
Bible Study Tip—
Deepen your knowledge and understanding on these lessons
by reading and studying Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary.
This one-year volume will guide and enhance your study of
the Bible by providing reliable Bible commentary; helpful fea-
tures, graphics, and study options; interactive ideas for teach-
ing and learning; and practical takeaways from each lesson. 
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Welcome to this Quarter
of the Wesley Bible

Curriculum!
Once more we’re pleased to offer thirteen weeks of thoughtful discernment

and application of God’s Word. How exciting it is to be led by God’s Spirit
in this weekly communion, through the words He inspired in His people
thousands of years ago, though no less relevant for us today.

We at WPH believe the Bible to be the highest source of written authority
for God’s plan for His people; it reveals how we are to live out that plan,
individually and corporately. All of our beliefs, practices, and priorities are
to be anchored in clear biblical teachings. 

What we are about through this publication is essentially the revealing
of Scripture’s light into each of our life paths. This is why we desire for you
the same heart commitment as that so memorably proclaimed by John
Wesley: “My ground is the Bible. . . . I follow it in all things, both great and
small” (A Farther Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion, Part I [1745]).

The foundation for transforming lives, churches, and communities
through the hope and holiness of Jesus Christ rests in God’s Word. The
Bible prescribes the commitment of His people to be defined as a Spirit-led,
praying movement called to evangelize and make disciples of all people.
So when we study the Scriptures and “rightly divide” them (2 Tim. 2:15),
we show ourselves to be the God-approved disciples He has designed for
us to be. And we believe the fruit of our studies should be evidenced by
the equipping and developing of believers, the multiplying of His church,
and our being used by God’s Spirit to transform lives and communities.

What we’re about to enter into through this study is holy ground. Pray
with us that we will do so in all wisdom—in the fear of the Lord and the
joy that can only be known by the work of God’s Holy Spirit, quickening
and revealing His meaning to the core of our very souls.

Sincerely,

Wesleyan Publishing House Editorial Staff
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By reading for about fifteen minutes each day, you can read every
chapter of the Bible in one year. Begin anytime!
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Church members must live 
harmoniously with each other, and that
can be challenging. Since the time of
Adam and Eve, human beings have
needed regulations to govern their 
personal and social relationships. Both
self-discipline and imposed discipline have
been a vital part of those regulations.
The absence of either can result in 
personal disaster and societal calamity.
The regulation of conduct within the
church, referred to as church discipline, is
an absolute necessity. To ignore, violate,
or fail to observe the legitimate limits we
place on our own behavior—or that we
agree as a group to observe—is destructive
to the body of Christ.

The purpose of, principles for, and
proper closure of church discipline are
interwoven in the three passages for
today’s lesson. First, Jesus gave instructions
to His Jewish brethren while the church
was being formed. Later, many of the
Corinthian church members came from a
pagan culture that had very low standards
of morality. Paul taught them that moral
purity, proper conduct, and harmonious
relationships were expected in the church;
therefore, discipline had to be applied.

Key Verse
Brothers, if someone is
caught in a sin, you who
are spiritual should
restore him gently. But
watch yourself, or you
also may be tempted.

—Galatians 6:1

Scripture 
Matthew 18:15–17; 
1 Corinthians 5:1–5; 
2 Corinthians 2:5–8

Lesson Focus 
Maintaining proper 
conduct within the
church is essential to
accomplishing the 
mission.

Check Out . . .

Wesley Bible Lesson            
   Commentary Volume 1
Unit: 4
Lesson: 1
Activity: Personal Conflict 
   Inventory
Page: 296

Lesson 1          June 5

Keeping the Church
on Target
Engage                      OVERVIEW

Examine INTRODUCTION



These same scriptural truths are needed in the church today.
When church members fail to behave properly, either in their per-
sonal lives or in relationships to one another, the church cannot
carry out its mission in the world.

ONE: The purpose of church discipline is to produce reconciliation
(Matt. 18:15–17).

The church may be the body of Christ, but it is still subject to
the faults and failures that plague any organization that
includes human beings. Personality clashes, misunderstandings,
carnal ambitions, and a host of other things may cause a brother
or sister to sin against you (v. 15). Even if the sin is of a private
nature, it must be made right to avoid grieving the Holy Spirit
and to restore fellowship between fellow members. The practice
of discipline within the church restores harmony in personal
relationships among its membership.

Jesus dictated a primary rule for handling interpersonal con-
flicts in the church. Personal differences must be settled pri-
vately if possible. Go and show him his fault, just between the
two of you (v. 15). The offended and the offender are to settle
the issue with as little publicity as possible. Often the offended
party has to take the initiative. This is especially true if the
offender is unaware that he or she has sinned or is unwilling to
acknowledge the sin. Displaying a humble attitude in a private
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15 Moreover if thy brother shall
trespass against thee, go and tell
him his fault between thee and
him alone: if he shall hear thee,
thou hast gained thy brother. 
16 But if he will not hear thee,
then take with thee one or two
more, that in the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word may
be established. 
17 And if he shall neglect to hear
them, tell it unto the church: but if
he neglect to hear the church, let
him be unto thee as an heathen
man and a publican.

NIVKJV

15 “If your brother sins against
you, go and show him his fault,
just between the two of you. If he
listens to you, you have won your
brother over. 
16 But if he will not listen, take
one or two others along, so that
‘every matter may be established
by the testimony of two or three
witnesses.’
17 If he refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church; and if he
refuses to listen even to the church,
treat him as you would a pagan or
a tax collector.

4



meeting with someone who has wronged you can pave the way
for reconciliation, and that should be the goal of such a meeting.
Revenge, self-vindication, or the desire to punish should not moti-
vate such a meeting. If the offending party listens to you, you
have won your brother over (v. 15). This would be a wonderful
victory to celebrate.

If the matter remains unsettled, additional steps should be
taken. If he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that
“every testimony may be established by the testimony of two
or three witness” (v. 16). This meeting should be without fanfare
and with a sincere effort to find a solution. As a last resort, if he
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church (v. 17). Christian
peers are capable of deciding how the issue is to be resolved.
This meeting is not for the purpose of siding with either the
offended or the offender but to render a proper verdict in the
matter. While this step is the most difficult to take, it is some-
times necessary. The church cannot ignore a persistent grievance
between two of its members. 

Then if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as
you would a pagan or a tax collector (v. 17). Pagans and tax col-
lectors, known for their dishonest dealings, were to be excluded
from the fellowship. Every effort possible should then be made
to bring the offender to repentance and to Christ. Winning a
brother or sister, not winning an argument, must govern the
purpose to resolve personal disputes.

Many churches list the following or similar aims in their state-
ments on church discipline: “To provide for the purity and spiritual
influence of the church; to prevent and correct offenses; to remove
scandal; to warn the careless; to vindicate the truth; to restore the
fallen; to secure the salvation of the guilty.” Reconciliation with
God and one another is always the goal of discipline.

1. How do you feel about the idea of church discipline? What
is at the root of that feeling?

2. Have you seen church discipline well practiced? What was
the result?

3. How does your church do at reconciling offended parties?
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TWO: The proper practice of church discipline will lead to salvation
(1 Cor. 5:1–5).

The sin described in this passage was public, heinous, and
shocking. It was vile, even by the low moral standard of the sur-
rounding culture of Corinth. It appears that this unnamed person
had an ongoing immoral relationship with his stepmother. The
witness of the church was compromised. The spiritual health of
the church was impaired. Scandal in the church was publicized.
Scriptural truth was being ignored (Lev. 18:8; Deut. 27:20; Acts
15:20, 29). And because the need for repentance and restoration
was ignored, the mission of the church was thwarted.

There should have been righteous anger expressed over this
sordid sin and a strong effort exerted to correct and restore a
fallen brother to Christ. Instead the people were actually proud
of their liberal tolerance of this immoral relationship (1 Cor. 5:2).
Paul asked, Shouldn’t you . . . have put out of your fellowship
the man who did this (v. 2)? The obvious answer expected was
yes! Later Paul declared, “Expel the wicked man from among
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1 It is reported commonly that there
is fornication among you, and such
fornication as is not so much as
named among the Gentiles, that
one should have his father’s wife. 
2 And ye are puffed up, and have
not rather mourned, that he that
hath done this deed might be
taken away from among you. 
3 For I verily, as absent in body,
but present in spirit, have judged
already, as though I were present,
concerning him that hath so done
this deed, 
4 In the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when ye are gathered
together, and my spirit, with the
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
5 To deliver such an one unto
Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, that the spirit may be saved
in the day of the Lord Jesus.

NIVKJV

1 It is actually reported that there
is sexual immorality among you,
and of a kind that does not occur
even among pagans: A man has
his father’s wife. 
2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t
you rather have been filled with
grief and have put out of your
fellowship the man who did this? 
3 Even though I am not physically
present, I am with you in spirit. And
I have already passed judgment on
the one who did this, just as if I
were present.
4 When you are assembled in the
name of our Lord Jesus and I am
with you in spirit, and the power
of our Lord Jesus is present, 
5 hand this man over to Satan, so
that the sinful nature may be
destroyed and his spirit saved on
the day of the Lord.



you” (v. 13). Discipline should have been administered with grief
and a deep sense of humility.

Paul was fully convinced of the guilt of the brother from the
evidence presented to him, yet the church at Corinth failed in its
responsibility. Paul wrote, Even though I am not physically pres-
ent, I am with you in spirit. And I have already passed judgment
on the one who did this, just as if I were present. When you are
assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus . . . and the power of
our Lord Jesus is present, hand this man over to Satan, so that
the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the
day of the Lord (vv. 3–5). Paul advocated expelling the offend-
ing person from the congregation. The idea was that this disci-
pline would cause him to turn from his sinful ways so that his
spirit would be saved. The discipline urged here was not
intended as a punishment for the guilty party but as a means to
bring about repentance and, ultimately, salvation.

Excommunication, meaning to expel one from the fellowship
of the body of Christ, is always a last resort in church discipline.
It is to be done in the name of our Lord Jesus (v. 4) and for His
sake—never as a means to vindicate the righteous behavior of
others or to punish the offender. It is a means to bring about
repentance, forgiveness, and restoration.

1. What factors should determine whether expulsion from
the church is a necessary means of discipline? 

2. In some cases, innocent family members of offenders suf-
fer. How might the church minister to those who are asso-
ciated with a guilty person?

3. When do you think an offending person can or should be
restored to fellowship within the church?

THREE: The result of church discipline should be restoration 
(2 Cor. 2:5–8).
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5 But if any have caused grief, he
hath not grieved me, but in part:
that I may not overcharge you all. 

NIVKJV

5 If anyone has caused grief, he
has not so much grieved me as he
has grieved all of you, to some
extent—not to put it too severely. 



Some scholars believe this section of 2 Corinthians refers to
the erring brother mentioned in 1 Corinthians 5:1–5. In this pas-
sage, Paul revealed his “great distress and anguish of heart with
many tears” (2 Cor. 2:4) over the erring brother. Then, with
great relief, he was able to write of a change in the brother’s
life. The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is suffi-
cient for him. Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort
him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow
(vv. 6–7). The punishment recommended by Paul and agreed to
by the majority had accomplished its purpose. Genuine repen-
tance had been expressed, the sinful flesh had been cleansed,
and reformation of life had been verified. The brother had done
his part. It was now time for the church to do its part—forgive
and restore a penitent brother. Paul wrote, I urge you, there-
fore, to reaffirm your love for him (v. 8). This was to be done as
“in the sight of Christ”—as if Christ were looking on. This would
enable them to thwart the schemes of Satan (vv. 10–11).

We do not know how much time had passed between the
administering of discipline and Paul’s urging to close the discipli-
nary process. Generally, it takes some time to establish that gen-
uine repentance has occurred and a victorious life has been
achieved. Some people have difficulty accepting the length of
time needed, seeing it as either too short or too long. Some have
trouble believing that any restoration is possible or that it must
certainly take a very long time. Others become impatient with the
process, wishing to simply forgive and forget. But Paul outlined a
good procedure for this difficult duty: discipline, verify repen-
tance, then restore. The church today has a role model to follow.
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6 Sufficient to such a man is this
punishment, which was inflicted of
many. 
7 So that contrariwise ye ought
rather to forgive him, and comfort
him, lest perhaps such a one should
be swallowed up with overmuch
sorrow. 
8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye
would confirm your love toward
him.

NIVKJV

6 The punishment inflicted on
him by the majority is sufficient
for him. 
7 Now instead, you ought to for-
give and comfort him, so that he
will not be overwhelmed by
excessive sorrow. 
8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm
your love for him.
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There is a danger implicit in the practice of church discipline,
and Paul warned of it in his letter to the Galatians. He wrote,
“Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual
should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be
tempted” (Gal. 6:1). Becoming involved in the personal lives of
those who struggle can bring a struggle of its own. We are to rush
to aid as we would one who had fallen and had an injury. We are
to enter the restoration process carefully and compassionately
but also objectively. We should neither gloat over the misfortune
nor rejoice at the downfall. Our role is not that of a detective to
catch a sinner but of a physician to help heal and restore a fallen
comrade. This role should be reserved for mature, godly, and
committed members of the church. 

1. What are some ways in which church discipline could go
awry?

2. What indicators would signal that church discipline has
been properly conducted and closure achieved?

Administering justice mingled with mercy is never easy, but
when accomplished it produces great joy and deep satisfaction.
Reflect on these questions and share your observations with your
group.

1. What factors may prevent a congregation from exercising
discipline?

2. How well prepared is our congregation to exercise discipline
if needed?

3. How well prepared am I to take part in this process?
4. What could we do to prepare ourselves for the possibility

of exercising discipline?
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Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary Volume 2 is an easy-to-use Bible study
resource for teachers and students. Accompanying the four quarters of
Wesley Adult Curriculum, this volume will guide and enhance your study
of the Bible through fifty-two week lessons from (1) the Old Testament
books of Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel; (2) the gospel of
Matthew; (3) the letter of James; and (4) the Historical Books. 

The commentary is packed with useful resources for both students and
teachers, including: 

• Bible commentaries for each lesson,
• Background Bible reading,
• Alternative learning activities for in- and outside the classroom,
and 
• A small group Bible study based on each lesson.

$16.99 (Reg. $22.99)
SSAG01

Available online at wphstore.com
Call-in orders, mention code SUMMERCURR16.

Offer doesn’t apply to previous orders. Expires on August 31, 2016
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Real Help for Students and Teachers!
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