within Isaiah’s lifetime.

One of these was the death of Uzziah. Uzziah started out as a
good king, he was only sixteen years old when he was crowned
(2 Chron. 26:1), and the exploits of his early years were amazing.
He defeated the Philistines and other surrounding enemies who
had been constant irritations to Israel (see 2 Chron. 26:6–8).
Uzziah was a warrior, builder, gardener, farmer, and administrator
(2 Chron. 26:8–15). Uzziah became powerful and full of the
pride of his accomplishments. The one thing he wasn’t was a
priest. The kings of many surrounding countries, such as Assyria,
were also the high priests of their national religions. Perhaps
Uzziah, because of pride and power, thought he was being left

ARE YOU READY TO SERVE? 
Isaiah 6:1–13

God prepares us for His service.

2



out of this “kingly duty,” so he forced his way to the altar in
opposition to the priests who confronted him there (2 Chron.
26:16–21). He immediately became a leper, and for the rest of
his life was confined to seclusion, while his son, Jotham, took
active control of the kingdom. 

Both Amos and Zechariah mentioned an earthquake during
Uzziah’s reign (Amos 1:1; Zech. 14:5). The historian Josephus
said the earthquake occurred at the exact time when Uzziah
made his way to the altar (Antiquities of the Jews: book IX, chap-
ter X, paragraph 4). Josephus also seems to have viewed the
destruction of the king’s garden by a landslide as an additional
punishment. 

Uzziah’s reign had brought a relative prosperity and peace to
Judah and there was also, perhaps, a spillover to the northern
kingdom. The prophet Amos, who was a contemporary of Isaiah,
described the rich women of Israel as “cows of Bashan” (Amos
4:1), who oppressed the poor while lazing around drinking.
Amos also described how one would know it was Israel that
came to destruction by the items of luxury scattered in the debris
(Amos 3:12). While Israel went through a whole succession of
kings during Uzziah’s fifty-two-year reign in Judah, they had
also had success in disposing of enemies and lived in relative
peace until the Assyrians began to invade. This was about the
time Isaiah’s ministry began. 

Isaiah’s ministry encompassed a time of great war and destruc-
tion, with kingdoms rising and falling in constant succession.
Egypt, Babylon, the Hittites, and the Assyrians were in some
kind of battle constantly. Kings and generals, like in Israel, were
in constant power struggles with coups, coup attempts, and
assassinations. In 722 B.C. the northern kingdom of Israel was
destroyed by the Assyrians, never to rise again. The conquering
king of Assyria (Shalmaneser IV) appears to have been imme-
diately murdered and replaced by a general (Sargon). All through
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Isaiah’s lifetime, Assyria was a dominant force, constantly press-
ing Judah until the Assyrians were finally crushed by the Babylo-
nians. The Assyrians were ruthless and known for their cruelty.
The men of the nation seemed to have been primarily a standing
army, and their primary national “industry” was war. The southern
kingdom of Judah was invaded, but through God’s intervention
was saved (see Isa. 36–37). 

This was the world in which Isaiah was called to minister—a
world where warning was to be preached, but where destruction
would eventually reign. Isaiah’s job was to help Judah through the
times in which they lived, to prepare Judah for a captivity to Baby-
lon that was to come in a little over one hundred years, to preach
the hope of return to the land following seventy years of captivity,
and finally to offer the hope of a Messiah who would not arrive for
over seven hundred years in the future, but who would definitely
come. What a task! What a call! What a message!

When We See the Lord (Isa. 6:1–4)
One of the difficulties a prophet has in describing the Lord

(v. 1) is that he has a limited pool of experience and vocabulary
to call on in order to form the description. Remember that Isaiah
was describing a scene that is totally outside physical experience,
but he had to use physical experience to describe it. Above him
were seraphs, each with six wings (v. 2). This is the only place
in Scripture where this term is used to describe heavenly beings.
In Isaiah 14:29 and other places, a similar term is used to mean
fiery serpents. The root of the Hebrew word seraphmeans “burn”
or “fiery.” The wings are as confusing as the being itself. At least
one set was functional: with two they were flying (v. 2). It has
been suggested that the set on the face was to keep their faces
veiled in the presence of God. The point is that these were amaz-
ing, powerful beings. At the sound of their voices the door-
posts and thresholds shook (v. 4). They were in God’s presence
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to minister to God. Their message was Holy, holy, holy is the
LORD Almighty (v. 3). 

Throughout this passage and the book of Isaiah are glimpses
of God’s mission beyond Israel. Here it is expressed in the
phrase the whole earth is full of his glory (v. 3). God’s holiness
and glory were never meant to be confined to one place or one
people. 

When We See Ourselves (Isa. 6:5–7)
When we see God, then we can really see ourselves. When we

see real innocence, it reflects on us. When we see real beauty, it
reflects on us; perhaps we would rather see ugly. When we see real
holiness, it reflects on us. 

When Isaiah saw God’s holiness and glory, his reflection was
“Woe to me! . . . I am ruined!” (v. 5). In this day and age, it
doesn’t take much holiness to reflect where a lack of holiness
resides. Even a small candle is light in darkness.

The cure for unclean lips (v. 5) is a burning coal from the
altar with which he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin
atoned for” (v. 7). When the Holy Spirit reveals the truth of our-
selves to us, He is always specific. Isaiah had a mouth problem,
and that’s what God’s holiness reflected. When the Holy Spirit
pinpoints a specific area of uncleanness, it can be specifically
cleansed. That’s how the Holy Spirit of God works. Satan, on

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 6:1

I saw—In a vision. The Lord—The Divine Majesty as He 
subsisteth in three persons. His train—His royal and judicial robe;
for He is represented as a judge. (ENOT)
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the other hand, is an accuser: “You’re no good. You can’t live
up to a holy life.” There’s no place to put the live coal. But when
the Holy Spirit convicts, the place for the coal is evident. The
cure for uncleanness is a coal right off the altar. 

When We See Others (Isa. 6:8–10)
Once the holiness issue was taken care of, there was a service

issue. “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” (v. 8).
There is a dramatic picture in John when Jesus’ disciples were
afraid and Jesus appeared to them (John 20:19). He showed them
His hands and side (v. 20) and then gave them the commission,
“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (v. 21). Can you
see that picture? “See, here is what it cost. Now, you get to go
out as I did.” In the next chapter, Peter said, “I think I’ll go fish-
ing.” The command was not enough without Pentecost, and
Jesus indicated that key in John 20:22: “Receive the Holy
Spirit.” When cleansing comes, then the answer to the call is
“Here am I. Send me!” (Isa. 6:8).

Verses 9–13 is written in a poetic form. For Isaiah, his job is
specific: Go and tell this people (v. 9). In verses 9–10, there is
a kind of play on words and a repetition that probably sounds
better in Hebrew than English. But the lesson is clear: This is
not going to be an easy job. 

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 6:5

I am—I am a great sinner, as many other ways, so particularly
by my lips. I am an unclean branch of an unclean tree; besides my
own uncleanness, I have both by my omissions and commissions
involved myself in the guilt of their sins. Have seen—The sight
of this glorious and holy God gives me cause to fear that he is
come to judgment against me. (ENOT)
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Today, in evangelical missions around the world, we are see-
ing a remarkable revival. There are literally thousands coming
into the kingdom every week. Churches are being planted at a
rate that we could never have imagined several years ago. There
is a place in Sierra Leone where missionaries labored for fifty
years to see only two converts. The people were ever hearing,
but never understanding . . . ever seeing, but never perceiving
(v. 9). Surely you could say the heart of this people is calloused
(v. 10). But today, we are seeing a tremendous harvest in that
place, a harvest that could never have taken place without those
who went ahead, laying the groundwork. 

When We See Hope (Isa. 6:11–13)
Is it possible to see hope in its fullness without first seeing

despair? Israel and Judah were going into a period of terrible
devastation. At the time of Isaiah’s vision, things were pretty
good. There were enemies around, but in both Israel and Judah
things were prosperous and peaceful. Major enemies from past
decades were defeated and other bigger enemies were fighting
each other and leaving the little folks alone. Verses 11–13 prob-
ably brought out the “crazy prophet” talk. “Did you hear what

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 6:9

Perceive not—The Hebrew words are imperative; yet they are
not to be taken as a command what the people ought to do, but
only as a prediction what they would do. The sense is, because you
have so long heard my words, and seen my works, to no purpose,
and have hardened your hearts, and will not learn nor reform, I will
punish you in your own kind, your sin shall be your punishment. I
will still continue my word and works to you, but will withdraw
my Spirit, so that you shall be as unable, as now you are unwilling,
to understand. (ENOT)
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he predicted? The cities lie ruined and without habitant . . .
houses are left deserted and the fields ruined and ravaged . . .
the LORD has sent everyone far away and the land is utterly
forsaken (vv. 11–12). Crazy prophet!” This was predicted in a
period of peace and prosperity, yet it happened just as Isaiah said.
First Israel and then Judah. Today, we look back and think surely
they could see this coming. But they couldn’t see any more than
we can see where we will be in two hundred years. 

But after the despair, there was a message of hope. And
though a tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste
(v. 13). But there will be a stump from which shoots will grow,
so the holy seed will be the stump in the land (v. 13). Judah
could not see the despair that was coming, but eventually they
would see it and would then also envision the hope promised by
the prophet.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 6:13

A tenth—A small remnant reserved, that number being put indef-
initely. Return—Out of the Babylonish captivity, into their own land.
Eaten—That remnant shall be devoured a second time, by the kings
of Syria, and afterwards by the Romans. Yet—Yet there shall be
another remnant, not such an one as that which came out of Babylon,
but an holy seed, who shall afterwards look upon him whom they have
pierced, and mourn over him. When—Who when their leaves are cast
in winter, have a substance within themselves, a vital principle, which
preserves life in the root of the tree, and in due time sends it forth into
all the branches. The support—Of the land or people, which, were it
not for the sake of these, should be finally rooted out. (ENOT)
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DISCUSSION
Isaiah received a divine call to be God’s prophet, but every

believer is called too. We are ambassadors of Christ.
1. Why do you agree or disagree that the death of King Uzziah

must have deeply disturbed Isaiah?
2. Has the death of a president or prime minister caused you

emotional distress? If so, how did your faith in the Lord help
you surmount that distress?

3. Why is it so important to remember that the King of Glory
occupies a throne?

4. How does the heavenly scene described in Isaiah 6:1–4
affect your perception of God?

5. Isaiah confessed his sinfulness when he saw the Lord. Why
do you agree or disagree that it is impossible to lead a holy life
without holding a high view of God?

6. Do you believe unclean language is common among believers
today? Why or why not?

7. Read 2 Corinthians 5:20. What calling have Christians
received? What should we do if people refuse to listen to our
message?

8. What hope do you see for our nation?

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we see around us a culture so like Isaiah’s

world—sinful and increasing in sin—in danger of Your grave
judgment. Please cleanse us, then send us to go and tell others
how to find peace with You.
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A birth announcement typically includes the baby’s full name,
birth date and time, weight, and length. Sometimes it includes a
photo of the baby. You can imagine the surprise recipients of one
birth announcement experienced when a typo gave baby Christine’s
weight as 72 pounds instead of 7 pounds, 2 ounces. 

However, Isaiah delivered history’s most unusual birth
announcement. The announcement came more than seven hundred
years before the Baby was born. Furthermore, it declared that
the Baby would be born of a virgin. 

We know, of course, that Jesus was the subject of this unique
birth announcement, but we learn more about this prophesied
Baby in this inspiring study. 

COMMENTARY
Isaiah 7–12 deals with the Assyrian threat to Israel and Judah.

Judah was sandwiched between two superpowers—Assyria to the
north and Egypt to the south. It was a foreign policy nightmare.
Who could the kings of Judah trust? Isaiah encouraged them to
trust God to protect His people from both these superpowers and
every other enemy. However, they chose to buy peace from their
enemies. God promised to judge them.

In spite of the godly heritage he inherited from his father,
Jotham, and grandfather, Uzziah, King Ahaz of Judah (Isa. 7:1)
“did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD his God” 

A FOREVER PROMISE 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6–7; 11:1–10

God promises a Savior.
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(2 Kings 16:2). He worshiped idols and practiced child sacrifice
(16:3–4). Ahaz actively promoted wickedness in his nation 
(2 Chron. 28:19). As a result, the Lord allowed Judah’s neighbors
to attack and take control of large portions of his land.

Pekah of Israel and Rezin of Damascus formed an alliance
and attacked Judah. They killed 120,000 men and carried away
hundreds of thousands of captives. Then they laid siege to
Jerusalem in an attempt to install their own king, but they were
unable to take the city (2 Kings 16:5; 2 Chron. 28:5–8; Isa. 7:6).
This was the background of Isaiah’s prophecy calling Ahaz to
trust in the Lord (Isa. 7:7–9).

In spite of these attacks, Ahaz refused to return to the Lord.
Instead, he appealed to the Assyrians for help. Emptying the
treasuries of the temple and palace, he sent all the money he
could to Tiglath-Pileser III (2 Kings 16:7–8; 2 Chron. 28:21).
The Assyrian king responded by capturing Damascus and killing
Rezin (2 Kings 16:9). Nevertheless, this only brought Judah
under greater Assyrian control.

Isaiah warned Ahaz that his reliance on Tiglath-Pileser was
an insult to God, leading to his ruin (Isa. 7:10—8:22). Life under
the Assyrians would be much worse than serving Pekah and
Rezin (7:4). Instead of repenting, Ahaz formed an altar like one
he found at Damascus and sacrificed to the gods of the Syrians
(2 Chron. 28:22–25).

The Virgin’s Child (Isa. 7:14)
Isaiah’s appeal to Ahaz to trust in the Lord (7:7–9) is the foun-

dation for this prophecy. After assuring the king that Pekah and
Rezin would fail in their plans to conquer Judah, Isaiah told him,
“If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all”
(7:9). Then the Lord invited Ahaz to ask for a confirming sign.
God wanted the rebellious king to trust the promise. However,
Ahaz refused to “put the LORD to the test.” That sounds like a
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devout response, but it was a cover-up for the king’s lack of faith.
He had already made an alliance with Assyria (2 Kings 16:7–9).
He would trust his worst enemy before he would trust God.

Isaiah responded, Therefore (since you refuse to obey and to
believe) the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will
be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him
Immanuel (Isa. 7:14). This prophetic sign was given to Ahaz to
guarantee God’s promise to help Judah through their ordeal. It
had a historical fulfillment. However, the New Testament gives
this promise a messianic fulfillment. The Hebrew word for virgin
means either a virgin or young woman of marriageable age. Isa-
iah’s contemporaries could have understood it to be either. In
reference to the Messiah, it unquestionably refers to the virgin
Mary (Matt. 1:23; Luke 1:27). The gospel writers used the Greek
word that only means “virgin.”

The dual meanings of the Hebrew word were crucial for the
prophecy to serve God’s dual purpose of foretelling both the

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 7:14

Therefore—Because you despise me, and the sign which I now
offer to you, God of His own free grace will send you a more hon-
ourable messenger, and give you a nobler sign. A sign—Of your
deliverance. But how was this birth, which was not to happen ’till
many ages after, a sign of their deliverance from present danger? This
promised birth supposed the preservation of that city, and nation, and
tribe, in and of which the Messiah was to be born; and therefore there
was no cause to fear that ruin which their enemies now threatened.
Immanuel—God with us; God dwelling among us, in our nature, John
1:14. God and man meeting in one person, and being a mediator
between God and men. For the design of these words is not so much
to relate the name by which Christ should commonly be called, as to
describe His nature and office. (ENOT)
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Messiah’s birth in the future and the immediate birth in the
kingly line. A son to Isaiah’s readers would have been an uniden-
tified heir from Ahaz’s house, perhaps his son Hezekiah. In ref-
erence to the Messiah, Jesus fulfilled it. Immanuel (God with us)
was the name given to the child as a declaration of God’s deliv-
erance from the Syrian and Israelite coalition. In reference to the
Messiah, it became a key name signifying Christ’s incarnation.

The Sovereign Child (Isa. 9:6–7)
The king of Assyria who saved Ahaz from his enemies

became God’s tool of judgment (Isa. 7:17–20). When Tiglath-
Pileser attacked, he came from the north through the lands
assigned to the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali. These people saw
“only distress and darkness and fearful gloom” (8:22).

This dark gloom would not last forever. God “will honor
Galilee” and the people will see “a great light” (Isa. 9:1–2).
Everyone will rejoice in God’s great victory (9:4). True peace
and the removal of all weapons will come (9:5).

There is a surprise in this joyful dawn. A child’s birth will usher
in this age of peace, light, and joy. For to us a child is born, to
us a son is given (v. 6). In contrast to the proud Assyrian king,
God would deliver His people through a baby. This is an echo of
the prophecy regarding the Messiah in the previous text (7:14).
These blessings will arrive with the birth of the Son of God.

The government will be on this newborn’s shoulders (v. 6).
This Son will carry the full responsibilities of governing God’s
kingdom. He will be the sovereign King. A helpless infant will
topple the oppressive enemies of God’s people. And he will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace (v. 6). These names for the Son set out
an accurate description of His being and personality. He is Won-
derful, a mighty work of God (Ps. 78:12). He is beyond all
human comprehension and power. He is the Counselor, having
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no need of human advisors because He is divine. He is the
Mighty God, King of heaven (Luke 22:69). He is the Everlasting
Father, always protecting and providing for His children with
tender loving care. He is the Prince of Peace, removing all hos-
tilities and barriers between humans as well as between human-
ity and God.

Of the increase of his government and peace there will be
no end (v. 7). In contrast to earthly kingdoms that grow through
war, the Messiah’s government will increase through peace.
Moreover, His kingdom will keep on growing and never end.

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever (v. 7). The Messiah’s sovereignty
will be a continuation of David’s throne and kingdom because
He is “the Root and the Offspring of David” (Rev. 22:16). Justice

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 9:6

The’ Almighty God is He,
Author of heavenly bliss,
The Father of eternity,

The glorious Prince of Peace!
Wider and wider still

He doth His sway extend,
With peace Divine His people fill,

And joys that never end:
His government shall grow,

From strength to strength proceed,
His righteousness the church o’erflow,

And all the earth o’erspread;
His presence shall increase
The happiness above,

The full, progressive happiness
Of everlasting love. (PW, vol. 9. 382)
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and righteousness will be the foundation and building blocks of
the Messiah’s kingdom, instead of the tyranny and oppression
of human empires. It will not end as the political and military
realms established by humans. The Messiah will “reign . . . from
that time on and forever.”

All of this must be an act of God. Human babies are weak
and helpless. Human adults cannot create eternal kingdoms of
peace, justice, and righteousness. The zeal of the LORD
Almighty will accomplish this (Isa. 9:7). God’s zeal for His
people and His desire to provide for and to protect them will
make this Son appear in history. God will establish His kingdom
with His birth.

The Spirit Empowered Child (Isa. 11:1–5)
Assyria was God’s “ax” for cutting down Judah and the house

of David (Isa. 10:5, 15–19). However, because of the Assyrian
king’s pride, the conquering empire would become like a
denuded forest. “See, the Lord, the LORD Almighty, will lop off
the boughs with great power. The lofty trees will be felled, the
tall ones will be brought low. He will cut down the forest thickets
with an ax” (10:33–34). The Assyrian forest will not return.

On the other hand, a shoot will come up from the stump of
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit (11:1). The glory
days of kings David and Solomon will be forgotten and only the
lowly patriarch Jesse will be remembered. In contrast to the
Assyrian forest, this lone stump will send up a shoot and bear
fruit again. This Branch is the predicted messianic child.

This shoot comes well-equipped. The Spirit of the LORD will
rest on him (11:2). This is the Spirit who is the Lord. The Spirit
will settle down and dwell on the Branch. The Spirit’s presence
in His life and ministry will not be temporary as it was in the
Old Testament prophets and kings. The Spirit will reside on and
work through Him.
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The following three pairs of descriptions are not attributes of
the Spirit. The Lord’s Spirit is the source of these qualities in the
Branch. The shoot from the stump of Jesse will have wisdom and
understanding (v. 2) because the Spirit rests on Him. Wisdom
is the ability to make the right decision at the right time in order
to do the right thing. Understanding is insight and perception into
the human heart.

The Branch will have the Spirit of counsel and of power 
(v. 2). As such, He will put His wisdom into practice by choosing
the right means to make His decisions reality. He will also have
the power to carry out His wise plans.

The Messiah will have the Spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the LORD (v. 2). He will know God, not simply about
God. The fear of the Lord involves recognizing that God is holy
and we all stand accountable to Him. The Branch will delight
in the fear of the LORD (v. 3). He will display this attitude of
responsibility and He will look for it in others.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide
by what he hears with his ears (v. 3). The Lord’s Spirit will
guide the Messiah’s decisions. His supernatural insight will
enable Him to bring righteousness and justice to the needy and
the poor of the earth (v. 4). He will be the champion of the ones
ignored or oppressed by other kings.

The Branch is coming to engage in a very real struggle. He
will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the
breath of his lips he will slay the wicked (v. 4). His spoken
words are powerful and mighty. No one and nothing can prevent
His victory over evil and injustice.

The Peacemaking Child (Isa. 11:6–10)
A little child will establish a kingdom that is completely free

of hostility. Even the natural world will be transformed into a
haven of harmony. The wolf will be the guest of the lamb and
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the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion
and the yearling will dwell together in peace. A little child will
lead them as a shepherd would escort his flock (v. 6).

This reversal of nature will extend to the ancient antagonism
between humans and snakes. The infant will play near the hole
of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the
viper’s nest (v. 8). The weakest humans will be safe as they play
near the homes of poisonous snakes. The little child will rule in
perfect peace. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my
holy mountain (v. 9). The Messiah will remove all aggression
from the world.

His revolutionary peace comes when the earth will be full of
the knowledge of the LORD (v. 9). All humans will know the Lord
completely—as the waters cover the sea. In that day the Root
(who is also the Branch) of Jesse will stand as a banner for the
peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will
be glorious (vv. 9–10). Jesus claimed this two-pronged title at the
close of Revelation (22:16). He is the Root (divine source), as well
as the Branch (the human descendant), of David’s dynasty.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Isaiah 11:10

A root—A branch growing upon the root. Ensign—Shall grow
up into a great tree, shall become an eminent ensign. The people—
Which not only the Jews, but all nations, may discern, and to which
they shall resort. Rest—His resting-place, His temple or church,
the place of His presence and abode. Glorious—Shall be filled with
greater glory than the Jewish tabernacle and temple were; only this
glory shall be spiritual, consisting in the plentiful effusions of the
gifts, and graces, of the Holy Spirit. (ENOT)
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DISCUSSION
Centuries before Jesus the Messiah was born, God delivered

the birth announcement to Israel. It served as a bright promise
in a dark era.

1. What is your assessment of the spiritual condition of our
national leaders? 

2. Why do you agree or disagree that the spiritual condition
of a nation’s leaders affects that nation’s peace and security?

3. Is the message of Isaiah 7:9 appropriate for our nation’s
leaders? Why or why not?

4. Compare the following Scripture passages: Genesis 3:15;
Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:20–25; and Galatians 4:4–5. Why is the
virgin birth of Jesus essential to our salvation?

5. How has Jesus been your Wonderful Counselor?
6. How has Jesus brought peace to your life?
7. Why do you agree or disagree that Isaiah 11:1–10 anticipates

a future period when Jesus will rule the earth?
8. What differences do you see between worldly kingdoms

and Jesus’ kingdom?

PRAYER
God, we want to display in our every thoughts and deeds the fear

of the Lord that Isaiah described. We want to know You personally.
We want to honor You. And so, willingly, we place ourselves under
Your authority.
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