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INTRODUCTION

the book of Acts is the second volume of two books
written to an early christian by the name of theophilus.
the first volume was the gospel of Luke. Although the
author of these books does not actually name himself, 
tradition gives us no other name than Luke, the sometimes
traveling companion of the apostle Paul (see col. 4:14).
there are actually some passages in Acts where Luke
shifted from talking about what Paul did to what “we”
did, indicating that he was present for that part of the
journey as well (for example, Acts 28:16). 

Acts 1:8 gives us a map for the book of Acts as a whole.
the holy spirit would come on the followers of Jesus, and
they would receive power. they would then witness to the
risen Jesus throughout the world, starting in Jerusalem,
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then in the regions of Judea and samaria, then finally to
the ends of the earth. Acts 1–7 took place in Jerusalem.
then the message spread to Judea and samaria in Acts
8–12.

In Acts 13–28, we see the good news reach the ends
of the earth, since in that day Rome was more or less the
end of the civilized world. If Peter was the focus of the
first twelve chapters of Acts, the rest of Acts focuses on
the apostle Paul. these chapters describe his three mis-
sionary journeys. In the first one, he and Barnabas went
to the island of cyprus and spent a little time in the south-
central part of what is now turkey. they came back to
controversy over the fact that they had been preaching
the good news to non-Jews, a controversy that ended with
a green light for Paul’s mission to the Gentiles.

In Paul’s second and third missionary journeys, he not
only preached throughout much of Asia Minor (modern-
day turkey), but he also took the gospel into Greece.
Between his second and third missionary journeys, he
spent some five years preaching in these areas. however,
he returned from his third journey and was arrested in
Jerusalem, where he spent approximately two years
waiting for a trial. In the end, he appealed as a Roman
citizen to the emperor nero, and the book of Acts ends
with Paul’s trip to Rome and his two years there under
house arrest.
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this book presents six weeks of Bible studies that
walk through the last sixteen chapters of Acts, looking
for lessons to learn from the formative days of the early
church. each individual week has five devotionals, look-
ing at a number of verses each day. Our aim is to expe-
rience life transformation by hearing God speak to us
through the words he revealed in Acts 13–28. We want
to hear God speak to us through scripture and then live
faithfully to his Word through the power of the holy
spirit.
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Week 1

THE GENTILE MISSION BEGINS
Acts 13:1—15:35

this is what the Lord has commanded us: “I have made
you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation
to the ends of the earth.” When the Gentiles heard this,
they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and 

all who were appointed for eternal life believed.
—Acts 13:47–48



Day 1

A SENDING CHURCH
Acts 13:1–12

INTRODUCTION

the holy spirit set Paul and Barnabas apart to go on
a mission trip to cyprus. At this point, Paul was still going
by his Jewish name, saul. In these verses, as Paul began
to preach to non-Jews, he began going by his Roman name
or nickname, Paul.

ENGAGE

What vibrant believers the house churches of Antioch
were! this was the place where the prophet Agabus foresaw
a famine, and the church sent Paul and Barnabas with food
down to Jerusalem in Acts 11. this church was a place that
reached out to non-Jews long before other missionaries
were doing it. It was the place where believers in Jesus
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were first called “christians.” It was a church with peo-
ple of different colors from all over the world. It had
people of widely different social statuses. It was a
church of prophecy and teaching, a church in tune with
the holy spirit. It was a sending church, the church that
first launched Paul on his missionary journeys.

EXAMINE

the holy spirit was intimately involved in the mission
of Paul and Barnabas. the holy spirit led the church at
Antioch to send these two in particular to cyprus in the
first place. the holy spirit gave Paul power when he
faced opposition to strike a sorcerer blind in front of the
Roman governor of the island. the Roman governor,
sergius Paulus, was amazed at what he was seeing, per-
haps especially with the authority and power of God that
flowed through Paul. Acts may make Paul’s appearance
before sergius more informal than it was, since Paul was
often questioned by Roman authorities. But on this par-
ticular occasion, sergius himself seems to have become
a believer, the only such instance of a governing official’s
conversion in Acts. 

EXPLORE

We can read stories like these in Acts and wonder if
the church still has such clear direction and power from
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the holy spirit. to be sure, even at that time, the direction
of the holy spirit may not have been clear to everyone.
the hindsight of history helps us look back and know it
was the holy spirit. But notice how they received the
spirit’s direction. they were worshiping the Lord. they
were fasting and praying. Were they specifically seeking
God’s will, or did the spirit meet them while they were
simply worshiping as usual? We can still worship. We can
still fast and pray. And God will lead us to do great things
for him while we are simply being faithful believers.

PRAYER

spirit, we are your willing servants. set us apart to do
your will today just as you set Paul and Barnabas apart
so long ago.

The church exists by mission, just 
as fire exists by burning.

—eMIL BRUnneR
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Day 2

GOOD NEWS OF THE KING!
Acts 13:13–39

INTRODUCTION

After cyprus, Paul and Barnabas headed north to the
south-central region of Asia Minor, modern-day turkey.
Meanwhile, one of their traveling companions, Mark,
went back home. In Asia Minor, Paul and Barnabas visited
a Roman city called Antioch, in the region of Pisidia,
where Paul was asked to speak. 

ENGAGE

Paul told the people of Antioch the good news or
“gospel” that God had enthroned Jesus as king of the
universe: “You are my son; today I have become your
father” (Acts 13:32–33). When God raised Jesus from
the dead, Jesus ascended to heaven and sat at the right
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hand of God’s throne. this descendent of king David
took the throne of Israel once more. Part of this message
was the hope of salvation (13:26). those listening could
escape the coming judgment of God. trusting in Jesus
brought forgiveness from God (13:38) and a “not guilty”
verdict in God’s court—something the law of Moses
could not provide (13:39). this was a deeply controversial
message for a Jew to hear at the time.

EXAMINE 

In these verses, we get a small glimpse into what syn-
agogue worship was like in the first century. For example,
this passage implies that Jewish worship involved a
reading from the Law (the first five books of the Old
testament) and the Prophets (which included Joshua
through kings and what we think of as the prophetic
writings today). then there was a word of exhortation
or a short sermon, meant to encourage the audience in
how to live. the new testament book of hebrews styles
itself as such a word of exhortation (heb. 13:22). On this
particular occasion in Acts, Paul was asked to give the
sermon for the day. Perhaps because he had been a
Pharisee, a rabbi of sorts.
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EXPLORE

We catch a glimpse in these verses of the teaching for
which Paul is so well-known—justification by faith. It
is the idea that we can only get right with God by trust-
ing in what he has done through Jesus on the cross. no one
is good enough on his or her own to be worthy of God.
Rather, God has given a great gift to us through Jesus. the
emphasis is more about the centrality of Jesus than it is
on the impossibility of us earning God’s favor. God cer-
tainly wants us to live good lives and do good deeds. But
far more important than such things is the love he has
shown us by sending his son for us.

PRAYER

Jesus, thank you for your faithfulness to the Father
and the model of faith that you expect us to live in this
world as well.

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. And the life that I now live in
my body, I live by faith, indeed, by the faithfulness of
God’s Son, who loved me and gave himself for me.

—GALAtIAns 2:20 ceB
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Day 3

FICKLE FANS
Acts 14:1–20

INTRODUCTION

Paul and Barnabas were kicked out of Antioch in
Pisidia, even though a number of Gentiles believed. It is
a pattern we see repeated in this part of Acts. It happened
again in the passage for today in the next two towns they
visited: Iconium and Lystra.

ENGAGE

the speed with which the crowds at Lystra changed
their view of Paul is astounding. First Paul healed a lame
man who had never taken a step. the crowds immediately
thought Paul and Barnabas were gods and wanted to
offer sacrifices to them. Paul and Barnabas, whom Acts
calls “apostles” at this point, were deeply troubled and
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could barely stop them. Yet it was not long before the
crowds turned on Paul and stoned him within an inch of
death. In fact, the followers of Jesus at Lystra actually
thought Paul was dead. But when they reached him, he
was able to get up and return to a safe place.

EXAMINE 

God no doubt helped Paul figure out the best way to
preach the good news in cities he had never visited before.
Over time, he seems to have developed a two-pronged
attack. he began by attending the Jewish synagogue. As
at Antioch, he must often have had the opportunity to
share a short sermon with the Jews of the city who
attended there. he no doubt shared the fact that Jesus was
the king for whom Israel was waiting. Later in his min-
istry, he would set up shop in the marketplaces of various
cities and make tents and other leather goods for people.
he likely also used this business as an opportunity to
share the good news with non-Jews.

EXPLORE

If we look to the crowds for our self-worth, we are
bound to end up on an emotional roller coaster. some-
times we are popular and can mistake the applause of
others for the affirmation that really counts—the praise
of God, whose standards are often quite different from
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those around us. We can think we are sufficient in our-
selves and that we deserve the credit. But there are times
when the crowds mock us and put us down because we
are not following their ideas or their plans, even though
we are doing what God wants us to do. Although we can
hardly do it in our own power, the secret is to depend
always on God for our self-worth.

PRAYER

Father, keep our eyes on what you think of us, not on
the praise or contempt of those around us.

“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,”
he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your

teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this
man’s blood.” Peter and the other apostles replied:
“We must obey God rather than human beings!”

—Acts 5:28–29
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