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hen was the last time you received 
an invitation to an event: a 

wedding, a lunch date, a birthday party, 
or a family reunion? The very nature of an 
invitation is the expressed desire another 
person has to be with you, to interact with 
you, to be known in greater ways by you, 
to have the opportunity to share life with 
you for a particular reason. 

Invitations are 
powerful things. 
They make us feel 
wanted, included, 
important, even 
loved.
Invitations cause us to pause, consider our 
desire to participate in a certain event, or 
to engage with certain people. We check 
our schedules, block out time, make travel 
arrangements, and even prepare ourselves 
for whatever the event is for which we’ve 
received such an invitation. 
 So what if we come to realize that 
worship is actually an invitation? How 
could it change our understanding and 
participation in worship each week? 
For many, this idea is contrary to the 
performance/invention mentality so often 
surrounding our worship experiences and 
practices today. We tend to believe that 
worship is about what we do and create 
for God. But as Dr. Constance Cherry 
stated so astutely in her book, The Worship 
Architect, “worship is not an invention—it’s 
an invitation,”—an invitation by God to us, 

his people, to enter into a conversation 
with a loving and holy God. 
 As biblical evidence, look at the 
covenant God made with Israel. God 
initiated contact with Abram in Genesis 
12, telling him to leave his country and 
go to a new place the Lord had prepared 
for him. He promised to bless him and 
make his descendants as numerous as the 
stars. God originated the relationship, and 
Abram responded to the invitation of God, 
loading up his belongings and his wife and 
going to the place that God directed. 
 God then continued this dialogue with 
Abraham’s descendants, Isaac and Jacob, 
who built altars at the sites where God 
revealed himself to them. This was part of 
their response to God’s holy revelations in 
their journeys. 
 One of the places we most clearly see 
God’s initiation of relationship with his 
people is in the Exodus. Remember that 
each time Moses stood before Pharaoh 
and spoke on God’s behalf, he said, “Let 
my people go, so that they may worship 
me.” God’s very deliverance of Israel is 
part of his invitation to worship! God 
told Moses in Chapter 3, prior to Israel’s 
deliverance from Egypt, that once they 
were free from their bondage, they would 
“worship God on this mountain” (Ex 3:12). 

 God prescribed a place where he 
would meet with his people—where he 
invited them to encounter him and to be 
in conversation and relationship with him. 
But make no mistake, Israel did not do 
something impressive or righteous enough 
to summon God into their presence. More 
often than not, they did just the opposite, 

disobeying and doing things that angered 
or saddened God (e.g., the golden calf). 
Clearly, their worship encounters with 
Yahweh were of his design and at his 
invitation. Israel’s responsibility was not 
to invent any interaction with God, but 
rather to respond appropriately to God’s 
invitation and his revelation. 
 Fifteen hundred years later, God 
offered the supreme invitation to Israel 
(and all of humankind) in Jesus Christ. 
No human could imagine, let alone 
orchestrate, such an encounter with 
God. The Word made flesh came to dwell 
amongst his people. Such an invitation 
certainly demanded, and continues to 
demand from us today, a response. It is 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
that we can receive God’s invitation to 
worship and that our offering of response 
to God can be received as righteous and 
worthy. 
 Understanding worship in this new 
light, we should begin our times of 
worship by expressing gratitude for God’s 
invitation and by recognizing that he is 
present in our worship spaces, awaiting 
us—and awaiting our response to him. The 
role of a pastor or worship leader, then, 
becomes like that of a host or hostess 

at the worship event. It is their role to 
facilitate the conversation of worship to 
which we have been specially invited by 
God. Our responsibility as worshippers is 
to joyfully participate in the response to 
God’s revelation, celebrating who God is, 
what he has done through Jesus Christ, 
and all he continues to do today.

CONTINUES ON PAGE 26
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 On a cool night in the mountains 
of Myanmar (Burma), I sat among 
8,000 worshipers. The harmony of the 
music was almost angelic. Heads were 
lifted up; eyes gazed at the heavens as if 
they were seeing Jesus. There is limited 
freedom in Myanmar. Our entire tent 
was surrounded by armed soldiers. 
But inside we worshipped. I was not 
familiar with the song, but that made no 
difference as I was also being carried 
away by the very real sense of the 
Lord’s presence. Soon, I began to hear 
a tune that sounded familiar. People 
began to move from their low benches 
and come toward the altar. They swayed 
and sang with growing intensity, lifting 
their hands. “When we all get to heaven, 
what a day of rejoicing that will be; when 
we all see Jesus, we will sing and shout 
the victory!” Tears streamed down my 
face as I caught a glimpse of the picture 
painted with words of Scripture.

“All the nations you have made will come 
and worship before you, Lord; they will 
bring glory to your name.” Psalm 86:9.

alking across hot sand up to 
my ankles at a refugee camp 

in Guinea, Africa, I was complaining 
to the Lord: “Why have our people 
from Sierra Leone been so forgotten? 
Thousands are here in this dreadful 
place to escape a brutal war. These 
people have served you faithfully.” Then 
from a distance I heard the faint sounds 
of singing: “Angels bow before him; 
heaven and earth adore him; what a 
mighty God we serve!” Was I hearing 
things? Getting to the camp had been 
a horrendous experience. The night 
before, we were held in a dungeon 
awaiting proof of our identity. Now, as 
we trudged closer, we came to a crude 
structure made of bush poles with 
brush piled on top. I was shocked that 
hundreds of people were in and around 
it singing. My complaining turned to 
tears as I stepped up to a pulpit of sticks. 
Joy filled the rough tabernacle as we 
joined together in true worship despite 
the circumstances. Around the throne 
there will be every tongue and nation 
worshiping our Lord in unity.

JO ANNE LYON
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT 
THE WESLEYAN CHURCH
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TO YOUR NAME
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     IX ILLUMINATING 
WORSHIP ARTS IDEAS
Psalm 19:1  exclaims, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God.” Each day 
provides him a new canvas to paint an 
original design from his endless palate. 
 God’s creative handiwork is 
intentional. And we are the embodiment 
of our Creator, specifically designed to 
declare his glory. Throughout church 
history the arts have been used to 

draw people closer to Christ and reveal 
his glory. In today’s world of rapidly 
changing technologies and visual arts, 
we can powerfully enhance the church’s 
worship ministry. Use of projected 
graphics and videos, live creation of 
artwork, sacred movement, poetry, 
stage design, and many other forms of 
visual arts can work with all the other 
methods of proclaiming God’s Word.  
 God delights in creativity. The 
pressing question for our time is how 
can we help them to see?

By Kerry Kind & Kory Pence
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“It would be easy to abandon a 
unique design with all the technology 
and cues to hit on a weekend. 
Dedicated leadership understands 
that worship arts must not die.” 
- Dave Van Kuelen

  Watch Video
  vimeo.com/134495359

PEOPLE OF THE 
SECOND CHANCE

At Impact Church in Lowell, Michigan, a powerful way to tell the stories of changed 
lives has become an event that everyone looks forward to. They regularly show 
videos of people whose lives were completely transformed by Jesus Christ: people 
of the “second chance.” 
 According to Technical Director Dave Van Kuelen, people come to church 
anticipating these compelling stories and they consistently receive the highest 
feedback. The process is fairly simple. They establish the video theme, prepare the 
interviewee and shape questions to fit the theme, interview them for 25-40 minutes, 
and edit it down to 3-4 minutes. It is filmed with one camera, multiple lenses, and 
natural light. They can interview on a Thursday and have the final video ready for a 
Saturday night service. 
 Dave says, “Yes, it is possible! Powerful, compelling, and affordable videos can 
be done. And will captivate and move an audience.”

CAPTIVATE & MOVE 
MINDS & HEARTS WITH 
TRANSFORMING STORIES

Illustrator Pam Jones created a 
unique portrait of a Bible character 
that paralleled the theme of the 
message for a 6-week series. 

https://www.wesleyan.org/wesleyanlifeonline
https://vimeo.com/134495359
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STATIONS 
OF THE CROSS
At First Wesleyan Church in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, the gospel story of the crucifixion 
and resurrection is told through the “stations 
of the cross.” Christians all over the world have 
worshipped and prayed through the stations 
of the cross since the early church. The eight 
stations of the cross in Tuscaloosa are one giant 
step removed from traditional worship in the 
sanctuary. The physical journey of each person 
and the visual artwork help to strengthen the 
message of the cross being both very personal 
and part of the journey of life. 
 Many of the early Christians made the 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem and walked in the 
footsteps of Jesus. As the church spread far and 
wide, the steps of the sacrifice of Jesus began to 
be observed in countless churches and locations. 
 Because of the Tuscaloosa church’s school, 
day care, discipleship classes, and other events 
throughout each week, people are present in the 
building. Over time, many of them are drawn to 
the stations, and pray and worship through them, 
often following a printed guide. 
 The large, welded metal sculptures are a 
story in themselves. The basic pictorial content 
of each sculpture is possibly ancient, reflecting 
the stations at a church in Warsaw, Poland. Yet 
each is a unique work of art today, and reflects 
the love and sacrifice of many different people 
who worked to see each one come into being, 
especially sculptor Tim Lunceford. 
 Brad Hodges, media director/worship leader, 
said those who come to church often remark 
that the compelling love of Christ is powerfully 
felt in the series of stations. And those who take 
the time to journey and pray through all the 
stations find that they cannot do it without being 
changed. Some end the journey with quiet tears. 
All draw nearer to Christ.

 Watch Video
 vimeo.com/88470768

ANCIENT PRACTICE AND 
PERSONAL PRAYER BLEND 
IN THE CHURCH HALL 
AS PEOPLE JOURNEY 
THROUGH JESUS’ 
SACRIFICE

Sculptor Tim Lunceford 
welded and crafted the 
series of prayer stations

https://www.wesleyan.org/wesleyanlifeonline
https://vimeo.com/88470768
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PRAYER
LABYRINTH

At College Wesleyan Church, in 
Marion, Indiana, people had a special 
opportunity to slow down, worship, and 
pray through the pathway of a “prayer 
labyrinth.” For forty days before Easter 
during the Lenten season, the 60-foot-
diameter labyrinth was seen on the floor 
of the large circular atrium. Throughout 
each week, whenever the building was 
open, people came one-by-one to walk 
through the labyrinth and pray, most 
taking 5-10 minutes. Many used a prayer 
guide, which contained a prayer list, 
thoughts from the Lenten sermon series, 
and some great prayers by people such 
as John Wesley, Mother Theresa, and St. 
Francis of Assisi. 
 There was value in having a sacred 
space to pray that was unprogrammed, 
providing a different kind of personal 
worship experience. 
 Staff pastors Jordan Brown and 
Daniel Rife commented that it is best 
to have a group of people working 
together to lay out the prayer labyrinth 
(done with gaff tape). Templates are 
available for different sizes and shapes 
of labyrinth design. 

ENCOURAGING 
PERSONAL 
WORSHIP 

THROUGHOUT 
LENT

LIVE ART 
& MUSIC 
STIRRED THE 
HEARTS OF 
WORSHIPERS

JESUS PAID 
IT ALL
At Mt. Zion Wesleyan Church in 
Thomasville, North Carolina, right 
before the Easter sermon, people 
were moved by the live painting of 
the hands, feet, and face of Jesus 
Christ. While an arrangement 
of “Jesus Paid it All” was being 
beautifully played by the worship 
team, members of the youth group 
brushed paint onto the six-foot 
canvases in bold red and black colors. 
 Worship Arts Pastor Matt Brady 
revealed that guidelines for the 
brush strokes were penciled onto 
the canvases ahead of time and 
were carefully practiced so that they 
meshed with the music. None of 
that was seen by the congregation, 
however. The bold images effortlessly 
seemed to appear. Live art and music 
stirred the hearts of worshipers.
 Many church members posted 
pictures and videos of the paintings 
in social media, extending the 
witness far beyond the four walls of 
the church.

https://www.wesleyan.org/wesleyanlifeonline
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LIVING A 
BRAND

A rebranded vision and name for the 
church has kindled creative worship. 
Branden and Jenn Petersen, deeply 
involved in a rebranding of Collin Creek 
Church to Sent Church, in Plano, Tex., 
are now living out the vision by church 
planting in New York City. 
  The “rebranding” was more than 
a logo. It was very intentional in the 
impact that was expected. Imagine a 
church whose vision is to constantly be 
making missionaries and sending them 
out, a church that is totally about others 
in its purpose. In a church like this, if 
people are living their lives like people 
who are sent by God to others, it also 
changes worship.
 The rebranding fueled new 
creativity in worship arts. For example, 
a spoken word performance was part 
of the launch service, with this poetry 
installed in the lobby as an artistic 
chalkboard design. A great deal of 
significance was placed on the visuals 
of the new brand message. Solidifying 
the vision with greater clarity drew in 
vision-focused worshipers. 
  In the first year after launch, one 
hundred bold new stories/testimonies 
were told in worship times, videos, and 
various other media, reflecting its new 
identity.

“CHRIST’S 
FEET DID NOT 
STAY, THEY 
WERE SENT”

Gallery
on.fb.me/1R5Q69h

VISUAL ARTS 
CAN APPEAL 
TO OUR SENSES 
AND MOVE 
OUR SOULS

EVOKE EMOTION WITH 
CREATIVE GRAPHICS
Mark Courtney, creative arts director at Daybreak 
Church in Hudsonville, Michigan, noted that God 
gave us our senses to experience life. Vision, 
especially, is our window to the world. Through 
imagery, graphics, and other visual arts we can 
more powerfully reveal God’s character, his 
message, and his love. Using the best possible 
graphics communicates the importance of the 
message. Some practical tips:

• For each new sermon series, alter the imagery
• Use original photography and graphics
• Connect with local design schools as a resource
• Keep text large and simple, using simple 

backgrounds
• Use white text over rich, saturated colors such as 

blue or purple
• Do printing on a digital press
• Stylize your logo in a unique way to reflect the 

series design
• Ask outlandish questions that stimulate new 

ideas (e.g., How can we evoke emotions visually 
without using clichés? What if we could not use 
words? What are five new ways to use silence?)

Our culture today is riveted by imagery, graphics, 
and media. Through imagination and visual artistry 
we can better connect people to God’s character 
and message.

Brand Guide
bit.ly/1ji76xP

Get an insider look 
at the brand guide 
and creativity that 
flowed on launch 
Sunday.

https://www.wesleyan.org/wesleyanlifeonline
https://www.wesleyan.org/d/3ICrDAp/SentChurch-BrandBook.pdf
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hether sung or read as poetry, 
music lyrics help us express our 
experience of God. And the 
outward praise has an effect 
on our inner thoughts. Over 
two hundred years ago, Charles 
Wesley had a special gift of 
capturing our beliefs in lyrics 
that people sang when they 
gathered together and thought 

about when they were alone with God. They have 
comforted untold millions in dark hours and blessed 
them on bright mornings. New believers and seasoned 
saints still find hope and help in many of Wesley’s 
famous lines. He actually transformed the use of music 
in worship in England, a change which has ultimately 
been felt throughout most of the Christian world.

F ROM  P S A L M S  T O 
E X PE R I E N C E
In their childhood, John and Charles used worship 
music primarily by singing the Psalms. Music had a 
limited place in worship. The English Church simply 
sang Scripture. While on board a ship, they encountered 
Moravian Christians who impacted not only their 
faith, but also their view of music. They encountered 
music that was more expressive of spiritual experience. 
John wrote a hymnal first, but ultimately it was 
Charles who wrote over 6,000 hymns that transformed 
English church music by communicating our personal 
experience of God. 

WH E A RT S  OF 
PR A I S E

By Patrick Eby
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H Y M N S  AS 
T E ST I MON Y
Some of Charles’ most popular hymns have been about 
his conversion, such as “O for a Thousand Tongues 
to Sing” and “And Can it Be?” These remind us of the 
change that is possible in our lives if we put our trust 
in God. In just a few words, images are inspired that 
speak of being transformed from hopelessness to new 
life. In “And Can It Be” he describes a change that finds 
echoes in the hearts of millions of believers. 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray—
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

T H E  NAT U R E  OF  G OD
Charles also had the insight to take Bible stories and 
place the singer in the story as the main character. One 
example of this is his use of the story of Jacob wrestling 
with God in Genesis 32. In Charles’ hymn, the singer 
is the one who wrestles with God, desiring to know 
God’s nature and his name. He captures what we feel as 
we struggle to listen for the voice of God in our lives. 
God’s gentle answer can be seen in the climactic verse 
of the hymn. What is God’s nature? What is God’s 
name? For Charles it was universal love. Knowing that 
God is love changes everything, including the way we 
treat other people. 

’Tis love, ’tis love! Thou died for me, 
I hear thy whisper in my heart.
The morning breaks, the shadows flee: 
Pure universal love thou art.

 T H E 
C H R I ST I A N  Y E A R
Charles is also known for songs that we can sing 
as we move through the Christian year. During 
Christmas we sing “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
and at Easter, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” One 
of the most profound collections is his reflections 
on the birth of Jesus in “Hymns for the Nativity of 
our Lord.” He expresses mystery in just a few words: 
“Our God contracted to a span, / Incomprehensibly 
made man.” He notes the paradox of the Incarnation: 
“See in that infant’s face / The depths of deity.” His 
poetry leaves us with awe. 

1 Let earth and heaven combine, 
 Angels and men agree
To praise in songs divine 
 Th’ incarnate deity,
Our God contracted to a span, 
Incomprehensibly made man.

2 He laid his glory by,
 He wrap’d him in our clay,
Unmark’d by human eye 
 The latent Godhead lay;
Infant of days he here became,
And bore the lov’d Immanuel’s name.

3 See in that infant’s face 
 The depths of deity,
And labour while ye gaze 
 To sound the mystery:
In vain; ye angels gaze no more, 
But fall, and silently adore.
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T H E  LOR D’ S  SU PPE R 
A N D  T H E  T R I N I T Y
Charles Wesley also used the hymns to help people 
understand theology. Two examples of this are his “Hymns 
on the Lord’s Supper” and his “Hymns on the Trinity.” 
In both of these collections Charles translates deep 
theology into just a few words in song. “Hymns on the 
Lord’s Supper” illustrates the special place Communion 
has in the life of the Church as Charles describes the deep 
meaning found in Scripture. It is a way to remember 
both that Jesus died for us and that we will one day share 
this meal with Jesus in heaven. Jesus’ sacrifice and his 
command to serve others challenges us to a life of sacrifice 
and love. One of the great mysteries is the Trinity. It is 
God’s revelation of himself to us, but one can get lost 
trying to explain how three can be one. Charles’ approach 
is not to explain, but to affirm and glorify. His hymns 
avow that Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the Father are 
one God. He affirms the three persons in the Trinity and 
the oneness or unity of God. 

We God the Father praise, 
We God the Son adore,
The Spirit of holiness
In majesty and power
Equal to both we magnify, 
And holy, holy, holy cry!

He hath to us made known 
The awful mystery,
The Trinity in One,
And Unity in Three,
And taught the ransom’d sons of men 
What angels never could explain.

Beyond our utmost thought,
And reason’s proudest flight,
We comprehend him not, 
Nor grasp the infinite,
But worship in the mystic Three 
One God to all eternity.

C H A R L E S  A N D 
J OH N  W E S L E Y  U S E D 

M U S I C  A N D  V E R S E 
T O  H E L P  PE OPL E 

E X PLOR E ,  E X PR E S S , 
A N D  A F F I R M  T H E I R 

FA I T H .  C HA R L E S 
W E S L E Y ’ S  V E R S E S 

H AV E  I M PAC T E D 
T H E  S PI R I T UA L 

F OR M AT I ON  OF  MO ST 
OF  T H E  C H R I ST IA N 
WOR L D,  A N D  E V E N 

N OW  C A N  ST I L L  H E L P 
G I V E  U S  A  H E A RT

“LO ST  I N  WON DE R , 

LOV E ,  A N D  PR A I S E .”

DR. PATRICK EBY
teaches church history and theology at Wesley 
Seminary, Indiana Wesleyan University, and Asbury 
Theological Seminary. His research interests include 
Charles and John Wesley, the history and theology of 
Methodism and the Holiness Movement.
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Every movement needs

Why do you write music?

ELIZABETH 
RHYNO

Songs affect us. Songs 
stick, and, therefore, 

they teach. What we sing 
in everyday life impacts 
how we handle trouble 

in this world. 

instructor and director 
of music at Kingswood 

University in Sussex, New 
Brunswick, Canada

therhynos.ca

JENN
PETERSEN

Songs can be birthed out 
of new seasons. God is 

always doing something 
new, and if we can respond 
to that with a new song, it 

communicates well.

singer/songwriter, 
worship and outreach 

pastor; church planting 
in New York City, N.Y.

jennpetersen.com

JOSH 
LAVENDER

Music gives the Church 
a beautiful way to 

remember together 
what God has done, is 

doing, and will do. 

songwriter and worship 
leader at Trinity Church 

in Indianapolis, Ind.

joshlavender.com

CHRIS 
MORGAN

We are made to be 
creative, in the image of 
God himself, and so it’s 

natural for us.

worship pastor at 
12Stone Church in 
Lawrenceville, Ga. 

bit.ly/1iQaekv

Although style changes over time, 
singing hymns and worship songs 

still serves a powerful purpose:

Four gifted songwriters and worship 
leaders offer their perspectives on 
questions about music in worship. 

By Tricia Rife

 INSPIRING US TO 
WORSHIP GOD.
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How do you prepare yourself 
spiritually before you lead worship? 

Before a service, I try to spend time with people. It 
reminds me why we do this as people start sharing 
their stories. God is inviting us to do something 
profound—meet with him. 

I am prayerful as I plan for worship, trying to spend 
as much time in prayer and God’s Word as in song 
selection. I ask God to keep my ears open to his 
voice throughout the week.

Investing time in reading God’s Word and personal 
worship. Also, building a healthy chemistry with 
your team is vital. 

How do you help set the right spirit 
or tone for people to be in the right 
attitude of worship? 

People are distracted by all of the “stuff” of their 
lives, sometimes scarcely aware that God has invited 
them there in the first place. So people really need 
to be shown him. I remind us all that we have been 
invited, and then let Scripture speak. 

The Word of God is so central. A psalm that calls his 
people to respond can help set the tone. 

Worship is when we authentically say “yes” to God’s 
great invitation to what he has given us through 
Jesus. 

What is the biggest 
misconception people have 
about worship? 
Worship is more than singing; it’s our response to 
what God has done for us. It’s how we live.

We must not forget that worship begins with God. 
God reveals himself to us and graciously invites us to 
join in heaven’s song.

The bigger vision is: worship is honoring God with 
our lives for what he has done and for who he is. 

In some churches, the tension 
between having traditional 
or contemporary music is still 
heavy. How is this resolved?

Over time by catching a bigger vision of 
worship. When a grandfather sees his grandson 
engaging with God during a contemporary 
song he may loosen his grip on a specific style. 
The same goes for young people watching 
tears fall from weathered faces.

Missionaries strive to learn the language of 
the people. The same should be true of the 
worship leader and a congregation that wishes 
to reach a community. What is everyone’s heart 
language in music? How do they best resonate 
their song to the Lord?

Decide upon a vision for who you are as a 
church. You adopt a style that is conducive to 
that. Then, do it really well. Make it compelling.

What is the most rewarding part 
of your job? Most difficult? 

I remember a moment when, for the first time, 
I heard a congregation singing a song I had 
written. As I looked around and saw people 
engaging with God, I remember thinking,  
“This is why I do it.” 

Most rewarding is the knitting together of 
hearts as I catch eyes with worshipers. When 
I see the same song on the lips of those 
grieving and those celebrating, God reveals 
his faithfulness. Most difficult: Worship leaders 
have to concentrate on multiple technical tasks 
that are often unseen. Even so, they must be 
prayerful, pastoral, and creative for the glory of 
the Lord and the discipleship of his people.

As a songwriter it is so rewarding writing 
a song for or with someone for a special 
purpose. Most difficult: When you have spent 
years pouring into other lives and they walk 
away from God. But it’s all worth it when you 
see someone who started out far from God 
made new in Christ before your eyes.
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JOSH 

JOSH 

JENN

JENN

JENN

CHRIS

CHRIS
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CHRIS

ELIZABETH

ELIZABETH

ELIZABETH
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n New Year’s Day, 2012, 
my church allowed time for 

testimonies during the Sunday 
morning worship service. While 
testimonies are regularly heard in the 
youth group, it is unusual for this to 
happen in the main service. 
 
 I felt my pulse quicken as it began. A pastor 
invited any who were so inclined to stand and offer a 
two-or-three-sentence testimony about how they had 
seen God working in their lives over the past year. I 
nervously pulled out my notepad. Was anyone going to 
testify? If they did, would they answer the question that 
was asked? Or would some of them begin to become 
sermons? I wondered who was going to testify—
honestly, I expected that all would be in the older 
generation—members who had often done this in their 
younger years. What I saw brought me great joy.
  Four women and four men testified and their 
ages were from the early twenties to the eighties. They 
all were brief and spoke directly about what God had 
done. One man praised the Lord for a cancer-free year. 
Another spoke of God’s faithfulness in a family situation. 
Every single one was edifying and encouraging. The 
atmosphere was electric. We sat in holy awe, waiting for 
what was going to happen next.

O

SAY
ING
  IS

BEL
IEV
ING

By Amanda Hontz Drury
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 I was also surprised by the ethnic 
backgrounds. My church is mostly 
white. Yet three speakers were African-
American, one was Israeli, another was 
Haitian, and only three were Caucasian. 
Giving time for testifying allowed 
everyone to hear a variety of voices we 
might not otherwise have heard. 
 On that morning, the congregation 
was not just hearing stories, we were 
being spiritually shaped. 

Seeing the previous year from the 
perspective of others gave us a new lens 
in our spiritual glasses. 
 My husband, John, and I found we 
were seeing things in a new way when 
we were expecting our first child back 
in 2007. We had been married for five 
years. I remember walking around the 
mall with him—his wide eyes looking 
all around. He blurted out in disbelief: 
“There are kids everywhere!” Now 
there was not an unusual infestation of 
children on this particular occasion. But 
we were different. We were expecting our 

own first child and suddenly we noticed 
children everywhere. The awareness of 
the child I was carrying prompted a new 
outward awareness. 
 God continually manifests himself 
in our lives, but we don’t always see 
that. In order for us to testify to God’s 
influence in our lives we must first be 
aware of him. In order to have eyes to 
see, we need to be in a state of perpetual 
“advent”—always expecting, hoping, and 
looking for the presence of God. Indeed, 
advent is more than simply waiting. 
This term implies a rich, cultivated hope 
that God is active and moving in our 
world. Perpetual advent means we are 
always seeking out and hoping for the 
sanctifying presence of God. 
What is more, God’s activity in the world 
is available to us. He forms us further 
into the image of Christ, altering our 
thinking and our actions so that the 
children of God more closely resemble 
their heavenly father. The idea of 
perpetual advent does not mean that 
there are times when God is not with us, 
rather, there are times in our lives when 
we are ready to be more susceptible to 
his presence. 
 Most of us will live in a more 
expectant, advent-like state in highly 
concentrated times like a mission trip or 
a spiritual retreat. We expect or at least 
hope that some kind of experience with 
God will take place. Youth pastors 

ON THAT MORNING, 
THE CONGREGATION 
WAS NOT JUST 
HEARING STORIES, 
WE WERE BEING 
SPIRITUALLY SHAPED. 

MOST OF US WILL LIVE IN A MORE 
EXPECTANT, ADVENT-LIKE STATE IN 
HIGHLY CONCENTRATED TIMES LIKE A 
MISSION TRIP OR A SPIRITUAL RETREAT.
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advent-like state in our day-to-day lives, we 
are charged to live in the conviction that God 
can and does regularly break into our lives 
and our normal routines. We can create space 
for testifying after summer camp, yes, but 
also on a Wednesday evening in the middle 
of March. God is as active at home as he is 
on mission trips, and we are compelled to 
give space to hear about it on a more regular 
basis. When we model to our congregations 
our assumption that God is active in our 
children’s lives and in our own lives, we help 
form a hopeful expectation giving them eyes 
to see God at work. We call attention to God 
breaking into our humanity. 
 

Indeed he is. God is active. God wants to 
be known. When we testify to this reality, 
it further forms us, and also develops the 
advent expectation in our whole faith 
community. “The life appeared; we have seen 
it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and 
has appeared to us” (1 John 1:2).

often instruct their teenagers to be 
on the lookout for God during these 
experiences. They are more susceptible 
to what we might call “God-sightings.” 
On a typical Sunday morning, if a church 
does allow time for people to testify, it 
is often after these kinds of experiences. 
It is not so uncommon for teenagers 
to return from a trip and share about 
building homes in Mexico or their week 
away at youth camp. This is great, but if 
these are the only times testimonies are 
called for, aren’t we implying that these 
are the only times that God speaks into 
our world? 
  But what if we return home 
from mission trips with the expectation 
that God might still be at work in our 
everyday lives? What if a teenager left 
youth camp with the belief that he will 
still encounter the presence of God in 
his hometown? If we want to keep this 

JOHN WESLEY’S 
LAST WORDS WERE, 
“THE BEST OF ALL IS,

GOD IS WITH US.”

...WE MUST LIVE IN 
THE CONVICTION THAT 
GOD CAN AND DOES 
REGULARLY BREAK INTO 
OUR LIVES AND OUR 
NORMAL ROUTINES.

REV. AMANDA DRURY
is an ordained minister in The Wesleyan Church. She has 
served in youth ministry for almost 15 years and is assistant 
professor of practical theology at Indiana Wesleyan University.

Adapted from Saying is Believing: The Necessity 

of Testimony in Adolescent Spiritual Development, 

Intervarsity Press, 2015
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did three things with the 
bread. He took it, broke it, and gave it. 
In the miracle working hands of Christ the 
ordinary becomes extraordinary. The bread, 
in a way that transcends physicality, becomes 
his body. What transformed the ordinary 
bread into Christ’s extraordinary body? The 
breaking. The transformation of the ordinary 
into the extraordinary comes after, and only 
after, the breaking by Christ’s hands. 

Christ does to us what 
       he did to the bread. 

Christians participate in the sacrament of 
Communion because it is a means of grace 
by which Christ breaks us to make us what 
he has created us to be. Communion is not 
merely a memorial; Christ is really, even if not 
physically, present with us when we eat and 
drink at his table. What kind of host would he 
be if he wasn’t fully present at a meal to which 
he invites us? 

Jesus

While they
were eating,

and when he had given THANKS,

and gave it to 
his disciples, saying,

- Mark 14:22 -

HE BROKE IT

By Lenny Luchetti
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If so, you might remember some wonderful ones. You might also remember 
how some people would ramble on for too long. What God was doing in their 
lives was great, but once they started repeating themselves, everyone started 
fidgeting. 
 As the body of Christ, we truly need to share testimonies of how God is 
moving in our lives. There are some incredible stories that are very inspiring. 
But as churches have gotten bigger, they have created multiple services and 
tighter schedules. They can no longer risk having someone ramble on during 
a testimony time. Many congregations have stopped sharing testimonies 
during services. However, this is where video can come to the rescue.

 Often, video is viewed as a form of entertaining the audience or of 
capturing their attention. In some churches it is used as an extension of 
the preacher. However, perhaps the most transformational use of video is 
capturing an incredibly inspiring story from someone in our midst and 
sharing it with everyone. People don’t have to be great speakers or be able to 
deliver a testimony perfectly. They just need to have great stories of what God 
is doing. Identifying great stories of God’s faithfulness requires listening to 
what people have to say. Storytellers bring good news. 
 Such stories should be a part of our services. One practical way is to fit 
short testimonies in between songs related to that topic. Instruments in the 
background can gradually increase the intensity adding momentum to the 
story being shared. 
 Earlier this year during a video recording session, quintessential pastor 
David Kinnan commented, “Filmmakers are the altar-builders of our 
time.” We no longer pile up stones to remember God’s faithfulness, but we 
can ensure that the great stories are preserved and passed on to others by 
capturing them through video.

ST   RIES 
CAPTURED
By Wesley Dean

Have you ever attended a church that had a 
period of testimonies when people could stand up 
and share their testimony during the service?

 There is no other element in Christian 
worship that requires more faith than 
participation in the sacrament of 
Communion. Connecting with Christ 
through music, preaching, and prayer 
makes more sense, logically, than 
communing with Christ through the 
eating of bread. Yet, we do it because he 
asked us to. 

Communion, then, clearly 
requires faith. It is a 
faith-builder through 
which Christ breaks us to 
make ordinary sinners into 
extraordinary disciples.

 
 If Christ is present in Communion 
to transform us like he did the bread, so 
that we too become his body, shouldn’t 
we take the sacrament more often? How 
about monthly, maybe even weekly in 
some seasons? Imagine the thoughtful 
devotion and creativity we could pour into 
this dynamic element of Christian worship 
if it were offered more than a few times 
a year. We preach, sing, and pray every 
week and people come back for more. 
Communion offers what no other element 
of Christian worship can: a sacred symbol 
that expresses the fullness of Christ’s 
presence with us and his relentless desire 
to break us to make us what he has created 
us to be. Now that’s a meal that will keep 
worshipers coming back for more.

FILMMAKERS ARE THE
ALTAR-BUILDERS OF OUR TIME.

Ideas through story
intermotionmedia.com

Testimony Video
http://bit.ly/1V5GNvM

Find his book True Depth 
at the WPH store 
wphstore.com/product/DIG148

DR. LENNY LUCHETTI
is an ordained minister with The Wesleyan 
Church. He presently serves as associate 
professor of proclamation and Christian 
ministries at Wesley Seminary of Indiana 
Wesleyan University.

WESLEY DEAN
a former missionary is now videographer and photographer 
for InterMotion Media and has produced various projects 
for The Wesleyan Church.
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ear Wesleyan Parents, 

As Christian parents we know the deep joys, 
sharp pains, and legitimate fears involved in raising of 
children who will commit their lives to loving God and 
others. We also know that in the “blink of an eye” our 
children move out of our hands and homes and into 
the world. We shift from being in relative control of 
their lives to, at best, being occasional consultants. All 
the while we continually pray that God will guide them 
and bring transformative people into their lives. 
 Throughout their young lives we partner with 
our churches, pastors, and fellow parishioners to be a 
“Christian village” to help raise disciples. Together we 
invest hours of formal discipleship—Sunday school, 
worship services, Bible studies, youth groups, and 
camps. 
 Then, they graduate and move on to college or 
career. If into a career, we pray they find a quality 
church that will continue to build upon and leverage 
our spiritual investment in their lives. If off to college, 
well, that is a completely different challenge.
 Choosing the college route requires parents to ask 
themselves important questions: What will she study? 
How much will it cost? Where should he live? Will 
she be safe? Which school is the best? Who will be his 
professors? Who will become her friends? The list goes 
on.
 There is one other vital question, which is often 
asked too late. What school will leverage the spiritual 
investment in my child’s life and lead them beyond a 
career to a lifelong calling of serving God? 
 There may be many good answers to that 

question. But for The Wesleyan Church, there are five 
great answers: Houghton College, Indiana Wesleyan 
University, Kingswood University, Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University, and Southern Wesleyan University.
 Our colleges and universities are arguably the 
most extensive and intense discipleship program in 
our church. Obviously our colleges are not just big 
churches filled with 18 to 22-year-olds. Their sole job 
is not just making disciples. They are institutions of 
Christian higher education that offer numerous degrees 
to traditional students and adult students of all ages. If 
they did not provide a quality education and accredited 
degrees they would be a failure. But if they did not make 
their students more like Christ that would be a failure 
as well. Consider the following “formal program” for 
Christian formation on our traditional campuses.
 Clearly these numbers don’t take into account 
the informal and invaluable impact of being formed 
by a Christian family, friends, and congregations, 
nor the fact that God has ordained his Church as 
the primary conduit for experiencing grace.
 Furthermore, not everyone can or needs to go 
to college and for those who do, the primary reason 
is to get an education. If you only want Christian 
formation and discipleship there are many cheaper 
ways to get it. But if you are sending your son 
or daughter to college and to a Wesleyan school, 
they will not only get a quality education, they 
will also experience one of the most intense and 
transformative discipleship programs of their lives, 
and that is priceless.

One of The Most Intense

Extended Transformative 

Discipleship Programs

in the Church.

D

Average Wesleyan Church

Worship Chapels

Sunday School Bible & Theology Classes

Christian Camp (5th-12th) Spiritual Emphasis Weeks
(Spring & Fall)

Bible Study, Small Groups,  
& Youth Group

Dorm Devotions
& Small Groups

Other Retreat (5th-12th) Christian Residential
Community

Average Hours A Week: Average Hours A Week:

Average Days A Year: Average Days A Year:

Average Hours of Formal Christian Formation / Discipleship Per Week

Average Days of Residential Christian Community Per Year

Wesleyan College / University
1st - 12th Grade

1 3

1 1

5 6

3 224

8 230

1 1

3 5

Traditional Freshman-Senior
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ear Wesleyan Parents, 

As Christian parents we know the deep joys, 
sharp pains, and legitimate fears involved in raising of 
children who will commit their lives to loving God and 
others. We also know that in the “blink of an eye” our 
children move out of our hands and homes and into 
the world. We shift from being in relative control of 
their lives to, at best, being occasional consultants. All 
the while we continually pray that God will guide them 
and bring transformative people into their lives. 
 Throughout their young lives we partner with 
our churches, pastors, and fellow parishioners to be a 
“Christian village” to help raise disciples. Together we 
invest hours of formal discipleship—Sunday school, 
worship services, Bible studies, youth groups, and 
camps. 
 Then, they graduate and move on to college or 
career. If into a career, we pray they find a quality 
church that will continue to build upon and leverage 
our spiritual investment in their lives. If off to college, 
well, that is a completely different challenge.
 Choosing the college route requires parents to ask 
themselves important questions: What will she study? 
How much will it cost? Where should he live? Will 
she be safe? Which school is the best? Who will be his 
professors? Who will become her friends? The list goes 
on.
 There is one other vital question, which is often 
asked too late. What school will leverage the spiritual 
investment in my child’s life and lead them beyond a 
career to a lifelong calling of serving God? 
 There may be many good answers to that 

question. But for The Wesleyan Church, there are five 
great answers: Houghton College, Indiana Wesleyan 
University, Kingswood University, Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University, and Southern Wesleyan University.
 Our colleges and universities are arguably the 
most extensive and intense discipleship program in 
our church. Obviously our colleges are not just big 
churches filled with 18 to 22-year-olds. Their sole job 
is not just making disciples. They are institutions of 
Christian higher education that offer numerous degrees 
to traditional students and adult students of all ages. If 
they did not provide a quality education and accredited 
degrees they would be a failure. But if they did not make 
their students more like Christ that would be a failure 
as well. Consider the following “formal program” for 
Christian formation on our traditional campuses.
 Clearly these numbers don’t take into account 
the informal and invaluable impact of being formed 
by a Christian family, friends, and congregations, 
nor the fact that God has ordained his Church as 
the primary conduit for experiencing grace.
 Furthermore, not everyone can or needs to go 
to college and for those who do, the primary reason 
is to get an education. If you only want Christian 
formation and discipleship there are many cheaper 
ways to get it. But if you are sending your son 
or daughter to college and to a Wesleyan school, 
they will not only get a quality education, they 
will also experience one of the most intense and 
transformative discipleship programs of their lives, 
and that is priceless.
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Discipleship Programs

in the Church.
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Christian Camp (5th-12th) Spiritual Emphasis Weeks
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Other Retreat (5th-12th) Christian Residential
Community

Average Hours A Week: Average Hours A Week:

Average Days A Year: Average Days A Year:

Average Hours of Formal Christian Formation / Discipleship Per Week

Average Days of Residential Christian Community Per Year

Wesleyan College / University
1st - 12th Grade

1 3

1 1

5 6
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1 1

3 5

Traditional Freshman-Senior
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 The truth of who initiates worship 
should be liberating. Without this 
perspective, we can so easily slip 
into the performance trap. Consider 
the error of viewing worship as 
something we do for God—something 
we started. Do we then hope that God 
will find us good enough or righteous 
enough for him to show up? If that is 
our perspective, there is enormous 
pressure on us to perform. We will 
plead with God to come and be in 
our midst. But there is a fundamental 
problem with this. 
 God is sovereign; he is God. And 
while we may know a lot of talented 
and godly preachers, pastors, 
musicians, artists, and shepherds in 
the church today, there are none who 
are talented or spiritual enough to call 
Almighty God into their midst. There 
is no one whose talents, abilities, 
or righteousness are sufficient to 
summon God to be present or to do 
something. 
 Would you ever accept an 
invitation to a party, then show up and 
expect to have to sing a song, dance a 
jig, or give a polished speech in order 
to see or interact with the one throwing 
the party? Of course not. The one 
who calls the party is the first person 
present—the one awaiting the arrival of 
his or her guests, welcoming them.

 Can you imagine what the 
outcome would be if we came 
to worship each week with the 
understanding of God as the inviter to 
the event? Would we come with more 
expectant hearts? It is not primarily 
what we get out of worship, although 
an authentic encounter with God will 
certainly not leave us unchanged. 
But how might we respond to God in 
a new understanding of his love and 
his purpose for being in our midst? 
Would we come with the mindset, not 
of performers to be evaluated, not as 
consumers coming to be entertained, 
but rather as invited guests—
participants called and desired by God 
to be in communion with him? Perhaps 
we’d even begin to come to church on 
time! After all, who wants to keep the 
Lord waiting?

 There is power in 
understanding God 
as the initiator of 
worship. There is clarity 
in understanding 
that worship is not 
an invention or 
performance, but an 
invitation. It’s an invited 
opportunity for each 

of us to come into the presence of the 
Holy One. He has shown us by the very 
sacrifice of Christ that he desires above 
all else to be in loving conversation 
with us, his children.

AN INVITATION FROM GOD
CONTINUED...

DR. EMILY VERMILYA
directs both worship arts and 
ministry development at College 
Wesleyan Church in Marion, Ind. 
She is also the graduate professor 
of worship studies at the Robert 
E. Webber Institute for Worship 
Studies and adjunct faculty in the 
School of Theology and Ministry 
at Indiana Wesleyan University.

Our responsibility 
as worshipers is to 
joyfully participate in 
the response to God’s 
revelation.
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Wesleyan Worship Arts Collective and 
Seedbed’s Worship Design Collective partner 
to build a community of worship leaders 
bringing renewal into congregational worship. 

Join voices with other worship designers and 
sow for a great awakening at: 

worship leading types worshipdesigncollective.com

https://www.wesleyan.org/wesleyanlifeonline
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WorshipLeadingTypes/
http://worshipdesigncollective.seedbed.com/
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 Next generation of songwriters 
 emerges at Kingswood
In August, Kingswood University became the first Canadian site for 
The Emerging Sound, a songwriting youth event. Teens received 
hands-on learning from acclaimed songwriters, Jennie Lee Riddle 
(“Revelation Song”) and Travis Ryan (“We Believe”). Some of the songs 
composed during the camp will be recorded for an upcoming release 
from Emerging Sound.
 “This was a successful initiative for investing in the next generation 
of worship leaders,” said Elizabeth Rhyno, director of worship at 
Kingswood. “As campers honed their music skills, their hearts for the 
church grew.”

 IWU Orchestra 
 performs at Chichén Itzá  
 
The Indiana Wesleyan University Orchestra performed at the fifth annual 
OperaMaya International Music Festival in Mexico this summer. This 
is the first international trip for the orchestra. Thirty students and their 
music professors performed throughout the Yucatán Peninsula. Part of the 
festival included a special performance at Chichén Itzá, one of the modern 
Seven Wonders of the World.
 The OperaMaya International Music Festival is designed to create an 
intercultural experience by bringing together orchestras and opera singers 
from around the world. 

“Chichen Itza 3” by Daniel Schwen 
CC BY-SA 4.0 via wikimedia.org

 victoriajrowe
One of my highlights of the week was the 
last writing session when God graciously 
reminded me of the beauty, simplicity, 
and sacrifice held within the gospel 
#praiseGod #tes15canada

 encounter_ku
A sweet moment in the presence of the 
Lord at His table #tes15canada

See more...
instagram.com/explore/tags/tes15canada
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https://instagram.com/explore/tags/tes15canada/
https://instagram.com/p/6bfOGMKsL4/?tagged=tes15canada
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The first-ever massive international youth convention of The Wesleyan 
Church took place in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1965. This year marks the  
50th anniversary of Wesleyan youth conventions. Each one has been 
unique, but each one has been marked by a powerful moving of God’s 
Spirit and thousands of changed lives. So FOLLOW will be unique, but in 
some of the most important ways, the same. 
 The FOLLOW conference reminds students across North America 
that every one of them matters, God is near, they are related to Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit is the ultimate source of inspiration. It will motivate 
students to embark on the journey of finding their purpose in Jesus and 
living life on mission.

 Houghton ranked 
 as top college
 

Money magazine ranked Houghton a 
top college in two categories: Money’s 
Best Colleges 2015 and The 25 Best 
Private Colleges for Merit Aid, stating 
that “Houghton is where smart 
students can earn the most financial 
aid.”
 Buffalo Business ranked Houghton, 
among all Western New York colleges, 
as having the best retention rate, the 
best graduation rate, the most out-of-
state students, a best value in private 
liberal arts colleges, the highest rated 
college or university, and the second 
highest SAT percentile in western N.Y.

 OKWU announces 
 three new deans 
Oklahoma Wesleyan University has 
appointed three new deans: Dr. Gentry 
Sutton, Dean Jessica Johnson, and Dr. 
Brian Epperson.
 Professor Jessica Johnson has been at 
OKWU since 2013 as assistant professor 
of nursing. She is now dean of nursing, 
after serving as interim dean. Dr. Gentry 
Sutton will lead the School of Arts & 
Sciences in addition to being assistant 
professor of English. Dr. Brian Epperson 
will serve as Dean of the Chesapeake 
Energy School of Business. Previously, 
Dr. Epperson was assistant professor 
of business and director of the Master 
of Business Administration and the 
Master of Science in Strategic Leadership 
programs at OKWU. 

COME FOLLOW ME. MATTHEW 4:19

SWU offering scholarships 
to kids of DePayne 
Middleton-Doctor

 
Southern Wesleyan University is offering full tuition scholarships for the 
four children of DePayne Middleton-Doctor, a university employee who 
was among the nine victims of the tragic Emanuel AME Church shooting on 
June 17 in Charleston, S.C. The scholarships will cover each child’s tuition 
for their entire enrollment, if they choose to attend Southern Wesleyan.
 Middleton-Doctor was employed at Southern Wesleyan’s Charleston 
learning center as an admissions coordinator. She was also a 1994 Southern 
Wesleyan alumna. The scholarships allow SWU to honor Dr. Middleton-
Doctor, who focused on serving others.

December
28-31, 2015

Indianapolis 
Indiana

FOLLOW2015.COM
follow2015.com/#registration

Milestone year for 
Wesleyan youth conventions
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ALEXANDER, REV. DEWAIN (74)
Rev. Dewain Alexander passed away 
February 20 in St. Marys, Ohio. A 
veteran of the U.S. Air Force, Rev. 
Alexander also pastored Wesleyan 
churches in Ohio. He was preceded 
in death by three brothers and three 
sisters. Survivors include his wife, 
Carole, five sons, two daughters, 
eight grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren.

ALLEN, REV. O.M. (88)
Rev. O.M. Allen died July 6 in Clay 
Center, Kan. A veteran of the U.S. 
Navy, he pastored Wesleyan churches 
for 28 years in Kansas. Rev. Allen 
also served on the district board for 
15 years. Survivors include Joyce, his 
wife of 66 years, one daughter, two 
sons, five grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren, one sister, and one 
brother.

BALL, REV. WILLIAM “BILL” (63)
Rev. William “Bill” Ball died on April 
26 in Flagstaff, Ariz. A veteran of 
the U.S. Navy, he served on the field 
staff of the Navigators. He was also 
a minister in The Wesleyan Church 
and served churches in Kansas and 
Arizona. He is survived by his wife, 
Lois, two sons, two daughters, and 
thirteen grandchildren. 

COX, REV. LEROY (88) 
Rev. Leroy Cox passed away May 
22 in Liberty, S.C. A minister with 
The Wesleyan Church, he pastored 
churches for over 50 years in North 
and South Carolina. Survivors include 
Loma, his wife of 67 years, two sons, 
two daughters, six grandchildren, and 
one sister. 

DANIEL, REV. ROBERT (67)
Rev. Robert Daniel passed away July 
24 in Rockwood, Tenn. A Wesleyan 
minister, Rev. Daniel also served as a 
chaplain of the Tennessee State Guard 
for 15 years. Survivors include Linda, 
his wife of 45 years, one son, one 
daughter, a brother, a sister, and one 
grandson.

DEN HOLLANDER, REV. JOHN, SR. (81)
Rev. John den Hollander, Sr., died January 5 in 
Berwick, Nova Scotia, Canada, and served as a 
Wesleyan pastor in New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia. Rev. den Hollander was preceded in death 
by a daughter, two sons, and a brother. Survivors 
include his wife, Gerrie, three sons, one daughter, two 
sisters, two brothers, 10 grandchildren, and 15 great-
grandchildren.

FREED, REV. AUDLEY (85)
Rev. Audley Freed passed away July 4 in Casa 
Mora, Fla. A minister of The Wesleyan Church, he 
pastored Bradenton Wesleyan Church for many years. 
Survivors include Jane, his wife of 68 years, two sons, 
and one daughter. 

GARMAN, REV. GEORGE “BAKE” (65)
Rev. George Baker “Bake” Garman passed away 
June 14 in Morganton, N.C. Rev. Garman was a 
veteran, who served with the U.S. Army Reserves 
and as a pastor with The Wesleyan Church. Survivors 
include his wife, Donna, one son, two daughters, one 
grandson, one brother, and one sister.

GILMORE, REV. VIRGINIA (98)
Rev. Virginia Gilmore passed away July 15 in Marlton, 
N.J., and served as a minister of The Wesleyan 
Church. She and her late husband, Cecil, carried on 
the ministry of Wiley Mission in Marlton, which was 
founded by her father. She pastored Wiley Church for 
many years and sang and preached with her husband 
on the radio with Wiley Gospel Echoes. Survivors 
include five sons, one daughter, 24 grandchildren, 
42 great-grandchildren, and six great-great 
grandchildren. 

JOHNSON, REV. WAYNE (62)
Rev. Wayne Johnson passed away 
June 22 in Eden, N.C. A Wesleyan 
minister, he pastored churches in 
North Carolina for 35 years and 
was the NC East District office 
administrator. He was also a veteran 

of the U.S. Air Force. Survivors include Sylvia, his wife 
of nearly 45 years, three sons, and one daughter. 

JUDY, REV. JAMES, JR. (93)
Rev. James Judy passed away July 31 in Prairie City, 
S.D. A Wesleyan pastor at churches in Indiana, South 
Dakota, Montana, Arizona, and California, Rev. Judy 
was also a Navy veteran who served in World War 
II. He was preceded in death by his wife, Edna, and 
siblings. Survivors include one son, one daughter, 
three grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

https://www.wesleyan.org/wesleyanlifeonline
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MORENO, REV. HECTOR (56)
Rev. Hector Moreno passed away June 18. 
A minister in Distrito Hispano Suroeste 
(Southwest Hispanic District), he was 
pastor of the Christ Center Wesleyan 
Church in Sedona, Ariz., at the time of his 
death. He is survived by his wife, Dora, 
three daughters, and one granddaughter.

NEWLIN, REV. RAYMOND (81)
Rev. Raymond Newlin passed away June 
14 in Pilesgrove, N.J. He founded and 
pastored the Wesleyan Methodist Church 
in Orefield, Penn. He also pastored in 
New Jersey. Rev. Newlin had a heart for 
missions and served as a district missions 
director, as well as traveling on eight 
missions trips to the Caribbean and South 
America. He was preceded in death by two 
brothers and one grandchild. Survivors 
include his wife, Etta, three sons, two 
daughters, 16 grandchildren, 13 great 
grandchildren, one brother, and one sister. 

PFAFF, REV. DELL (58)
Rev. Dell Pfaff passed away July 2 in 
Martinsville, Ind. He pastored Wesleyan 
churches in the Indiana South District. 
Rev. Pfaff was preceded in death by his 
mother and a brother. Survivors include 
his wife, Rosanne, father and stepmother, 
and two sisters.

ROSS, MARGARET (77) 
Margaret Ross passed away 
August 1 in Brooksville, 
Fla. She served alongside 
her husband, Barry, as 
missionaries in Japan with 
Wesleyan World Missions. 
She also taught at Union 
Biblical Seminary in central India in 
the 1970s and 1990s. In between those 
years, the couple returned to the U.S., 
where Margaret taught in public schools. 
Survivors include her husband, Barry, two 
daughters, one son, seven grandchildren, 
one great-grandchild, three sisters, and 
two brothers. 

SAUNDERS, REV. DALLAS 
STEPHEN “STEVE” (63)
Rev. Dallas Stephen (Steve) 
Saunders passed away July 7. 
He lived in Asheboro, N.C. A 
minister with The Wesleyan 

Church, Rev. Saunders served churches in 
Florida, North Carolina, and South Carolina. 
He also served as a missionary with Global 
Partners in South America. A daughter 
preceded him in death. Survivors include 
Carolyn, his wife of 42 years, one son, one 
daughter, four grandchildren, two brothers, 
one sister, a stepsister, and his stepmother.

TRAUGH, LOIS DOWNEY (84)
Lois Downey Traugh passed 
away July 27 in Asheboro, 
N.C. Lois served alongside 
her first husband, Paul, as 
missionaries in Curacao, 
Brazil, Guyana, and 
Suriname with Wesleyan 
World Missions. The two also served 
together in pastoral ministry in Ohio and 
Michigan. They served as missionaries in 
residence at Southern Wesleyan University 
in Central, S.C. and retired there. She was 
preceded in death by Rev. Paul R. Downey, 
her husband of 50 years; Hubert Traugh, 
her husband of nine months; and three 
granddaughters. Survivors include two 
daughters, two sons, two stepdaughters, 14 
grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren, and 
one sister. 

WALKER, REV. MARION (91)
Rev. Marion Walker passed away May 31 
in Lehighton, Penn. A former instructor 
at the Pilgrim Holiness Bible College in 
Colorado Springs, Colo., he and his wife, 
Elda, served as missionaries in the Cayman 
Islands. Upon return to the U.S., he served 
as pastor of Pilgrim Holiness churches in 
Maryland and Virginia. He was preceded in 
death by two sisters, two brothers, and one 
granddaughter. Survivors include his wife, 
one son, three daughters, 10 grandchildren, 
and 22 great-grandchildren.

WRIGHT, VIRGINIA (MEEKS) (90)
Virginia Wright passed away July 21 
in Marion, Ind. Born of missionary 
parents in India, she and her 
husband, Dr. Wayne Wright, served 
as teachers and administrators 
in the Philippines with Wesleyan 
World Missions (now Global Partners), 
for more than 18 years. Virginia served 
as office manager for the radio program 
of The Wesleyan Church, The Wesleyan 
Hour, for nine years. She also accompanied 
her husband on international trips as he 
served in leadership for Wesleyan World 
Missions, often teaching alongside him. 
She was co-coordinator for the Wesleyan 
CoMission educational ministry in Russia 
in its early years. Virginia also served as 
co-pastor at the Wesleyan church in Mt. 
Etna, Indiana. Her husband passed away 
August 29, 2015. Survivors include three 
children, seven grandchildren, and eight 
great-grandchildren. 

Wright, Dr. Wayne (88), 
former General Secretary 
of World Missions

Rev. Dr. Wayne Wright passed away August 29 in Marion, Ind. Born a preacher’s son, 
Wayne responded to God’s call to missionary service. A veteran of the U.S. Navy, he 
completed a Bachelor’s degree at Asbury College, Masters degrees from Butler University 
and Indiana Wesleyan University, and received an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from 
Houghton College. 
 He was married to Virginia for almost 66 years before her passing on July 21, 2015. 
The couple left teaching at Frankfort Pilgrim College in 1951 for missionary service in the 
Philippines. Returning to the U.S. in 1970, Wayne served for 22 years as a leader of Wesleyan 
World Missions, the last eight as General Secretary. A major achievement of those years was 
the effort to multiply the number of global Wesleyan churches to 2000 by the year 2000.
 In semi-retirement, Wayne and Virginia served as co-coordinators of Wesleyan 
CoMission educational ministries in Russia. They also pastored the Mt. Etna Wesleyan 
Church before retiring to Brooksville, Florida. He is survived by his sister, Faith Linton, three 
children, Mary Beth (Jeffery) Fussner, David (Helen) Wright, and Daniel (Karen) Wright, 
seven grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.
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