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Twenty-five years ago a committee of cooperating

denominations—Nazarene, Free Methodist, and Wesleyan—

invited me to write this book. Their charge was to explain the

doctrine of entire sanctification to an emerging generation. A

related goal of theirs was to place entire sanctification in a larger

context of the progressive work of sanctification, both preceding

and following the crisis work of entire sanctification.

Ten years later the book was still circulating and by then there

was an audience outside traditional holiness churches. That led to
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the second edition of the book, revised with broader terminology

and including a new chapter with testimonies.

Now, twenty-five years after the first edition, I am offering the

third edition of this book for a whole new audience: those who

have never even heard of the experience or those who have heard

but doubt such an experience is even possible. Thus, this edition

assumes a different tone and style and includes five completely

new chapters.

I pray that this editionwill continue to inspire seekers of holiness—

Christians who hunger and thirst for righteousness and want to love

God and others with a whole heart and will seek God’s filling with

love until they find it.
—Keith W. Drury

January, 2009
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When this book was first published, I expected it to last awhile

and then vanish into the mist that envelops most books after

a few years. That has not been the case with this book. It

still has a brisk demand after twenty years. I am both delighted and

surprised at its ongoing popularity. Perhaps its continued usefulness

tells us more about the subject than about the author—and that we’re

in need of men and women to be living examples of what it means to

be a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ.

The book was originally written for young adults in the so-called

holiness denominations to help them understand the teachings on
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holiness as taught by John Wesley and the Methodists; however,

the book quickly leapt beyond this originally intended audience.

In recent years there has been a soaring interest in holiness among

God’s people, from Charismatics to Catholics. Holiness is no

longer a proprietary doctrine of any one denomination or tradition,

not that it ever truly was—it’s a biblical notion. But ownership of

the idea of holiness is now so broad that there is a fresh demand to

address how a believer can move from initial saving faith to

becoming a fully devoted follower of Christ.

Since the book’s release, I’ve been delighted most of all by the

reception of this book by the young. Newer generations are not

burdened by the baggage of past errors and excesses associated

with this biblical doctrine. They come to the Bible and take it at

face value. Since God calls us to love him with all of our heart,

soul, mind, and strength, they presume one can actually obey this

command. And they hunger to know how. They want to know the

process God uses to make us become what he has destined us to be.

They really believe it’s possible to be a fully devoted follower of

Jesus Christ, just as they believe it’s possible to be a fully devoted

husband or wife. While younger Christians freely admit they may

not perfectly exemplify that ideal, they hold to the hope that their

devotion can become full. This interest among the young is per-

haps the greatest reason to be optimistic about the future of the

church.

I pray that this little book will continue to be a guide to the dis-

ciples seeking full devotion to their master. God does not play

games with us. What he calls us to be, he provides the grace to

become. We’re called unto holiness by a holy God. Certainly he

will do his part to make us become exactly that. This is the opti-

mistic message of biblical holiness.

—Keith W. Drury
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What comes to your mind when you hear the word holiness?
Perhaps you think of some saintly, gray-haired lady, a

powerful evangelist, or a dedicated missionary. But do you

think of yourself? Have you ever thought you could be holy?

The work of God’s sanctification that results in a life of holiness

is for every believer. Holiness isn’t reserved for a select few of

God’s “teacher’s pets,” or available only to those who live far

above the ordinary humdrum of daily life. Holiness is not just for

pastors, missionaries, and retired folk who “have enough time to
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pray all day.” Holiness is for all of us. Holiness is for factory work-

ers, housewives, office managers, company executives, teachers, col-

lege students, and young, married couples. Holiness is for ordinary

people. Holiness is for all who hunger for a life of love and obedi-

ence to Christ. Holiness is for you. You may not feel holy. Or you

might think, “I’m not ready for this yet,” but holiness is for you too.

The book is not a study of John Wesley’s teaching, though any-

one familiar with Wesley’s writings will recognize this book’s

attempt to run parallel with them.And it’s not a Bible study, though

it includes Bible references. Neither is this a scholarly study of the

doctrine of holiness, though it’s based on such studies. Rather, this

book tries to present holiness in an understandable, easy-to-read,

life-related manner. It’s written for all those who seriously seek after

Christ, but especially for younger adults. In a sense, the author serves

as a “translator” of the many excellent scholarly works on holiness,

placing these concepts in everyday, attainable language—it aims to

be a present-day plain account of holiness and sanctification.

I present this book with the prayerful hope that you will be

drawn toward Christ, hungering and thirsting for a life of total love

and obedience to our loving master.

—Keith W. Drury

1982
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Abook usually ends with a summary; this book begins with it.

In this chapter you will discover where the book is headed.

Aquestion-and-answer approachwas JohnWesley’s specialty,

and was widely copied by the Methodists for explaining things.

We’ll use that approach to present this summary.

Q: What is holiness?
A: Holiness is loving God with all my heart, mind, soul, and

strength, and loving my neighbor as myself. Simply put, holiness is

Christlikeness. Holiness is not an “it” as in “have you got it?” It’s him

SANCTIFICATION OVERVIEW 1



I need. In him I find purity, power, and obedience. Jesus Christ

himself is the definition of holiness and its living example. He

loved his Father and his neighbor perfectly. Obedience springs

from love, thus holiness is perfect love.

Q: Isn’t holiness only a goal for all Christians to pursue—
one we can’t actually achieve?

A: True, holiness is a goal, but it’s an attainable goal, at least in

motive and desire. Holiness is not some pie-in-the-sky, impossible

dream. In fact, God commands us to be perfect—as he himself is per-

fect. So whatever practical holiness means, it must be possible.What

kind of father would demand something of his children that was

impossible? God calls us to holiness, and then helps us become holy.

The holiness message is thus optimism in God’s grace—it’s

possibility thinking applied to spiritual formation. This is why

people chained by today’s pessimistic worldview have such a hard

time with the idea. Modernists are in a negative mood. The procla-

mation of holiness marches into the midst of our pessimistic age

announcing, “You can love God with all of your heart, soul, mind,

being, and strength and love your neighbor as yourself.”

Modernists answer, “I doubt it.”

Complete faithfulness to God is the goal of all believers, but it’s

an attainable goal. Just as I can be fully and completely faithful to

my spouse, I can be completely faithful to God. Holiness may not

be average, but it’s possible. With God, all things are possible. God

commands us to be holy and he provides the grace to make us be

what he calls us to be. God does not give impossible commands.

Q: How, then, do we become holy?
A: We become holy (Christlike) through sanctification. Sanctifi-

cation describes everything God does in us to make us more like

Christ. Thus our sanctification begins at conversion, progresses as

we grow in grace, leads us to the point of entire sanctification, and
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continues beyond that until we die. In sanctification, God works in my

mind, soul, spirit, and body as he changes and renews my desires,

thoughts, interests, attitudes, and behaviors. Sanctification is how

God transforms us into Christlikeness. Given our cooperation, we

can become all that God calls us to be.

Q: When does sanctification begin?
A: Sanctification began the moment we became Christians.

Since sanctification is all of God’s inner work transforming us into

Christlikeness, it has already begun. For most of us, the greatest

leap toward Christlikeness happened at conversion. This first leap

in our sanctification is called initial sanctification. It happened

when we were born again.

Q: Why would we need anything more than conversion?
A: We need more of Christ, and God needs more of us. God,

who has begun a good work in us, wants to continue it to comple-

tion (Phil. 1:6). In order to complete his work, God continues to

perform a gradual sanctification in us day by day, making us more

like Jesus. He draws us steadily toward right thoughts, attitudes,

values, associations, and activities.

Yet all too soon, many of us discovered that our old drives and

desires were not completely gone. We found a craving inside for

some of the activities, thoughts, and attitudes of our old life and

thus we were defeated from time to time. We began to struggle.

Usually, we sided with our new desire; but occasionally—perhaps

even often—we voted with our old desire and found ourselves say-

ing, doing, or thinking things that were wrong. We were frustrated,

felt guilty, and then repented and promised to do better.

Most of us who have been Christians for a while have experienced

this stage of part-time victory. Many of you are living this way now.

Perhaps you’ve never heard of any other way to live. Christians at

this stage experience progress, though at times it’s painfully slow.

SANCTIFICATION OVERVIEW
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They “win some and lose some” in obeying God. But as they

gradually yield to God, they will get victory in at least these par-

ticular areas. When large blocks of time are examined, say a year

or more, they can see that gradual spiritual growth is occurring.

What’s happening? We’re experiencing progressive sanctifica-
tion—God’s gradual work in our lives, bringing our thoughts, values,

attitudes, habits, and activities into conformity with Christ. Our leap

toward Christlikeness at conversion, or initial sanctification, did not

end our need to grow. As time passes, we continue to experience a

gradual work of sanctification we call “progressive sanctification.”

Q: Don’t most average Christians struggle like this all their
lives?

A: Yes, many, or maybe even most believers do—even in the

so-called holiness churches. But even if this kind of struggle is

average, there is still a better way to live. The average marriage

may be poor, but a good marriage is still possible. The Bible calls

us to more than average living. We’re called to “walk as Jesus

walked” in word, thought, and deed.

If you continually consecrate areas of your life to God, you will

grow in grace and gradually gain victory. You may reach a time

where there is a long period of peace and sustained obedience. It

might seem like the old nature has been smothered to death. But

then—just when you figured you had it beat—the old sinful nature

roars back into control. There is another nature inside that is at war

with our new nature. Many believers struggle like this for years or

even all their lives. But it doesn’t have to be that way.

Scripture teaches us that God can, with our cooperation, shorten

his work and accomplish in a moment (or a very short time) what

may normally be the work of many years. We call this shortening

of God’s work entire sanctification. It produces a time warp in our

spiritual progress.

HOLINESS FOR ORDINARY PEOPLE
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Q: Most Christians understand initial sanctification and
progressive sanctification. But what does it mean to be entirely
sanctified?

A: After months or years of progressive growth, you’ll probably

come to a new place—a point of decision. What is this decision?

The decision is whether or not to go on. You now know that God

wants everything (all of your life) offered to him as a living sacrifice.

God wants your thoughts, time, talents, future, money, associations,

hopes, possessions, reputation, habits, likes, and actions—every-

thing! Give him an inch and he’ll ask for a mile! You can no longer

hold back a secret sin, a prized possession, or a secret habit of atti-

tude or action. God wants to enter even these private places where

you have posted “no trespassing” signs. God wants to hear, “I’m

yours, Lord—everything I am, everything I’ve got. I’m yours, Lord.”

He wants you to say, “I surrender all.” When we come to this point

in our Christian growth, we realize we must either go on to holiness

or become stagnate. If you have sensed this call, it’s God calling you

to complete consecration.

If you’re sick of part-time victory and have a sense that there is

hope, you may be ready for entire sanctification. If so, what should

you do?You should do what you’re hungering to do: place everything

into God’s hands, making a complete consecration of “all to Jesus.”

You hold nothing back. This is total consecration—a once-and-for-all

giving of self to God. Could you decide to completely surrender all,

whatever the cost? Would you be willing to go anywhere, say any-

thing, and do whatever God wants no matter what people think? Do

you want to be 100 percent committed to Jesus Christ as Lord?Would

you be willing to make your daily prayer be, “Not my will, but Thine

be done.” If so, you’re ready for complete consecration.

If you do this—and really mean it—what does God do? He

accepts it. God is in the business of accepting offerings consecrated
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to him. If you put your all on the altar, God will accept your gift.

And what will God do with a totally consecrated man or woman?

God will fill you completely with his Holy Spirit. Even if he

doesn’t do it right away, sooner or later—if you surrender all—

God will perform a major spiritual miracle inside you. He will

cleanse and empower you through the Holy Spirit, enabling you

to live a holy life. He will fill you with his love—for himself and

others. This is entire sanctification: God completely and entirely

filling you with his Spirit so that he fills your whole life.

How will you know? You’ll notice the love that fills your

heart—love for God and others. The consuming passion of your

life will be to obey Christ because you love him so much—a love

that came from him. You’ll have a dominating hunger and thirst

for holiness. Your drive to disobey will evaporate. Your heart will

be filled with a fresh baptism of love. Since obedience springs from

love, you will be able to obey God as much as you love him. Sure,

you will still face temptation. Even Jesus Christ faced temptation.

But your will is set and you’re filled with love. While your per-

formance may continue to be less than perfect, your heart can be

perfect. Your battle of conflicting desires can end.

When you’ve experienced this second work of God’s grace,

you have power for service. You will be used by God in new and

more powerful ways. After all, God’s plan isn’t to bottle you up

and place you on the shelf as a holy exhibit to be admired by

others. God wants to use you in his work. Entire sanctification

is for service, not for show. The path to holiness always leads

back into the world and God’s kingdom work there. What is

God’s work in the world? Bringing sinners to repentance, help-

ing believers grow in grace, and establishing Christ’s kingdom

on earth. This is what entire sanctification enables—God’s work

in the world.

HOLINESS FOR ORDINARY PEOPLE
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It sounds impossible doesn’t it? Most of us think half-hearted

Christianity and part-time victory is as good as it gets. But it gets

better than that. God promises so. God is in the transforming busi-

ness. Maybe he can transform us sooner than we think he can. This

is the impossible dream that’s possible. God is a God of possible

impossibilities.

Q:What happens if a person comes to this point and decides
not to go on?

A: The chance will likely come again, but sometimes not for a

long time. But don’t think that you must decide this very minute.

Most people who have experienced this level of Spirit-filling have

done so after a long period of searching, thinking, studying, and

seeking. The call does not drop out of the sky with a fifteen-minute

expiration notice. Perhaps it would be better to call this decision

point a decision period. There is time to seek. But we dare not be

casual about such a matter. We’re dealing with a command of God:

“Be holy, for I am holy.” So we should not take his commands

lightly. The good news is that God’s commands always come with

God’s grace enabling us to be what he calls us to be.

Q: Does an entirely sanctified believer have any room for
improvement?

A: By all means! If your heart is entirely full of a God-given love

and a dominating desire to please Christ, shouldn’t you grow more?

While premeditated sin may disappear in a moment, there are a hun-

dred other ways to grow. You may be merciful, yet you can become

more merciful.You may be compassionate, yet you can become more

compassionate. Take marriage for example: it’s possible to be com-

pletely and totally in love yet still become a better spouse. Perfect

love is different than perfect performance.We can be 100 percent full

of love for God, yet there is room to become more like Christ. Is there

progress after entire sanctification? You can count on it!

SANCTIFICATION OVERVIEW

21



Q: If an entirely sanctified person has a single-minded
desire to please Christ, how could this person ever be tempted
again?

A: Jesus was completely full of the Holy Spirit yet was tempted.

There is no state of grace that puts us out of reach of temptation.

Jesus Christ was tempted in every point like we are, but he with-

stood temptation and remained without sin. This is what he can

enable us to do. We will still be tempted, for sure, but we can resist

temptation just like he did.

Q: If temptation is possible, then is it possible for a sanctified
person to sin?

A: Yes. There is no level of spiritual maturity from which it is

impossible to fall into sin. Consider these two statements:

1. It is not possible to sin.

2. It is possible to not sin.

The first is false but the second is true. It is not impossible to sin,

but it is possible to not sin. Some ask, “How long can an entirely

sanctified person go without sinning?” This is sort of like asking

the question “How many angels can dance on the head of a pin?”

It misses the point. The point is that Jesus came to earth to save us

from sin. Christ came, not just to forgive sins, but to deliver us

from sinning. Can you imagine people loving God so much that

they could go one full hour without purposely disobeying Christ?

Most of us can. Can you imagine a whole day without purposeful

sin? A week? If you can imagine these things, then you already

accept the idea of holiness. All that remains is to discuss how long

God can deliver his children from willful disobedience.

However, we must understand that we’re dealing with sin strictly

speaking.That is, when we say a sinless life is possible, we’re speak-
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ing of premeditated or purposeful sin. Sometimes it’s called willful
sin. We’re not saying that a Spirit-filled person can be free from sin

generally speaking—the sort of sin that is falling short of the perfect

standard of Jesus Christ. Entire sanctification does not produce

absolute perfection but a perfection of love. We can be saved from

sin strictly speaking (purposeful, known, premeditated disobedience)

though we might still fall short of absolute perfection in a hundred

ways. Again, consider a married couple. A husband might be com-

pletely and wholly in love with his wife and totally free of infidelity,

yet he will still fall short of the perfect standard of “husband-hood.”

We can be free of purposeful unfaithfulness to God, yet still be less

than an absolute perfect copy of Christ.

An example of perfect love may help.After several hours of hard

work in his hot garden, a father glanced up to see his two-year-old

toddling toward him with a glass of water. The father takes the glass,

examines the smudgy fingerprints on it, and then takes a sip. The

water is tepid tap water. But when he looks down at his son, he sees

him gazing up at him in admiration and absolute devotion. What will

the father do? The good father will gulp down the water and thank

his son for “bringing Daddy that perfect glass of water.” This boy’s

deed has fallen short of the perfect standard of ice water but the boy

has completely fulfilled the royal law of love. His act was a perfect

act because it sprang from perfect love. The boy is blameless.

Any falling short of the perfect standard of Christ requires

God’s grace and forgiveness. But we need not call this sin, strictly

speaking, when the motive is pure love. Perfection in love is sep-

arate from maturity. Much of the service we offer to Christ is like

that smudgy glass of tap water; it falls short of absolute perfection.

Yet our heavenly Father looks into our devoted eyes of adoration

and pronounces our works blameless. This is the kind of perfection

God promises: a perfection of love.
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The real issue here is not, “Can an entirely sanctified or Spirit-

filled person sin?” but “Can such a person live above purposeful

sin?” If we can, we should. The answer is that, yes, a sanctified

person could sin, but we need not sin.

Q: Where are the real-life examples of this kind of life?
A: They’re all around you. Whom would you nominate as the

most loving person you know? In just about every church of every

denomination in every country, you will find people who have

totally committed themselves to God and have been filled with

love.

Spirit-filled, sanctified people are not likely to brag about holi-

ness. In fact, they may be embarrassed if you tell them how holy

you think they are. Sure, these saints are often older folk, but it

need not be.Amultitude of young folk have been perfected in love.

So don’t limit your search to the elderly or to those who advertise

their holiness. Search among people living in the daily trenches of

life, who possess a pure love for God and others. They’ve experi-

enced exactly what we’ve been talking about.

In fact, a person who possesses perfect love may not even

understand everything you’ve been reading in this book. Maybe

you’re such a person? Many who have never had all this explained

to them have experienced just what we’re speaking about. When

they read a book like this they say, “Yes! That’s exactly what hap-

pened to me.”

But maybe you cannot name a single person that you think lives

like this. If so, then the ultimate answer to this question is: Jesus

Christ is such an example. Jesus was born a totally human person

like you and me. He was tempted in all points as we are, but he

was without sin. Perhaps you say, “But that’s not fair, Jesus was

God!” Yes, he was very God but he was also 100 percent human.

When tempted he never used power that is unavailable to you or
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me. Jesus Christ lived a holy life by the power of the Holy Spirit

and loved the same way we can. This is why he lived on earth. He

could have been killed as a two-year-old child in Bethlehem and

functioned as our sacrifice for sin. But he lived into his thirties and

showed us how humans can live with perfect love. If you’ve never

met a real-life example of holiness, meet Jesus. He is our real-life

human example of perfect love.

Q: How could I know that I am entirely sanctified?
A: First, I can examine my love for God. Is it entirely and com-

pletely magnetized toward Jesus Christ? Do I love God with all of

my heart, mind, soul, and strength?

Second, I can examine my love for others. Does my heart well

up with love for people: those who are unfriendly or unkind; the

poor, helpless, and needy; those without Jesus Christ; even my ene-

mies? Do I love and care for others as much as I love and care for

myself?

Third, have I totally consecrated my all to Jesus? Is there any-

thing I am holding back? Does God have all of my time, talents,

money, possessions, future, reputation, and family—every bit of me?

Fourth, am I experiencing power over sin? Have I received

power from God to resist all willful sin? Do I live in total obedi-

ence to Christ, with no premeditated, purposeful sin in my life?

Fifth, has the Holy Spirit witnessed to me—inside me—that he
has performed this work? This witness may not have been clear at

first, and it may sometimes be stronger and at other times fainter,

but do I know it’s done?

These are the indicators that combine to give me enough evi-

dence that I can, with assurance, say that God has indeed entirely

sanctified me.

Q:What is a summary of the essentials of entire sanctification?
A: These ten points include the most important ideas:
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1. Holiness is perfect love—loving God with all my heart, soul,

mind, and strength, and loving my neighbor as myself.

2. Holiness comes through sanctification.At conversion we are

initially sanctified and begin our walk toward full holiness,

but we are urged to go on to perfection, after our conversion.

3. Entire sanctification completes the work started at conver-

sion. In entire sanctification, God purifies the heart of the

believer, filling us with perfect love and enabling us to live

a life of obedience and power.

4. This entire sanctification need not be late in life. For many

it does occur later, but it can also occur earlier.

5. Entire sanctification is preceded by growth. Gradual death

to sin and becoming alive to righteousness is called pro-

gressive sanctification and leads us toward the experience

of entire sanctification.

6. Entire sanctification is followed by growth. Growth toward

the perfect standard of Jesus Christ should be even more

vigorous after this baptism of love.

7. Entire sanctification is not absolute. We can be pure in

motive and intention, yet our performance may still fall

short of absolute perfection. Perfect love does not always

mean perfect maturity. There’s always room to grow.

8. Entire sanctification occurs instantaneously. Though it’s

preceded and followed by growth, there is a certain point

(or at least a period) when the old nature dies and the heart

is full of nothing but a desire to please Christ fully. It may

be a big event or a small one, but there is a moment when

the line is crossed, just like conversion.

9. Entire sanctification requires our consecration and faith. If

we will give our all to the Lord and reach out in faith God

has promised to do what he said he’d do.
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10. Entire sanctification results in a life of loving service. Its

purpose is not to make us feel good or to make us saintly

monuments but to make us clean vessels for our master’s

use in establishing his kingdom on earth.

Are you a seeker after this kind of holiness?
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