
Brian Bennett is a leader on the ground, a bridge builder, and
understands the heart of the church and the heart of God. In
addition, he loves people of all backgrounds. He is indeed a
“gracist”! 

—DAVID ANDERSON, founder and senior pastor of 
Bridgeway Community Church

This book will show you a beautiful picture of what it looks
like to journey together daily. Bennett shares his experience
of bridging gaps between cultures, while helping us discover
what kingdom life looks like wherever we are. Go Now and
Be the Church will move people into action in caring for their
communities through listening, patience, and reconciliation. 

—CHARLES ARN, author of Side Door (WPH) and 
professor of outreach at Wesley Seminary

In a time when we in America still struggle with how to be a
diverse group of people and live in unity, Brian Bennett’s book
is a must-read for anyone interested in how the church can be an
agent of reconciliation and service in the community. Bennett
not only is the key leader and pastor of Overflow Church, but
he also tells Overflow Church’s story in a marvelous and 
compelling manner that will entertain, inform, and inspire.

—TONY CAMPBELL, director of missional engagement and 
global mission for the Reformed Church in America

Brian Bennett takes the time to share with us his journey (most
inspiring) and helps us understand how the church the Lord
led him to plant has become a model of a church that has the
potential to change the world. The principles Bennett presents
are transferable and will work in different situations. Bennett
shares from his heart nuggets of truth that helped him go from
rented space to a thriving soon-to-be-multisite congregation.
—ANTHONYM. GRAHAM, senior pastor of New Hope Family Worship Center



With candor and humility, Bennett takes us on a spiritual
roller-coaster ride through a real-life kingdom adventure. This
wisdom-packed book reveals how the life of faith is anything
but stress-free, yet exciting beyond belief. Go Now and Be
the Church is an inspiring and instructive account of urban
community transformation and the transformation of a leader
called to serve.

—BOB LUPTON, founder and president of FCS Urban Ministries

Through real experience, Brian Bennett shows us what it looks
like to actively pursue a multicultural community by living
out the Great Commission. Go Now and Be the Church can and
will bring transformation to those who read it seeking a true
understanding of discipleship of all peoples. 

—JO ANNE LYON, general superintendent of The Wesleyan Church

A refreshing format and faith-building content makes Go Now
and Be the Church a true spiritual adventure. Having followed
Brian’s ministry since the founding of Overflow Church, the
perspectives he shares arise out of effective service to a people
and a place he loves.

—WAYNE SCHMIDT, author of Ministry Velocity (WPH) 
and vice president of Wesley Seminary

Get ready to take a journey that is both fresh and profoundly
helpful. Through Scripture, powerful story, and beautiful
reflection, Brian challenges Christians everywhere to engage
in the call to go and be the church—now!

—JEREMY SUMMERS, author, pastor, and director of 
adult spiritual formation for The Wesleyan Church
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Go Now and Be the Church is dedicated to the people 
of Overflow Church in Benton Harbor, Michigan. 
Thank you for faithfully living out, every week, what 
it means to passionately follow Jesus and joyfully 
serve others. May we continue to go now and be 
the church and share his story for his glory.
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Introduction

It is amazing how God works in and through some of
life’s most difficult seasons to bring great clarity and
beauty. In the fall of 2011, I had reached a place of burnout
in life, leadership, and ministry. During this time, leaders
in my denomination provided a church planter renewal
grant that allowed me and my family to pursue renewal
and healing. We took a family vacation; my wife, Cindy,
and I had time away as a couple; and I visited a retreat center
for counseling, solitude, and silence. Until then, the heavy
demands and financial constraints of planting a church and
starting a nonprofit had not afforded us these much-needed
breaks. During my time at the retreat center, I was able to
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get back to the core of who I am in Christ, who Christ is in
his church, and what I believe it means to be the people of
God and live as his church. I cannot recall exactly how it
happened or what triggered the thought process, but in my
journal from September 23 of that year I wrote this:
“Overflow benediction each week? ‘Go now and be the
church—salt and light.’” 
In that moment the idea for a weekly benediction at

Overflow Church came together. Our benediction became,
and remains to this day, “May you journey together this
week, learning to passionately follow Jesus and joyfully
serve others. Go now and be the church.” It is both a bless-
ing and a commissioning, a time the congregation has
grown to love and see as a rally cry at the close of each
service. We don’t just gather to do church; we are given the
opportunity to be the church in our community. We have
faithfully lived out this concept since I returned from that
retreat. However, the heart, vision, and passion behind that
expression actually began four years earlier in 2007 when
Overflow Church was in its early stages. The concept of
being the church in our community, of taking Jesus beyond
our walls and seeing life transformation in our region, has
always been with us. Though we did not verbalize that
benediction in the first few years, we were living it out as
witnesses to our community. 
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Throughout this journey, you will find stories from the
formational years of Overflow Church and daily devotions
to encourage and equip you. The reflection questions will
help you apply what you are learning to your ministry
context. My prayer and hope is that you will renew your
walk with Christ, your walk with his church, and embrace
the call to go now and be the church in your community.
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1
Contentment and Holy Discontent

Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to 
be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere 
and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound
and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

—Philippians 4:11–13 NKJV

I am a discontented person by nature. Some part of me has
always tried to look ahead to what’s next more than to enjoy
what is now. In 2005 I left my first career as an inner-city 
public school teacher and coach to join the staff of a two-
thousand-person church as a youth and young adult pastor. I
strongly believed God had called me to that ministry, and I was
excited to dive in. I found myself in my midtwenties with a
great ministry position, working toward a master’s degree, with
a wonderful wife and our first child. I was living the dream,
finding a season of true contentment, or so I thought.
However, within a few months my wife began to sense

a significant discontentment growing within her. As she
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shared it with me, I told her it was too soon to make a judg-
ment about our current situation and that she should pray
through it to find contentment. It did not take long, though,
for that feeling of discontent to affect me as well. We were
experiencing a godly discontent. God was moving in our
lives, and I was simply slow to respond. The discontent-
ment stemmed from my sense of being called to build
bridges between people and God. I had developed such a
heart for diversity and the poor from my time in the inner-
city schools that I knew our lives and ministry had to
include this focus. The setting I was in, though not resistant
to that, was not intentionally seeking diversity. I discovered
then the difference between ministries focused on attracting
people (drawing people to them) and those focused on
reaching people (connecting with people in the midst of their
daily lives and activities). Above all, I knew my life had to
be about a kingdom-building ministry that would extend
beyond the church walls to embrace the city and region
where I found myself, one that reflected the aspect of
Jesus’ ministry that most resonated with me.
During that season, Jeremiah 29:7 began to burn within

me during my devotional times, calling Cindy and me to
something more. This powerful verse says, “Also, seek the
peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you
into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers,
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you too will prosper.” My godly discontent drove me to
leave what I thought was everything for something more,
and I found that something was the everything I had been
looking for all along. 
There is a difference, however, between godly discontent

and what I would call personal discontent. The former is
driven by God and relates to our callings; the latter stems
from frustration with personal circumstances. Personal 
contentment is one of the chief Christian virtues. The apostle
Paul learned the secret of contentment in Jesus Christ. As
followers of Jesus, we are encouraged to be content with
our God and all that he has supplied us with. This virtue of
contentment may be considered a vice by the world around
us, but it is one of the core characteristics of a walk with
Jesus. In a world that constantly encourages us to make
comparisons, to want more, to be more, and to do more,
only Christ’s strength enables us to find contentment.
However, beyond the question of personal contentment

with the circumstances of our lives lies the question of where
God may, in fact, be moving us to change or grow. Often
God will give us a burden or a state of discontent with the
present to lead us toward the next step he has for our lives.
We may at first interpret this as dissatisfaction or frustration
with our circumstances, but it may be something more. What
begins as a feeling of dissatisfaction or frustration, if
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directed by God, can become the fuel that propels us
toward the next season of life or ministry. It was a godly
discontent that moved us to launch out and start what
would become Overflow Church. This godly discontent
was affirmed by Jeremiah 29:7. The question of what it
would look like see God’s holistic healing and peace take
place in a community began to burn within me. After
months of wrestling with this Scripture and bathing it in
prayer, the next steps, as directed by God, began to emerge,
leading us an entirely new direction in life and ministry.

Discussion Questions

1. Would you describe yourself as very discontent,
somewhat discontent, somewhat content, or very content?
If on the discontent side of the scale, is it personal or godly
discontent? Explain what you mean.
2. In the areas of life where you are discontent, do you

sense that it is driven by comparisons to others? What
seems to drive your discontent most of the time? 
3. What disciplines or habits help you experience 

contentment? 
4. How does your understanding of Philippians 4:13, “I

can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”
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(NKJV), change when you read it in its context of being 
content in life?
5. If you have any godly discontent in life right now,

what vision for change might God be birthing in you? 
6. Nehemiah took his godly discontent before God in

prayer (see Neh. 1), which led to his vision for rebuilding
Jerusalem’s walls. How might you pray over your feeling
of discontent so that God can work within you?


	Cover
	Title
	Copyright
	Contents
	Acknowledgements
	Introduction
	Part 1. Discovering Kingdom Life
	1. Contentment and Holy Discontent
	2. Dreams and Visions
	3. Power and Provision in Prayer
	4. Burning Bridges and Following Jesus
	5. God’s Miraculous Provision

	Part 2. Modern-Day Wells
	6. Faith Works
	7. Moving Forward with Fear in the Rear
	8. Little Is Big with God
	9. A Church for the Thirsty
	10. Launching a Shared Vision

	Part 3. Love’s Goal
	11. Loving Your Supporters and Your Critics
	12. Welcome to the Neighborhood
	13. Prepared in Advance
	14. What Is Kingdom Success?
	15. Real Life, Real People, Real God

	Part 4. Doing a New Thing
	16. Planting, Watering, and Loving
	17. A Backyard Full of Love
	18. Celebrating Life with the Lord
	19. New Wineskins
	20. Stewardship of What God Gives

	Part 5. Jars of Clay
	21. Charging the Darkness with a Flashlight
	22. A Church without Walls
	23. Where God Guides, He Provides
	24. The Impossible Made Possible
	25. Where Is God at Work?

	Part 6. Being Leads to Doing
	26. Personal Transformation through Listening
	27. The Space Between
	28. Simply Profound
	29. Relationships Redefined
	30. More Than Words

	Part 7. Bridges Built by Faith
	31. Who Is My Neighbor?
	32. Stay Focused and He Will Provide
	33. Hearing God’s Voice
	34. Stand Still and I Will Fight for You
	35. A Mosaic of Miracles

	Part 8. Receive Rather Than Achieve
	36. Little Is Much for the Chosen
	37. Are You Climbing the Right Mountain?
	38. Witnesses to His Power
	39. True Passion Grows through “No”
	40. The Holy Spirit and What’s Next

	Appendix: Overflow Stories 2007–2014



