
Read Reclaiming Hope to discover how faith, hope, and love intersect and
interact. Hope is faith in the promise of love, a love that is God enfleshed
in Jesus the Christ.

—LeonaRd Sweet, best-selling author and professor

dr. ed Love not only teaches hope well, but he also lives hopefully. I was
encouraged by his fresh insights on the essence and power of Christian
hope as outlined in Revelation. I look forward to the impact this book will
have for the kingdom.

—MaRk GoRveatte, district superintendent of central Indiana, 
the wesleyan Church

dr. Love offers two important correctives on hope. In an age when people
frequently live for this life alone—whether focused on living the “good
life” or spending their lives seeking to satisfy their grievances—he reminds
us that easter locates our true hope, ultimate happiness, and final justice
in the age to come. this hope is something Jesus promised we can taste
and experience, and dr. Love shows us how.

—LoRen keRnS, director at George Fox evangelical Seminary

ed Love does us a favor by not only retuning our ears to the sound of hope,
but also by helping us recognize Jesus and his activity in the larger sound-
scapes that surround us. dr. Love is passionate about hope, models this
message of hope, and then helps us to experience the hope that only Jesus
can bring. Let dr. Love’s theology of hope connect you to the primal triadic
chord of faith, hope, and love.

—Ron MaRtoIa, author and transformational architect

Hope is the ruin of misery. that’s what ed Love reminds us in Reclaiming
Hope, that Christ on the cross kicks misery in the mouth. Hope isn’t optimism.
Hope isn’t longing. Hope is the engine that drives us into the future regardless
of circumstance, obstacle, or setback. If you need to be reminded of the
great hope of the gospel, stuff this book down deep inside you like a seed
and let it grow.

—davId MCdonaLd, lead pastor at westwinds Church, Jackson, MI

In Reclaiming Hope, ed Love removes hope from the realm of intangible
emotion and places it squarely in the arena of life-changing reality. the
reader is challenged to live differently because of hope and to not only
hear the sounds of hope, but to join in a chorus amplifying those sounds
to our world.

—andy MeRRItt, author of Eden



If you are young or old, rich or poor, a follower of Jesus or not, Reclaiming
Hope will challenge you to not only know and feel true hope, but also to
be a transporter of hope to the world.

—SCott MILLeR, justice pastor at watershed Church, Charlotte, nC

ed Love has provided a creative perspective of Christian hope that swims
against the current of most futuristic and escapist theological understand-
ings that locate hope in a future heavenly existence and view present exis-
tence as something from which to escape. Instead, dr. Love offers a radically
transforming perception of Christian hope as a way of being in the world
that incarnates future hope as a present reality in our day-to-day lives.

—RobeRt MuLHoLLand, professor emeritus of 
new testament at asbury theological Seminary

Reclaiming Hope is an essential read for anyone honestly looking at their
faith. Hope is such a foundation to following Jesus, but in our culture it
has become redefined by the american dream. Reclaiming Hope does a
fantastic job of building a theological framework that should challenge
what we have let our hope become.

—PHILLIP w. StRuCkMeyeR, nitrogen network Catalyst
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but in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope that you have.
—1 Peter 3:15
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introduction
the question

Lord, save us all from a hope tree that has lost the
faculty of putting out blossoms.

—MARK TWAIN



“ed, what is your reason for hope?” my mentor prodded. 
If ever a question shocked my soul, it was this one. I honestly

did not have an immediate answer. oh, sure, I knew the proper
Christian response—Jesus—but until that day, I had never really
thought about how Jesus intersected with hope. 

to be sure, the question was not just an academic exercise, like
trying to explain why the sky is blue or turtles have shells—it was
personal. 

what is my hope? 
I also began to realize that behind this question was a series of

other questions that needed to be answered. Questions like: 
what does God think about hope?
where does hope come from? 
How do I honestly deal with despair and struggle in this life? 
How does the church inspire hope?
and, most importantly, how is Jesus my hope? 
these deeper questions began to nag at my soul. 
after a few weeks pondering the question, I was convinced I

needed to go on a journey, a hope journey. where this theological
expedition would take me, I did not know. yet I desperately wanted
to seek and find God’s hope in my life. 

Initially, my view of hope was fuzzy, and most of the resources I
found on hope tended to present it as a pie-in-the-sky ideal. However, a
dreamy philosophy of hope did not satisfy my deepest human longings,
nor did it seem to align very well with the overarching story of God.

Shortly after my journey launched, I began asking other people
the same hope question I was asked. as I inquired, I quickly realized
the concept of hope is very confusing, if not mystifying, for most
people, and I was not alone in my quest. 
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I soon became convinced that the need for hope is as innate as
the longing to be loved, and it is a yearning firmly planted within
every human soul. everyone desires hope. However, it seems as
though most of the world, Christian or non-Christian, struggles to
make sense of what hope is while on earth.

the search for hope is like walking through a dark and cluttered
basement looking for a pull-string light dangling in the middle of
the room. as we feel our way around, we stretch out our arms with
hope that our fingers will eventually brush against the string and
we will be able to shine some light into our existence.

I’ve been a follower of Jesus for many years, but I must confess,
I was fumbling around in the dark for most of my life. the question
“what is your reason for hope?” changed my life in amazing ways,
and I’d like you to find the string of hope as well. 

I made a discovery early in my hope journey: before we can
see the light of hope, we must learn how to hear the sound of hope. 

In august 2011 Improv everywhere, a performance group based
out of new york City, orchestrated a unique scene on a busy new
york street corner. the improv team strategically positioned a podium
on the sidewalk. on top of the podium they set up a megaphone and
a sign that read, “Say something nice!” various people passing by
saw the sign, picked up the megaphone, and started shouting inspi-
rational statements to their fellow pedestrians. the smile-provoking
moments went against the stereotypical new york mentality, creating
a beautiful scene of human kindness.

In the same way that Improv’s megaphone projected inspira-
tional words into new york’s busy streets, God’s megaphone is also
blasting hope into our despair-filled world. God desperately wants
us to hear his message of hope and see the light. 
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However, if we’re being honest, sometimes we struggle to hear
God. Sometimes God’s words go in one ear and out the other. often,
the challenges of this world create interference between God and us.

Interference can come in many forms: an absent father figure, an
encounter with someone who was supposed to be a Christian but was
nothing like Christ, a struggle with an addiction, a painful tragedy, a bro-
ken heart, a health scare, a job loss, or a relational fracture, among others. 

tough circumstances have a way of draining the life right out of
us, don’t they? yet God wants nothing more than to bring us back
to life and fill us up with hope. 

In a sense, hope is much of what our faith ancestors talked about.
Hope flows throughout the biblical narrative like a subtle melodic
undertone. ever since sin and rebellion entered the human story,
God has been trying to help us hear his melody of hope through the
inharmonious echoes of despair. 

It is important to know that the effects of despair are not just per-
sonal; they can also transfer from person to person. In many ways,
our lives are sounding off to the world around us. we can either
become despair’s project or we can project God’s hope to the world.
Hope projectors understand hope isn’t optional; in fact, they discover
it is central to survival. 

but what does God’s path to hope look like? How are we to con-
tinue living when everything has fallen apart? when the system
doesn’t bend in our favor? when people have forsaken us? when our
dreams have been crushed? or when we have missed out on something
because of our orientation toward God? 

God’s followers are certainly not the only people who use the 
h-word in their vocabulary, but it is important to understand that
God’s hope is distinct from what the world offers. even while the
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early followers of Jesus faced periods of severe struggle and perse-
cution, they continued to live with a deep assurance that God would
follow through with his promises. they believed that in Jesus God
was doing something entirely new—something the world had never
seen before. Many Christ-followers began referring to this Jesus
event as extremely good news. 

Ironically, history tells us the movement of Jesus grew rapidly
during a time of tremendous turmoil. It is no wonder hope became
central to Christian discussion. with the immense political and
social pressure to turn away from Jesus’ ways, early church leaders
realized God’s people needed to be certain about their reason for
hope. one church leader emphatically proclaimed, “If someone asks
about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it” (1 Pet.
3:15 nLt). Maybe the reason the movement of Jesus spread like
wildfire in the midst of first-century persecution was precisely
because Jesus’ followers knew the meaning of hope. 

you see, hope was God’s trump card for the world.
when people come across someone who continues to put his or

her hope in God despite immense opposition, there is something
incredibly compelling about that person’s faith. 

no doubt, people are searching for a sense of purpose, meaning,
and passion in life. However, what if they are also looking for
something beyond that? what if people are searching for a hope
that transcends all understanding?

I’m not sure what people see when they peer into the twenty-first-
century church, but I’m pretty sure they haven’t found what they’ve
been looking for. It makes me wonder if the people of God are fum-
bling around in the dark. or maybe the church has completely lost
confidence in God’s promises altogether. 
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whatever the reason, it is time to reclaim God’s vision of hope.
this book is an invitation for disciples of Jesus everywhere to

answer the question, “what is my reason for hope?” at the end of
the journey, it is my desire that you will intimately know hope and
be able to stand with an unshakeable confidence in God the next
time struggle and despair try to define your existence. 

toward the end of the movie The Shawshank Redemption, andy
dufresne (played by tim Robbins) escapes from prison and buries
a letter and some cash by an old oak tree with the expectation that
one day his close friend Red (Morgan Freeman) would find it and
come visit him. andy wrote, 

dear Red,

If you are reading this, you’ve gotten out. and if you’ve come
this far, maybe you’re willing to come a little further. you
remember the name of the town, don’t you? I could use a good
man to help get my project on wheels. I’ll keep an eye out for
you and the chessboard ready. Remember Red, hope is a good
thing. Maybe the best of things, and no good thing ever dies.
I will be hoping that this letter finds you and finds you well.

your friend,
andy1

If you are reading this book, you’ve gotten out of the despair-filled
prison. and if you’ve come this far, maybe you’re willing to go a
little further. you remember the name of the Holy City, don’t you?
God could use you to help get his project on wheels. I’ll keep an
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eye out for you. Remember, hope is a good thing—maybe the best
of things—and no good thing ever dies. I will be hoping this book
finds you and finds you well. 

are you ready to reclaim your hope?
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1

when I wonder
if hope exists

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name.

—EDWARD MOTE

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, 
for he who promised is faithful.

—HEBREWS 10:23



one summer my wife and I thought it was time for our kids to
upgrade from the bathtub to a real swimming pool. So we decided
to get them a twelve-foot diameter blowup pool. after the pool was
filled, I tossed my kids in and introduced them to the infamous can-
nonball, which, by the way, does not go over so well in two feet of
water, if you can imagine. 

after a few minutes of splashing around, I began to have the
feeling we were being watched. Sure enough, looking around, I
noticed a pair of eyes peering through the backyard bushes and
another set of eyes peeking through the planks of the neighbor’s
wooden fence. 

I knew exactly what those kids were thinking. each of them
wanted an invitation to come and jump in. 

In a way, God’s hope is a lot like a swimming pool. when we
hear somebody splashing in hope, even when their situation seems
rather hopeless, there is something incredibly attractive about their
lives and we can’t help but turn our heads and investigate the scene. 

within the story of God, we discover many people who model for
us what it looks like to splash in hope. by far one of my favorite exam-
ples of a hope splasher is John, the author of the book of Revelation.

throughout Revelation, John didn’t draw much attention to him-
self, probably because he preferred to remain in the shadow of the
cross. nevertheless, John was undoubtedly an expert in hope-ology
and had a very important vision of hope to convey. 

For many people, the book of Revelation seems extremely con-
fusing and at first glance appears to be irrelevant to our daily lives.
However, when we properly understand the historical context and
genre of Revelation, it becomes incredibly applicable and full of
hope.
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In Reclaiming Hope, we will explore many different parts of
the bible but in a unique way. John’s Revelation will serve as one
of our primary guides to better understanding God’s hope. as we
travel through various sections of Revelation, I want to help you
hear what John’s original listeners would have heard when they
first received it.

Hearing the message of Revelation in its original context is like
hearing beethoven’s classic “ode to Joy” or Martin Luther king
Jr.’s famous “I Have a dream” speech for the first time—it is truly
awe-inspiring.

without question, John was a hope genius with Revelation being
his magnum opus. but before we dive into John’s grand symphony,
we need to understand a few things about his original intent. 

because of the nature and genre of Revelation, it is very difficult
for a twenty-first-century reader to make sense out of John’s imagery.
However, it is helpful to know that for John’s original hearers, all
of the images, symbols, and metaphors used throughout Revelation
would have stood out like red letters. they would have known
exactly what those obscure word pictures meant. 

apocalyptic literature, like Revelation, was very common in the
first century, and most of these visionary manifestos were intention-
ally designed to speak truth into the hearers’ circumstances.1

there are certainly some end-of-days implications in Revelation,
but contrary to a lot of popular ideas, John was not attempting to
create a futuristic depiction of the end times. the vision of Revela-
tion is more like a caving expedition, where we go deeper and
deeper into the wonder and reality of who Jesus was, is, and is to
come. John told us from the beginning, in Revelation 1:1, that this
manifesto is a revelation of Jesus Christ. when we truly see this
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dynamic, we quickly discover how Revelation is one of the most
applicable and relevant books in the bible.2

droplets

John’s story is certainly unique. even though the Roman author-
ities exiled John to the island of Patmos, he was still able to live
with hope and plunge into God’s grand swimming pool, cannonball
style. as John wrote Revelation, he splashed every living and yet-
to-live follower of Christ with droplets of hope.3

Loaded with first-century cultural images and metaphors, John
wrote with the expectation that his hearers, who were scattered
throughout the Roman empire, would know he had heard and seen
what God was up to in the land. John desperately wanted to encour-
age his network of churches to persevere in their circumstances and
lock in their reason for hope.4

you see, in the first century, life was not easy for Jesus’ follow-
ers. the Roman culture was quite tolerant of other religions, but
there was one thing about the Christian sect that rubbed the Roman
authorities the wrong way. the early Christians would not bow
down and worship Caesar, the Roman emperor, because Caesar was
considered another lord and god. therefore, the Roman authorities
assumed the Christians were disloyal to the state of Rome and a
potential threat to their cause. Consequently, the Roman authorities
began making it incredibly difficult for Christ-followers to remain
connected.5

It’s no wonder the leaders of the early church were continually
asking the question, “what is your reason for hope?” If the early

22

reclaiming hope



Christians did not have a good reason for refusing to worship a false
god, then it was highly probable they would fall away from the one
true God. 

oceans

In the city of algarrobo along the southern coast of Chile, lies
the world’s largest swimming pool. If you like swimming laps in
pools, you’d be lucky to make it down and back in this one. the
pool stretches 1,013 meters (3,323 feet) long, covers 20 acres, has
a 11.5-foot deep end, and holds 66 million gallons of water. to put
this in perspective, an olympic size pool measures only 50 meters
in length.

even though this pool is quite remarkable and attracts thousands
of people to the San alfonso del Mar Resort, there is an expense to
having such a luxury. the pool took nearly two billion dollars to con-
struct and five years of manual labor. Plus, the annual maintenance
requires a budget of four million dollars!6

I find it somewhat humorous that about a hundred yards from
the edge of the world’s largest pool lies another body of water, the
Pacific ocean, which eventually ends up encircling the entire globe.
It’s a bit deeper—and free!

Sadly, when it comes to experiencing God’s vision of hope, it is
entirely possible for people to settle for humanity’s deceptive pools
of hope and overlook God’s hope-filled ocean altogether. 

yet John yearned for those in the first-century church to experience
God’s ocean of hope. So in the book of Revelation, he wrote seven
unique letters to seven specific churches located in seven different
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cities throughout the province of asia (ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum,
thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea).7 John wanted every
church to clean out its ears and wipe the sand out of its eyes so it
could wake up to the sound of waves crashing with hope.

jumbled

along the journey toward discovering our hope, we need to
begin defining what hope is and, maybe even more importantly,
what hope is not. Remember, the question derived from 1 Peter 3:15
is, “what is my hope?”

even though the word hope is used excessively in our everyday
vocabulary, I can’t help but notice the early Christ-followers worked
with a different definition from most of our modern ones. 

over time words tend to morph and take on new meanings. For
example, think about the word love. In ancient Greek terminology,
love had different words that described the various levels of commit-
ment and passion. the word philia described a basic friendship; the
word Eros described a sensual and romantic relationship; and the
word agape described the deepest affection for another person. How-
ever, in recent days the english-speaking world has morphed all of
the various levels of love into one word—perhaps in Greek it would
be philerosgape.

nowadays, the word love, a word that once had a clear definition
and meaning, has transformed into something much weaker. Isn’t it
kind of odd we can say to our lover, “I love you, babe,” and in the
next breath we can use the same word and exclaim, “I love cheesy
potatoes”? does this mean our passion for our spouse is equivalent
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to our passion for cheesy potatoes? depending on the tone of voice,
it might seem like some people love their cheesy potatoes more than
their spouse! does anyone have a problem with this? 

well, in the same way the word love has lost its meaning, the word
hope has also become jumbled. Hope has now become synonymous
with words like optimism, wishful thinking, and anticipation. People
use the word hope in describing their desire for a certain football
team to win or to express their aspiration for getting something they
want like a promotion, a new house, a relationship, or even a ticket
into heaven. 

but what if hope is not synonymous with materialistic optimism,
wishful thinking, or the desire to escape into the afterlife? 

what if hope is something more? 

denim

I once saw an infomercial for jeans that were made to feel like
pajamas. the advertising was pretty compelling. I almost wanted
to buy a pair—for my wife, of course. the ad showcased several
women walking around confident in their external appeal and
pleased nobody knew how comfortable the jeans really were.

even though the advertising was quite compelling, no doubt
these pajama jeans were imposters, and I suspect they will never
replace a good pair of denim jeans. 

Just as denim has an imposter, God’s vision of hope also has an
imposter. It is quite possible the reason we wonder if hope exists is
precisely because too many worldly imposters of hope have let us
down.
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truth be told, if you’ve never witnessed real hope, it’s hard to
believe in it. It might do us some good to sift through some of the
world’s false visions of hope before we uncover God’s real vision
of hope. 

reflect

1. who in your life would you consider to be a “hope splasher”?
why? 

2. why was John so adamant about splashing hope? 
3. How is faith in Christ challenging these days? 
4. In what ways does biblical hope seem costly and risky? 
5. In what ways do we overlook God’s intended vision of hope? 
6. How has the word hope become weaker or lost its meaning? 
7. on a scale of one to ten, how hope filled are you?
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introduction
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