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W esley Bible Lesson Commentary Volume 7 is a
powerful resource designed to support anyone

who desires to be a thoughtful student of god’s
Word—the kind of holy practitioner in god’s kingdom
who “correctly handles the word of truth” (2 Tim.
2:15). To that end, we’ve designed this lesson
commentary with particular features to make it as
broadly accessible and applicable as possible.

UNDATED
One key feature is that there are no date references

throughout the commentary and lessons. While the
contents of each lesson correlate with and support the
dated studies in the Wesley Adult Curriculum, the
contents within this commentary itself are identified
by units (instead of seasonal quarters) and lesson or
week numbers (without specific dates). This allows
other audiences to use the studies in Wesley Bible
Lesson Commentary Volume 7 in subsequent years
without the confusion of the curriculum’s dates and
seasons.

SMALL GROUP GUIDE CHANGE
Due to copyright permissions issues, we have

removed the printed biblical text for each lesson,
which in previous volumes had been located in the
“Small group guide” sections. We have provided
the reference for the given text so that readers can
still look up the passage in their own Bibles for
study. And we have in turn provided room to write
and explore answers to the questions.

COMMENTARY SERIES
The entire “Wesley Bible lesson Commentary

Series” is located at the back of this book, identifying
all the Bible studies that will be available in this
seven-volume series. you can choose the study that
corresponds to your curriculum, or whatever Bible
book or topic best suits your small group Bible
study needs.

EASY REFERENCE TO ADULT
CURRICULUM SCHEDULE

The “Wesley Adult Bible Studies Scope and
Sequence” is located in the back of the book. It
connects each unit and lesson in this book to the dated
adult curriculum lessons. It is a quick reference for
any Wesley Adult Curriculum student who might
otherwise find the undated unit and lesson numbering
confusing.

CONVENIENTLY DESIGNED APPEARANCE
The lesson layout is familiar territory especially

for Wesley Adult Curriculum users, but it also 
is conveniently designed for new users of the 
commentary. Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary
users have readily embraced our updates and even
are joining us in making this powerful resource
available to those who desire to know god more
deeply, beyond the parameters of how curriculum
users have traditionally used it in the past. We are
seeing the fruits of our labors borne out; god’s
Word does not return void.

god’s richest blessings to you in your ministry,

Craig Bubeck
Director of Product Development

PS: I’d love to hear how your studies have been going.
Send me a note at editor@wesleyan.org.

4

ACCESSIBLE AND APPLICABLE
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Whether you’re a teacher, small group leader, or student
of the Bible, Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary

Volume 7 will help you get more from your study time.

More for Teachers
• More confidence for teaching from in-depth

Bible commentary.
• More creativity in your teaching from

Interactive learning Ideas.
• More variety in your lesson plans from helpful

sidebars, maps, and charts.
• More discussion by students from small group

guides and “What Do you Think?” sidebars.
• More activity in your class from tear-out

activities, puzzles, and games.

More for Students
• More knowledge from in-depth commentary

on each Bible lesson.
• More insight from Interactive learning Ideas

you can explore.
• More clarity from impactful sidebar statements.
• More support for your Bible study from

guided readings and background Scriptures.
• More discovery through puzzles, games, and

activities that reinforce learning.

HERE’S WHAT YOU GET
Unit Preview

This helpful summary of
the unit highlights the key
ideas you will discover. Use
it to prepare for your study
of the lessons.

A map, chart, or other
graphic for each unit
brings focus to
important facts and
information.

Tip: Tear out the
graphics to use as
handouts for your
class!

Bible Commentary
The heart of each lesson’s

entry is a brief commentary on
the study text. This insightful
writing provides the 
background information 
that will bring each
Scripture passage to life!

read this article first
in your lesson preparation.

Sidebars
Informative sidebars are

loaded with interesting facts
and discussion starters!

Use these nuggets of
information to enliven
your teaching and start
class discussion.

Maps, Charts, Graphics
Helpful maps, charts, and

other graphics bring clarity to
teaching points.

Use the larger items as
handouts for your class!

Interactive Learning Ideas
each lesson includes 

four interactive, activity-based
options for exploring the 
content of the lesson. These
optional activities can be
used as alternative lesson
plans, in-class activities, 
or exercises for students 
to pursue on their own.

The four types of
activities are—

HOW TO USE THIS BOOIK
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• Class Try this group activity with your
Sunday school or small group.

• Individual Do this activity at home on your
own.

• Outside engage your group in an activity
outside the church or home.

• Family learn together with children 
or grandchildren, using these
interactive ideas geared for kids.

Small Group Guide
Use this handy tear-out

sheet to start a Bible study
group at work or in your
home, or use the thought-
provoking questions to
boost the discussion in
your existing class.

Tip: you can use this page as an alternative
method of teaching your class!

Reproducible Activity
Pages

Puzzles, maps, charts,
fun! each lesson has one
activity you can do by 
yourself or with your group.
(Permission is granted to
reproduce these pages for
use in your local church.)

Here are some tips for making the most of this
valuable Bible study resource.

Through the Week
If you’re a teacher, group leader, or simply enjoy

reading the Bible, here’s how to make the most of
this resource:

• Follow the daily Bible readings throughout
the week to get you primed for the study.

• Read the study passage (always listed as
Saturday’s reading).

• Dig in, using the Bible commentary and side-
bars.

• Choose an Interactive learning Idea for
yourself or your family.

• Enjoy the reproducible activity page that
accompanies each lesson.

Preparing for Sunday
If you’re a Bible study leader or Sunday school

teacher, this resource will double the effectiveness
of your preparation time. 

• Prepare for teaching, using the Bible 
commentary.

• Consider an Interactive learning Idea for
your class or group.

• Pepper your teaching with questions and
Aha! moments from the sidebars.

• Direct discussion, using the small group
guide.

• Distribute the reproducible activity page
(permission granted for use in your local
church).

• Challenge your group to use Wesley Bible
Lesson Commentary Volume 7 for their own
study and spiritual growth.

Have a Great Idea?
We’d love to hear your ideas for making this

resource even better! e-mail your comments to 
editor@wesleyan.org.

TIPS FOR USING THIS RESOURCE

37578 WBlC Vol 7_layout 1  4/16/14  2:30 Pm  Page 6



UNIT 1

THE BEGINNINGS OF LIFE, DEATH, AND SALVATION
Studies in Genesis

Page
lesson 1 Creation Praises god’s goodness genesis 1:1–4, 26–31; 2:7–9, 16–17 10
lesson 2 keeping Our Vision Sharp genesis 3:1, 6–7, 15–17, 20–24 17
lesson 3 you Can’t keep god from loving you genesis 6:9–11; 7:24—8:5; 9:8–11, 16 24
lesson 4 god Takes the Initiative genesis 12:1–7; 15:1–6 31
lesson 5 god Sees me genesis 16:1–15 38
lesson 6 god’s Protection Is Still Available genesis 13:8–13; 18:20–25; 19:15–17, 29 45
lesson 7 god Provides Our Future genesis 22:1–18 52
lesson 8 Seek god’s Best genesis 25:29–34; 27:6–10, 30–31, 34–35 59
lesson 9 resolving Painful relationships genesis 31:1–3, 26–29, 41–42, 51–55 66
lesson 10 Victory through Struggle genesis 32:9–12, 22–31 73
lesson 11 Tracing god’s Hand, Trusting god’s Heart genesis 37:2–11; 45:4–9 80
lesson 12 How to Be Successful genesis 39:2–6, 11–12, 20–23 87
lesson 13 god’s Plans for Us genesis 50:15–26 94
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Do you enjoy reading a book that keeps you turning
the pages? Perhaps an intriguing suspense novel

grabs your interest and won’t let go. maybe it’s a
fascinating historical novel or a revealing biography
that glues your eyes to every page you turn. Or does
a nature study exert a magnetic pull on your attention?
Whether suspense, history, biography, or nature fits
your style, you will find it in this study of genesis.
Indeed, you will find all of these subjects and more
in this study.

A Perfect Creation
everything began with god. He simply spoke, and

the heavens and the earth came into existence. Space,
matter, and time exist by His creative power. Without
His design and command, there would be nothing.
Think about that the next time you look at a sunrise or
see a hawk soar or a fish leap or a dog run or a flower
bloom or a  fruit tree blossom. And think about this:
god created everything for humans’ comfort and
enjoyment before He created the first man and woman
and placed them in the garden of eden—a paradise.

A Marred Creation
Unfortunately, our first parents succumbed to

temptation and fell into sin. As a result, they lost their
fellowship with god and incurred a death penalty,
eviction from eden, and a future filled with pain and

suffering. god placed a curse on all creation, and
only His grace and mercy stood in stark contrast to
the darkness of sin.

An All-Encompassing Flood
As the human race expanded, so did evil. Sinning

became so rampant that god destroyed the earth with
a flood. Only Noah, who found grace in the eyes of
the lord, and his family survived. god had instructed
Noah to build an ark according to His specifications.
Noah obeyed, although it had never rained on the
earth, and as he built he preached to his ungodly
contemporaries. Finally, Noah, his wife, and their
children entered the ark, and god shut them in. And
then the flood came and destroyed everyone and
everything outside the ark.

However, the human race that emerged after the
flood defied god at Babel. god responded to this
insolence by choosing one man, Abram, through
whom He would build a chosen people and bless
the entire world.

One Man’s Family
Abram was not perfect. Nor were his descendants.

But Abram answered god’s call and faithfully
served Him with few exceptions. By faith he
believed god would give him a son—although the
prospect was humanly impossible—and he saw god
keep His promise. 

genesis continues telling its story through the lives
of Isaac, jacob, and joseph. each of these prominent
descendants of Abram (Abraham) experienced god’s
faithfulness in spite of their flaws. 

The genesis story ends with a heartwarming
story of family reconciliation and forgiveness. 

expect to see your story and god’s goodness in
genesis. let each lesson also warm your heart to
god’s love and faithfulness. And may your eyes see
Him displaying His wisdom and power in your life.
Study diligently, prayerfully, and devotionally.

A REAL PAGE-TURNER
Unit 1 Preview

8
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THE TRIAL OF THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM
by Gustave Dore

Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”
“yes, my son?” Abraham replied.

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”
Abraham answered, “god himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”

And the two of them went on together.
(gen. 22:7–8; The Trial of the Faith of Abraham by gustave Dore)
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Unit 1
l1 CREATION PRAISES GOD’S GOODNESS

Genesis 1:1–4, 26–31; 2:7–9, 16–17

God’s creation reflects His nature and character.
leSSON 1

KEY VERSE
god saw all that he had
made, and it was very good.
And there was evening, and
there was morning—the
sixth day.

—genesis 1:31

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES
genesis 11:7

Another use of the plural
of majesty

Psalm 51:10
David’s request for god
to create a new heart
within him

Psalm 102:25
The psalmist 
acknowledged that god
is the creator of heaven
and earth.

Isaiah 40:21
Isaiah said god laid the
foundations of the earth.

Isaiah 65:17
Isaiah said there will be
new heavens and a new
earth.

james 3:9
james affirmed that
people are made in
god’s likeness.

revelation 22:1–5
god will make all
things new.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
monday: Psalm 104:1–5
Tuesday: Psalm 104:12–18
Wednesday: Psalm

104:19–24
Thursday: Psalm 104:27–31
Friday: genesis 1:1–4,

26–31
Saturday: genesis 2:7–9,

16–17
Sunday: Psalm 86

WHY THIS MATTERS
Step outside on a clear night, gaze into the heavens, marvel at the number

of twinkling stars, and ponder the greatness and wisdom of god, the Creator.
Consider the complexity of the human body or the migratory patterns of birds
or the beautiful composition of a rose, and be amazed at the Creator’s infinite
intelligence. Pluck a ripe tomato or an ear of corn or pick a peach and consider
the Creator’s love and goodness in providing such items and more for food. 

This lesson reveals our Creator’s character, power, wisdom, and goodness,
and fills our souls with awe and gratitude.

BIBLE COMMENTARY
Where did life come from? What is our purpose? What kind of world is

this? What kind of maker made it? Is there more reason for despair or for hope?
These are universal questions, and genesis 1–2 gives us food for thought and
action as we seek the meaning of life’s origins, purposes, and destiny.

Ancient humans had these fundamental questions as well. All cultures have
stories about how the world came into being and what its future may be. There
are numerous accounts in the various cultural traditions that speak of wars and
sex among the gods, of capricious tricks and deceit by the heavenly beings, and
general heavenly chaos as how the world and humans came to be.

genesis 1–3 and other Old Testament passages present a very different picture
of our origins and purposes and, more particularly, of the single Creator of the
world. There is a message in this passage that gives meaning and hope to human
hearts. There is an author of life, and the author can be known by virtue of His
works, as well as His personal revelation in history.

In the Beginning God Created the Heavens and the Earth (Gen. 1:1–4)
elohim, the early plural and generic name for god shared with other

mesopotamian cultures, is the source of both the earth and the heavens that cover
the earth. Interestingly, the verb created (bara) is singular, suggesting that the
plural name operates with singular purpose in creating the heavens and the earth.
god is the only subject of this verb in the Hebrew Scriptures, and the word carries
the idea of god bringing to reality that which had never existed before, whether
it refers to whales, His image in humans, “new heavens and new earth” in Isaiah
65:17, or the new heart David sought in Psalm 51:10. The afflicted author of
Psalm 102:25 and the writer of Isaiah 40:21 also made reference to the truth of
this first verse: god can create out of nothing.

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface
of the deep (gen. 1:2). like a body without breath, the earth was without life
and waiting for its animation. How long it may have been in this condition is
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In the beginning, god 
created every living 
creature, including humans.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Why is evolution such a
popular philosophy? What
would evolutionists have 
to give up by conceding 
that there is some sort of
intelligent design to nature? 

AHA!
god created everything! 

DID YOU KNOW?
All three members of the
Trinity were involved in 
the creation of the world.

not told. But there was hope for life because the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters (v. 2). Ancient people
feared the deep waters of the sea; they wondered what lay
below. And when we wonder what may be below, it is good
to remember the Spirit of god is still present over the deep
waters.

And God said, “Let there be light” (v. 3). god is the
source of light throughout both testaments. light is necessary
for life itself as well as our ability to see the rest of creation.
In 2 Samuel 22:29, David declared, “the lOrD turns my
darkness into light.”

even before the first person needed light, god knew our need for light in
order that life might flourish and that we might see that flourishing. In the
Hebrews’ understanding, the day begins with darkness or sunset and is fol-
lowed in the latter part of the “day” by sunrise. Hence their understanding of a
day being evening and morning reflects the pattern of creation that is followed
in this passage. every day god brings light out of darkness. God saw that the
light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness (gen. 1:4).
Paul also used this metaphor in describing the change in Christians, “For god,
who said, ‘let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts
to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of god in the face of Christ”
(2 Cor. 4:6). Salvation itself is a creation of light out of darkness.

Then God Said, Let Us Make Man in Our Image and in Our Likeness
(Gen. 1:26–27)

Skipping over the rest of the days of creation, our lesson comes to the second
part of the sixth day’s creation. Although many assume that only humans were
created on day six, land animals were as well. god used the plural of majesty:
Let us [as He also did in gen. 11:7 and other Old Testament passages to speak
of the court of heaven] make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them
rule (1:26). Humans were to be the stewards of His creation who would have
dominion over the rest of created life. god shaped the earth on the first three
days of creation and populated the earth with life on days four through six.
Then He designated to humans the authority to be stewards or managers of His
creation. One way humans are responsible to god is through this management
responsibility. 

In verse 27, we encounter three occurrences of the word bara. So God
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male
and female he created them. genesis has already told its readers of god and
creation, so what is added here is in his own image, that is, god’s. many books
have been written about this concept. Notice that the text does not say the
image is in humans, but rather that humans are in the image. This wording is
important, because much is written about what is in the constitution of human
beings that is the image of god. When one says the image is in us, scholars
and others try to figure out what part of us is the image. Is it brains, color of
skin, gender, mental ability, or capacity for relationship? When answering this
question becomes the focus, we realize some people may have more or less of

CreATION PrAISeS gOD’S gOODNeSS UNIT 1, leSSON 111
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
In what ways do human
beings reflect what god is
like (because they are created
in the image of god)? How
is god different from human
beings? 

AHA!
Humans are created in 
the image of god! 

DID YOU KNOW?
men and women are the
only beings who have 
been created in the image 
of god.

whatever is considered ideal. This realization then becomes a means of discrim-
ination and oppression as demonstrated in slavery, poor treatment of mentally
handicapped persons and prisoners of war, and oppression of believers in other
religions over the years. The text simply asserts that humans—both male and
female—are the image of god. In 1:26, the text also mentions “likeness,” which
some scholars distinguish from “image.” most likely, however, the two words
represent the same concept. If this view is correct, then james 3:9 supports this
nondiscriminatory point of view: “With the tongue we praise our lord and
Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in god’s likeness.”

God Blessed Them and Said to Them (Gen. 1:28–30)
The One who created everything then gave the creation His blessing. god

is not just the author of life; He is also the one who blesses life with His words.
He is not only above His creation; He exists in relation to it, as later His Word
in Christ would more fully demonstrate. Be fruitful and increase in number;
fill the earth and subdue it (v. 28). much like the stewardship parables in the
gospels, god gave assignments that He expects those made in His image to
fulfill. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the ground (v. 28).

Part of the blessing of god is the place of human responsibility in carrying
out the management of this great worldwide park of which we are the rangers,
charged with looking after the land and life god has made.

Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant . . . for food” (v. 29).
Did this original command indicate that before the fall of Adam and eve
humans were to be vegetarian? Did animal diet and sacrifice for humans only
become an option after the fall? Possibly, but we cannot be certain. And to . . .
everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for
food (v. 30). Again, there is no indication of a carnivorous diet. And it was so.
Of course, god had made it so.

All That God Made Was Good (Gen. 1:31)
From the point of view of god, the creation was “good, good,” which is the

way the Hebrew language says that it was the best possible outcome. god was
pleased that everything had gone according to His spoken commands.

The story that begins in genesis 1 continues through 2:3. Chapter and verse
divisions were added much later—sometimes not so appropriately. This first
account is the broad, universal view. The second account is more of a local
view. Instead of just using elohim as the name for the Creator, the text adds
YHWH (Yahweh). Instead of a cosmic view, it moves to eden. Instead of waters
in general, it identifies specific rivers. Instead of man and woman, it is Adam
into whom god breathes life, and eve, who is from Adam. The view is much
more personal and indicative of the covenant between god and humanity.

The Lord God Formed Adam and Gave Him the Breath of Life (Gen. 2:7)
The Hebrew word for “dust” is adamah, from which the name Adam

derives. man is literally dust, and this dust has no life without god’s breath
(ruach) being given to it. Ruach is also the Hebrew word for “breath,” “spirit,”

UNIT 1, leSSON 1THe BegINNINgS OF lIFe, DeATH, AND SAlVATION 12
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WHAT ABOUT YOU?
How do you reflect the
image and character of
god? 

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, thank you
for being my creator, for
revealing yourself through
the glory of the universe. 

and “wind.” The story of the creation of the first human makes perfect sense
if one looks backward. Today, a living, breathing person may walk around and
do all the things people do. But eventually every person dies, and as nature
follows its course, the body decomposes into dust. One of the primary differ-
ences between a living, breathing person and the eventual remains of the body
is that the living person has breath or spirit, while the person who has passed
on does not. Thus, by deduction, you might think that breath or spirit animated
that which is now dust or adamah. god is the Spirit who gives us breath.
Human life is formed and animated by god.

A Garden in Eden (Gen. 2:8–9)
god prepared a place for humans to flourish—a lovely garden of delight or

pleasure, which is what Eden means. We do not know the location of this garden,
but most scholars believe it may have been in the mesopotamian river valley
formed by the Tigris and euphrates rivers near the Persian gulf. The main
point of emphasis is that god had prepared a place for humankind to flourish.
There were trees that were aesthetically pleasing to the eye, and there were
trees there that were nourishing with good fruit. A similar scene takes place in
in revelation 22:1–5, where the final blessedness of god’s people is described.
In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil (gen. 2:9). The Tree of life was allowed for food and
had eternal life for humans who could eat of it and live forever.

God Gives a Command and Free Will to Humans (Gen. 2:16–17)
And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any

tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die” (2:16–17). 

god’s command assumed that Adam and eve had the power of choice.
They had tremendous freedom to eat from any of the trees that were good for
food, but there were limits to this freedom. Without choices, freedom would be
meaningless, and human beings would be automatons. Adam and eve, as the
original representatives of all humanity, chose wrongly, just as sometimes our
representatives in federal government choose wrongly and the consequences
fall on all of us whom they represent. This concept of federal headship is true
to life. There are some choices that lead to death not only for ourselves but for
those we represent.

CreATION PrAISeS gOD’S gOODNeSS UNIT 1, leSSON 113
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INTERACTIVE LEARNING IDEAS
end your time in prayer, asking god how He wants

you to use all these resources to exercise “dominion”
over the time He has given to you in order to advance
His kingdom and bear fruit for His glory.

TAKING IT TO THE STREET 
Community Garden 

The lord gave Adam and eve a garden in which
to work, cultivate, and bear (literal) fruit for their
happy survival. It’s good to remind ourselves that the
gift of work was given to Adam and eve before the
fall. The Bible often refers to the growth process of
plants and trees to illustrate the sometimes-slow
process of “growing” us into the likeness of His Son. 

This time of year, many churches and neighbor-
hoods have community gardens that are almost ready
for harvest. As a class, seek out one of these commu-
nity gardens and offer to help in some way. many such
gardens provide produce for food banks. you class can
offer to deliver that produce and perhaps interact with
the folks who will benefit from that harvest. 

WITH YOUR FAMILY 
In the Image of Parents

When god
created the first
human beings,
He created them
in the image of
god. In some
mysterious, finite
way we reflect
what god is like.
In a similar way,
children often
reflect the image
of their parents—
not only physi-

cally but in certain personality traits and mannerisms. 
As a family, sit down and define the ways the chil-

dren are similar to (and sometimes very different
from) their parents. What physical characteristics do
you share? Of the kids, who is most like mom? Who
is most like Dad? Ask the children how their view of
god is shaped by observing and interacting with their
parents. How accurate is that reflection from a biblical
point of view?

GET THE CLASS INVOLVED 
Debate 

The first chapter of the Bible, genesis 1, describes
god’s creation of the world, and most importantly,
the creation of humanity. What separates man from
the rest of creation? Only man and woman were made
in the image of god. While the animals were also cre-
ated by god and thus have intrinsic value, they do not
have the same opportunities and responsibilities that
human beings have. 

Of course, from a worldly perspective, there is a
great deal of controversy over the subject matter of
genesis. many scientists today believe that god is
not necessary to the creation process—that all the
life-forms we see today (including human beings)
evolved from preexisting materials through entirely
natural processes. 

Divide the class into two groups and put on a mini-
debate about creationism versus evolution. most of
your students will probably believe god created the
world and everything within it. even so, ask some of
them to represent the other side, just to get a better
perspective on the debate. Be sure that the evolution
proponents appeal to the scientific evidence and
deny the possibility of any supernatural intervention
in the process. 

Have the two sides answer questions like these:
What evidence would you present for your particu-
lar viewpoint? What’s at stake for taking one posi-
tion over the other? How do you usually view those
who take an opposing view toward your opinion? 

Close the activity by talking about the importance
of keeping our conversations civil and respectful
with those who disagree with us. 

TRY THIS ON YOUR OWN 
Asset Management

When god created Adam and eve, He gave them
dominion over all of creation. He provided everything
they needed to live productive and fruitful lives while
living in a dynamic and healthy relationship with Him. 

Spend a few minutes listing everything god has
provided for you: the degree to which you are healthy;
your ability to make a living or to create a loving and
supportive home; the people He has brought into your
life and how you are different today (in a good way)
because of those folks; for the trials and tribulations
you’ve experienced and what god has taught you
through them. 

THe BegINNINgS OF lIFe, DeATH, AND SAlVATION STUDIeS IN geNeSIS14
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INTO THE SUBJECT
How did the diverse and amazing forms of life you see in nature come into existence? By chance
or by divine power?

INTO THE WORD

INTO THE WORLD
Whether you work at home or away from home, perform every task as a god-given responsibility
and a way to honor Him.

THe BegINNINgS OF lIFe, DeATH, AND SAlVATION STUDIeS IN geNeSIS

Creation Praises God’s Goodness
Genesis 1:1–4, 26–31; 

2:7–9, 16–17
God’s creation reflects His nature and character.

SMALL GROUP GUIDE

1. Why do you think genesis 1:1 uses a
plural form of god’s name?

2. read genesis 1:3. What purpose do you
believe was served by god’s creating
light before He created anything else? 

3. How does natural light enhance the
quality of human life? How does spiri-
tual light enhance your life?

4. read genesis 1:16 and 27. How do these
verses support the pro-life position? How
do they oppose the notion that women
are second-class citizens?

5. Do you agree or disagree that Christians
should observe one day a week as a day
of worship and rest? 

6. read genesis 2:7. What distinguishes
human beings from animals? How would
you respond to the claim that man is a
human animal?

7. Did work originate because of sin? explain
your answer. 

8. What wrong applications of free will have
you observed or read about lately? How
will you employ the gift of free will to
make right choices?
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As the commentary states, “There is an author of life, and the author can be known by virtue
of His works as well as His personal revelation in history.”

It’s easy to pass over the specific events of creation. They’re facts, not commands or instructions.
But they’re important. They remind us of how god, the author of life, created everything. 

Fill in the blanks, but see if you can do it without looking back at the text. Commit to 
memorizing the facts of creation. 

FIRST DAY: god created ______________.

SECOND DAY: The firmament of ______________ was created. The ______________
above it were separated from the ______________ below.

THIRD DAY: ______________ appeared. Then god let the earth put forth grass, herbs, 
and ____________________________ ______________.

FOURTH DAY: The ______________ and ______________ were created.

FIFTH DAY: ______________ and ______________ creatures were created.

SIXTH DAY: god created ______________. ______________ and
______________ were also created and told to be fruitful and multiply.

SEVENTH DAY: god ______________.

Answers: light; heaven, waters, waters; land, fruit-bearing trees; moon, sun; air, sea; animals, man, woman; rested

THE FACTS OF CREATION
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WHY THIS MATTERS
An insightful old preacher observed, “I used to say civilization was going

to the dogs. I no longer say that out of respect for dogs.”
Although the observation is humorous, it is also sad. We grieve when we read

or hear about injustice, atrocities, thievery, cheating, lying, fighting, bickering,
and so many other sins that are common to human life. We recognize that the
whole world languishes in sin, and even believers are not immune to temptation.
How do we account for the presence and vitality of sin? This lesson supplies the
answer, and we may be surprised to learn that sin began in a paradise.

BIBLE COMMENTARY
In the space of two chapters, the author of genesis quickly moved from

nothing but god to a universe of light, life, and love. The cosmos appeared, and
two people were living in eden—the garden of delight. Out of the adamah, or
dust of the earth, god had made adam, a human, in fact, the human; and out of
the first human, god had made a second one because it was not good for the
first person to be alone. Over what may well have been a long span of time, the
author sped to the critical event that was key to the whole story of humanity’s
need for redemption. This redemption was first forecast in the words the lord
god spoke to the serpent: “And I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will
strike his heel” (gen. 3:15). These words set the stage for the ebb and flow of
the history of god’s work in the Old Testament. This flow will include the
necessity of priests, the visions of prophets, and the longings of poets. This
passage anticipates ultimate victory in the work of the messiah’s first coming
that has already occurred and His second coming that is yet to occur.

A Crafty Serpent (Gen. 3:1)
The serpent was one of god’s creatures, included in the phrase “and god

saw that it was good” in genesis 1. The serpent is not identified as the Devil
or Satan in the passage, but apparently the spirit of evil entered this snake in
order to tempt the woman. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You
must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” (3:1). Compare this with what
the lord god actually said to Adam in 2:16–17. god had not said this; in fact,
all the food-producing trees in the garden, including the Tree of life, were
available for Adam and the woman. All the available goodness of the garden
seemed to pale in comparison to the tree that was off-limits. The woman also
added an additional prohibition to what god said when she stated that god said
not to touch the tree. 

Unit 1
l2IKEEPING OUR VISION SHARP

Genesis 3:1, 6–7, 15–17, 20–24

Sin distorts our spiritual vision, but God’s grace can restore our sight.
leSSON 2

KEY VERSE
And I will put enmity
between you and the woman,
and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your
head, and you will strike 
his heel.

—genesis 3:15

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES
Numbers 21:4–9

The bronze serpent
cures the vipers’ bites.

luke 4:3–9
jesus stands against the
temptation of Satan, not
in a beautiful garden but
in the wilderness.

john 3:14
jesus compares himself
to the serpent in the
wilderness in Numbers.

romans 5:12–18
Paul compared the
legacy of Adam and
Christ.

ephesians 5:21, 28–29
Paul described mutuality
in the redeemed world.

1 john 2:16 
john described the nature
of the fallen world.

revelation 21:1–3
The Tree of life returns
in revelation.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
monday: jeremiah 2:4–13
Tuesday: Hebrews

13:1–16
Wednesday: luke 14:1–14
Thursday: Isaiah 40:21–31
Friday: romans 5:1–11
Saturday: genesis 3:1,

6–7, 15–17,
20–24

Sunday: Psalm 87
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
What would Satan use to
tempt Adam and eve in
today’s culture? How 
would you stand up to 
that temptation? 

Tradition tells us that the
apple was the forbidden
fruit, but the Bible does not
tell us what type of fruit it
was.

AHA!
god made provision for 
our salvation! 

DID YOU KNOW?
We don’t know exactly
what type of fruit eve ate.

Succumbing to Temptation (Gen. 3:6–7)
leading up to these verses, the serpent suggested to the woman that god

had lied about death as the penalty for her disobedience, and he also suggested
she would become like god, with knowledge of good and evil. Was a promo-
tion in status in the works for the woman so that Yahweh Elohim might not be
necessary anymore? Could she become morally and spiritually autonomous?
Then she would know not only good, but also evil, and she would decide what
was wrong and what was right all by herself.

Note the progress of temptation in this passage. It is good for food (physi-
cally inviting), pleasing to the eye (aesthetically seductive), and desirable for
gaining wisdom (intellectually attractive) (v. 6). Compare this with 1 john
2:16 and luke 4:3–9. rationalizing god’s command in order to do what one
wishes is as old as eden. 

Having considered what was to be gained but not what
was to be lost, the woman took fruit and ate it and also gave
some to Adam so he could taste it as well. Adam made no
resistance to the woman’s offer of her newfound pleasure—
not even a word about god’s command.

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they
realized they were naked (gen. 3:7). The state of dreamlike
innocence was forfeited. Immediately Adam and the woman
realized they were naked and vulnerable, and they fashioned
for themselves some protection in the form of fig leaves.

They were also afraid of god because they had rejected His authority and pro-
tection. One may read their rationalizations in genesis 3:8–13.

Then came the fallout for the disobedience; the curse fell on the participants
in the same order as the process of their disobedience. First, the curse fell on
the serpent, then on the woman, and finally on Adam. The focus of this lesson
is on the curse upon the woman and then Adam.

The Effects of the Curse (Gen. 3:15–17)
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your

offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel
(v. 15). Venomous snakes are scary to most everyone. There could be no better
personification of evil than snakes! later, in Numbers 21:4–9, god provided a
prefiguring of the cure for human rebellion when, in response to the disobedi-
ence of the people, snakes invaded the camp and some Hebrews died from the
venom. god told moses to make a bronze snake on a pole so that people could
look to that sign and be cured of the bite. jesus reminded Nicodemus of this
sign in john 3:14 and seems to have implied that this Old Testament event pre-
figured His own death on the cross. It was at the cross that the serpent struck
the heel of the messiah but the messiah crushed the head of the serpent. later,
in Acts 28:3–6, Paul shook off the attack of a viper, and people thought perhaps
he was a god because he survived the attack. Snakes are no match for god’s
authority!

It is worth pointing out that with pain you will give birth to children
(gen. 3:16) was made well before the days of anesthesia and epidurals, which

UNIT 1, leSSON 2THe BegINNINgS OF lIFe, DeATH, AND SAlVATION 18
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
How do we suffer the 
consequences of original 
sin in our day? Why is 
that fair? 

AHA!
jesus has crushed the 
power of Satan! 

DID YOU KNOW?
genesis 3:15 is the first
messianic prediction in 
the Bible.

may ease but not eliminate the pain or “discomfort” (as some instructors call
it). There is good reason that labor is the word commonly used for the process
of birthing a child. It is difficult work, and these words were actually a
prophecy of something that had not yet happened, if looked at historically.
Cain, Abel, and Seth had not yet been born, but when these sons came along,
pain came for the woman, both in the birth itself and later in the first fratricide
committed by Cain against Abel. In this curse was also an affirmation that the
human race would continue. Children would come. god was not done with
Adam and the woman. later Seth would continue the line of Adam, leading to
the birth of the messiah. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will
rule over you (v. 16). Parts A and B of this verse are parallel ways of making
the same point, but part C is another aspect of the curse brought on by the
woman’s disobedience. The creative intention of the lord god in bringing the
woman out of Adam was that they be one flesh, not only in reference to sexual
intercourse, but also in equality of partnership as depicted in the “one flesh”
relationship. However, the woman would now be ruled by the man as the curse
fell upon her.

It is worth remembering that in the New Testament, Paul, a former jewish
rabbi, stated that husbands ought once again to “love their wives as their own
bodies,” and he further stated, “He who loves his wife loves himself” (eph.
5:28–29). Such a view suggests that the created pre-fall mutuality is on the way
to being restored and that the church community should reflect this “new cre-
ation.” It is clear that the mutual submission mentioned in ephesians 5:21 is to
counteract the effects of the fall in which first the woman and then Adam
asserted themselves, going against god’s will for His creation. It is also clear
that a woman was partner with god in messiah’s birth and that women are to
be declarers of the gospel.

This lesson does not deal with the last two verses of the curse on Adam, but
the substance of those verses is included in verse 17. However, instead of trees
that were “pleasing to the eye and good for food,” Adam would see “thorns and
thistles” and “plants of the field.” And at death, the first couple would return to
the dust, or adamah, from which Adam came. Think of the contrast between
eden with its rivers and lush vegetation and the harsh middle-eastern aridity
and dust.

The Mother of All the Living (Gen. 3:20–24)
Have you noticed that eve, whose name means “living,” has not been called

eve until this point in the narrative? After the fall, Adam named her, indicating
his rule over her in the now-fallen world. god originally named her woman
(ishah) because she was taken out of man (ish). The LORD God made gar-
ments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them (v. 21). The lord
god upgraded the fig-leaf clothing they had made for themselves, offering a
better covering for their shame. And the LORD God said, “The man has now
become like one of us, knowing good and evil” (v. 22). Both Adam and eve
are referred to as the man, which meant “humanity” and included both male
and female. In a strange and eerie way, Satan’s prediction became partially
true. Previously, Adam and the woman had known only good, but now they

keePINg OUr VISION SHArP UNIT 1, leSSON 219

37578 WBlC Vol 7_layout 1  4/16/14  2:30 Pm  Page 19



WHAT ABOUT YOU?
What is your plan for 
overcoming various 
temptations when they 
present themselves? Why 
is it important to make 
decisions about these
weaker areas before we 
face the option to sin? 

PRAYER
lord, please forgive me
when I repent; keep 
me restless until I have 
confessed my sins to you.

also knew evil—and its consequences. Knowing in Hebrew means not just an
intellectual understanding but a more intimate acquaintance, as in genesis 4:1
in the king james Version. As to the possibility that humanity would eat from
the Tree of life and live forever, god did not want humanity to live forever in
the now-contaminated universe that resulted from their sin. So the LORD God
banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he
had been taken (3:23). man had fallen from the fruitfulness of the garden to
toil in the barrenness of the dust from whence he had come, and man would
eventually return to dust himself. The word of god breathed by the Spirit is the
source and essence of life because only god’s word and Spirit can make dust
into humans.

After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of
Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the
way to the tree of life (v. 24). Adam and eve needed to be protected from end-
less life in a difficult and harsh existence separated from god’s original plan
for them. Preventing them from getting to the Tree of life was a sign of the
long-term love of god. A second Adam rescued humans from the inheritance
the first man left us. This Adam provides a path back to the garden of delight
and to the Tree of life that reappears in revelation 22:1–3 to yield its fruit
year-round, if years even matter then.

UNIT 1, leSSON 2THe BegINNINgS OF lIFe, DeATH, AND SAlVATION 20
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INTO THE SUBJECT
Sin marred god’s perfect creation and destroyed the cordial relationship that existed between
god and humans. How did such a disastrous turn of events occur? 

INTO THE WORD

INTO THE WORLD
Temptations abound, so arm yourself with Scripture and keep your focus on the lord.
encourage others to resist temptation as you choose to obey the lord.

THe BegINNINgS OF lIFe, DeATH, AND SAlVATION STUDIeS IN geNeSIS

IKeeping Our Vision Sharp
Genesis 3:1, 6–7, 15–17, 20–24

Sin distorts our spiritual vision, but God’s grace can restore our sight.

SMALL GROUP GUIDE

1. read genesis 3:1. Are you ever tempted
to question what god has said? What
specific occasion do you recall when
you felt tempted to question Him?

2. How do you explain the fact that god
had created the serpent but the serpent
was involved in an evil plot?

3. read genesis 3:4. Do you believe god’s
integrity is questioned today? If so,
how?

4. What do you think the Devil uses today
to appeal to the lust of the eye?

5. Why do you think Adam accepted the
forbidden fruit eve offered?

6. What part of the curse do you think
might have been the hardest for Adam
and eve to experience? explain.

7. If someone asked you describe an ideal
marriage, how would you respond?

8. read genesis 3:21. How does this verse
picture god’s saving grace? 

9. read genesis 3:21–24. What do you learn
from these verses about god’s character?
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CURSECURSE
The result of the curse has been felt ever since that day in Eden.

Create an acronym for the word curse. Think of words that emulate how
Adam and eve might have felt, how god responded, and how we are affected

today as a result of the curse. Find help in this by looking for key words in 
the lesson and in the related Scriptures. The first one is done for you.

C-
U-
R-
S-
E-

Convicted: Adam and Eve felt convicted after they ate the fruit.
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true: We will be held morally responsible for any
temptation to which we succumb. 

TAKING IT TO THE STREET 
Urban Walk 

The lord defined many consequences for the first
sin of Adam and eve. For Adam, he would face
resistance when he tried to work; eve would experi-
ence pain in childbirth. All of nature would be nega-
tively impacted by their disobedience, and innocent
people would eventually suffer the consequences of
the evil that was born on that day. 

During the daytime, take a walk with your class
through a densely populated urban setting. Point out
the obvious consequences of sin you see in that set-
ting. Be careful not to assign the suffering of others
as a consequence of their disobedience, or to assign
any stereotypes to certain ethnic or racial groups.
everyone is impacted by the consequences of sin,
regardless of whether they were directly involved
with those particular sins. 

WITH YOUR FAMILY 
Decisions and Losses 

even today, we are all affected by the conse-
quences of the sin of the father and mother of the
human race (Adam and eve). As their descendants,
we must deal with god’s discipline that results not
only from our own wrongdoing, but also that of our
ancestors. 

Around the dinner table, ask your children how
they have been affected by the decisions of you, their
parent. This may involve moving because of job
changes, forms of discipline (or the absence of disci-
pline), how responsibilities are assigned, how every-
one was affected by a recent job loss or health crisis,
etc. 

many family decisions, even healthy and respon-
sible ones, may result in some sort of loss for the
family members—perhaps some more than others.
Allow each family member to identify what he or she
may have lost because of decisions that were made
outside of his or her control. 

If apologies are in order, encourage them. Use
this time to “clean the slate” and give the family a
new start together.

GET THE CLASS INVOLVED 
Did God Really Say That? 

Satan’s very first temptation of human beings
questioned their understanding of what god wanted
from them—and made them doubt what they had
heard. He merely asked the rhetorical question, “Did
god really say . . . ?” 

Ask class members to finish that question in
ways Satan might pose it to believers today. For
example, in response to the question, “Did god
really say . . .” students might respond, “you must
stay sexually faithful to your spouse” or “you must
not talk about someone without that person being
there to defend him- or herself.” 

Ask other students to suggest rationalizations
that are contrary to god’s directives. (In the garden
of eden, the serpent suggested that god was trying
to withhold something from Adam and eve that
rightfully belonged to them.) 

When the activity is over, ask the students to
think about some of their favorite rationalizations
and to come up with a plan to resist those particular
temptations when they arise. 

TRY THIS ON YOUR OWN 
Tempting 

eve was tempted by the forbidden fruit because
it was visually appealing, good for food, and appar-
ently would make her wiser. Of course, Adam went
along with his wife’s rationalization (and so he is
just as responsible as she). 

Paul reminded us in 1 Corinthians that god will
not tempt us beyond that which we are able to bear.
given this principle, Adam and eve had the inner
resources they needed to resist this temptation—but
they gave in anyway. They had many other godly
options from which to choose. 

Take a few minutes to determine where your
“temptation line” would be. What temptation would
be so powerful for you that you would not be able
to resist?  more than likely, this scenario would
somehow guarantee that you wouldn’t get caught or
suffer any consequences for your actions. (keep in
mind that Adam and eve also believed this.)

When you’ve defined this particular line, come
up with a plan to be sure you don’t deliberately
expose yourself to any “triggers” that might set this
type of temptation in motion. god’s promise holds

INTERACTIVE LEARNING IDEAS
THe BegINNINgS OF lIFe, DeATH, AND SAlVATION STUDIeS IN geNeSIS23
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Unit 1
l3 YOU CAN’T IKEEP GOD FROM LOVING YOU

Genesis 6:9–11; 7:24—8:5; 9:8–11, 16

God relentlessly maintains His covenant relationship with humanity.
leSSON 3

KEY VERSE
Whenever the rainbow
appears in the clouds, I 
will see it and remember 
the everlasting covenant
between god and all living
creatures of every kind on
the earth. 

—genesis 9:16

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES
genesis 6–10

Noah’s whole story
Isaiah 54:4–10

god’s promise to
restore the remnant of
His people is like His
covenant with Noah.

matthew 24:36–41
jesus’ return will be
unexpected, as was the
flood in Noah’s day.

Hebrews 11:7
One-verse summary of
Noah’s life and faith

1 Peter 2:1–22
god can save the upright
while judging the
wicked, as He did with
Noah and his family.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
monday: Deuteronomy

30:11–20
Tuesday: Philemon 1–21
Wednesday: luke 14:25–33
Thursday: Isaiah 41:8–17
Friday: genesis 9:8–11,

16
Saturday: genesis 6:9–11;

7:24—8:5
Sunday: Psalm 88

WHY THIS MATTERS
In 2012 a wildfire torched a scenic area in the foothills just west of

Colorado Springs, Colorado. known as the Waldon Canyon fire, the raging
inferno claimed two lives, destroyed 347 beautiful homes, and scarred the
landscape. The following year rain fell on the burned area, cascaded down the
barren canyon, washed out a highway, swept away cars, overflowed creeks,
ruined some houses and businesses in a nearby town, and carried two people
to their deaths. Anyone who has been victimized by a flood can testify to its
dreadful force.

This lesson reviews the most destructive flood in history and explains why
it occurred.

BIBLE COMMENTARY
“In the beginning god created the heavens and the earth” (gen. 1:1). At the

pinnacle of His creative work, god made male and female humans in His
image. First, “god formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life” (2:7). “Then the lOrD god made a woman
from the rib he had taken out of the man” (v. 22). god told Adam and eve,
“you are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely
die’” (vv. 16–17).

However, a crafty creature lied to Adam and eve, and they rebelled against
god. They ate the forbidden fruit and lost their place in god’s presence (gen. 3).
Adam and eve had many sons and daughters (5:4). Three of their sons were
mentioned by name—Cain, Abel, and Seth (4–5). Cain killed Abel, and god
cursed him to a life of restless wandering on the earth. 

As the human population increased, “the sons of god saw that the daughters
of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose” (6:2). The
identity of these “sons of god” is unclear. Some understand the term as standing
for fallen angels, followers of Satan, who mated with human women (see job
1:6; 2:1). A second explanation is that the “sons of god” were the descendants
of Seth and the “daughters of men” were the descendants of Cain; their sin was
the intermarriage between the godly and the ungodly. The offspring of Cain
were characterized by cleverness, selfishness, sensuality, and ungodliness
(gen. 4:16–24). On the other hand, Seth’s offspring were devoted to god (v. 25),
consecrated to god (v. 26), enjoyed fellowship with god (5:22), and served
god (v. 29). A third position takes “sons of god” to mean the pagan kings.
These men were often considered in the ancient Near east to be the children of
the gods. According to this interpretation, these kings produced large harems
and introduced unprecedented decadence.
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MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT
genesis 8:1–4
The boat touched land in the
mountains of Ararat, located
in present-day Turkey. There
it rested for almost eight
months before Noah, his
family, and the animals
stepped onto dry land.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
How is the world today like
it was during the time of
Noah? How can you engage
that world in order to build
bridges for the gospel without
compromising your identity
in Christ? 

AHA!
god will never destroy 
the earth by water again! 

DID YOU KNOW?
Noah lived six hundred
years before the earth 
was flooded.

Whatever the nature or agents of the sin,
it was a symptom of the universal and all-
pervasive rebellion of humanity. “every
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil all the time” (6:5). The lord’s
“heart was filled with pain” (v. 6) because
of this deep and comprehensive rebellion.

“So the lOrD said, ‘I will wipe mankind,
whom I have created, from the face of the
earth—men and animals, and creatures that
move along the ground, and birds of the
air—for I am grieved that I have made
them’” (gen. 6:7). The Hebrew word trans-
lated “grieved” can mean “sorry” (NkjV) or “repent” (kjV). This statement is
anthropomorphic. god revealed His attitude toward sin in terms of human
experience and emotion. While god is unchanging in His holiness and love, He
responds freely and appropriately to changes in human behavior. When persons
sin or repent of sin, He “changes His mind” in connection with the blessing or
punishment appropriate to the situation (ex. 32:12, 14; 1 Sam. 15:11; 2 Sam.
24:16; jer. 18:11; Amos 7:3, 6).

god had spared Adam and eve, as well as all their descendents, until judg-
ment could no longer be avoided. All humanity would die. “But Noah found
favor [grace] in the eyes of the lOrD” (gen. 6:8).

Noteworthy Noah (Gen. 6:9–11)
god’s “grace” is always His unmerited favor, and Noah’s integrity could

not earn god’s acceptance (rom. 3:19–20). Noah was a righteous man (gen.
6:9) because his behavior flowed from his relationship with god. He was
blameless among the people of his time because, unlike them, Noah walked
with God. In other words, he experienced intimate fellowship with god. This
phrase is also used to describe enoch, who “walked with god; then he was no
more, because god took him away” (5:24).

In contrast to Noah, the earth was corrupt in God’s sight (6:11). The word
translated corrupt (vv. 11–12) means “to decay and to destroy.” The word trans-
lated corrupt in verse 5 is the same word translated “evil” in reference to the
Tree of knowledge of good and evil (2:7). This Hebrew word covers a broad
range of words that describe bad events and situations—adversity, affliction,
distress, harm, trouble, as well as immorality. Its root meaning is “to ruin by
breaking into pieces.” And the earth was full of violence (v. 11). These verses
stand in stark contrast with genesis 1:3: “god saw all that he had made, and it
was very good.” In Noah’s day, sin’s destruction, decay, and brokenness spread
to every part of the world. god’s creation was ruined and growing worse.

god sent a flood to stop sin in its tracks. He wiped all the corrupted crea-
tures off the face of His planet. He spared Noah and his family as well as enough
of each kind of animal to repopulate the earth. In order to save this remnant, He
instructed Noah to build an ark. “This is how you are to build it: The ark is to
be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high” (gen. 6:15). These dimensions
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
How is our generation 
similar to the generation in
which Noah lived? How
might it be different? 

AHA!
god keeps all His promises! 

DID YOU KNOW?
god’s covenant with Noah
is one of five described in
the Old Testament.

indicate the ark was to be shaped like a barge. It would have 33,750 square feet
on three decks and over 1.5 million cubic feet. It would be large enough to carry
Noah’s family and the specified animals. With these proportions, the ark would
be about the size of an oil tanker and would survive an ocean voyage.

When Noah received god’s directions, he “did everything just as god com-
manded him” (6:22). His unquestioning obedience to the lord’s directions is
mentioned four separate times (6:22; 7:5, 9, 16). There is not even a hint of
hesitation. Noah trusted god and obeyed Him. He built the ark and loaded his
cargo. He moved his family onboard and “the lOrD shut him in” (7:16). Then
the rains came down for forty days (v. 17).

The Flood Comes and Goes (Gen. 7:24—8:5)
After all the mountains were covered with the deluge, the waters flooded

the earth for a hundred and fifty days (v. 24). The destruction was universal
and complete. “every living thing that moved on the earth perished. . . .
everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. every liv-
ing thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the
creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from
the earth” (gen. 7:21–23). 

But God remembered Noah (8:1). In the Bible, when god remembered
someone, the lord acted in his or her best interest out of concern and love. This
choice of words points to action based on an earlier promise. god often acted
like this in response to the person’s prayers (gen. 30:22; ex. 2:24; 1 Sam.
1:19). god not only remembered Noah, but also all the wild animals and the
livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth,
and the waters receded (gen. 8:1).

god kept His promise to Noah. He closed the springs of the deep and the
floodgates of the heavens (v. 2). He stopped the rain and the water receded
steadily from the earth (v. 3). This process was much slower than the deluge.
At the end of the hundred and fifty days the water had gone down until,
six months after the flood began, the ark came to rest on the mountains of
Ararat (vv. 3–4). The ark came to rest in a mountain range southeast of the
Black Sea and west of the Caspian Sea in what we know today as Turkey.
These are some of the highest peaks in the middle east. However, the flood-
waters still covered the lower elevations. So, the waters continued to recede
until the tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of
the other mountains became visible (8:5). 

After Noah, his family, and the animals had spent about a year inside the
ark, the earth was completely dry again. “Then god said to Noah, ‘Come out
of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. Bring out every
kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the crea-
tures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be
fruitful and increase in number upon it’” (gen. 8:15–17). After setting foot on
dry ground for good, Noah built an altar and made a sacrifice to the lord. god
received Noah’s sacrifice as a “pleasing aroma.” The lord decided never again
to destroy the earth by a flood.
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WHAT ABOUT YOU?
How are you living out the
new covenant that god
established with all believers
through the atoning work of
His Son, jesus Christ? 

PRAYER
lord, keep the influence 
of the wicked far from me
and deliver me from the
temptations the world 
puts in front of me. 

The Rainbow Covenant (Gen. 9:8–11, 16)
After repeating His original command to “be fruitful and increase in number

and fill the earth” (gen. 1:28; 9:1), God said to Noah and to his sons . . . “I
now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you
and with every living creature that was with you” (9:8–9). 

A covenant connects two individuals or groups. There were three main
types of covenants in the Old Testament era. There was the unconditional royal
grant, when a king would give something of great value to a faith subject for
exceptional service. There was the parity covenant between equals, tying them
together in mutual respect and/or friendship. Then there was the conditional
suzerain-vassal covenant, where a great king claimed the right of absolute sov-
ereignty over a weaker king. He would demand complete loyalty and service.
In exchange for the weaker king’s faithful service, the great king promised to
protect the lesser king and his people. All the covenants involved oaths calling
for the death and destruction of either party if he broke his promises.

Therefore, a covenant was the most solemn and binding form of a divine
promise. A covenant was a guarantee to a person of the lord’s faithfulness, as
well as a god-given reminder of His truthfulness. In the covenants between
god and humans in the Bible, god took the initiative. He willingly committed
himself before He asked for a pledge. 

god said, I establish my covenant with you (v. 11). He made the covenant,
set the terms and conditions, and promised to stay faithful forever. This agreement
was applied to “every living creature” (v. 12). It was unqualified and permanent.

god’s covenant with Noah included a divine promise and human responsi-
bilities. Although humans could eat meat from this point on, they were not to
eat blood in the meat (9:4). god also required that evenhanded human verdicts
be issued, especially in the case of murder (v. 6). In addition, god gave human-
ity the responsibility to repopulate the planet (v. 7). Then He said, Never again
will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a
flood to destroy the earth (v. 11).

Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remem-
ber the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every
kind on the earth (v. 16). The rainbow was the sign of god’s covenant. just
as a rainbow divided the sky into two parts, god implied He would be split into
pieces if He allowed the waters to destroy all living creatures again.
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INTERACTIVE LEARNING IDEAS
TAKING IT TO THE STREET 
Build an Ark 

Noah spent decades building the ark, presumably
in the middle of a large, open expanse of land. Doing
so probably provoked a great deal of ridicule and sar-
casm from those who observed him. 

gather all the materials you will need to build a
miniature version of Noah’s ark. (you will be able to
find plans and a supplies list on the Internet.)

Bring the supplies and your class members to a
park, set up a card table or find a picnic bench, and
begin building the scale model of Noah’s ark. While
you are working on the model, talk about the story of
Noah and what he might have been thinking during
this building project. 

If anyone stops to ask what you’re doing, tell him
or her that you’re doing a class assignment that’s
related to the story of Noah and the ark. explain that
part of the assignment is to ask anyone who inquires
about the project, “What do you believe about god?”
After listening carefully, thank the person for stopping
by. If he or she asks what you believe about god, be
sure to take the opportunity to share the gospel.

WITH YOUR FAMILY 
Family Impact 

Noah took his wife, his three sons, and his sons’
wives onto the ark. They spent over a year together
on the boat until the waters receded. 

Imagine your family was called by god to build
the ark and to take care of the animals that survived.
Spend some time divvying up the responsibilities for
such a task. Who would do what? What would the
animals need before the trip? What supplies would
the family need? Who would be in charge of con-
struction? How about quality control? What kind of
conflicts do you think would come to the surface
while you were all cooped up together on the boat?
How do you picture resolving those conflicts?

GET THE CLASS INVOLVED 
Class Covenant 

After the flood, god established a covenant with
Noah and his sons. The lord promised to never
again destroy the earth by water and designated the
rainbow as a symbol that god would always keep
this particular promise. 

In order to better understand the significance of
a covenant, take a few minutes and establish a “class
covenant” among yourselves. 

Here are a few questions that the covenant should
cover: Who will lead the class? How will a new
leader or teacher be chosen if the current one needs
to move on? What is expected of the participants in
the class? What levels of preparation are expected
before someone comes to class? How will you incor-
porate visitors into the class setting and make them
feel welcome? Should you have coffee and snacks
available? If so, who will be responsible to make that
happen? What kinds of service projects would you
like to do outside the classroom, and how often
would you like to do these? What promises of confi-
dentiality should people expect if they were to share
more personal information in the class? 

review the covenant every quarter or so to see how
the agreement is working and to make adjustments if
necessary. 

TRY THIS ON YOUR OWN 
News Search 

The account of Noah’s story tells us that the
entire earth was corrupt and filled with violence.
everyone’s thoughts (with the exception of Noah
and his family) were only evil continually. jesus told
us that when His return was imminent, everyone
would be acting as they were in the days of Noah
(matt. 24:37). 

On your own, go to a popular news website and
look at the first hundred stories listed. As you scan
these news stories, consider how people are acting in
ways that human beings did during the time of Noah. 

How are people ignoring god? How are they
failing to show compassion? How do they seem to
be redefining selfishness? What acts of violence
seem to keep repeating themselves? 

Wrap up this search by thinking of creative ways
these people might be reached with the good news
of the gospel. you never know who god will allow
to cross your path. 
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INTO THE SUBJECT
A popular view of humanity asserts that everyone is basically good and capable of making the world
a better place. What is your opinion of this view? This study will help you answer wisely.

INTO THE WORD

INTO THE WORLD
Noah was a preacher of righteousness to a corrupt, condemned culture. Proclaim god’s truth
this week to a few individuals. endeavor to help them find forgiveness and life through faith
in Christ.

THe BegINNINgS OF lIFe, DeATH, AND SAlVATION STUDIeS IN geNeSIS

You Can’t IKeep God from Loving You
Genesis 6:9–11; 7:24—8:5; 9:8–11, 16

God relentlessly maintains His covenant relationship with humanity.

SMALL GROUP GUIDE

1. read genesis 6:9–11. An evolutionist’s
view of human history might present the
human race as constantly improving.
How does genesis 6:9–11 oppose this
view?

2. How hard do you think it was for Noah
to walk with god (6:9) when his con-
temporaries were obviously walking
with the Devil?

3. Has your relationship with god made you
feel like a member of a minority group?
explain.

4. read james 4:4–5. Why is it impossible
to be a friend of the world and god’s
friend at the same time?

5. Why do you agree or disagree that the
world is becoming increasingly evil?

6. What example of faith did Noah set for
you?

7. According to genesis 7:16, the lord shut
Noah and his family in the ark. What sig-
nificance, if any, do you see in this action
by the lord?

8. What do you think of when you see a
rainbow? 

9. On a scale of one to ten, how secure are
god’s promises? What divine promise is
especially meaningful to you right now?
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M any people see rainbows and enjoy their beauty. But for Christians, the enjoyment is more than
just the beauty; it’s often coupled with affirmation. yes, they’re beautiful, but rainbows also

remind us of a specific covenant made by god—He vowed to never again destroy the earth with water.

Think about how solemn and binding a covenant is and about the beauty of a rainbow. Write a
poem expressing your emotions and thoughts after contemplating the covenant and rainbow.
Poems can be free style, rhyming, etc. There’s no right or wrong way to write a poem.

Rainbow Covenant
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WESLEY BIBLE LESSON COMMENTARY SERIES
396WeSley BIBle leSSON COmmeNTAry VOlUme 7

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4
Volume 1
(revised edition
available 
may 2015)

revelation minor Prophets 1–2 Peter
jude

life Issues
Holiness
evangelism

Volume 2
(revised edition
available 
may 2016)

jeremiah
lamentations
ezekiel
Daniel

matthew james 1–2 Samuel
1–2 kings
1–2 Chronicles

Volume 3
(revised edition
available 
may 2017)

romans galatians
ephesians
Philippians 
Colossians 
Philemon

leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Spiritual Disciplines
Wesley’s life 
Doctrines

Volume 4 john ezra
Nehemiah
esther

1–2 Thessalonians 1–2 Timothy
Titus

Volume 5 Hebrews exodus joshua
judges
ruth

Spiritual Heritage
Stewardship
Social Issues

Volume 6 mark Isaiah 1–3 john job
Psalms
Proverbs
ecclesiastes
Song of Songs

Volume 7 genesis luke Acts 1–2 Corinthians

Are you interested in a particular topic or book of the Bible? Use the chart below to refer to 
a specific volume of the Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary series for more in-depth study.

Call 1-800-493-7539 or visit www.wphonline.com to order your copy!
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WESLEY ADULT BIBLE STUDIES SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
397WeSley BIBle leSSON COmmeNTAry VOlUme 7

Use this reference chart to compare Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary Volume 7
to connect with your Sunday school curriculum and grow further in the lord.

UNIT 1
THE BEGINNINGS OF LIFE, DEATH, AND SALVATION: STUDIES IN GENESIS

(Same as fall 2014 in Wesley Adult Bible Studies)

lesson 1 September 7, 2014 Creation Praises god’s goodness genesis 1:1–4, 26–31; 
2:7–9, 16–17

lesson 2 September 14, 2014 keeping Our Vision Sharp genesis 3:1, 6–7, 15–17, 
20–24

lesson 3 September 21, 2014 you Can’t keep god from loving you genesis 6:9–11; 7:24—8:5;
9:8–11, 16

lesson 4 September 28, 2014 god Takes the Initiative genesis 12:1–7; 15:1–6
lesson 5 October 5, 2014 god Sees me genesis 16:1–15
lesson 6 October 12, 2014 god’s Protection Is Still Available genesis 13:8–13; 

18:20–25; 19:15–17, 29
lesson 7 October 19, 2014 god Provides Our Future genesis 22:1–18
lesson 8 October 26, 2014 Seek god’s Best genesis 25:29–34; 

27:6–10, 30–31, 34–35
lesson 9 November 2, 2014 resolving Painful relationships genesis 31:1–3, 26–29, 

41–42, 51–55
lesson 10 November 9, 2014 Victory through Struggle genesis 32:9–12, 22–31
lesson 11 November 16, 2014 Tracing god’s Hand, Trusting god’s Heart genesis 37:2–11; 45:4–9
lesson 12 November 23, 2014 How to Be Successful genesis 39:2–6, 11–12, 

20–23
lesson 13 November 30, 2014 god’s Plans for Us genesis 50:15–26

UNIT 2
GOD THE SON, SON OF MAN: THE GOOD NEWS HISTORY OF LUKE

(Same as winter 2014–2015 in Wesley Adult Bible Studies)

lesson 1 December 7, 2014 Who, me? luke 1:5–7, 11–20, 26–38
lesson 2 December 14, 2014 life’s great moments luke 2:21–40
lesson 3 December 21, 2014 good News for All luke 2:1–20
lesson 4 December 28, 2014 No Such Thing as Cheap grace luke 3:1–18
lesson 5 january 4, 2015 life’s greatest Decision luke 4:16–24, 28–30; 

5:1–11
lesson 6 january 11, 2015 Healing Faith luke 7:1–10; 8:42–48
lesson 7 january 18, 2015 Humbly I Bow luke 7:36–50
lesson 8 january 25, 2015 The Power of love luke 9:51–56; 10:29–37
lesson 9 February 1, 2015 What a Friend We Have in jesus! luke 10:38—11:13
lesson 10 February 8, 2015 The Parable of the loving Father luke 15:11–32
lesson 11 February 15, 2015 you Can Change luke 18:18–30; 19:1–10
lesson 12 February 22, 2015 After Failure luke 22:1–6, 20–23, 31–32,

54–62
lesson 13 march 1, 2015 resources for the Tough Times luke 23:1–7, 13–25
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UNIT 3
GOD SENDS HIS CHURCH INTO THE WORLD: THE HISTORY OF ACTS

(Same as spring 2015 in Wesley Adult Bible Studies)

lesson 1 march 8, 2015 Carrying on jesus’ mission Acts 1:1–11
lesson 2 march 15, 2015 The Spirit-Filled Community Acts 2:1–6, 12–18, 37–47
lesson 3 march 22, 2015 Ordinary People, extraordinary god Acts 4:1–20
lesson 4 march 29, 2015 A Fully Surrendered life Acts 6:8–15; 7:51—8:1
lesson 5 April 5, 2015 What Will you Do with the risen jesus? Acts 2:28–38
lesson 6 April 12, 2015 Selfless ministry Acts 8:9–25
lesson 7 April 19, 2015 Be Prepared for god to Use you Acts 8:26–40
lesson 8 April 26, 2015 Paralyzed No more Acts 9:1–22
lesson 9 may 3, 2015 Helping Believers grow Acts 4:32–37; 11:19–26; 

13:1–3
lesson 10 may 10, 2015 god Does Not Show Favoritism Acts 10:1–20
lesson 11 may 17, 2015 Don’t Stop Now Acts 12:25; 13:5; 15:36–39
lesson 12 may 24, 2015 Faithful Students Acts 18:18–28
lesson 13 may 31, 2015 Finishing the race Acts 20:17–38

UNIT 4
THE REALITIES OF HOLINESS: PAUL’S LETTERS TO THE CORINTHIANS

(Same as summer 2015 in Wesley Adult Bible Studies)

lesson 1 june 7, 2015 The Church Is Called to Be Holy 1 Corinthians 1:1–10; 
3:10–17

lesson 2 june 14, 2015 The Church Is Built on god’s Wisdom 1 Corinthians 2:1–16; 
3:1–3

lesson 3 june 21, 2015 your Body—god’s Temple 1 Corinthians 6:12—7:5
lesson 4 june 28, 2015 Bound by love 1 Corinthians 8:1–13
lesson 5 july 5, 2015 Our Foundation Is Firm 1 Corinthians 10:1–17
lesson 6 july 12, 2015 An Invitation to Sunday Dinner 1 Corinthians 11:17–34
lesson 7 july 19, 2015 Unwrap your gift 1 Corinthians 12:1–11; 

12:27—13:1
lesson 8 july 26, 2015 Worship That Honors god 1 Corinthians 14:24–40
lesson 9 August 2, 2015 Because He lives 1 Corinthians 15:1–20
lesson 10 August 9, 2015 Treasures in jars of Clay 2 Corinthians 4:1–18
lesson 11 August 16, 2015 Christ’s Ambassadors 2 Corinthians 5:11—6:2
lesson 12 August 23, 2015 grace-Filled generosity 2 Corinthians 8:6–15; 

9:6–15
lesson 13 August 30, 2015 Drawing on His Strength 2 Corinthians 11:30—12:10
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JANUARY
❏ 1 gen. 1–3
❏ 2 gen. 4–7
❏ 3 gen. 8–11
❏ 4 gen. 12–16
❏ 5 gen. 17–19
❏ 6 gen. 20–23
❏ 7 gen. 24–25
❏ 8 gen. 26–28
❏ 9 gen. 29–30
❏ 10 gen. 31–33
❏ 11 gen. 34–36
❏ 12 gen. 37–39
❏ 13 gen. 40–42
❏ 14 gen. 43–45
❏ 15 gen. 46–47
❏ 16 gen. 48–50
❏ 17 matt. 1–4
❏ 18 matt. 5–7
❏ 19 matt. 8–9
❏ 20 matt. 10–12
❏ 21 matt. 13–14
❏ 22 matt. 15–17
❏ 23 matt. 18–20
❏ 24 matt. 21–22
❏ 25 matt. 23–24
❏ 26 matt. 25–26
❏ 27 matt. 27–28
❏ 28 ex. 1–4
❏ 29 ex. 5–7
❏ 30 ex. 8–10
❏ 31 ex. 11–13

FEBRUARY
❏ 1 ex. 14–16
❏ 2 ex. 17–20
❏ 3 ex. 21–23
❏ 4 ex. 24–27
❏ 5 ex. 28–30
❏ 6 ex. 31–34
❏ 7 ex. 35–37
❏ 8 ex. 38–40
❏ 9 mark 1–3
❏ 10 mark 4–5
❏ 11 mark 6–7
❏ 12 mark 8–9
❏ 13 mark 10–11
❏ 14 mark 12–13
❏ 15 mark 14–16

❏ 16 lev. 1–4
❏ 17 lev. 5–7
❏ 18 lev. 8–11
❏ 19 lev. 12–14
❏ 20 lev. 15–17
❏ 21 lev. 18–20
❏ 22 lev. 21–23
❏ 23 lev. 24–25
❏ 24 lev. 26–27
❏ 25 luke 1
❏ 26 luke 2–3
❏ 27 luke 4–5
❏ 28 luke 6–7

MARCH
❏ 1 luke 8–9
❏ 2 luke 10–11
❏ 3 luke 12–13
❏ 4 luke 14–16
❏ 5 luke 17–18
❏ 6 luke 19–20
❏ 7 luke 21–22
❏ 8 luke 23–24
❏ 9 Num. 1–2
❏ 10 Num. 3–4
❏ 11 Num. 5–6
❏ 12 Num. 7–8
❏ 13 Num. 9–11
❏ 14 Num. 12–14
❏ 15 Num. 15–17
❏ 16 Num. 18–20
❏ 17 Num. 21–23
❏ 18 Num. 24–26
❏ 19 Num. 27–30
❏ 20 Num. 31–33
❏ 21 Num. 34–36

❏ 22 john 1–3
❏ 23 john 4–5
❏ 24 john 6–7
❏ 25 john 8–9
❏ 26 john 10–11
❏ 27 john 12–13
❏ 28 john 14–17
❏ 29 john 18–19
❏ 30 john 20–21
❏ 31 Deut. 1–2

APRIL
❏ 1 Deut. 3–4
❏ 2 Deut. 5–7
❏ 3 Deut. 8–11
❏ 4 Deut. 12–15
❏ 5 Deut. 16–19
❏ 6 Deut. 20–23
❏ 7 Deut. 24–27
❏ 8 Deut. 28–29
❏ 9 Deut. 30–31
❏ 10 Deut. 32–34
❏ 11 Acts 1–3
❏ 12 Acts 4–6
❏ 13 Acts 7–8
❏ 14 Acts 9–10
❏ 15 Acts 11–13
❏ 16 Acts 14–16
❏ 17 Acts 17–19
❏ 18 Acts 20–22
❏ 19 Acts 23–25
❏ 20 Acts 26–28
❏ 21 josh. 1–4
❏ 22 josh. 5–7
❏ 23 josh. 8–10
❏ 24 josh. 11–14

❏ 25 josh. 15–18
❏ 26 josh. 19–21
❏ 27 josh. 22–24
❏ 28 rom. 1–3
❏ 29 rom. 4–7
❏ 30 rom. 8–10

MAY
❏ 1 rom. 11–13
❏ 2 rom. 14–16
❏ 3 judg. 1–3
❏ 4 judg. 4–5
❏ 5 judg. 6–8
❏ 6 judg. 9–11
❏ 7 judg. 12–15
❏ 8 judg. 16–18
❏ 9 judg. 19–21
❏ 10 ruth 1–4
❏ 11 1 Cor. 1–4
❏ 12 1 Cor. 5–9
❏ 13 1 Cor. 10–13
❏ 14 1 Cor. 14–16
❏ 15 1 Sam. 1–3
❏ 16 1 Sam. 4–7
❏ 17 1 Sam. 8–10
❏ 18 1 Sam. 11–13
❏ 19 1 Sam. 14–15
❏ 20 1 Sam. 16–17
❏ 21 1 Sam. 18–20
❏ 22 1 Sam. 21–24
❏ 23 1 Sam. 25–27
❏ 24 1 Sam. 28–31
❏ 25 2 Cor. 1–4
❏ 26 2 Cor. 5–8
❏ 27 2 Cor. 9–13
❏ 28 2 Sam. 1–3
❏ 29 2 Sam. 4–7
❏ 30 2 Sam. 8–11
❏ 31 2 Sam. 12–13

JUNE
❏ 1 2 Sam. 14–15
❏ 2 2 Sam. 16–18
❏ 3 2 Sam. 19–20
❏ 4 2 Sam. 21–22
❏ 5 2 Sam. 23–24
❏ 6 gal. 1–3
❏ 7 gal. 4–6
❏ 8 1 kings 1–2

ONE-YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN
By reading for about fifteen minutes each day, you can read every chapter of the Bible in one year!

Begin anytime! 
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❏ 9 1 kings 3–5
❏ 10 1 kings 6–7
❏ 11 1 kings 8–9
❏ 12 1 kings 10–12
❏ 13 1 kings 13–15
❏ 14 1 kings 16–18
❏ 15 1 kings 19–20
❏ 16 1 kings 21–22
❏ 17 eph. 1–3
❏ 18 eph. 4–6
❏ 19 2 kings 1–3
❏ 20 2 kings 4–5
❏ 21 2 kings 6–8
❏ 22 2 kings 9–11
❏ 23 2 kings 12–14
❏ 24 2 kings 15–17
❏ 25 2 kings 18–20
❏ 26 2 kings 21–23
❏ 27 2 kings 24–25
❏ 28 Phil. 1–4
❏ 29 1 Chron. 1–2
❏ 30 1 Chron. 3–5

JULY
❏ 1 1 Chron. 6–7
❏ 2 1 Chron. 8–10
❏ 3 1 Chron. 11–13
❏ 4 1 Chron. 14–16
❏ 5 1 Chron. 17–20
❏ 6 1 Chron. 21–23
❏ 7 1 Chron. 24–26
❏ 8 1 Chron. 27–29
❏ 9 Col. 1–4
❏ 10 2 Chron. 1–4
❏ 11 2 Chron. 5–7
❏ 12 2 Chron. 8–11
❏ 13 2 Chron. 12–16
❏ 14 2 Chron. 17–19
❏ 15 2 Chron. 20–22
❏ 16 2 Chron. 23–25
❏ 17 2 Chron. 26–29
❏ 18 2 Chron. 30–32
❏ 19 2 Chron. 33–34
❏ 20 2 Chron. 35–36
❏ 21 1 Thess. 1–5
❏ 22 ezra 1–4
❏ 23 ezra 5–7
❏ 24 ezra 8–10
❏ 25 Neh. 1–4
❏ 26 Neh. 5–7
❏ 27 Neh. 8–10
❏ 28 Neh. 11–13
❏ 29 2 Thess. 1–3
❏ 30 est. 1–4
❏ 31 est. 5–10

AUGUST
❏ 1 job 1–4
❏ 2 job 5–8
❏ 3 job 9–12
❏ 4 job 13–17
❏ 5 job 18–21
❏ 6 job 22–26
❏ 7 job 27–30
❏ 8 job 31–34
❏ 9 job 35–38
❏ 10 job 39–42
❏ 11 1 Tim. 1–6
❏ 12 2 Tim. 1–4
❏ 13 Pss. 1–7
❏ 14 Pss. 8–14
❏ 15 Pss. 15–18
❏ 16 Pss. 19–24
❏ 17 Pss. 25–30
❏ 18 Pss. 31–34
❏ 19 Pss. 35–37
❏ 20 Pss. 38–42
❏ 21 Pss. 43–48
❏ 22 Pss. 49–54
❏ 23 Pss. 55–60
❏ 24 Pss. 61–67
❏ 25 Pss. 68–71
❏ 26 Pss. 72–75
❏ 27 Pss. 76–78
❏ 28 Pss. 79–84
❏ 29 Pss. 85–89
❏ 30 Pss. 90–95
❏ 31 Pss. 96–102

SEPTEMBER
❏ 1 Pss. 103–105
❏ 2 Pss. 106–108
❏ 3 Pss. 109–115
❏ 4 Pss. 116–119:64
❏ 5 Pss. 119:65–176
❏ 6 Pss. 120–131
❏ 7 Pss. 132–138
❏ 8 Pss. 139–144
❏ 9 Pss. 145–150
❏ 10 Prov. 1–3
❏ 11 Prov. 4–7
❏ 12 Prov. 8–10
❏ 13 Prov. 11–13
❏ 14 Prov. 14–16
❏ 15 Prov. 17–19
❏ 16 Prov. 20–22
❏ 17 Prov. 23–25
❏ 18 Prov. 26–28
❏ 19 Prov. 29–31
❏ 20 Titus & Philem.
❏ 21 eccl. 1–4

❏ 22 eccl. 5–8
❏ 23 eccl. 9–12
❏ 24 Song 1–4
❏ 25 Song 5–8
❏ 26 Heb. 1–4
❏ 27 Heb. 5–7
❏ 28 Heb. 8–10
❏ 29 Heb. 11–13
❏ 30 Isa. 1–3

OCTOBER
❏ 1 Isa. 4–6
❏ 2 Isa. 7–9
❏ 3 Isa. 10–13
❏ 4 Isa. 14–16
❏ 5 Isa. 17–21
❏ 6 Isa. 22–25
❏ 7 Isa. 26–28
❏ 8 Isa. 29–31
❏ 9 Isa. 32–34
❏ 10 Isa. 35–37
❏ 11 Isa. 38–40
❏ 12 Isa. 41–42
❏ 13 Isa. 43–44
❏ 14 Isa. 45–47
❏ 15 Isa. 48–50
❏ 16 Isa. 51–53
❏ 17 Isa. 54–57
❏ 18 Isa. 58–60
❏ 19 Isa. 61–64
❏ 20 Isa. 65–66
❏ 21 james 1–5
❏ 22 jer. 1–3
❏ 23 jer. 4–5
❏ 24 jer. 6–8
❏ 25 jer. 9–11
❏ 26 jer. 12–14
❏ 27 jer. 15–17
❏ 28 jer. 18–21
❏ 29 jer. 22–23
❏ 30 jer. 24–26
❏ 31 jer. 27–29

NOVEMBER
❏ 1 jer. 30–31
❏ 2 jer. 32–34
❏ 3 jer. 35–37
❏ 4 jer. 38–41
❏ 5 jer. 42–45
❏ 6 jer. 46–48
❏ 7 jer. 49
❏ 8 jer. 50
❏ 9 jer. 51–52
❏ 10 lam. 1–2
❏ 11 lam. 3–5

❏ 12 1 Pet. 1–2
❏ 13 1 Pet. 3–5
❏ 14 ezek. 1–4
❏ 15 ezek. 5–9
❏ 16 ezek. 10–13
❏ 17 ezek. 14–16
❏ 18 ezek. 17–19
❏ 19 ezek. 20–21
❏ 20 ezek. 22–23
❏ 21 ezek. 24–26
❏ 22 ezek. 27–28
❏ 23 ezek. 29–31
❏ 24 ezek. 32–33
❏ 25 ezek. 34–36
❏ 26 ezek. 37–39
❏ 27 ezek. 40–42
❏ 28 ezek. 43–45
❏ 29 ezek. 46–48
❏ 30 2 Pet. 1–3

DECEMBER
❏ 1 Dan. 1–2
❏ 2 Dan. 3–4
❏ 3 Dan. 5–6
❏ 4 Dan. 7–9
❏ 5 Dan. 10–12
❏ 6 Hos. 1–4
❏ 7 Hos. 5–9
❏ 8 Hos. 10–14
❏ 9 joel 1–3
❏ 10 Amos 1–3
❏ 11 Amos 4–6
❏ 12 Amos 7–9
❏ 13 Obad. & jon.
❏ 14 1 john 1–5
❏ 15 mic. 1–4
❏ 16 mic. 5–7
❏ 17 Nah. 1–3
❏ 18 Hab. 1–3
❏ 19 Zeph. 1–3
❏ 20 Hag. 1–2
❏ 21 2, 3 john & jude
❏ 22 Zech. 1–6
❏ 23 Zech. 7–10
❏ 24 Zech. 11–14
❏ 25 mal. 1–4
❏ 26 rev. 1–3
❏ 27 rev. 4–7
❏ 28 rev. 8–12
❏ 29 rev. 13–16
❏ 30 rev. 17–19
❏ 31 rev. 20–22

37578 WBlC Vol 7_layout 1  4/16/14  2:34 Pm  Page 400




