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Samuel Logan Brengle was an influential author, teacher, and preacher
on the doctrine of holiness in the late nineteenth to early twentieth century,
serving from 1887–1931 as an active officer (minister) in The Salvation
Army. In 1889 while he and his wife, Elizabeth Swift Brengle, were
serving as corps officers (pastors) in Boston, Massachusetts, a brick
thrown by a street “tough” smashed Brengle’s head against a door frame
and caused an injury severe enough to require more than nineteen
months of convalescence. During that treatment and recuperation
period, he began writing articles on holiness for The Salvation Army’s
publication, The War Cry, which were later collected and published 
as a “little red book” under the title Helps to Holiness. That book’s
success led to eight others over the next forty-five years: Heart Talks
on Holiness, The Way of Holiness, The Soul-Winner’s Secret, When
the Holy Ghost Is Come, Love-Slaves, Resurrection Life and Power,
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Ancient Prophets and Modern Problems, and The Guest of the Soul
(published in his retirement in 1934).

By the time of his death in 1936, Commissioner Brengle was an inter-
nationally renowned preacher and worldwide ambassador of holiness.
His influence continues today, perhaps more than any Salvationist in
history besides the founders, William and Catherine Booth. 

I hope that the revised and updated editions of his books that
comprise the Samuel L. Brengle’s Holy Life Series will enhance and
enlarge that influence, introduce these writings to new readers, and
create fresh interest in those who already know the godly wisdom and
life-changing power of these volumes. 

While I have taken care to preserve the integrity, impact, and voice
of the original writing, I have carefully and prayerfully made changes
that I hope will facilitate greater understanding and appreciation of
Brengle’s words for modern readers. These changes include: 

• Revising archaic terms (such as the use of King James English) and
updating the language to reflect more contemporary usage (such as
occasionally employing more inclusive gender references);

• Shortening and simplifying sentence structure and revising
punctuation to conform more closely to contemporary practice;

• Explaining specific references of The Salvation Army that will
not be familiar to the general population; 

• Updating Scripture references (when possible retaining the King
James Version—used exclusively in Brengle’s writings—but fre-
quently incorporating modern versions, especially when doing
so will aid the reader’s comprehension and enjoyment); 
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• Replacing Roman numerals with Arabic numerals and spelled
out Scripture references for the sake of those who are less familiar
with the Bible;

• Citing Scripture quotes not referenced in the original and noting
the sources for quotes, lines from hymns, etc.; 

• Aligning all quoted material to the source (Brengle, who often
quoted not only Scripture, but also poetry from memory, often
quoted loosely in speaking and writing);

• Adding occasional explanatory phrases or endnotes to identify
people or events that might not be familiar to modern readers;

• Revising or replacing some chapter titles, and (in Ancient Prophets
and Modern Problems) moving one chapter to later in the
book; and

• Deleting the prefaces that introduced each book and epigraphs
that preceded some chapters.

In the preface to Brengle’s first book, Commissioner (later General)
Bramwell Booth wrote, “This book is intended to help every reader of
its pages into the immediate enjoyment of Bible holiness. Its writer is
an officer of The Salvation Army who, having a gracious experience
of the things whereof he writes, has been signally used of God, both
in life and testimony, to the sanctifying of the Lord’s people, as well
as in the salvation of sinners. I commend him and what he has here
written down to every lover of God and His kingdom here on earth.” 

In the preface to Brengle’s last book, The Guest of the Soul, The
Salvation Army’s third general (and successor to Bramwell Booth)
wrote: “These choice contributions . . . will, I am sure, serve to
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strengthen the faith of the readers of this book and impress upon them
the joyousness of life when the heart has been opened to the Holy
Guest of the Soul.”

I hope and pray that this updated version of Brengle’s writings will
further those aims.

—Bob Hostetler
general editor
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The Son of God came into this world—and lived, toiled, taught,
suffered, died, and rose again—in order to accomplish a twofold 
purpose. The apostle John explained that twofold work. First, speaking
of Jesus, John said, “He appeared in order to take away sins” (1 John
3:5 ESV). This is justification and regeneration, which are done for us
and in us. Second, John added, “The reason the Son of God appeared
was to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8 ESV). That is entire
sanctification, which is a work done in us. Now upon an examination of
experience and Scripture, we find this is exactly what each of us needs.

First, we need to get rid of our own sins and have a new principle of
life planted in us. “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God” (Rom. 3:23 KJV), and when we come to God, we come burdened
with a sense of our own wrongdoings and tempers. Our sins condemn
us but, thank God, Jesus came to take away our sins. When you come
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with a penitent heart, acknowledging your sins, and put your trust in
Jesus, you will find yourself suddenly freed from your sins. The sense
of guilt will vanish. The power of evil will be broken. The burden will
roll away. Peace will fill your heart. You will see that your sins were
laid on another, even on Jesus, and you will realize that “with his
wounds we are healed” (Isa. 53:5 ESV).

This is a result of that free pardon, that free justification for all past
offenses that God gives to all who surrender themselves heartily to
Jesus and trust in Him. At the same time, God plants in your heart a
new life. You are born of God and receive what Paul called the wash-
ing of regeneration, which washes away all your guilt and all the sin
for which you were responsible.

At this time, too, love, joy, peace, and the various fruit of the Spirit will
be planted in your heart, and if your experience is very marked, as such
experiences frequently are, you will probably think there is nothing more
to be done. But if you walk in humility (which, by the way, is a much-
neglected fruit of the Spirit), speak often and freely with those who love
the Lord, and carefully search the Word of God and meditate on it day
and night, you will soon find that sin’s disease is deeper and more deadly
than you thought. You will discover that behind and below your own
sins are the “works of the devil” (1 John 3:8 KJV) that must also be
destroyed before the work of grace in your soul can be complete.

You will find a big, dark something in you that wants to get mad when
things are against you, something which will not be patient, something
that is touchy and sensitive, something that wants to grumble and find
fault, something that is proud and shuns the shame of the cross, something
that sometimes suggests hard thoughts against God, something that is
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self-willed and ugly and sinful. You hate this “something” in you and want
to get rid of it. You probably condemn yourself for it and may feel that
you are a greater sinner now than ever before. But you are not. In fact, you
are not a sinner at all so long as you resist this something in yourself.

Now, what is the problem? What is the name of this troublesome
“something”? Paul called it by several names. In Romans 8:7, he called it
“the sinful nature” and said it “is always hostile to God. It never did obey
God’s laws, and it never will” (NLT). You cannot fix it up. You cannot
whitewash it over. You cannot make it better by culture or growth, or by
any effort whatever. It is an enemy of God and cannot be anything else.

In another place Paul called it the “life that is dominated by sin and
death” and wondered how he could get deliverance from it (Rom. 7:24
NLT). In Ephesians and Colossians he called it the “old sinful nature” (Eph.
4:22; Col. 3:9 NLT). In Galatians he called it “the sinful nature” (Gal. 5:17
NLT). James called it “rampant wickedness” (James 1:21 ESV), which is
also well rendered, “all that remains of wickedness” (James 1:21 NASB).

John called it “sin” (as distinct from “sins”) and the “works of the devil”
(1 John 3:8 KJV). In Ezekiel it is called a “stony heart” (Ezek. 36:26 KJV).
Theologians call it “inbred sin,” “original sin,” and “depravity.” What-
ever you wish to call it, it is something evil and awful that remains in
the heart after a person has experienced new life in Christ.

Some say it is dealt with at the moment of salvation, but I never
saw any people who found it so. And John Wesley, who was a much
wiser man than I am (and who had a far wider range of observation),
examined thousands of people on this very point, and he said he never
knew of one who got rid of this troublesome thing at the moment they
experienced new life in Christ. 

The Death of  the Old Nature 13



Some people say that growing in grace is the remedy. Others say
you never get rid of it while you live—that it will remain in you and
war against you till you die. They are not altogether prophets of
despair, for they say the new life in you will overcome it and keep it
down, but that you will have to stand on guard and watch it and club
and repress it as you would a maniac, until death relieves you.

Personally, this subject once gave me great concern. These warring
opinions perplexed me, while the “old sinful nature” made increasing
war against all my holy desires and purposes. But while I found
human teachings and theories perplexing, God’s teachings were plain
and light as day.

God does not admit that we get rid of this at the moment in which
we experience salvation, for all His teachings and exhortations con-
cerning it are addressed to Christians. And those who hold this doc-
trine will have to admit one of two things: either that it is not removed
by the experience of salvation or that a great number of earnest peo-
ple who claim to be Christians have never experienced salvation at
all. Personally, I cannot admit the latter for an instant.

God does, by the mouth of Peter, exhort us to grow in grace, but
that simply means to grow in favor with God by obedience and faith
and does not touch the subject in hand. Corn may grow beautifully
and delight the farmer, but all its growth will not rid the field of weeds,
and the farmer will have to look to some other method to get rid of
those troublesome things.

Neither does God anywhere teach that this thing has to bother us
till death or that death will destroy it. Nor do I find any warrant in the
whole Bible for purgatorial fires being the deliverer from this evil.
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But I do find that God teaches very plainly how we are to get rid
of it. Paul said, “Throw off your old sinful nature” (Eph. 4:22 NLT).
James said, “[Put] aside all filthiness and all that remains of wicked-
ness” (James 1:21 NASB). John said, “The blood of Jesus, his Son,
cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7 NLT)—not part or some, but all
sin. Again, John said Jesus “came to destroy the works of the devil”
(1 John 3:8 NLT), and God said through Ezekiel, “I will take out your
stony, stubborn heart” (Ezek. 36:26 NLT).

All these passages teach that we are to get rid of something that
bothers us and hinders our spiritual life. They show plainly that this
work is not to be a slow, evolutionary process, but an instantaneous
work, accomplished in the heart of the humble believer by the Holy
Spirit. And the Bible further teaches that the one necessary thing on
our part to secure this operation of the Holy Spirit is an obedient faith
that laughs at impossibilities and cries, “It shall be done!”1

If this teaching of the Bible is true, then it can be proven by expe-
rience. If one person proves it to be so, that establishes the Bible tes-
timony against all the doubters in the world. Everyone used to believe
the world was flat; Columbus rose up and said it was round and
proved it to them all. There may be some ignorant old fogies yet who
believe the world is flat, but they can prove it to be round if they will
take the trouble, and whether they prove it or not, their purblind unbe-
lief does not change the fact.

Just so, the greater part of humankind believes that the old sinful
nature is destined to live to the end. But as Paul asked, “Will their
unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect?” (Rom. 3:3
NKJV). Humble men and women are rising up every day to declare it
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is possible, and they can prove that the old sinful nature can be
destroyed, if they will meet the conditions.

Oh, that we could get people to understand this! Oh, that we could
get them to take counsel with faith and not with unbelief! Oh, that we
could get them to see what Jesus really came to do!

I proved this in my life fifteen years ago, and ever since I have
been walking in a day that has no setting sun, and everlasting joy and
gladness have been on my head and in my heart.

It is no little salvation that Jesus Christ came to work out for us. It
is a “great salvation” (Heb. 2:3 NLT), and it saves. It is not a pretense
or make believe. It is a real salvation from all sin and uncleanness, all
doubt and fear, all guile and hypocrisy, all malice and wrath. 

When I begin to consider it and write about it, I want to fill the page
with praises to God. The hallelujahs of heaven begin to ring all through my
soul, and my heart cries out with those four mystical beasts before the
throne, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty” (Rev. 4:8 KJV). And in spirit
I fall down with the twenty-four elders and worship “the one who lives 
forever and ever” (Rev. 4:9 NLT), who has taken away my sins, destroyed
the works of the Devil out of my heart, and come to dwell in me.

“Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your
own hearts are not evil and unbelieving. . . . For only we who believe
can enter his rest” (Heb. 3:12; 4:3 NLT).

note
1. Charles Wesley, “Father of Jesus Christ, My Lord,” 1742, public

domain.
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Many years ago, a young woman asked me, “What is this 
sanctification, or holiness, that people are talking so much about?”

She had heard the experience testified to, and talked and preached
about, for nearly a year, until I thought that, of course, she understood
it. Her question surprised and almost discouraged me, but I rallied,
and asked, “Do you have a bad temper?”

“Oh, yes,” she said. “I have a temper like a volcano.”
“Sanctification,” I replied, “is to have that bad temper taken out.”

That definition set her thinking, and did her good, but it was too 
narrow. If I had said, “Sanctification is to have temper and all sin
taken away, and the heart filled with love for God and others,” that
would have done, for that is sanctification. That is holiness. It is, in our
measure, to be made like God. It is to be made a “[partaker] of the
divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4 KJV).

What is holiness? 1



A spark from the fire is like the fire. The tiniest twig on the giant
oak or the smallest branch of the vine has the nature of the oak or the
vine and is in that respect like the oak or the vine. A drop of water on
the end of your finger from the ocean is like the ocean—not in its size,
of course, for the big ships cannot float upon it, nor the big fish swim
in it—but it is like the ocean in its essence, its character, its nature. Just
so, a holy person is like God. Not that he or she is infinite as God is or
knows everything or has all power and wisdom as God has, but is like
God in his or her nature. Such a person is good and pure, and loving
and just, in the same way that God is.

Holiness, then, is conformity to the nature of God. It is likeness to
God, as He is revealed in Jesus.

But someone will cry out, “Impossible! We are poor sinful crea-
tures. We cannot be like Jesus. He was divine. Show me someone who
is like Jesus Christ.”

Well, now, let us be patient and keep quiet and go to the Bible and
see what that says about the matter before we further define holiness.
What did Jesus Himself say? 

We are to be like Jesus in separation from the world. In speaking
of the separation of His disciples from the world, Jesus said, “They do
not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world” (John
17:14 NLT). And again, “Just as you sent me into the world, I am send-
ing them into the world” (John 17:18 NLT). He was in the world, but
He was not of the world. He took no pleasure in its wicked ways. He
was not spoiled at all by its proud, sinful, selfish spirit. While He
worked and associated with bad people to do them good, He was
always separate from them in spirit.
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One of our dear, pure Salvation Army rescue officers went to a
house of prostitution to see a sick girl. While she was there, the health
authorities declared the girl’s sickness to be smallpox, and they sealed
up the place. The officer was shut in for weeks among those poor lost
women. She was in an evil place, but she was not of it. Her pure spirit
was utterly opposed to the spirit of sin that ruled there. Similarly, Jesus
was in the world but not of it. And in the same way, holy people are
so changed that, while they are in the world, they are not of it. They
belong to heaven and are but strangers and pilgrims doing all the good
they can while passing through this world to their Father’s house, their
heavenly home. They are separate from the world.

We are to be pure like Jesus. The apostle John, speaking of those
who expect to see Jesus and be like Him in heaven, said, “All who
have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure” (1 John 3:3
NIV). That is a lofty standard of purity, for there was no impurity in
Jesus. He allowed no unclean habits. He indulged in no impure
thoughts or desires. He used no unkind words. He kept Himself pure
in all things. So we are to be pure in heart and in life as He was.

We are to be like Jesus in love to God and to others. Jesus said, in
speaking of God’s kindness and love for unjust and evil people, “Be
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48 ESV). He said,
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another.” How?
According to what standard? “Just as I have loved you, you also are to
love one another” (John 13:34 ESV). We are, then, to be like Jesus in
love to God and others, especially to our brothers and sisters in the Lord.

We are to be like Jesus by having God dwelling in us. In speak-
ing of Himself, Jesus said, “Believe that I am in the Father and the
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Father is in me” (John 14:11 NLT). And then He said of His disciples,
“In that day”—the day of Pentecost, when the Comforter comes—
“you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you”
(John 14:20 ESV).

So we see that the Bible teaches that we can be like Jesus. We are
to be like Him in our separation from the world, in purity, in love, and
in the fullness of the Spirit. This is holiness.

This work was begun when you first experienced new life. You
gave up your sins. You were in some measure separated from the
world. The love of God was shed abroad in your heart, and you felt
that God was with you. But unless you have been sanctified wholly,
you also feel that there are yet roots of bitterness within: quickness of
temper, stirrings of pride, too great a sensitivity to praise or blame,
shame of the cross, love of ease, worldly mindedness, and the like.
These must be taken away before your heart can be made clean, your
love to God and others be made perfect, and the Holy Spirit have all
His way in you. When this is done, you will have the experience the
Bible calls holiness, which is the birthright of all God’s dear children.

Holiness, then, for you and for me, is not maturity, but purity—a
clean heart in which the Holy Spirit dwells, filling it with pure, tender,
and constant love to God and others.

There is a plant in South America, called the “pitcher plant,” on the
stalk of which is a little cuplike formation that is always full of water.
When it is very small it is full. As it grows larger it is still full. And
when it reaches its maturity it is full. That illustrates holiness. All that
God asks is that the heart should be cleansed from sin and full of love,
whether it be the tender heart of the little child with feeble powers of
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loving, of the full grown adult, or of the flaming archangel before the
throne. This is holiness, and this only. It is nothing less than this, and
it can be nothing more. 

Jesus, Thine all victorious love
Shed in my heart abroad;

Then shall my feet no longer rove,
Rooted and fixed in God.1

note
1. Charles Wesley, “My God, I Know, I Feel Thee Mine,” 1740,

public domain.
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