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According to a 2009 PEW research poll of nearly three thousand
people, about two-thirds of the people sixty-five years and older
said religion is very important to them. Just over half of those age
thirty to forty-nine agreed with the older generation, and only 44
percent of people age eighteen to twenty-nine said religion is very
important to them. Apparently, the gap between each generation
is not restricted to the younger’s uncanny ability to catch on
quickly to every advance in technology. Nevertheless, God’s
patience and mercy span all generations.

FROM JOSHUA TO THE TIMES OF THE JUDGES
When God appointed Joshua to succeed Moses as Israel’s

leader, He told him to be strong and courageous and to obey His
Word. He promised to be with Joshua and deliver the Promised
Land into his hand. Joshua lived up to the charge he received
from God, and God faithfully granted Joshua the Promised Land.
The book of Joshua reports an occasional defeat, but for the most
part it spotlights Israel’s victories under Joshua’s leadership. As
you study the book of Joshua, you will be impressed with
Joshua’s courage and faith and with God’s faithfulness to the
generation that followed Joshua into the Promised Land. You
will also find yourself saying “Amen” often as you read Joshua’s
farewell address to the nation and his personal testimony: “As
for me and my household, we will serve the LORD” (Josh. 24:15).

INTRODUCTION
God’s Faithfulness to All Generations



And you will applaud his boldness at commanding the Israelites
to “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield
your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel” (v. 23).
Yes, that first generation to live in Canaan had held on to foreign

gods. Yet God remained faithful to His people—and ever patient
with them!

THE TIMES OF THE JUDGES
The next generation precipitated a downward spiral away

from the Lord. The times of the judges include, but are not lim-
ited to, the books of Judges and Ruth. During this period, each
generation did what was right in its own eyes (Judg. 17:6; 21:25),
which means it did what was wrong in the Lord’s eyes. 
You will observe an oft-repeated cycle as you study Judges.

The Israelites’ sin brought divine judgment in the form of an
oppressor; the people repented and cried out for deliverance;
God appointed a judge to deliver His people; and peace ensued
until the people fell into sin again. It is a sorry history, but God’s
faithfulness throughout that period shines like a diamond against
a black background.
The brief book of Ruth further highlights God’s faithfulness

and shows how Ruth, a Gentile woman, came to believe in the God
of Israel. And even more amazing, she became an ancestress to
the Messiah. 
The writer of Psalm 89 pledged to sing of the Lord’s great love

forever and to make His faithfulness known to all generations
(v. 1). Let your study inspire you to follow the psalmist’s example.
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God called and equipped Moses, a man of great faith, to lead
His people from Egypt to the Promised Land. After Moses died,
a new leader was needed. So God appointed Joshua, who had been
Moses’ assistant. Joshua, too, was a man of faith who would heed
God’s Word.
This study shows us that God appoints godly leaders to guide

His people at specific times and for specific purposes. We should
thank God for past leaders and cooperate with those He has
appointed to lead us now.

COMMENTARY
The book of Joshua divides into three main sections: (1) the

entrance into (chs. 1–5) and conquest of (chs. 6–12) the land; 
(2) the apportioning and division of the land (chs. 13–21), and
(3) three different events once the people were in the land (chs.
22–24).
The first chapter of Joshua recounts Joshua’s commissioning

as leader and establishes the theological paradigm through which
the entrance into and conquest of the land are to be understood. 
Joshua was first introduced in the Pentateuch. There he was

shown to be a military leader in the battle against the Amalekites
(Ex. 17:8–14). He was Moses’ assistant (that is, leader-in-training;
Num. 11:28), present with Moses on Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:12–13;
32:17) and when Moses went into the Tent of Meeting (Ex. 33:11).

GOD CHOOSES A LEADER 
Joshua 1:1–17

God chooses to do a great work through a surrendered leader.
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He was one of the twelve spies sent into the land in Numbers 13–14
(compare Num. 26:65; 32:12). 
Near the end of the Pentateuch, Joshua was appointed as

Moses’ successor (Num. 27:15–23; 34:17; Deut. 1:38; 3:18–22,
28; 31:1–23; 34:9). Given those previous passages in the Pen-
tateuch, Joshua 1 must be seen as a reaffirmation of Joshua’s
leadership to which he had already been both divinely designated
and publicly commissioned, prior to Moses’ death. 
The repeated mention of Moses in chapter 1 (eleven times)

drew a correlation between the two leaders and their tasks so that
Joshua’s leadership was seen in a comparable light to that of
Moses’ leadership. The Lord assured Joshua of His presence in
the same way He was with Moses (v. 5; compare v. 17). That prom-
ise echoed the Lord’s declaration to Moses at his calling in Exodus
3:12: “I will be with you.” Also, the people reassured Joshua of
their obedience based on that given to Moses in verse 17.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Joshua 1:1

The servant of the Lord—This title is given to Moses here and
ver. 2 as also Deuteronomy 34:5, and is repeated not without cause,
to reflect honour upon him, to give authority to his laws and writings,
in publishing whereof he acted as God’s servant, in His name: and
that the Israelites might not think of Moses above what was meet,
remembering that he was not the Lord himself, but only the Lord’s
servant; and therefore not to be too pertinaciously followed in all his
institutions, when the Lord himself should come and abolish part of
the Mosaical dispensation; it being but reasonable that he who was
only a servant in God’s house, should give place to Him who was
the Son, and heir, and Lord of it. (ENOT)
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First Speech: The Lord’s Commissioning of Joshua (Josh. 1:1–9)
The Lord’s speech to Joshua was an installation speech, the

key component of which is the commissioning of the person to
the task the new leadership position entails. The literary form of
this type of speech is composed of four common elements.

A Statement of the Task. For Joshua, the task was to lead the
people across the Jordan River into the land, to take possession
of the land, and to allot it to them as an inheritance (get ready
to cross the Jordan River into the land [v. 2]; you will lead
these people to inherit the land [v. 6]).

An Exhortation of Encouragement. Such exhortations are
expressed positively as “be strong, be courageous” or conversely
through “do not be afraid.” Here that command was repeated
three times. Be strong and courageous. . . . Be strong and very
courageous. . . . Be strong and courageous (vv. 6–7, 9).Do not
be terrified; do not be discouraged (v. 9), shows its centrality
in the message. The exhortation was also repeated in the fourth
speech in verse 18 as the people exhorted Joshua, “Only be strong
and courageous!”
In this speech, the exhortation is tied specifically to all the other

elements. In verse 6, it is linked with the statement of the task of
leading the people to inherit the land, and in verse 7, it transitions
into the command to be obedient to the law (compare also Josh.
23:6). Thus Joshua was to display resoluteness with respect to both

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Joshua 1:2

Now therefore arise—Let not the withering of the most useful
hands be the weakening of ours. When God has work to do, He will
either find or make instruments fit to carry it on. Moses the servant
is dead; but God the master is not: He lives forever. (ENOT)
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his military leadership of the people and his personal devotion to
doing God’s will, out of which his spiritual leadership would arise.
In Joshua 1:9, the exhortation is linked to the promise of the

divine presence in such a way that the latter provides the basis
as to why Joshua could be strong. In other words, Joshua could
be courageous because he had the assurance that God was with
him, enabling and empowering him. Thus the exhortation must
be understood as a call to exercise faith and trust in God’s prom-
ise rather than being merely a summoning up of one’s own inner
fortitude, courage, and valor. 

An Affirmation of Assurance of the Divine Presence and Help.
Such occurs in two ways in this type of speech. The first was
through the specific phraseing of “the LORD being with” the per-
son. Twice in this speech the Lord reassured Joshua, “I will be
with you” (v. 5; see also v. 9). In verse 5, it is further reinforced
through “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” This assur-
ance was also expressed in the fourth speech by the people to
Joshua in verse 17 (“Only may the LORD your God be with you”)
as they too acknowledged that a key quality needed by the leader
was the divine presence. 
That promise of the divine presence did not simply mean the

person would in some nebulous way sense God’s surrounding
presence. Rather, it was a powerful promise of the Lord’s abiding
with the person specifically to strengthen him or her for the task
to which the Lord had called the person. (See Jesus’ similar
promise in Matt. 28:19–20 to us, His followers, as we are com-
missioned to carry out the task of making disciples throughout
the world.) 
The second affirmation came in declarations that the Lord

would fight for them or give them victory. Such assurances of
victory are expressed in verses 2–3 (the land I am about to give
to them. . . . I will give you every place where you set your
foot) and verse 5 (No one will be able to stand up against you).
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An Exhortation to Keep the Law. This becomes a condition
for the successful fulfilling of the task. In verses 7–8, the Lord
commanded Joshua to be fully observant of the law. The specific
designation of the Book of the Law (v. 8) probably referred to
the portions of the book of Deuteronomy written by Moses as
mentioned in Deuteronomy 31:9, 24–26.
This command was emphasized through five repeated

phrases, with the similar phrases be careful to obey all the law
(Josh 1:7) and be careful to do everything written in it (v. 8)
beginning and concluding the section. The first two phrases in
verse 7 (Be careful to obey all the law and do not turn from it
to the right or to the left) are synonymous and stress complete
obedience, without deviating from the law in any way. The first
two phrases in verse 8 (Do not let this Book of the Law depart
from your mouth and meditate on it day and night) are prob-
ably to be understood in a more contrastive manner. They stress
the dual aspect of publicly speaking forth the law to the people
and personally taking it in. 

The reason for being observant of the law was so that Joshua
would have success (that you may be successful wherever you
go [v. 7]; then you will be prosperous and successful [v. 8]).

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Joshua 1:8

Out of thy mouth—That is, thou shalt constantly read it, and
upon occasion on discourse of it, and the sentence which shall come
out of thy mouth, shall in all things be given according to this rule.
Day and night—That is, diligently study, and upon all occasions
consider what is God’s will and thy duty. The greatness of thy place
and employments shall not hinder thee from this work, because this
is the only rule of all thy private actions, and public administrations.
(ENOT)
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The promise of prosperity and success in the context of this type
of commissioning speech was not to be understood as a generic,
blanket statement that the person would receive manifold mate-
rial blessings and wealth in the various vicissitudes of life, but
was rather tied to the particular task to which God was calling
the person. Thus it was a specific promise assuring the success
of the specific venture, which in this case was the conquest of
the land.
The repeated emphasis on obeying God’s law stressed both

the spiritual quality necessary for effective leadership (obedience
to God) and the source of that spiritual direction (the law of God).
Thus, the key to Joshua’s carrying out his leadership role and the
successful completion of the commissioned task was not his lead-
ership abilities or his military strategies, but rather his unswerving
spiritual commitment to obeying the commands of God.
Although delineating the specific task that was to be under-

taken, the key persuasive purpose of this type of speech was to
give the one commissioned the sense of assurance that the task,
regardless of how difficult it was, could nevertheless be carried
out because of the divine presence that was there to enable the
successful completion. So here, the Lord was trying to encourage
Joshua as he assumed the leadership position passed down from
Moses, which carried with it the daunting task and responsibility
of leading the people to take possession of the land. 

Second Speech: Joshua’s Commands to the People (Josh. 1:10–11)
In the second (vv. 10–11) and third (vv. 12–15) speeches,

Joshua transmitted the divine orders to the appropriate people.
In verses 10–11, he gave orders to the officers of the people (the
tribal leaders who performed military as well as civil and judicial
duties). In verse 2, God had told Joshua to “get ready to cross the
Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the
Israelites.” Verses 10–11 suggest the immediate implementation
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of that divine command, as Joshua communicated almost ver-
batim the divine command and promise to the people: Get your
supplies ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jor-
dan here to go in and take possession of the land the LORD
your God is giving you (v. 11).
The time reference of three days from now did not mean

“after three days,” but rather “the day after tomorrow.” The
Hebrew idiom included both the current day and the day of the
event. The immediacy of Joshua’s implementing the divine com-
mand was evident, with only enough delay to allow time for the
necessary preparations.

Third Speech: Joshua’s Commands to the Tribes (Josh. 1:12–15)
In verses 12–15, Joshua reminded the two and a half tribes

of the command given to them by Moses (Num. 32:2–32; Deut.
3:18–20). The Lord had given the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh permission to settle and occupy the Tran-
sjordan territory captured by the Israelites, with the proviso that
they accompany the other tribes across the Jordan to fight with
them in taking possession of their land. The conquest of the
Promised Land was to be a united effort by all the tribes taking
possession of all the territory.
In Joshua 1:14, for the first time in the chapter, the command

indicates the military nature of the venture: all your fighting
men, fully armed (or, in battle array) must cross over. Also,
the language of verse 15—taken possession—connotes that
such was done by force; it involved the dispossessing of those
currently occupying the land. Although they must fight to take
the land, the ultimate goal was God giving rest (vv. 13, 15). Rest
in this context meant the cessation of fighting due to the subju-
gation of the enemies (compare Deut. 12:10; 25:19; Josh. 21:44;
23:1).
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Fourth Speech: Pledge of Obedience by the People (Josh. 1:16–17)
The main point of the fourth speech was the tribes’ pledge of

full obedience to Joshua and by implication to God’s commands.
Although the people pledged complete obedience, one cannot
help but read their declaration with a sense of irony. They pledged
obedience to Joshua in the same way they were obedient to Moses
(Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you [v. 17]).
But the Pentateuch repeatedly characterizes the people as not
being obedient to Moses! Also, this pledge of loyalty must be
read in light of the Lord’s and Moses’ expectation that this new
generation would not be faithful once they were in the land (Deut.
31:14–18, 24–29). Thus the rebellious, stubborn, and obnoxious
qualities of the people in relationship to leadership raised the
question as to whether the people would completely obey all that
Joshua commanded them or be “faithful” to Joshua’s commands
similar to the way they were “faithful” to those of Moses.

WORDS FROM WESLEY

Joshua 1:16

And they answered—Not the two tribes and an half only, but the
officers of all the people, in their name, concurring with the divine
appointment, by which Joshua was set over them. Thus must we
swear allegiance to our Lord Jesus, as the captain of our salvation.
(ENOT)
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DISCUSSION
When a company needs a new CEO, it may hire someone

from outside the company or it may promote from within, as
Moses did.
1. Read Exodus 17:13; 24:13; Numbers 14:30, 38; and

Deuteronomy 34:9. What do these verses reveal about Joshua’s
character and credentials?
2. Based on Joshua 1:2–9, what would you say Joshua’s job

description included?
3. Compare Joshua 1:5 and Hebrews 13:5. How does assur-

ance of the Lord’s presence enable you to accept challenges?
4. Why do you think your spiritual leaders need to be strong

and courageous?
5. How has the practice of obeying and meditating on God’s

Word helped you lead a successful life?
6. Read Numbers 32:25–32 and Deuteronomy 3:12–20. What

were the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh
obligated to do before occupying their own land?
7. Why is unity so important to the success of a church?
8. Specifically, what help will you give your Christian brothers

and sisters in the ongoing battle against the Devil and his forces?

PRAYER
Father, thank You for Your promise to be with us when we

faithfully answer Your call. Thank You for those who support
us. Help us to obey all You command, completely, and to step
forward fearlessly, marching toward success.
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