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W esley Bible Lesson Commentary Volume 1 is a
powerful resource designed to support anyone

who desires to be a thoughtful student of God’s
Word—the kind of holy practitioner in God’s kingdom
who “correctly handles the word of truth” (2 Tim.
2:15). To that end, we’ve designed this lesson
commentary with particular features to make it as
broadly accessible and applicable as possible.

UNDATED
One key feature is that there are no date references

throughout the commentary and lessons. While the
contents of each lesson correlate with and support the
dated studies in the Wesley Adult Curriculum, the
contents within this commentary itself are identified
by units (instead of seasonal quarters) and lesson or
week numbers (without specific dates). This allows
other audiences to use the studies in Wesley Bible
Lesson Commentary Volume 1 in subsequent years
without the confusion of the curriculum’s dates and
seasons.

SMALL GROUP GUIDE CHANGE
Due to copyright permissions issues, we have

removed the printed biblical text for each lesson,
which in previous volumes had been located in the
“Small Group Guide” sections. We have provided
the reference for the given text so that readers can
still look up the passage in their own Bibles for
study. And we have in turn provided room to write
and explore answers to the questions.

COMMENTARY SERIES
The entire “Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary

Series” is located at the back of this book, identifying
all the Bible studies that will be available in this
seven-volume series. You can choose the study that
corresponds to your curriculum, or whatever Bible
book or topic best suits your small group Bible
study needs.

EASY REFERENCE TO ADULT
CURRICULUM SCHEDULE

The “Wesley Adult Bible Studies Scope and
Sequence” is located in the back of the book. It
connects each unit and lesson in this book to the dated
adult curriculum lessons. It is a quick reference for
any Wesley Adult Curriculum student who might
otherwise find the undated unit and lesson numbering
confusing.

CONVENIENTLY DESIGNED APPEARANCE
The lesson layout is familiar territory especially

for Wesley Adult Curriculum users, but it also 
is conveniently designed for new users of the 
commentary. Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary
users have readily embraced our updates and even
are joining us in making this powerful resource
available to those who desire to know God more
deeply, beyond the parameters of how curriculum
users have traditionally used it in the past. We are
seeing the fruits of our labors borne out; God’s
Word does not return void.

God’s richest blessings to you in your ministry,

Craig Bubeck
Director of Product Development

PS: I’d love to hear how your studies have been going.
Send me a note at editor@wesleyan.org.

ACCESSIBLE AND APPLICABLE



5

Whether you’re a teacher, small group leader, or student
of the Bible, Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary

Volume 1 will help you get more from your study time.

More for Teachers
• More confidence for teaching from in-depth
Bible commentary.

• More creativity in your teaching from
Interactive Learning Ideas.

• More variety in your lesson plans from helpful
sidebars, maps, and charts.

• More discussion by students from small group
guides and “What Do You Think?” sidebars.

• More activity in your class from tear-out
activities, puzzles, and games.

More for Students
• More knowledge from in-depth commentary
on each Bible lesson.

• More insight from Interactive Learning Ideas
you can explore.

• More clarity from impactful sidebar statements.
• More support for your Bible study from
guided readings and background Scriptures.

• More discovery through puzzles, games, and
activities that reinforce learning.

HERE’S WHAT YOU GET
Unit Preview

This helpful summary of
the unit highlights the key
ideas you will discover. Use
it to prepare for your study
of the lessons.

A map, chart, or other
graphic for each
unit brings focus to
important facts and
information.
Tip: Tear out the

graphics to use as
handouts for your
class!

Bible Commentary
The heart of each lesson’s

entry is a brief commentary on
the study text. This insightful
writing provides the 
background information 
that will bring each
Scripture passage to life!

Read this article first
in your lesson preparation.

Sidebars
Informative sidebars are

loaded with interesting facts
and discussion starters!

Use these nuggets of
information to enliven
your teaching and start
class discussion.

Maps, Charts, Graphics
Helpful maps, charts, and

other graphics bring clarity to
teaching points.

Use the larger items as
handouts for your class!

Interactive Learning Ideas
Each lesson includes 

four interactive, activity-based
options for exploring the 
content of the lesson. These
optional activities can be
used as alternative lesson
plans, in-class activities, 
or exercises for students 
to pursue on their own.

The four types of
activities are—

It’s a familiar story. It began when God delivered

the Israelites from some calamity. In response,

they worshiped Him gladly—for a while. Soon,

however, they forget all He had done and rebelled

against Him. So God judged them. Trouble came. The

people repented and turned to God for help, and

God forgave and delivered them. And the story

began again. 
That cycle continues throughout much of the Old

Testament. It is easy to scoff at the ancient children

of God and be amazed by their lack of commitment

to a faithful God, but if we look honestly at ourselves

and the times in which we live, we will see that the

story hasn’t changed much today. Even now, God’s

people repeat this cycle of unfaithfulness to the God

who is always here, always patient, always ready to

deliver us from the troubles of our own making. This

familiar story is what makes the Minor Prophets so

relevant to our relationship with God today. We can

relate to a rebellious people.

While each prophet’s message is nuanced by the

particular circumstances of his day, one theme emerges

from these writings that truly excites the imagination:

God is the God of second chances. While He ruthlessly

punishes sin, He always loves the sinner. He doesn’t

give up on us. Although He disciplines us, He is always

ready to forgive.

In the following unit, you will explore three 

discoveries about God’s judgment and mercy.

GOD JUDGES SIN

God offers extreme grace for the worst offenders.

Yet this God of radical forgiveness is also radically

intolerant of sin. He takes any sin among His holy

people most seriously. It grieves His heart when His

children rebel against Him, and it infuriates God to

see the arrogance that fuels their rebellion.

God allows us to defy His will, but only for a

while. Eventually, He will step in to bring judgment.

The church today leans heavily on the grace of God,

and rightly so—we can do nothing truly good

without God. Yet there is a danger that this mind-set

will lead first to arrogance and then to rebellion; we

may use God’s grace as a license to do as we please.

The sinful abuse of this freedom can last only so

long before God will act. The God of grace is also

holy and just.

GOD WARNS HIS PEOPLE

Rarely does God bring judgment without warning.

God offers a chance to repent—usually a second and

third chance as well. This was the point of sending

the prophets. Their task was to warn the people of

impending doom and exhort them to repent. Sadly,

the people rarely listened. Through these same

prophets—as well as through the ministry of the

Holy Spirit—God continues to urge His people to

abandon selfish ways and be fully devoted to Him.

God loves us enough to offer a second chance.

GOD RESTORES THE PENITENT

In ancient days, disaster was often the only thing

that would break the hard hearts of God’s people.

Once softened, however, the people invariably

turned back to God—their only true source of help.

And God always responded in the same way: He

loved them, forgave them, and restored them to a

full relationship with himself. Though God punished

His people, He never fully destroyed them. The fact

that God responds to the penitent heart is completely

inconsistent with other gods. Our all-powerful God

is able to temper justice with mercy. He loves and

forgives those who have wronged Him.

As you study the writings of these godly, 

passionate, often fiery-tongued prophets, allow their

message to have the same effect on your heart that

it did on many hearers of long ago—let it drive you

back into the arms of the God who loves you.

THE CYCLE OF
REVIVAL

Unit 2 Preview
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Hosea
14

God Loves
 the

Unfaithful

Yet the Isra
elites will b

e like the sa
nd on the s

eashore,

which cann
ot be measu

red or coun
ted. In the p

lace

where it wa
s said to the

m, “You are
 not my peo

ple,”

they will be
 called “son

s of the livi
ng God.”

And afterw
ard, I will p

our out my
 Spirit on a

ll people.

Your sons a
nd daughte

rs will prop
hesy, your o

ld men

will dream 
dreams, you

r young me
n will see v

isions.

But let just
ice roll on l

ike a river, 
righteousne

ss like a

never-failin
g stream!

You should 
not look dow

n on your b
rother in the

 day of

his misfortu
ne, nor rejoi

ce over the 
people of Ju

dah in the

day of their 
destruction,

 nor boast so
 much in the

 day of

their trouble
.

But Nineve
h has more

 than a hun
dred and tw

enty 

thousand pe
ople who c

annot tell th
eir right ha

nd from

their left, an
d many cat

tle as well. 
Should I no

t be 

concerned a
bout that gr

eat city?

PROPHET
CHAPTERS

KEY
REFERENCETHEME

TEXT

Joel
3

The Day of
 the

Lord

Amos
9

National
Accountabi

lity

Obadiah
1

Judgment o
n

Treachery

Jonah
4

1:10

2:28

5:24

12

4:11
God’s Love

 for 
All People He has sho

wed you, O
 man, what

 is good. An
d what

does the LO
RD require o

f you? To a
ct justly an

d to love

mercy and 
to walk hum

bly with yo
ur God.

Micah
7

6:8
Justice Mat

ters
Look, there

 on the mou
ntains, the f

eet of one w
ho brings

good news, 
who proclai

ms peace! C
elebrate you

r festi-

vals, O Juda
h, and fulfil

l your vows
. No more w

ill the

wicked inva
de you; they

 will be com
pletely destr

oyed.

Nahum
3

1:15
Destruction

 
of the Wick

ed
The Sovere

ign LORD is
 my strength

; he makes 
my feet

like the feet
 of a deer, h

e enables m
e to go on th

e heights.

For the dire
ctor of mus

ic. On my s
tringed instr

uments.

Habakkuk
3

3:19
Trusting Go

d
The LORD y

our God is 
with you, h

e is mighty
 to save.

He will tak
e great deli

ght in you, 
he will quie

t you with

his love, he
 will rejoice

 over you w
ith singing.

Zephaniah
3

3:17
The Lord 
Saves “The glory 

of this pres
ent house w

ill be greate
r than the

glory of the
 former hou

se,” says th
e LORD Alm

ighty.

“And in thi
s place I wi

ll grant pea
ce,” declare

s the

LORD Almi
ghty.

Haggai
2

2:9
Put God Fi

rst

The LORD w
ill be king o

ver the who
le earth. On

 that day

there will be
 one LORD, 

and his nam
e the only n

ame.

Zechariah
14

14:9
The Comin

g
King But for you

 who revere
 my name, t

he sun of rig
hteousness

will rise wit
h healing in

 its wings. A
nd you will 

go out

and leap lik
e calves rele

ased from th
e stall.

Malachi
4

4:2God’s 
Judgment

THEMES OF THE
MINOR PROPH

ETS

The Minor 
Prophets ar

e lesser onl
y in their v

olume of co
ntent as com

pared 

with the wr
itings of Isa

iah, Jeremia
h, Ezekiel, 

and Daniel.
 These “min

or” books 

offer vitally
 important 

warnings an
d encourag

ements for 
God’s peop

le. 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?

What is the 
purpose of 

fasting, and
 is it a spirit

ual

discipline th
at should be

practiced to
day? 

   

   
    

   

     

    
   

   

    

       

    

   
 

    for only o
ne fast per

 year—on 
the Day of

  
 wever, acco

rding to Scr
ipture, they

 could also

     
  2 Chron. 2

0:1–10). No
te that this 

fast in Joel

      y the prie
sts. 

     often an
 act of desp

eration or p
rotest. It is 

a

     
  do what

 we want. B
ut fasting in

 Scripture i
s

      
 of opening

 up our hea
rts to the w

ork of God.

      and Jesus f
asting for fo

rty days in p
reparation

      m to do (se
e Ex. 34:28

; Matt. 4:1–
11).

     g His peopl
e to return t

o Him not o
nly by fast-

     ing. The we
eping and m

ourning rep
resents a

      committed
. This was 

part of the 
repentance

 
 s “to change

 your mind.
” When we 

repent, we

       but we also
 have a des

ire to turn f
rom the sin

     y times peo
ple only fee

l sorry that 
they were

      ly changing
 their mind 

to the exten
t that they

      r sin. When
 we genuin

ely repent, 
we have a

      n begin to w
alk in a diff

erent directi
on. 

     “Rend your h
eart and n

ot your gar
ments”

 
   ng was ofte

n accompan
ied by outw

ard signs

  
    on the grou

nd and wee
ping, puttin

g ashes on

   
 d tearing c

lothing. Al
l these acti

ons would

       person w
as fasting. 

God wasn’
t looking fo

r

     for inward
 changes. I

n Psalm 51
:17, David

      a broken sp
irit; a broke

n and contr
ite heart.”

      enuinely 
were repent

ing of their
 sin  
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Joel 1:15 

Joel 2:1 

Joel 2:11 

Joel 2:31 

Joel 3:14 

Amos 5:18
 

Amos 5:20
 

Obadiah 1:
15 

Zephaniah 
1:7 

Zephaniah 
1:14 

Zechariah 1
4:1 

Malachi 4:5
 

THE DAY OF THE LORD

INTERACTIVE LE
ARNING IDEAS
TAKING IT TO THE STREET

Sing Out
Is there som

eone in you
r class or ch

urch who h
as

musical abi
lity? If so, 

ask that per
son to put p

art of

your Script
ure to musi

c. First Pet
er 3:12 say

s, “For

the eyes of 
the Lord are

 on the righ
teous and h

is ears

are attentiv
e to their pr

ayer.” Your
 resident m

usician

can put the
se words to

 a familiar 
tune or wri

te an

original me
lody. Plan to

 have your m
usic-writer 

teach

this song t
o the class

 the next t
ime you m

eet and

anticipate s
inging it tog

ether for we
eks to come

.

WITH YOUR FAMILY

Cleansing W
ater

Read 1 Pet
er 3:20–22 

and recoun
t, together, 

the

story of Noa
h. Talk abou

t the symbo
lism the floo

d has

for baptism
 today. 

Read toget
her Matthe

w 28:19–2
0. Then re

ad

Romans 6:1
–4. 

Discuss the
 following 

questions to
gether: 

• What do
es baptism 

mean to yo
u? 

• Why do 
you think b

aptism is so
 important?

• Why do y
ou think Jes

us makes ba
ptism such 

a

big deal?
• What do

 you think 
Paul meant

 when he s
aid

that all who
 were bapti

zed were ba
ptized into

Jesus’ death
? Does that

 have speci
al meaning

to you?

If you have
 any family

 members w
ho have exp

eri-

enced baptis
m, have the

m share the
ir personal b

aptism

story with t
he family.

GET THE CLASS INVOLVED

Christ’s Exa
mple

What theolo
gical implic

ations abou
t the cross c

an

you draw fr
om 1 Peter 3

:18? Make a
 list for ever

yone

to see. Her
e’s an exam

ple to get y
ou started: 

“The

righteous fo
r the unrigh

teous” tells 
us that Chri

st was

sinless (rig
hteous), be

coming our
 atonement

when

we could no
t atone for o

ur own sin.

Over and ov
er again, Pe

ter used Chr
ist’s sufferin

g

as substanti
ation for su

ffering of o
ur own (see

 v. 17

as well). C
hrist provid

ed the perf
ect exampl

e—He

suffered for
 doing what

 was right. S
hare a time 

when

you suffere
d and how

 the knowl
edge of Ch

rist’s 

suffering m
ight have h

elped you. 

TRY THIS ON YOUR OWN

David’s Prai
se

Read 1 Pet
er 3:10–12.

 Peter was 
quoting a s

ec-

tion of Psal
m 34. Now

 turn to Psa
lm 34; this 

is one

of the teach
ing psalms 

that probab
ly belonged

 to a

collection o
f poems th

at were use
d for instru

ction

(see v. 11 fo
r indication

 of this teac
hing). 

Young peop
le would lea

rn this poem
 by heart. To

help with t
his memori

zation, the 
poem was 

com-

posed alph
abetically. 

The first v
erse begins

 with

Aleph and t
he second w

ith Bet, and
 so on inclu

ding

all twenty-t
wo letters i

n the Hebre
w alphabet 

in the

psalm’s twe
nty-two ver

ses. 

Read this p
oem aloud 

as a class b
y using fou

r

volunteers. 
The first p

erson reads
 verses 1–3

. The

second rea
ds verses 4

–7. The th
ird reads v

erses

8–10. And 
the last pers

on reads ve
rses 15–18.

Chances are
 that Peter h

ad memoriz
ed this psal

m

as a young 
boy and wa

s quoting it
 from memo

ry. He

also knew t
hat many o

f his reader
s would rec

ognize

the psalm a
s familiar. 

HOW TO HOLD ON
WHEN LIFE G

ETS TOUGH

THE LETTER
S OF PETER

AND JUDE

202

“I will bless
 the LORD at all times

; his praise

shall contin
ually be in 

my mouth. 
My soul

makes its b
oast in the 

LORD; let the
 humble

hear and b
e glad. O m

agnify the L
ORD with

me, and let
 us exalt hi

s name toge
ther.”

—Psalm 34:1–3 NRSV

WHY THIS MATTERSWhen the Pharisees posed a question to Jesus on the validity of certain

grounds for divorce, they no doubt sought to trap or goad Him into a politically

loaded response. But they asked a good question, and one that has relevance

for today. When is it OK to get a divorce?  
Few issues have been more difficult for the church to completely resolve.

Christians have variously fallen into the opposite errors of casually accepting

divorce or denying that there are any valid grounds for it whatsoever. Jesus’

answer, as usual, redirects the question. Rather than talking about divorce, Jesus

talked about the sanctity of marriage. The apostle Paul, too, spoke on this subject,

not in response to a question from critics, but as an answer to the real-life moral

dilemmas that faced an early Christian congregation.

This lesson explores this still-volatile issue and brings clarity and guidance

for modern-day Christians who must find practical answers to the same questions

faced by Jesus and Paul. When is it permissible to divorce and how should we

think about marriage?
BIBLE COMMENTARYThese Scripture passages are often the focus of much discussion in attempts

to clarify what the Bible says about divorce and marriage. While the matter of

divorce is certainly a part of these Scriptures, one must note that God’s plan for

marriage is the main impetus of the passages.
In the Jewish context, the wife was literally the property of her husband. She

could not initiate legal divorce proceedings for any reason. She was considered

property with no legal rights. If the husband initiated divorce, it was his

responsibility to return the dowry received at the time of marriage, though an

exception would be made in the case of flagrant immorality on his wife’s part.

It was relatively easy for the husband to divorce.

The reality of marriage in biblical times, as in our world today, did not always

agree with the high ideal that God placed on the institution of marriage. Jesus

alluded to these marriage realities, and Paul brought them up more overtly in his

first letter to the Corinthians. Paul took occasion in his letter to both rearticulate

the commands of Jesus and to make his own divinely inspired comment on

those words in order to apply it to the real-life situations he was encountering

in Corinth.
God’s Marriage Plan (Matt. 19:3–9)
Subsequent to Jesus’ teaching in the Galilee region, He went to the west

side of the Jordan River where large crowds followed Him and He healed them.

The Pharisees, seemingly always attempting to trap Jesus in His teachings,

THE SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE
Matthew 19:3–9; 1 Corinthians 7:10–17

Marriage is a sacred relationship with God-ordained responsibilities.
LESSON 4

KEY VERSETherefore what God has joined
together, let man not separate.—Matthew 19:6

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURESGenesis 1:27Creation of male and femaleGenesis 2:20–25Creation of Eve and first marriageExodus 20:14Command against adulteryDeuteronomy 24:1–4Teaching on marriageMalachi 2:10–16Faithfulness and divorce
Matthew 5:27–32; Mark 10:1–12Jesus’ teachings onadultery and divorceMatthew 19:10–12Jesus’ teachings on celibacy1 Corinthians 5:1–5Immorality in theCorinthian church

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Monday: 1 John 2:15–17 Tuesday: 1 Corinthians5:9–13 Wednesday: Ephesians 5:1–7 

Thursday: 1 Peter 4:1–6 Friday: 2 Corinthians10:1–6 Saturday: Matthew 19:3–9 
Sunday: Psalm 32:8–11

Unit 4
L4

WHAT DO YOU THINK?Is the peace Micah proclaimed
that Jesus would bring purely
a spiritual peace, or is it apeace among people also? If it is the latter, should weexpect Christ to bring peaceto our world now?

THE JOURNEY TOBETHLEHEMLuke 2:1–7Caesar’s decree for a censusof the entire Roman Empiremade it necessary for Josephand Mary to leave theirhometown, Nazareth, andjourney the seventy miles to the Judean village ofBethlehem.

AHA!The incarnate Jesus was fully
human and fully divine, theonly person qualified tobecome our Savior.

war, Jesus came to bring peace (compare John 14:27; 20:19, 21, 26). The peace

that passes all human understanding and the peace that comes to a repentant

sinner is a peace like no other. It is given only by Christ who blessed those who

were also peacemakers because they are really the sons of God (Matt. 5:9).

An Emperor’s Decree Coincided with God’s Plan (Luke 2:1–3)

Rather than conclude that God has a predetermined, predestined plan for

every person and event in history, as free choosing creatures made in His

image, we find that our choices do coincide with God’s sovereign designs, just

as did the decree of Caesar Augustus. A clear example of this in the Old

Testament is the story of Hannah, the mother of Samuel. She was

not able to have children because the Lord had not answered the

prayer of her barren state. But as she prayed at the tabernacle, where

Eli was serving as priest and prophet, he told her that she would have

a child. Sure enough, Samuel was born, and, as she had promised the

Lord, she gave the child to God to help Eli at the tabernacle. Because

Eli’s sons had been wicked they were not in a position to succeed

their father in the role he carried. By the time Eli was no longer

able to serve, Samuel was old enough to succeed him as priest and

prophet. The clear point is that Hannah’s prayer for a son exactly

corresponded with God’s need for a man.
Augustus was born in 63 BC, the great-nephew of Julius Caesar,

and became the first Roman emperor. After the death of Herod the

Great, April 1, 4 BC, Augustus continued to serve until his death

August 19, AD 14. Luke is regarded as the most accurate historian

and, since he was writing primarily for Greek readers who would

be interested in and understand this information, it was important

that the political data be recorded when the Messiah was born.

Luke is also the only gospel writer who records that it was the first census when

Quirinius was governor of Syria, probably in 5 BC. That note was significant

because for many years it was thought Luke had erred, due to a time discrep-

ancy in the date of Jesus’ birth. Archaeologists have found ancient papyri that

show Quirinius was twice governor of Syria, the second time in AD 7, which

was about twelve years after Jesus was born. That period obviously was not

when Jesus was born.It was required by law that every person must be enrolled for the census for

the government to collect taxes and also to have an accurate record of those who

might be called upon to serve in the military. The Jews were not required to

serve in the Roman armies, but their taxes were much needed. The decree for

the census, as well as the place to pay taxes, exactly corresponded to God’s plan

for Jesus to be born right where Micah had predicted He would be. It was a very

heavy burden at this time for Joseph and Mary to travel from Nazareth, because

everyone went to his own town to register (v. 3). Both Joseph and Mary were

descendents of David, whose hometown was Bethlehem. The journey of at least

seventy miles was over rocky mountain terrain. It would have taken Mary and

her unborn child, with Joseph and perhaps a small donkey to carry Mary and

their necessities, up to a week to make the journey. 
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• Class Try this group activity with your
Sunday school or small group.

• Individual Do this activity at home on your
own.

• Outside Engage your group in an activity
outside the church or home.

• Family Learn together with children 
or grandchildren, using these
interactive ideas geared for kids.

Small Group Guide
Use this handy tear-out

sheet to start a Bible study
group at work or in your
home, or use the thought-
provoking questions to
boost the discussion in
your existing class.

Tip: You can use this page as an alternative
method of teaching your class!

Reproducible Activity
Pages

Puzzles, maps, charts, fun!
Each lesson has one activity
you can do by 
yourself or with your group.
(Permission is granted to
reproduce these pages for
use in your local church.)

6

Here are some tips for making the most of this
valuable Bible study resource.

Through the Week
If you’re a teacher, group leader, or simply enjoy

reading the Bible, here’s how to make the most of
this resource:

• Follow the daily Bible readings throughout
the week to get you primed for the study.

• Read the study passage (always listed as
Saturday’s reading).

• Dig in, using the Bible commentary and side-
bars.

• Choose an Interactive Learning Idea for
yourself or your family.

• Enjoy the reproducible activity page that
accompanies each lesson.

Preparing for Sunday
If you’re a Bible study leader or Sunday school

teacher, this resource will double the effectiveness
of your preparation time. 

• Prepare for teaching, using the Bible 
commentary.

• Consider an Interactive Learning Idea for
your class or group.

• Pepper your teaching with questions and
Aha! moments from the sidebars.

• Direct discussion, using the small group
guide.

• Distribute the reproducible activity page
(permission granted for use in your local
church).

• Challenge your group to use Wesley Bible
Lesson Commentary Volume 1 for their own
study and spiritual growth.

Have a Great Idea?
We’d love to hear your ideas for making this

resource even better! E-mail your comments to 
editor@wesleyan.org.

HOW TO HOLD ON WHEN LIFE GETS TOUGH

THE LETTER
S OF PETER AND JUDE

SMALL GROUP GUIDE

INTO THE SUBJECT

The crucifix
ion and resu

rrection of 
Jesus are th

e heart of th
e gospel—the good ne

ws that Jesu
s

is Lord. Th
e resurrecti

on assures 
the believer

 that God’s
 new creati

on is alread
y in progre

ss.

INTO THE WORD

INTO THE WORLD

Make a list of
 ways you w

ill glorify G
od in spite 

of the suffe
ring you m

ay be facin
g.

Experiencin
g Resurrect

ion Power

1 Peter 3:8–22

The resurrection of Jesus Christ empowers Christians today.

1. Some C
hristians te

ach that b
elievers

who have e
nough faith

 are reward
ed by

God with li
ves of ease

 and comfo
rt. Do

you believe
 that is true

? What evidenc
e

supports yo
ur view?

2. Describe
 Christ’s atti

tude toward
 suffering.

3. List the 
benefits of 

suffering th
at you see

described i
n 1 Peter 3

:8–22. What else

come to mi
nd based on

 other Scrip
tures?

4. What role can
 suffering p

lay in the de
vel-

opment of h
oliness?

5. Why would n
onbelievers

 “heap abu
se”

on Christian
s? Describe

 instances o
f this,

either from
 history or

 from your
 own

experience.

6. How do
es suffering

 make it d
ifficult to

remain clea
r minded a

nd self-con
trolled

(see vv. 15–
16)? 

7. Based on
 these verse

s, what advi
ce would

you give to 
someone wh

o is sufferin
g?

8. Describe
 the role of 

the church i
n coping

with sufferi
ng? What example

s have you

seen of how
 the fellows

hip of Chris
tians

relieves suf
fering?

9. What does it m
ean to faith

fully admin
is-

ter God’s g
race in its 

various for
ms to

those who 
are sufferin

g? In what
 ways

does your c
hurch or sm

all group do
 this?

In what wa
ys are you 

involved?

10. What could y
our church 

or small gr
oup

do to reliev
e the sufferi

ng of those 
within

your churc
h? In your co

mmunity? 
In

other count
ries?

FAITH

Is your life a rock upon which Christ can mature your faith? Has your faith created in you a desire to

know more?To add to this virtue, I will _________________________________________________.
GOODNESS

How much do you want to have the character of God in your life? What sacrifices are you willing to make

to draw closer to God? What attitude might be keeping you from His goodness?

To add to this virtue, I will _________________________________________________.
KNOWLEDGE

Are you gaining knowledge of God through His Word? How have you applied that knowledge to your life?

What was the result? To add to this virtue, I will _________________________________________________.
SELF-CONTROL

Does the Holy Spirit now have full control of your life? Can you identify areas of your life where you

have gained victory? Are there areas in which you still struggle to submit to God? 

To add to this virtue, I will _________________________________________________.
PERSEVERANCE

Are you making continual progress in your growth to maturity? Is your Christian experience based

mostly on your feelings or on your knowledge of the truth? 

To add to this virtue, I will _________________________________________________.
GODLINESS

How closely does your life match the perfect example of godliness seen in Jesus Christ? What things

might keep you from experiencing a greater measure of God’s presence in your life?

To add to this virtue, I will _________________________________________________.
BROTHERLY KINDNESS

How easily do you tolerate the shortcomings of others? How readily do you forgive? Is your communication

with others characterized by gentleness and patience?

To add to this virtue, I will _________________________________________________.
LOVE

Have you ever experienced a time when you made some sacrifice for others that went beyond even your

own expectations? Has God filled your heart with sincere love?

To add to this virtue, I will _________________________________________________.

PETER’S LIST OF VIRTUES
A Christian seeks spiritual maturity by learning from the mistakes of the churches in 

Revelation 3, and by adding the virtues listed in 2 Peter 1:3–8 to his or her faith. Honestly 

evaluate each one in your life, then identify one action that will add to that virtue.

TIPS FOR USING THIS RESOURCE
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JESUS SPEAIKS TO YOUR CHURCH
Studies in Revelation
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Several approaches to the book of Revelation
are popular today. Some Christians read the

Apocalypse with a newspaper in hand, plotting the
connections and building theories of the end times.
Others approach John’s vision with a heart of
skepticism, believing it constitutes nothing more
than a science fiction short story. Others avoid the
book altogether, too confused by the symbols John
uses or too frightened by his imagery. But when we
put down the newspaper, temper our skepticism,
and overcome our fears, we find here the beautiful
culmination of the story of salvation that began in
Genesis.

This climactic “rest of the story” is told with
amazing—and bewildering—color and imagery, but
a single theme breaks through to give clarity and
peace: Jesus, the Lamb of God, overcomes evil and
welcomes His children into His kingdom. 

Jesus wins! 
He defeats the Devil and his army to set the

world back in order. In each of the thirteen lessons
of this quarter, we will follow this theme, this Lamb,
and trace the story of the salvation of humankind.

You might wonder why such a mysterious book
was chosen to close the canon of Scripture and
proclaim God’s ultimate victory. Here are three 
discoveries you will make that will greatly enhance
your understanding and love for this prophetic
book.

REVELATION LOOKS BACK AS MUCH AS
FORWARD

If, while reading Revelation, you discover that
some of its references are strangely familiar, don’t be
alarmed. Revelation contains more than three hundred

allusions to the Old Testament. Many were meant to
clue us in to the fact that the events described are the
fulfillment of past prophecies. In the very first lesson
of this unit, Jesus describes himself as the Alpha and
the Omega. With this phrase, Jesus connects the dots
of human history. He stands at the very beginning of
time, He is now, and He will be in the future.

JESUS IS THE CONQUERING LAMB
While the opening visions of Jesus with blazing

eyes and bronze feet are startling, the most powerful
image is of Jesus as the slain lamb. This picture
poetically brings together two seeming opposites:
power and humility. Jesus isn’t a brash dictator who
takes His victory by force; instead He displays His
force through sacrifice and deep love. 

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN
Revelation issues a strong appeal for the church

of Jesus Christ to be ready for Christ’s return. While
it is true that He will return, it is also true that the
Holy Spirit is now present, working in our midst.
The Spirit enlivens the church to do the work Jesus
has called us to. Ours is not a distant god. He is here
now, and He is coming again.

Conflicting ideas and controversial theories about
the events surrounding the end of time have caused
many readers to flee from Revelation in glassy-eyed
confusion. That need not be! Through this rich,
mysterious writing, we gain confidence of what is
(the gospel that we now proclaim) and what will be
(the glorious return of our Lord and Christ). Here is
the only book of the Bible that comes with a blessing
for those who read it.

Dig in and discover this blessing for yourself!

JESUS WINS!
Unit 1 Preview
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THE GLORY OF THE ETERNAL CHRIST
Revelation 1:1–3, 9–20

God has a plan for the future, and He is ready to reveal it.
LESSON 1

KEY VERSE
Do not be afraid. I am the First
and the Last. I am the Living
One; I was dead, and behold I
am alive for ever and ever!
And I hold the keys of death
and Hades.

—Revelation 1:17–18

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES
Isaiah 6:1–13

Isaiah’s call and vision
Ezekiel 1:1–28

Ezekiel’s call and vision 
Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14

Son of Man
Matthew 18:19–20

Jesus with believers

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Monday: Isaiah 44:21–28
Tuesday: John 12:37–50
Wednesday: Exodus 12:1–14
Thursday: Romans 13:8–14
Friday: 2 Timothy

2:1–10
Saturday: Revelation

1:1–3, 9–20
Sunday: Psalm 119:17–24

WHY THIS MATTERS
People love to argue about meaningless details. That was true of the Pharisees

and Sadducees, who peppered Jesus with trick questions. It was true of early
Christians, whom Paul warned to avoid “godless myths and old wives’ tales” 
(1 Tim. 4:7). And it is often true of believers today.

In particular, people love to speculate on the events concerning the return of
Christ. In 1988 a man wrote a book called 88 Reasons Why the Rapture Will Be
in 1988. Proponents distributed three million copies of the book. When Jesus did
not return in 1988, he revised the book and published 89 Reasons Why the
Rapture Will Be in 1989. Not surprisingly, it did not sell as well as the first book.
The problem with speculating about unanswerable questions and other debatable
matters is that it takes our attention away from more important things.

This lesson will help us get past relatively unimportant details, such as the
exact date and time of Christ’s return, and focus on the big picture—God’s
ultimate plan to redeem humankind. Jesus is the central figure in this plan, and
the awesome description of Him in our study reassures all believers that He
already won the ultimate victory.

BIBLE COMMENTARY
Revelation is intriguing, yet perplexing. Written in the form of an epistle, it

was intended for a specific audience, addressing specific concerns and needs.
Many people avoid reading it due to the generous use of symbols and metaphors.
However, it is the only book of the Bible accompanied by a promise of blessing
for its readers.

Revelation is best described as “apocalyptic literature.” (The word apocalypse
means “revelation” or “unveiling.”) This style of writing was popular from 200
BC to AD 100. The writer often takes the reader on a journey outside reality to
deal with issues too personal and tender to deal with directly. He or she unveils
difficult truths for the reader, assigning commonly known characters, places,
and events to symbolic or imaginary creatures and places. In doing so, the writer
records events from the perspective of the hidden reality not seen in the history
written by the rich and powerful. (Further information about this type of writing
may be found in the commentary Revelation by Richard K. Eckley.)

Revelation is prophetic. The apocalyptic writers wrote in the tradition of the
prophets. They borrowed from the prophets, but they held to a view that favored
a more dramatic end of the world. Where the prophets predicted judgment, the
apocalyptic writers dramatized it. They used graphic language and frightening,
larger-than-life creatures and symbols to foretell what was to come. 

Revelation conveys the ongoing battle between good and evil. Apocalyptic
writers incorporated angels and demons as important characters in the drama,

Unit 1
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Why do some Christians get
so absorbed with setting a
date for Christ’s return? 

AHA!
The main subject of
Revelation is . . . God!

DID YOU KNOW?
Another name for the book of
Revelation is the Apocalypse,
which is derived from a Greek
word meaning “uncovered” 
or “unveiled.”

with angels often serving as tour guides and interpreters. The attitude of the
apocalyptic writers was generally pessimistic.

The book of Revelation is generally interpreted through one of four viewpoints:
the futurist view, the historicist view, the idealist view, and the preterist view. All
four divide the book between the third and fourth chapters as differentiating
between what is and what is to come. The futurist view is the most well-known
position. This position asserts that the events depicted after chapter 3 are yet to
be fulfilled. The historicist approach views the events of Revelation as an overar-
ching course of history from the time of the apostles to the end of the world.
Fulfillment has been going on for two thousand years and continues at present.
This view is the historic Protestant interpretation. The idealist position interprets
the book as a great drama displaying transcendent spiritual realities, such as the
many conflicts between good and evil, rather than identifying specific fulfillments
of events, visions, and symbols. The Preterist perspective places fulfillment soon
after it was written, in the first century—in ancient history from our vantage point,
but still future to the author. Some preterists believe the final chapters depict the
coming of Christ, while others believe the entire book is complete in fulfillment.

John Introduced the Book (Rev. 1:1–3)
The opening sentence states the book’s purpose and produces controversy as

to its exact meaning: Does the phrase the revelation from Jesus Christ (v. 1)
denote Jesus as the revealer or the revealed? Either interpretation is supported
by the language. The stated purpose of the book is to show his servants what
must soon take place. Ultimately, Jesus is both the revealer and the revealed.
What must take place involves a revelation of Jesus. The events described in
Revelation cannot be separated from Jesus. He actively accompanies the action,
often instituting it. The message and events give us a greater understanding of
Jesus, and a glimpse into His majesty, glory, and authority.

The message comes to John by means of an angel. John, an eyewitness of the
life of Jesus, was now a witness of all the angel showed him, containing both the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus (v. 2). Both are ways of describing the
gospel.

Again, this is the only biblical book accompanied by the promise of a bless-
ing, the first of seven beatitudes found in Revelation. This blessing is twofold,
involving both the reader and the one who hears and obeys it. Because, of
course, the book of Revelation was originally a letter, not every individual could
read it for him- or herself. Hence the differentiation between the reader, who
would read the letter in the public assembly, and those who would hear his read-
ing. The blessing further extends to those who would read, hear, and obey these
words down through history. The fact that an admonition to obedience accom-
panies the blessing indicates moral instruction as well as prediction. This
response is required because the time is near (v. 3), indicating an urgency to
reading, hearing, and responding to the message.

John Described the Son of Man (Rev. 1:9–16)
Immediately following a greeting and doxology directed to the recipients, John

launched into his first vision. He began by establishing the context, indentifying
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
In what ways is understanding
Revelation like or unlike
interpreting a highly symbolic
painting?

AHA!
A vision of the future is 
fine, but a vision of Jesus 
is even better.

DID YOU KNOW?
The phrase “one like a son 
of man” appears also in the
book of Daniel, which holds 
a similar description of Christ
(see Dan. 7:13). The term son
of man appears 183 times in
the Bible and is often used 
to emphasize the humanity 
of the one described 
(see Ezek. 30:2).

with his readers as brother and companion (v. 9). The term brother was com-
mon for those in the faith, denoting the familial relationship through Christ. The
term companion brings to mind the relationship of fellow travelers on this jour-
ney of faith, enduring common hardships. Their brotherhood and companionship
is tied by suffering and kingdom and patient endurance.
Suffering refers to the consequences of living as a believer in Jesus. Second

Timothy 3:12 supports this notion. Regardless of the date one accepts for the
writing of Revelation, AD 67 or 95, intense persecution was upon the church.
Christians were being imprisoned or put to death—many in the coliseum as
part of Rome’s public entertainment.
Kingdom refers to the already-established reign of Jesus through His atoning

work. This includes the messianic blessedness promised to those who follow Him.
John reminded his readers of Jesus’ promise that they would be blessed because
of their persecution (see Matt. 5:11). Additionally, he called them to a life of hope,
looking to the future when the kingdom would be consummated by Jesus.
Patient endurance refers to the attitude John called his readers to reflect.

All through Revelation, he assured them that this present suffering was only for
a while and offered hope that those who endure would receive a great reward.

John began writing Revelation on the island of Patmos (Rev. 1:9) on the
Lord’s Day (v. 10). Church tradition has established that John was exiled there
by the Roman government, which often banished those they perceived as a
threat to the order and goodwill of the empire. The Lord’s Day is generally
accepted as the first day of the week, which had become the day of celebration
and worship for the Christian church.

In the tradition of Ezekiel and Isaiah, John received his call to ministry accom-
panied by a vision of Jesus. He wrote, I heard behind me a loud voice like a
trumpet (v. 10). The voice instructed him: “Write on a scroll what you see and
send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea” (v. 11). These churches were likely chosen
because they probably comprised the major postal centers of Asia. The number
seven has significance, indicating completeness, which may translate to the mes-
sage being for all churches of all time, not just seven historical churches of Asia.

John now arrived at the actual vision. He recorded, I turned around to see
the voice that was speaking to me (v. 12). We rarely think of seeing a voice.
This sentence makes us think that the voice was so awesome John expected it
to be part of a great scene. Like a mighty waterfall, the sound elicits the expec-
tation of a grand visual display. John was greeted with such a scene.
And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands (v. 12). John turned to

see the voice, but the first thing he saw was the lampstands. These stands each
held an oil lamp on top. (They were not candleholders; candles were not invented
until the Middle Ages.) We are not given any indication as to their arrangement,
but among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man” (v. 13). Again,
details are left to our imagination; John did not specify how the person was
among the lampstands. His presence is significant, however, as we will see later.

By using the term “son of man,” John guided his audience toward thinking
of a passage common to them, Daniel 7. His use of the phrase was no accident;
undoubtedly he hoped to stimulate his audience to reflect on the similarities.
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“I hold the keys to death 
and Hades.”

WHAT ABOUT YOU?
What might change in your
life if, like John, you had a
face-to-face vision of the 
living Christ?

PRAYER
O Christ my Lord and King, 
I fall before You in total 
submission in the face of 
Your glory, majesty, and 
holiness. Purify my mind 
and strengthen my faith, so
that I will become like 
You in this world.

This term was the most common description used by Jesus for himself.
In this phrase, John brilliantly introduced Jesus as the character he envi-
sioned and established Jesus’ divinity by linking the vision to the Daniel
passage.

The one like a son of man was dressed in a robe reaching down to
his feet (Rev. 1:13). This indicates a priestly robe, establishing one of
the roles of Jesus. A further role—that of king—is defined by the
description of a golden sash around his chest. The description of His
head and hair match those given in Daniel. However, in Daniel the blaz-
ing fire projects from His throne, and in Revelation his eyes were like
blazing fire (v. 14). Below His robe could be seen His feet like bronze
glowing in a furnace (v. 15). The voice that originally captured John’s
attention is again described as the sound of rushing waters, bringing
to mind a great waterfall thundering over the rocks.

The number seven surfaces again as John described the stars held in
Jesus’ right hand. The word of God is portrayed as a sharp double-edged
sword (v. 16) coming out of His mouth. His face was like the sun shining in
all its brilliance. There is no doubt that this image took John back to a moment
on the top of a mountain where he had seen Jesus in all His glory. 

John Recorded the Instructions (Rev. 1:17–20)
John responded to this vision in a manner typical to the human encounter-

ing the divine. He fell at his feet as though dead (v. 17). Jesus reached out His
hand to assure John that all was well. If any doubt was left regarding His iden-
tity, it was removed with the words that followed. Jesus described himself with
phrases unique to His character and affirming of His divinity. This assurance is
followed by instructions reiterating the purpose stated in verse 1.

Jesus gave John an explanation of the stars in His hand and the lampstands
that surrounded Him. Many have pondered the exact identity of the angels of
the seven churches (v. 20), and the next lesson offers a plausible and helpful
explanation. Jesus amid the churches, represented by the lampstands, is an
assuring and appropriate picture. It is in the gathered church that the presence
of Jesus is found.

As John launched into this great work of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, it
is appropriate that he would begin with a picture of Jesus. He established the
presence of Jesus in His church and in His specific churches. He established
the divinity of Jesus and His role as prophet, priest, and king. Those first hear-
ing this message during intense persecution would receive tremendous hope
that they had not been forgotten by Jesus. Though He ascended, He was still
present with them and with us today. We rejoice in this great promise.
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INTERACTIVE LEARNING IDEAS
TAKING IT TO THE STREET 
Church Hopping

Get to know some of your Christian neighbors this
week by visiting several of the churches in your area.
You might consider attending one of the services or
activities that are open to the public, or you could call
ahead to arrange a brief walk-through visit. Before you
go, here’s what you’ll need to remember:

• Call ahead. It’s polite to call the church ahead of
time to see when it’s convenient to stop by.

• Keep it brief. Church staff members are often
very busy, so limit your visit to about twenty
minutes.

• Be respectful. While other Christians may wor-
ship differently than you do, Jesus loves us all!

• Ask, observe, and learn. Notice the differences
in architecture, worship schedules, pastoral
staff roles and titles, and practices. Ask ques-
tions to understand why other believers gather
and worship as they do.

When you’re finished, write an e-mail to a friend
and describe which church most appeals to you and
why, or talk about the experience with your group.

WITH YOUR FAMILY 
All about Angels

Probably no subject in the Bible arouses more
curiosity—and debate—than the subject of angels.
Here’s something you can do to explore this topic with
your family.

First, gather all the images of angels you can find.
There may be some in the books in your home, or
you might get some from friends. 

Once you have gathered your images, turn to the
Bible to see what it says about the subject. Use a con-
cordance (or search online) to gather all the Bible
passages you can find that mention angels. Make a
list of the characteristics of angels in the Bible. 

Next, compare your discovery about angels with the
depictions you commonly see in books, magazines, or
other places. What’s the same? What’s different?

Finally, write one sentence that summarizes what
you now know about these heavenly beings.

GET THE CLASS INVOLVED 
Who Is the Son of Man?

Have you ever wondered about the various names
or titles for Jesus that appear in the Bible? There are
many, and this lesson’s Scripture used one of the most
common and mysterious: the Son of Man. Use a con-
cordance or cross-references in your Bible to have
your group explore the uses of this title in the Bible.

First, list all the references to this term. Next, read
each one and jot notes. (You may wish to divide the
passages among group members.) Then answer these
questions together.

1. Where does this term first occur?
2. Who in the Bible is referred to as the Son of
Man?

3. What possible meanings could it have as applied
to each person?

4. What does the term Son of Manmean as applied
to Jesus?

Finally, ask the group: What new understanding
of Jesus have you discovered today?

TRY THIS ON YOUR OWN
Jesus Is Lord

Take time this week to examine your life and
determine how fully surrendered you are to the lord-
ship of Christ. Go to a quiet place where you can be
undisturbed for at least half an hour. Take with you a
Bible, a notebook and pen, and perhaps some recorded
worship music.

1. Begin with a few minutes of silence to free your
mind from the concerns of the week. Focus
your thoughts on Jesus alone.

2. Read Revelation 1:1–3, 9–20. Then meditate for
several minutes on the notion of Jesus as Lord.

3. Pray, asking God to reveal any unconfessed
sin in your life and to fully cleanse you.

4. Offer your life completely to God.
5. Journal your thoughts or read further in
Scripture as you feel led to.

Before leaving your mini-retreat, take one final
action. Determine what you will do different in the
days ahead to keep Jesus as the primary focus of your
energy and ambition.

JESUS SPEAKS TO YOUR CHURCH STUDIES IN REVELATION14



JESUS SPEAKS TO YOUR CHURCH STUDIES IN REVELATIONSMALL GROUP GUIDE

INTO THE SUBJECT
Discuss why you think people are so fascinated with the book of the Revelation.

INTO THE WORD

INTO THE WORLD
Write out three thing you will do differently after studying this revelation of Jesus.

The Glory of the Eternal Christ
Revelation 1:1–3, 9–20 

God has a plan for the future, and He is ready to reveal it.

1. Why is it significant that John described
the book as the “revelation of Jesus Christ”
rather than the revelation of things to
come?

2. Why do you think people are often more
interested in the events of Revelation than
the revelation?

3. What things do you believe John wants the
readers to “take to heart”?

4. How does the description of the heav-
enly Jesus in verses 12–15 compare to
the descriptions of Jesus found in the
Gospels?

5. What are your feelings toward this reve-
lation of Jesus?

6. How does Jesus’ description of himself
in Revelation 1:18 compare to John’s
description in John 14:5–11; 16:28;
17:1–5?

7. Although Jesus’ appearance is understand-
ably frightening, why would He say “Do
not be afraid?”

8. In what ways does Jesus comfort our fears
about life and death?

9. The world is fascinated with popular
books and theories about the end times.
Why do you think this book is addressed
to the church and not to the world?
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WHY THIS MATTERS
Do you like to receive mail? Some people eagerly await the daily delivery from

the post office or check their e-mail dozens of times each day. It’s always nice to
get a letter from a friend or some news about an important event. Yet sometimes
the mail brings bad news. Bills, tax notices, and court judgments are all delivered
by the same letter carrier who brings birthday cards and sweepstakes offerings. Our
response to the mail may depend on whether it includes a check or a challenge.

What if the letter was sent by Jesus himself and described in detail your
spiritual status, offering both encouragement and correction? This lesson
describes that very scenario. Early in the history of the church, Jesus personally
addressed seven congregations living in the region we call Asia Minor. Some
churches were known for their faithfulness, others were chided for being lazy,
and all were warned of coming challenges. The message to each? Pay attention
to your spiritual condition and be faithful.

The warnings to these churches were not meant for them alone but for all
Christians who would follow. This lesson will serve as our own “letter” from
Jesus, reminding today’s church that the Lord knows when to commend and
when to correct, and that we must persevere to the end.

BIBLE COMMENTARY
Revelation 1:20 is a key to unlocking 2:1: “These are the words of him

who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden
lampstands.” The stars are the angels of the churches, and the lampstands are
the churches. Christ’s presence is imminent in the church. He holds it and
walks among it. In the messages to the seven churches, Christ showed that He
knew them and was with them. In Matthew 28:20, Christ’s promise to the
church was, “I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

In each of the letters to the seven churches, the angel of the church was
specifically addressed (see Rev. 2:1, 8, 12, 18). But what is the meaning of the
“angel of a church”? Eastern Orthodox Churches believe when a church building
is dedicated, God assigns it a guardian angel. Since the fall of communism, the
Russian Orthodox Church has tried to identify these “angel-ed” churches for
restoration. 

The term for angel in the Greek text means “messenger” and could be
translated that way. The apostle John used the term as many as fifty times in
Revelation, and the meaning is most often a heavenly messenger. The Greek
text in chapters 1–3 could be translated messengers “of the seven churches.”
Or individually “To the messenger of the church in . . .” So it may mean the
pastor of the church. 

Each of the first four letters to the churches follows a similar pattern:

THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST IN HIS CHURCH
Revelation 2:8–29

Jesus communicates to His church with compassion.
LESSON 2

KEY VERSE
To the angel of the church in
Ephesus write: These are the
words of him who holds the
seven stars in his right hand
and walks among the seven
golden lampstands.

—Revelation 2:1

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES
Exodus 32:33

Consequences of 
deliberate sin

Matthew 24:10, 13
Reward for perseverance

John 15:2
Fruitful branches 

Galatians 5:4
Fallen from grace

Hebrews 3:14
Perseverance

James 2:17
Faith and action

1 John 2:24–25
Reward for perseverance

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Monday: John 17:1–12
Tuesday: Acts 2:25–33
Wednesday: 2 Corinthians

4:1–15
Thursday: 1 Thessalonians

3:6–13
Friday: 1 John 3:11–24
Saturday: Revelation 2:8–29
Sunday: Psalm 119:25–32

Unit 1
L2



WHAT DO YOU THINK?
In what ways can the poor be
rich and the rich be poor?

AHA!
Being a grace-based, loving
church does not include 
tolerating sin inside the
church among our own.

DID YOU KNOW?
The “morning star” is the last
star still visible after dawn. 
It is actually the planet Venus,
not a star.

• The address: “To the angel of the church in . . . write” (2:1, 8, 12, 18).
Note that church is singular to a specific church.

• An “I know” statement (2:2, 9, 13, 19), in which Christ relates a fact or
two about the particular church.

• An encouraging word and a corrective word.
• A general command to the churches (note the plural in 2:7, 11, 17, 29)
to overcome. 

• A promise for the churches—both a specific message for overcoming
and a general message to overcome.

Smyrna: The Poor Rich Church (Rev. 2:8–11)
Smyrna was a trading center in a beautiful harbor that was easily defended.

It has been called the “Crown of Asia” and was one of the earliest Asian cities
to align with Rome. 

The description of Jesus as the First and the Last (v. 8) mirrors Isaiah 44:6:
“This is what the LORD says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORDAlmighty: I
am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God.” It is a reference to
Christ’s divine nature. The second part of this verse is a description of Christ’s
death and resurrection: who died and came to life again (Rev. 2:8). These two
primary theological statements—that Christ is God and that He died and rose
again—were the doctrines most attacked by the enemies of the church in Smyrna.

Verse 9 gives two things Christ knows about this church. First, I know your
afflictions. The Greek root for “affliction” means pressure. This church was con-
tinually under scrutiny and accusation by the Jews of the city. John called them
the synagogue of Satan. This led to the admonition, Do not be afraid of what
you are about to suffer (v. 10). In a prophetic word of knowledge John warned
that pressure would culminate in actual suffering, even to the point of death. 

The second thing Christ knew about this church was about their poverty—
yet they were rich (v. 9). Christians were often the lower classes or slaves in
society. Their houses and businesses were targeted for looting by mobs. But
Christ knew they were rich in Him. This can be contrasted to the church of
Laodicea (3:17), which claimed to be rich but was poor. 

Unlike most of the other letters to the churches, there is no corrective state-
ment to the church of Smyrna. There is, however, the promise given by the
Spirit . . . to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the
second death (2:11). When we understand that physical life is of less impor-
tance than the life to come, values reverse. Giving up what is of least value for
that of greatest value is a good trade. Experiencing physical death in exchange
for escaping the second death is wise. 

Pergamum: Living in Satan’s Realm (Rev. 2:12–17)
Situated north of Smyrna and fifteen miles inland, Pergamum’s power lay in

its connection with Rome. The description of Christ as him who has the sharp,
double-edged sword (v. 12) may be a reference to this power. Roman officials
were divided into two classes: those with the sword and those without. A Roman
official with the sword had the power of life or death. John reminded the church
of Pergamum that Christ is the one with the ultimate power.
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
If we believed churches had
angels assigned to them, what
would we expect their work
to be?

AHA!
Riches and poverty are not
mutually exclusive!

DID YOU KNOW?
Early Christians refused to
offer incense and say “Caesar
is Lord,” insisting instead 
on the first Christian creed,
“Jesus is Lord.” Many chose
martyrdom by refusing.
Others chose to offer the 
sacrifice to Caesar, while a
third group escaped by 
bribing the Roman officials.
Handling these lapsed
Christians was a test for 
the church.

USUALOUTLINE OF LETTERS
TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES
To the angel 
of (church name)
What Christ knows about
the church
Encouragement
Correction
Command to all churches
Promises to churches

Pergamum was surrounded by hilltop temples to pagan gods, but people
subjugated by Rome were required to come once a year to burn incense before
a magistrate (with the sword) and to declare “Caesar is Lord.” A certificate was
issued and the individual could then worship any god he or she liked. Those
who refused to give Caesar ultimate worship were declared enemies of Rome
and sentenced to death. Christ said, “I know where you live—where Satan
has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce
your faith in me” (v. 13). Think of your church and those who live every day
in the Enemy’s camp. Jesus knows, He sees, He understands. He commends
those who live their faith in a sinful world. Antipas, my faithful witness, who
was put to death (v. 13) is especially commended. It is not that the Lord
expects His servants to seek out confrontation with Satan’s kingdom, but when
we are forced to take a stand, then we must say boldly, “Jesus is Lord,” not
Caesar. Antipas is our hero of faith, not Balaam or Nicolas. 

William Barclay points out that Balaam (v. 14) and Nicolas (Nicolaitans in
v. 15) have the same meaning. One is Hebrew and the other is Greek, but both
mean “to conquer the people” (The Daily Study Bible: The Revelation of John,
vol. 1, 81). There is a tradition that Nicolas was one of the seven deacons (Acts
6:5) who backslid and led people astray into a type of once-saved-always-saved
heresy. Balaam (see Num. 22–25) gave advice that the Moabite women should
seduce the men of Israel and lead them astray to other gods. The false teaching
was compromise with the world to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food
sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality (Rev. 2:14). The
first lie of the Devil was “You will not surely die” (Gen. 3:4); this is a lie he is
still declaring through the Balaams in the church. Nicolas says, “Just live with
your girlfriend before marriage. Everybody is doing it; it’s OK.” God calls it forni-
cation and sin. Balaam says, “Hey, just say ‘Caesar is Lord.’ What does it matter?
Don’t say it in your heart.” God says remain true to my name (Rev. 2:13).

The one who overcomes will be given some of the hidden manna and a
white stone with a new name written on it (v. 17). While there are probably
first-century cultural implications to each of these descriptions, the meaning is
simple: The promise is God’s care and a new identity, a new creation under
new management. Those who overcome live on a different level. 

Thyatira: Compromised Worship (Rev. 2:18–29)
Thyatira was a trade city on the road to Pergamum. Little is known about the

city except it appears to have had many trade guilds, and scholars speculate that
these trade unions were a part of the problem in the church. 

Christ is identified as the Son of God, whose eyes are like a blazing fire
and whose feet are like burnished bronze (v. 18; compare 1:14–16). The title
Son of God is the one that brought condemnation by the Sanhedrin (see Matt.
26:63–68). This title set Jesus against Jewish leadership; it was not politically
correct. The picture is of firm stance and steel in the eye over an issue that
cannot be compromised. 

Here is what the Son of God knows about the church in Thyatira: Their
actions and their faith are solid and growing. “I know your deeds, your love
and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more
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WHAT ABOUT YOU?
Which treasure have 
I accumulated: material 
possessions or spiritual 
provisions?

PRAYER
Lord, give me the wisdom
and discipline to live a life
rich in spiritual treasure. 
Help me to remain faithful
and fruitful in the face of
wickedness as I grow in 
love for others and You.

than you did at first” (Rev. 2:19). Any pastor would be proud to have Christ
say this. This is a picture of a healthy church. The word for love here is agape
in the Greek, a deep-seated godly love that outflows in deeds and service. The
congregation at Thyatira was experiencing a growing faith and a steadfast
stance and advance in the face of opposition. 

There was a problem, though: “You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who
calls herself a prophetess” (v. 20). Here is a church that outwardly has every-
thing going for it. It is growing in faith and deed. There is real love. Sunday
mornings must have been a hub of excitement and joy. But just under the sur-
face was a cancer that probably took this church under. It did not last into the
second century. 

Jezebel was, of course, the Phoenician wife of Ahab (see 1 Kings 18:4). The
problem Jezebel had with the religion of Israel was that it was intolerant of Baal
worship. She wanted them to compromise just a little, live and let live; but they
would not. In Thyatira there were two areas of contention: sexual immorality and
the eating of food sacrificed to idols (Rev. 2:20). These are the things this prophet-
ess was teaching. We can only speculate on what was happening. It may be that to
work in Thyatira it was necessary to belong to a union that would have a patron god.
Union meetings would be a feast dedicated to a particular god. Missing the union
meeting could put you out of work. What was the Christian to do? Perhaps the
prophetess was saying, “What can it hurt? Go out with the boys; it’s just one night.
Surely one beer and a little meat offered to idols will not damage real faith.” In keep-
ing with the Old Testament, John called it sexual immorality and adultery (v. 22;
compare Ex. 34:15–16; Hos. 5:4).

The admonition to overcome has a different emphasis here. “Hold on to
what you have until I come. To him who overcomes and does my will to the
end, I will give authority over the nations” (Rev. 2:25–26). Overcoming
must last to the final breath. The idea that if you once had faith you cannot fall
is the fallacious teaching of this prophetess. The message that needs to be heard
by the churches is the necessity of overcoming. 

The morning star is a symbol of tranquility. The picture in verse 28 is early
morning when there is light enough to see but not enough to blot out that one
morning star. When the wind is calm and sound travels long distances, the dew
is still on the grass, just as the birds begin to put their heads up to sing. That
tranquil moment of peace is the promise for the one who overcomes. “I will
also give him the morning star” (v. 28).
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JESUS SPEAKS TO YOUR CHURCH STUDIES IN REVELATIONSMALL GROUP GUIDE

INTO THE SUBJECT
Jesus is alive and active in the church of Christ today. Let us never forget that.

INTO THE WORD

INTO THE WORLD
Write out what will you need to change as a result of this lesson.

The Presence of Christ in His Church
Revelation 2:8–29 

Jesus communicates to His church with compassion.

1. What do you think is meant by Jesus hold-
ing the church in His hands? Does He do
that today?

2. What do you think is meant by Jesus
walking among the churches? Does He do
that today?

3. How would you describe the church in
Smyrna?

4. How is it possible for a church to be in
“poverty” and yet be “rich”?

5. What comfort in the church’s persecution
does Jesus offer?

6. Notice that Jesus used facets of His earlier
description to address the individual
churches. Why do you think He used the
“who has the sharp, double-edged sword”
image for the church in Pergamum?

7. What issues in Pergamum are churches
facing today?

8. What one-word command was given to
the church in Pergamum? How it that
applicable to the church today?

9. Jesus described an “intolerable” situation
in Thyatira. In what ways did the church
today tolerate sin?



Ephesus
2:1–7

Him who holds
the seven stars
in his right hand
and walks
among the
seven golden
lamp stands.

Smyrna 
2:8–11

Him who is the
First and the
Last, who died
and came to life
again.

Your afflic-
tions and
poverty, 
enemies.

Do not be
afraid, be
faithful.

Hear Spirit,
overcome.

Not be hurt
by second
death.

Pergamum
2:12–17

Him who has
the sharp, 
double-edged
sword.

You live
where Satan
has his
throne.

You are true
to name,
faith, witness.

Hold teaching
of Balaam and
Nicolaitans;
idol food,
immorality.

Hear Spirit,
overcome.

Hidden
manna, white
stone with
new name.

Thyatira
2:18–28

The Son of
God, whose
eyes are like
blazing fire and
whose feet are
like burnished
bronze.

Deeds, love,
faith service
perseverance,
more than
before.

Hold to what
you have 
until I come.

Tolerate
Jezebel,
immorality,
idol food.

Do God’s
will to end,
overcome,
hear Spirit.

Authority
over nations,
receive
morning star.

Sardis
3:1–6

Him who holds
the seven spirits
of God and the
seven stars.

Philadelphia
3:7–13

Him who is holy
and true, who
holds the key of
David. What he
opens no-one
can shut, and
what he shuts
no-one can open.

Laodicea
3:14–22

The Amen, the
faithful and true
witness, the
ruler of God’s
creation.

ADDRESS DESCRIPTION
OF CHRIST

WHAT CHRIST
KNOWS ENCOURAGEMENT CORRECTION COMMAND PROMISE

LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES
What does Jesus know about the churches? Complete the chart.



TAKING IT TO THE STREET
Improve Your Hearing

Jesus may speak to His church through those who
aren’t in it yet. Find out what they have to say about
your church by asking questions and listening to their
answers. Go to a place where people gather near your
church building, such as a restaurant, barbershop,
shopping center, or library. Approach someone and ask
if you can ask two or three questions. Don’t defend the
church. This is not the time for a debate. Keep your
word and end the conversation at the five-minute mark
even if you have not asked all the questions.

Ask the following questions:

1. What church would you recommend to a new
resident of this community?

2. What makes that church special in your opinion?
3. What do you know about [insert your church’s
name]?

Compile the responses you received into a letter
to your church. What was praiseworthy? What prob-
lem did you discover? What remedy was indicated?
Was there a promise?

WITH YOUR FAMILY
Standing Firm under Pressure

Jesus encouraged the Christians who first received
these letters to stand firm in their faith. Watch a movie
about facing difficulties, such as Facing the Giants or
Amazing Grace, with your family. Immediately follow-
ing your viewing, read Revelation 2:8–29 and discuss:

1. What problems or situations seemed to dis-
courage the characters in this movie?

2. What problems faced the churches in Revelation?
3. How did the characters in this movie deal with
their pressures?

4. How did God help the characters in the movie?
5. What did He encourage the Christians in
Revelation to do?

6. What kinds of situations can discourage us?
7. What can we expect God to do to help us?

Work together to compile a list of suggestions for
Christians facing opposition and feeling pressured to
give up on Jesus.

GET THE CLASS INVOLVED
How Secure Are We?

Divide into two groups. Make sure there is at least
one chain-reference or topical Bible for each group.

Assign group 1 the task of uncovering and listing
Bible verses that promise security and assurance to
believers (for example, Heb. 13:5).

Direct group 2 to find and list Bible verses that
expose the conditions for the security and assurance to
believers (for example, Col. 1:22–23).

After ten to fifteen minutes, bring the groups
back together. Group 1 will read the first verse on its
list, then group 2 will read the first verse on its list.
Then, discuss these questions:

1. Will God ever abandon us? Explain.
2. Is it possible to turn back from following Jesus?
If so, how? What are the results?

3. How secure are we in our relationship with the
Lord? Why?

TRY THIS ON YOUR OWN
Observe the Morning Star

Arise early on a clear day to watch the sun rise and
to view the morning star. As you observe the dawn, read
Revelation 2:26–29 and 22:16–17 aloud. 

1. What might seeing the morning star have meant
to the first audience of the book of Revelation?

2. What ideas and emotions might they have
experienced when they heard Jesus’ promise
to give them this star? 

3. What thoughts and feelings are you experienc-
ing as you watch the sunrise and contemplate
Jesus’ return? How do they encourage you in
your relationship with Him?

4. If Jesus is the Morning Star, then what does He
mean when He says He will give overcomers
the morning star?

Once the sun is above the horizon, read Revelation
2:26–29 and 22:16–17 aloud one more time and pray.

INTERACTIVE LEARNING IDEAS
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WESLEY BIBLE LESSON COMMENTARY SERIES

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4
Volume 1 Revelation Minor Prophets 1–2 Peter

Jude
Life Issues
Holiness
Evangelism

Volume 2
(revised edition
available 
May 2016)

Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel

Matthew James 1–2 Samuel
1–2 Kings
1–2 Chronicles

Volume 3
(revised edition
available 
May 2017)

Romans Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians 
Colossians 
Philemon

Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Spiritual Disciplines
Wesley’s Life 
Doctrines

Volume 4 John Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

1–2 Thessalonians 1–2 Timothy
Titus

Volume 5 Hebrews Exodus Joshua
Judges
Ruth

Spiritual Heritage
Stewardship
Social Issues

Volume 6 Mark Isaiah 1–3 John Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs

Volume 7 Genesis Luke Acts 1–2 Corinthians

Are you interested in a particular topic or book of the Bible? Use the chart below to refer to 
a specific volume of the Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary series for more in-depth study.

Call 1-800-493-7539 or visit wphstore.com to order your copy!



WESLEY BIBLE LESSON COMMENTARY VOLUME 1397

WESLEY ADULT BIBLE STUDIES SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Use this reference chart to compare Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary Volume 1
to connect with your Sunday school curriculum and grow further in the Lord.

UNIT 1
JESUS SPEAIKS TO YOUR CHURCH: STUDIES IN REVELATION

(Same as fall 2015 in Wesley Adult Bible Studies)

Lesson 1 September 6, 2015 The Glory of the Eternal Christ Revelation 1:1–3, 9–20
Lesson 2 September 13, 2015 The Presence of Christ in His Church Revelation 2:8–29
Lesson 3 September 20, 2015 What Does Your Church Need? Revelation 3:1–22
Lesson 4 September 27, 2015 A Glimpse of Heaven Revelation 4–5
Lesson 5 October 4, 2015 The Beginning of the End Revelation 6:1–17
Lesson 6 October 11, 2015 The Ultimate Victory Celebration Revelation 7:9–17
Lesson 7 October 18, 2015 Christ Wins, Satan Loses Revelation 11:15–19; 

12:7–12
Lesson 8 October 25, 2015 A Heavenly Perspective on Earth Revelation 13:1–18
Lesson 9 November 1, 2015 The Redeemed Follow the Lamb Revelation 14:1–13
Lesson 10 November 8, 2015 Power, Greed, and Faith Revelation 17:1–18
Lesson 11 November 15, 2015 Celebrate the Lamb Revelation 19:1–10
Lesson 12 November 22, 2015 A New Heaven and a New Earth Revelation 21:1–7, 22–27
Lesson 13 November 29, 2015 Come, Lord Jesus Revelation 22:1–6, 12–21

UNIT 2
GOD WANTS TO MAIKE YOU HOLY: POWERFUL MESSAGES FROM THE MINOR PROPHETS

(Same as winter 2015–2016 in Wesley Adult Bible Studies)

Christmas December 20, 2015 Celebrate His Presence Micah 5:2–5; Luke 2:1–7
*Teach the above lesson on the date indicated to follow along with the quarter’s lessons.
Lesson 1 December 6, 2015 The God of Second Chances Hosea 1:2–11; 3:1–5
Lesson 2 December 13, 2015 A New Beginning Joel 2:12–13, 21–32
Lesson 3 December 27, 2015 The Road to Restoration Amos 8:11–14; 9:8–15
Lesson 4 January 3, 2016 Reclaiming God’s Inheritance Obadiah 1–4, 15–21
Lesson 5 January 10, 2016 Saved by Grace Jonah 1:1–5, 11–17; 2:1, 10;

3:1–2, 10; 4:9–11
Lesson 6 January 17, 2016 What God Requires Micah 3:1–7; 6:1–8
Lesson 7 January 24, 2016 God Reigns and Restores Nahum 1:1—2:2
Lesson 8 January 31, 2016 Revive Us Again! Habakkuk 1:11; 3:2, 17–19
Lesson 9 February 7, 2016 God Is Faithful Zephaniah 3:7–20
Lesson 10 February 14, 2016 First Things First Haggai 1:1–15
Lesson 11 February 21, 2016 Listen for God’s Signal Zechariah 9:16—10:12
Lesson 12 February 28, 2016 Serving God Wholeheartedly Malachi 3:6–18
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UNIT 3
HOW TO HOLD ON WHEN LIFE GETS TOUGH: THE LETTERS OF PETER AND JUDE

(Same as spring 2016 in Wesley Adult Bible Studies)

Easter March 27, 2016 Experiencing Resurrection Power 1 Peter 3:8–22 
*Teach the above lesson on the date indicated to follow along with the quarter’s lessons.
Lesson 1 March 6, 2016 Full Salvation 1 Peter 1:1–12
Lesson 2 March 13, 2016 Journey into Holiness 1 Peter 1:13—2:3
Lesson 3 March 20, 2016 Building on the Cornerstone 1 Peter 2:4–12
Lesson 4 April 3, 2016 Power in Submission 1 Peter 2:13—3:7
Lesson 5 April 10, 2016 Evidence of a Changed Life 1 Peter 4:1–11
Lesson 6 April 17, 2016 Unexpected Joy 1 Peter 4:12–19
Lesson 7 April 24, 2016 The Habit of Holiness 1 Peter 5:1–14
Lesson 8 May 1, 2016 How to Become a Confident Christian 2 Peter 1:1–11
Lesson 9 May 8, 2016 The Authority of Scripture 2 Peter 1:12–21
Lesson 10 May 15, 2016 Enemies Within 2 Peter 2:1–22
Lesson 11 May 22, 2016 Christ Is Coming! 2 Peter 3:1–18
Lesson 12 May 29, 2016 Contending for the Faith Jude 1–25

UNIT 4
RELEVANT FAITH FOR THE REAL WORLD: EVANGELISM, HOLINESS, AND SOCIAL ACTION

(Same as summer 2016 in Wesley Adult Bible Studies)

Lesson 1 June 5, 2016 Keeping the Church on Target Matthew 18:15–17; 
1 Corinthians 5:1–5; 
2 Corinthians 2:5–8

Lesson 2 June 12, 2016 What the Bible Says about Homosexuality Romans 1:18–32; 
Leviticus 18:22; 
1 Corinthians 6:9–11, 18–20

Lesson 3 June 19, 2016 How to Love Your Possessions 1 Kings 11:1–6; 
Matthew 6:19–24

Lesson 4 June 26, 2016 The Sanctity of Marriage Matthew 19:3–9; 
1 Corinthians 7:10–17

Lesson 5 July 3, 2016 When Tolerance Is Not a Virtue 2 Corinthians 10:1–18
Lesson 6 July 10, 2016 Living a Holy Life Mark 12:28–34; 

Romans 6:19–22; 
1 John 3:4–10 

Lesson 7 July 17, 2016 Changed from the Inside Out Luke 18:9–14, 18–30
Lesson 8 July 24, 2016 Everyday Holiness Leviticus 11:44–45; 19:2; 

20:7–8, 26; Isaiah 6:1–8
Lesson 9 July 31, 2016 Compassionate Christianity Matthew 25:31–46
Lesson 10 August 7, 2016 The Master’s Plan for Making Disciples Acts 13:1–5; 14:21–25
Lesson 11 August 14, 2016 Changeable Cultures, 1 Corinthians 9:19–23

Unchangeable Gospel
Lesson 12 August 21, 2016 Overcoming Evangelistic Barriers John 4:7–19, 25–26, 39–42
Lesson 13 August 28, 2016 Plan to Share Your Faith John 1:12; Romans 3:23; 

5:8; 6:23; 10:9; 12:1–2; 
Ephesians 2:8–9; 
Revelation 3:20



ONE-YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN
By reading for about fifteen minutes each day, you can read every chapter of the Bible in one year.

Begin anytime! 
JANUARY
o 1 Gen. 1–3
o 2 Gen. 4–7
o 3 Gen. 8–11
o 4 Gen. 12–16
o 5 Gen. 17–19
o 6 Gen. 20–23
o 7 Gen. 24–25
o 8 Gen. 26–28
o 9 Gen. 29–30
o 10 Gen. 31–33
o 11 Gen. 34–36
o 12 Gen. 37–39
o 13 Gen. 40–42
o 14 Gen. 43–45
o 15 Gen. 46–47
o 16 Gen. 48–50
o 17 Matt. 1–4
o 18 Matt. 5–7
o 19 Matt. 8–9
o 20 Matt. 10–12
o 21 Matt. 13–14
o 22 Matt. 15–17
o 23 Matt. 18–20
o 24 Matt. 21–22
o 25 Matt. 23–24
o 26 Matt. 25–26
o 27 Matt. 27–28
o 28 Ex. 1–4
o 29 Ex. 5–7
o 30 Ex. 8–10
o 31 Ex. 11–13

FEBRUARY
o 1 Ex. 14–16
o 2 Ex. 17–20
o 3 Ex. 21–23
o 4 Ex. 24–27
o 5 Ex. 28–30
o 6 Ex. 31–34
o 7 Ex. 35–37
o 8 Ex. 38–40
o 9 Mark 1–3
o 10 Mark 4–5
o 11 Mark 6–7
o 12 Mark 8–9
o 13 Mark 10–11
o 14 Mark 12–13
o 15 Mark 14–16

o 16 Lev. 1–4
o 17 Lev. 5–7
o 18 Lev. 8–11
o 19 Lev. 12–14
o 20 Lev. 15–17
o 21 Lev. 18–20
o 22 Lev. 21–23
o 23 Lev. 24–25
o 24 Lev. 26–27
o 25 Luke 1
o 26 Luke 2–3
o 27 Luke 4–5
o 28 Luke 6
o 29 Luke 7

MARCH
o 1 Luke 8–9
o 2 Luke 10–11
o 3 Luke 12–13
o 4 Luke 14–16
o 5 Luke 17–18
o 6 Luke 19–20
o 7 Luke 21–22
o 8 Luke 23–24
o 9 Num. 1–2
o 10 Num. 3–4
o 11 Num. 5–6
o 12 Num. 7–8
o 13 Num. 9–11
o 14 Num. 12–14
o 15 Num. 15–17
o 16 Num. 18–20
o 17 Num. 21–23
o 18 Num. 24–26
o 19 Num. 27–30
o 20 Num. 31–33
o 21 Num. 34–36

o 22 John 1–3
o 23 John 4–5
o 24 John 6–7
o 25 John 8–9
o 26 John 10–11
o 27 John 12–13
o 28 John 14–17
o 29 John 18–19
o 30 John 20–21
o 31 Deut. 1–2

APRIL
o 1 Deut. 3–4
o 2 Deut. 5–7
o 3 Deut. 8–11
o 4 Deut. 12–15
o 5 Deut. 16–19
o 6 Deut. 20–23
o 7 Deut. 24–27
o 8 Deut. 28–29
o 9 Deut. 30–31
o 10 Deut. 32–34
o 11 Acts 1–3
o 12 Acts 4–6
o 13 Acts 7–8
o 14 Acts 9–10
o 15 Acts 11–13
o 16 Acts 14–16
o 17 Acts 17–19
o 18 Acts 20–22
o 19 Acts 23–25
o 20 Acts 26–28
o 21 Josh. 1–4
o 22 Josh. 5–7
o 23 Josh. 8–10
o 24 Josh. 11–14
o 25 Josh. 15–18

o 26 Josh. 19–21
o 27 Josh. 22–24
o 28 Rom. 1–3
o 29 Rom. 4–7
o 30 Rom. 8–10

MAY
o 1 Rom. 11–13
o 2 Rom. 14–16
o 3 Judg. 1–3
o 4 Judg. 4–5
o 5 Judg. 6–8
o 6 Judg. 9–11
o 7 Judg. 12–15
o 8 Judg. 16–18
o 9 Judg. 19–21
o 10 Ruth 1–4
o 11 1 Cor. 1–4
o 12 1 Cor. 5–9
o 13 1 Cor. 10–13
o 14 1 Cor. 14–16
o 15 1 Sam. 1–3
o 16 1 Sam. 4–7
o 17 1 Sam. 8–10
o 18 1 Sam. 11–13
o 19 1 Sam. 14–15
o 20 1 Sam. 16–17
o 21 1 Sam. 18–20
o 22 1 Sam. 21–24
o 23 1 Sam. 25–27
o 24 1 Sam. 28–31
o 25 2 Cor. 1–4
o 26 2 Cor. 5–8
o 27 2 Cor. 9–13
o 28 2 Sam. 1–3
o 29 2 Sam. 4–7
o 30 2 Sam. 8–11
o 31 2 Sam. 12–13

JUNE
o 1 2 Sam. 14–15
o 2 2 Sam. 16–18
o 3 2 Sam. 19–20
o 4 2 Sam. 21–22
o 5 2 Sam. 23–24
o 6 Gal. 1–3
o 7 Gal. 4–6
o 8 1 Kings 1–2
o 9 1 Kings 3–5



o 10 1 Kings 6–7
o 11 1 Kings 8–9
o 12 1 Kings 10–12
o 13 1 Kings 13–15
o 14 1 Kings 16–18
o 15 1 Kings 19–20
o 16 1 Kings 21–22
o 17 Eph. 1–3
o 18 Eph. 4–6
o 19 2 Kings 1–3
o 20 2 Kings 4–5
o 21 2 Kings 6–8
o 22 2 Kings 9–11
o 23 2 Kings 12–14
o 24 2 Kings 15–17
o 25 2 Kings 18–20
o 26 2 Kings 21–23
o 27 2 Kings 24–25
o 28 Phil. 1–4
o 29 1 Chron. 1–2
o 30 1 Chron. 3–5

JULY
o 1 1 Chron. 6–7
o 2 1 Chron. 8–10
o 3 1 Chron. 11–13
o 4 1 Chron. 14–16
o 5 1 Chron. 17–20
o 6 1 Chron. 21–23
o 7 1 Chron. 24–26
o 8 1 Chron. 27–29
o 9 Col. 1–4
o 10 2 Chron. 1–4
o 11 2 Chron. 5–7
o 12 2 Chron. 8–11
o 13 2 Chron. 12–16
o 14 2 Chron. 17–19
o 15 2 Chron. 20–22
o 16 2 Chron. 23–25
o 17 2 Chron. 26–29
o 18 2 Chron. 30–32
o 19 2 Chron. 33–34
o 20 2 Chron. 35–36
o 21 1 Thess. 1–5
o 22 Ezra 1–4
o 23 Ezra 5–7
o 24 Ezra 8–10
o 25 Neh. 1–4
o 26 Neh. 5–7
o 27 Neh. 8–10
o 28 Neh. 11–13
o 29 2 Thess. 1–3
o 30 Est. 1–4
o 31 Est. 5–10

AUGUST
o 1 Job 1–4
o 2 Job 5–8
o 3 Job 9–12
o 4 Job 13–17
o 5 Job 18–21
o 6 Job 22–26
o 7 Job 27–30
o 8 Job 31–34
o 9 Job 35–38
o 10 Job 39–42
o 11 1 Tim. 1–6
o 12 2 Tim. 1–4
o 13 Ps. 1–7
o 14 Ps. 8–14
o 15 Ps. 15–18
o 16 Ps. 19–24
o 17 Ps. 25–30
o 18 Ps. 31–34
o 19 Ps. 35–37
o 20 Ps. 38–42
o 21 Ps. 43–48
o 22 Ps. 49–54
o 23 Ps. 55–60
o 24 Ps. 61–67
o 25 Ps. 68–71
o 26 Ps. 72–75
o 27 Ps. 76–78
o 28 Ps. 79–84
o 29 Ps. 85–89
o 30 Ps. 90–95
o 31 Ps. 96–102

SEPTEMBER
o 1 Ps. 103–105
o 2 Ps. 106–108
o 3 Ps. 109–115
o 4 Ps. 116–119:64
o 5 Ps. 119:65–176
o 6 Ps. 120–131
o 7 Ps. 132–138
o 8 Ps. 139–144
o 9 Ps. 145–150
o 10 Prov. 1–3
o 11 Prov. 4–7
o 12 Prov. 8–10
o 13 Prov. 11–13
o 14 Prov. 14–16
o 15 Prov. 17–19
o 16 Prov. 20–22
o 17 Prov. 23–25
o 18 Prov. 26–28
o 19 Prov. 29–31
o 20 Titus & Philem.

o 21 Eccl. 1–4
o 22 Eccl. 5–8
o 23 Eccl. 9–12
o 24 Song 1–4
o 25 Song 5–8
o 26 Heb. 1–4
o 27 Heb. 5–7
o 28 Heb. 8–10
o 29 Heb. 11–13
o 30 Isa. 1–3

OCTOBER
o 1 Isa. 4–6
o 2 Isa. 7–9
o 3 Isa. 10–13
o 4 Isa. 14–16
o 5 Isa. 17–21
o 6 Isa. 22–25
o 7 Isa. 26–28
o 8 Isa. 29–31
o 9 Isa. 32–34
o 10 Isa. 35–37
o 11 Isa. 38–40
o 12 Isa. 41–42
o 13 Isa. 43–44
o 14 Isa. 45–47
o 15 Isa. 48–50
o 16 Isa. 51–53
o 17 Isa. 54–57
o 18 Isa. 58–60
o 19 Isa. 61–64
o 20 Isa. 65–66
o 21 James 1–5
o 22 Jer. 1–3
o 23 Jer. 4–5
o 24 Jer. 6–8
o 25 Jer. 9–11
o 26 Jer. 12–14
o 27 Jer. 15–17
o 28 Jer. 18–21
o 29 Jer. 22–23
o 30 Jer. 24–26
o 31 Jer. 27–29

NOVEMBER
o 1 Jer. 30–31
o 2 Jer. 32–34
o 3 Jer. 35–37
o 4 Jer. 38–41
o 5 Jer. 42–45
o 6 Jer. 46–48
o 7 Jer. 49
o 8 Jer. 50
o 9 Jer. 51–52

o 10 Lam. 1–2
o 11 Lam. 3–5
o 12 1 Pet. 1–2
o 13 1 Pet. 3–5
o 14 Ezek. 1–4
o 15 Ezek. 5–9
o 16 Ezek. 10–13
o 17 Ezek. 14–16
o 18 Ezek. 17–19
o 19 Ezek. 20–21
o 20 Ezek. 22–23
o 21 Ezek. 24–26
o 22 Ezek. 27–28
o 23 Ezek. 29–31
o 24 Ezek. 32–33
o 25 Ezek. 34–36
o 26 Ezek. 37–39
o 27 Ezek. 40–42
o 28 Ezek. 43–45
o 29 Ezek. 46–48
o 30 2 Pet. 1–3

DECEMBER
o 1 Dan. 1–2
o 2 Dan. 3–4
o 3 Dan. 5–6
o 4 Dan. 7–9
o 5 Dan. 10–12
o 6 Hos. 1–4
o 7 Hos. 5–9
o 8 Hos. 10–14
o 9 Joel 1–3
o 10 Amos 1–3
o 11 Amos 4–6
o 12 Amos 7–9
o 13 Obad. & Jon.
o 14 1 John 1–5
o 15 Mic. 1–4
o 16 Mic. 5–7
o 17 Nah. 1–3
o 18 Hab. 1–3
o 19 Zeph. 1–3
o 20 Hag. 1–2
o 21 2, 3 John & Jude
o 22 Zech. 1–6
o 23 Zech. 7–10
o 24 Zech. 11–14
o 25 Mal. 1–4
o 26 Rev. 1–3
o 27 Rev. 4–7
o 28 Rev. 8–12
o 29 Rev. 13–16
o 30 Rev. 17–19
o 31 Rev. 20–22


