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INTRODUCTION

Revelation is probably the most puzzling book in the
Bible for many of us. Indeed, it is so different from the
other books that many christians leave it alone altogether,
never really venturing inside. the confusion is compounded
by the fact that some people try to use Revelation as a
tool to predict the future. these individuals comb world
events for some hint about how the world might soon
come to an end.

thus far, all attempts to predict the near future by way
of Revelation have been wrong, sometimes ludicrously
wrong. this fact is a sobering warning to those of us
who have such itches. All such individuals who have
gone before have turned out to be wrong, perhaps we
might even call them false prophets.

5



One aspect of Revelation that makes it so difficult for
us is the fact that it utilizes three different types of liter-
ature all in the same book. First, it includes letters to
seven specific churches, the churches of what was called
“Asia Minor.” today, we know this territory as turkey.
Although God preserved Revelation for all of us, its first
audiences knew it as a text addressed specifically to
them. If we cannot make sense of Revelation on their
terms, we probably are not reading it correctly.

It is also a book of prophecy about things that “must
soon take place” (Rev. 1:1). At the end of what was then
the scroll of Revelation, Jesus warned those who would
add or take away from “this scroll of prophecy” (22:19).
Prophecy in this sense was primarily about the near
future, although it can also relate to the far future as well.

Finally, the book of Revelation was an “apocalypse.”
We don’t have this type of literature today. the first verse
describes this book as the apocalypsis of Jesus christ,
translated as the “revelation” of Jesus christ. this is where
the name of the book comes from. And this is also why
Revelation is sometimes simply called the “Apocalypse.”
In this Jewish genre of literature, a heavenly being usually
visits an earthly hero and reveals things to him, in this case
about the future. One of the key truths the being reveals is
usually that God is going to win, even if at the time of
writing things were not necessarily looking so good.
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this devotional presents six weeks of studies that walk
through the book of Revelation in the new testament.
each individual week has five devotions, looking at a
number of verses each day. the aim is to experience life
transformation by hearing God speak to us through the
words he revealed to the churches of Revelation in the first
century. We want to hear God speak to us through scrip-
ture and then live faithfully to his Word through the power
of the holy spirit.
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Week 1

THE VOICE OF JESUS
Revelation 1:1–20

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. then he
placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. 
I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was

dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! 
And I hold the keys of death and hades.”

—ReVeLAtIOn 1:17–18



Day 1

THE REVELATION OF CHRIST
Revelation 1:1–3

INTRODUCTION

the book of Revelation begins by describing itself as
“the revelation of Jesus christ.” to be sure, there are
many revelations in this book, but we should especially
take notice of the one to whom God gave them—Jesus.
the speaker here is more important than the message
itself. 

ENGAGE

the content of Jesus’ revelation were things that
would soon take place. John, the writer of Revelation,
indicated that “the time is near” (Rev. 1:3). these words
are a reminder that, while some of Revelation clearly has
not taken place, we should expect to find a great deal in
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this book that was directly relevant to those churches in
Asia to which this letter was first given. Revelation was
not some puzzling book that no one had any chance of
understanding until we came along. no, the imagery of
Revelation was built on images in the first century and
allusions to institutions and practices that its audiences
would have immediately understood. the miracle is that
we can also hear God’s word to us today in it as well!

EXAMINE

the revelation of Jesus was given to someone named
John. some call him “John the Revelator.” tradition
associates him with John the son of Zebedee, one of
Jesus’ disciples, the same John who is also associated
with the gospel of John. however, the style and general
approach of these two books is so different that most
new testament experts think they were probably written
by two different individuals, perhaps both named John.
If I were to guess personally, it seems more likely to me
that the book of Revelation was the one written by John
the son of Zebedee. Revelation has much more of an
apocalyptic flavor than the gospel of John, which is
much more symbolic in its approach to Jesus.
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EXPLORE

John told the churches in Asia they would be blessed
if they listened to the words of Revelation and took to
heart what is written in it (1:3). At first this blessing may
seem a little strange. Isn’t Revelation just a set of pre-
dictions? no, it surely is about much more than simply
giving information about the future. Does not Revelation
powerfully teach us whose side we should be on? Does
not Revelation powerfully teach us that it is God, rather
than Rome, to whom we should give our loyalty? Does
not Revelation urge us on in faithfulness to God and
christ, no matter what opposition we may face? Yes,
Revelation teaches us all these things and more.

PRAYER

Jesus, give us eyes to see the big picture of your plan.
May we not get stuck in the small concerns of a passing
moment.

For here we do not have an enduring city, 
but we are looking for the city that is to come.

—heBReWs 13:14
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Day 2

PICTURES OF GOD AND CHRIST
Revelation 1:4–8

INTRODUCTION

In this greeting to the churches, John gave a spectacular
picture of God and christ. God the Father is the eternal
one, the one who is and was and is to come. Jesus is the
king, the firstborn from the dead. 

ENGAGE

God the Father is described in this doxology as the
one who “is and who was and who is to come” (1:4). he
is also “the Alpha and Omega” and the Almighty (1:8).
What incredibly powerful descriptions of God! Before
all time, God the Father has always been, and if nothing
else continued to exist, he would still be here, there, and
everywhere. he is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning
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and the end. Alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet,
and Omega the last letter. he is also almighty, all-powerful.
he is the one to whom all glory must ultimately go (1:6).
God is in fact the one who gave Jesus the revelation of
this book in the first place (1:1).

EXAMINE

What spectacular descriptions of Jesus we also find
in these verses! he is the faithful witness to the Father.
he is the firstborn from the dead, and all of us will follow
if we die before his return. he is the king, the one whom
God enthroned as king of the universe, certainly the ruler
of all the kings of this planet (1:5). christ is the one who
loves us. he is the one whose blood has freed us from
our sins (1:6). he is the one who will return to put his
kingdom into place. he is the one who will come with
the clouds (1:7). What a powerful summary of the role
christ plays in God’s plan!

You also, like living stones, are being built 
into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 

offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ.

—1 PeteR 2:5
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EXPLORE

Because of who God and Jesus are, there are implica-
tions for us. Because Jesus is king, we are in his king-
dom. Of course it goes without saying that those in the
kingdom are subject to the king. A king is not a presi-
dent or a prime minister. In a modern democracy, we feel
free to talk against our leaders, knowing we are the ones
who elect them. But a king’s will is imposed on the peo-
ple; we get no vote. this is why many will mourn when
christ comes on the clouds (1:7), because they will be
subject to his judgment. We are also priests for our God.
We offer him worship even though we do not serve in a
physical temple.

PRAYER

Jesus, we submit to your rule on earth. We honor you
as our king, and we give all glory and honor to the Father.
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Day 3

IN THE SPIRIT
Revelation 1:9–11

INTRODUCTION

John continued to speak to the churches of Asia and
named them directly: ephesus, smyrna, Pergamum,
thyatira, sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. On some
Lord’s Day while exiled on the island of Patmos, he
received a revelation from Jesus for the churches. 

ENGAGE

John said he was on the island of Patmos “because
of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (1:9).
tradition has usually interpreted this statement to mean
that John had been exiled there from ephesus because
of his proclamation of christ. We should be clear that
the statement can be interpreted differently—that he was
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just there spreading the gospel. But even if we go with
the tradition, Patmos was not a prison island or an island
just for prisoners. It was a normal island with normal
inhabitants and Roman features. John’s punishment was
a sort of exile and relocation. We have no reason to think
he was in chains on the island. he just wasn’t allowed
to leave.

EXAMINE

John was in the spirit “on the Lord’s Day.” We have
every reason to believe that it was a customary practice
for the early christians to get up early on sunday, the
first day of the week, to worship and celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus. every sunday was probably like
a mini easter for the earliest believers. they did not at
least initially think of sunday as a christian version of
the sabbath—Jewish believers continued to observe 
saturday for that. the Roman governor Pliny, writing in
the early hundreds, suggested that early christians sang
hymns to christ before dawn and encouraged each other
to live good lives. since the Romans did not observe
weekends, we can imagine that most then went to work.
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EXPLORE

We may have to suffer as we go about serving the
Lord. to be sure, there is no honor in the person who
longs for suffering. there is only shame in those who
might seek the praise or pity of others in a suffering they
have unnecessarily brought upon themselves. nor
should we exaggerate our difficulty. We may make our-
selves foolish if we think we are suffering when we have
only the equivalent of a paper cut. But there may be a
time when, simply because we are doing what is right,
we will need to endure persecution. God will honor our
faithfulness!

PRAYER

spirit, give us the strength to endure whatever may
come our way while we are living faithful lives for you.

For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ 
not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him.

—PhILIPPIAns 1:29
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