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     Family 

Struggles

t is 6:15 p.m. and Christina 
Franklin, a 30-year-old 
mother of five, must 
begin warming water to 

bathe her children and have them in 
bed before 9 p.m. The task takes an 
astounding 2½ hours and about 40 
gallons of bottled water to complete. It 
requires Christina to pour water into 
pots for warming and then transfer 
it to a storage tote that she uses as a 
temporary bathtub for her children. 
She began using the storage tote as a 
bathtub because it requires less water 
to fill than a traditional bathtub. She 
repeats the task for her 9, 4, 3, 2-year-
old, and 7-month-old several times a 
week. Water bottles can be seen stored 
throughout her home. 
 The reality is sad. Christina 
lives in a high-crime area where the 
National Guard will not deliver water. 
That meant she was responsible for 
driving to her local fire station to pick 
up water. The problem: she could only 
receive one case of water per day. The 
city stripped her of a basic human need 

and then told her family to survive 
on 24 bottles of water a day. Divide 
it by six and that means each family 
member was allotted four bottles of 
water throughout the day. Still, she 
gratefully accepted her portion. She 
also received water occasionally from 
brave volunteers who would enter her 
apartment complex to deliver water. 
 At first they thought they could 
bathe in the tap water. Then rashes 
began appearing on her children. 
Several were diagnosed with skin 
conditions and the three-year-old 
was taken to urgent care. Too many 
chemicals had been placed in the water 
trying to control lead and other issues. 
It was then that Christina realized 
that she must rely on bottled water for 
all daily activities. A new reality now 
exists: what was once a basic human 
right has become a sacred, but scarce 
commodity.
 Christina quickly became 
exhausted from making daily trips 
to the fire department. That’s when 
she found out that many churches 

would give as much water as needed. Now she 
makes her water pick-ups on Saturdays. She 
drives to a church and gets enough water to last 
her throughout the week. While grateful for 
the water, many activities have become a major 
inconvenience. Not only does bathing require 
additional hours but so does everything else. 
Paper plates, cups, and plastic forks are now a 
staple at the dinner table. Combine them with tin 
foil pans that are used for baking and the need to 
use precious water for cleaning dishes is reduced.I

B Y  E B O N Y  D U N I G A N

FLINT WATER CRISIS: 

View photo gallery
www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch
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 But many cannot afford to constantly spend money 
on paper products. The financial burdens added to the 
potentially devastating effects that the lead already has 
had on their children is simply too much to bear. It has 
become a major source of stress for Christina Franklin and 
many others in the community. 
 And many elderly or disabled don’t have the capability 
of lugging cases of water. Many don’t have cars and 
must take buses to distribution points, then wait in long 
lines to get buses back home, several times per week. It’s 
exhausting just to survive, let alone hold down jobs and 
care for children and their education.  
 Yet, life continues for Christina Franklin and other 
residents. She can only use city water to wash clothes and 
flush toilets. “I don’t know what to really trust anymore. I 
think the water is safe to use for laundry . . . I hope it is.”
And while Flint residents want those responsible for this 
man-made disaster held responsible, they primarily want 
justice to be served through the provision of safe drinking 
water again. 

  Life has changed. Tests have shown that untold 
thousands of children here have had lead exposure 
sufficient to cause concern about developmental problems. 
Many Flint children will need additional educational 
resources to be successful in school. Others will face 
behavioral problems. Families will need to enroll in family 
therapy in order to cope with the anxiety and added 
responsibilities that are a direct result of the water crisis. 
  In Christina’s family, the crisis does not prevent hearty 
laughter from flowing throughout her home. She refuses 
to let the situation keep her children from playing outside 
or enjoying their childhood. “We are doing the best we can 
with what we have been given,” she said. “I simply pray 
that we will be able to use our water again soon.”

Urgent: Please give to the 
Flint Grassroots Initiative 
www.wesleyan.org/4955

EBONY DUNIGAN
A former reporter for the Flint Journal, Ebony 
Dunigan is a marriage and family therapist today 
and an active member of Joy Tabernacle in Flint, 
where her husband Aaron is an assistant pastor.

Thousands are being tested 
for levels of lead poisoning 
in Flint, Mich. 

A NEW REALITY NOW EXISTS:

What was once a
basic human right has 
become a sacred, but 
scarce commodity.

The Wesleyan Church is heavily involved in responding to 
the crisis and has founded the Flint Grassroots Initiative. 
Hundreds of volunteers are providing intensive assistance 
and the Initiative is expected to be in place long-term.
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DO YOU KNOW 
WHO YOU ARE?

 We are to be disciples who 
make disciples of all nations. Every 
opportunity in The Wesleyan Church 
is a discipleship issue. How? We are in 
the grip of Jesus, following and obeying 
him. Discipleship should reside in 
every decision, process, action, and 
accountability. 
 We are to be a multiplying 
movement for the kingdom of Jesus. 
Every church should grow in one form 
or another. It may be that we need to 
grow down deeper first. We definitely 
need to grow beyond our walls. We 
need to walk across the room, the street, 
across town, and across the sea for Jesus. 
 We need you in The Wesleyan 
Church for the good of the kingdom 
of Jesus Christ. We need Spirit-led 
people. The structure of The Wesleyan 
Church does not have to remain in any 
particular form. Yet the message of 
heart and life holiness that transforms 
the whole person across the whole 
world must survive. That is the 
Wesleyan message. Believe it. Behave 
like it. Wesleyans, know who you are 
as you go into all the world for Jesus 
Christ. Amen!

omeone asks me about once a 
month if I know who I am. I 
have been mistaken for various 

people, including actor Jack Nicholson 
and a certain character on the TV 
sitcom Modern Family. You can join 
my kids laughing about that one. As 
I think about my personal identity, it 
dawns on me that our denomination 
has an identity, as well. So, Wesleyans: 
Do you know who you are? If someone 
asks you who are the Wesleyans (not an 
uncommon question), how would you 
respond?
 We are the bride of Christ. He is 
our groom. Loving, honoring, and 
cherishing is our posture to our Lord 
as he has laid down his life for us. We 
respect him. We love him. We submit 
to him knowing he always has our best 
interest as his priority.
 We are image-bearers and 
messengers of the holy God of heaven. 
Proclaim and experience salvation, 
transformation, sanctification—The 
Wesleyan Church is to be Jesus with 
skin on! That means we are so full of 
Jesus that his love, grace, mercy, and 
justice ooze out of us individually and as 
a Church in practical ways.

D R .  J I M  D U N N

S

JIM DUNN 
The executive director of Church 
Multiplication and Discipleship, Dr. Jim 
Dunn will this summer transition to become 
the vice-president of church relationships 
for the Wesleyan Investment Foundation. 
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“The Wesleyan Church can develop a major 

ministry to urban and ethnic people. But, we 

must be willing to ‘pay the price’ for this effort 

(a 10-year or 20-year thrust at least). An urban/
ethnic ministry is a long-term project.” 

[Excerpted from the “Report of the Findings Committee,” Wesleyan Urban/Ethnic Study Conference, Jersey City, New Jersey, 1984.]

B Y  C H A R L E S  E .  M A S S E Y

B U F F A L O  •  N E W  Y O R K

 FAITHFUL
PRESENCE
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n 1989, when my wife, Claity, and I moved 
into Buffalo from Houghton, N.Y.,  one 
was hard-pressed to find any Wesleyan 
presence. It’s a different story today as it is 

also in places like Detroit, Los Angeles, Milwaukee, etc. 
 Twenty-seven years ago I was looking for a quick 
fix, a plan to be implemented in one quadrennium. I 
hadn’t thought much about how long it might take to 
earn the trust of people who lived differently than I, or 
how slowly change occurs, especially for dysfunctional 
families, chaotic neighborhoods, and fledgling urban 
church plants. I hadn’t thought about finding other 
faith-based ministries or community organizations 
to work with who might share our concerns. I didn’t 
realize how little I knew about my new city. And I 
didn’t know that the city would become “my city” and 
that I would come to love it and its people. I hadn’t 
fully appreciated that “an urban/ethnic ministry is a 
long-term project.”
 In 1989, Buffalo’s downward spiral that began 
in the 1950’s was hitting bottom, hopelessness was 
commonplace, people who could were fleeing the 
city. There was nothing romantic about the rustbelt.
 We began a small church plant on the tough west 
side with a group of idealistic, white, college-educated, 
young people (I was an old guy even then), who were 
committed to following Jesus, 
standing for justice, and loving 
the poor (at least in theory).
 It was a bumpy 18-year 
ride and the church didn’t 
survive–or did it? Here are 
some of the organizations that have their roots in that 
effort: the Jericho Road Community Health Center 
with its clinical operations, community programs, 
and global initiatives; Westside Ministries; River Rock 
Church; Peace of the City; and Houghton College’s 
Wesley Service Corps. Sometimes, if you put down 
roots and stay around long enough, you get to see it all 
play out–the life, death, and resurrection!  
 In his book, To Change the World, sociologist 
James Davison Hunter builds a case for “faithful 
presence,” arguing that as Christians partner with their 
communities, the church contributes to the benefit of 
all. He states, “A theology of faithful presence calls 
Christians to enact the shalom of God. . . . Christians 
share a world with others and they must contribute 
to its overall flourishing.” The following is a look 
at three people with ties to “the church that didn’t 
survive” whose lives illustrate what faithful presence 
looks like in Buffalo, New York.

Dr. Claity Price Massey

 As educators, Claity and I moved into Buffalo 
to help save a historic former church building and 
adapt it for use as a model early childhood school.   
 With a background in early childhood education and more than 
a decade among the education faculty at Houghton College, Claity 
was asked to serve with the King Urban Life Center developing plans 
for a model program in the former church. When restoration efforts 
were delayed, she led the effort to create a pilot program at School 
#90, a nearby Buffalo public school. Construction work was finally 
completed in 1998 and an annex of School #90 opened at the former 
church building, now known as the King Center. 
 The center soon became a charter school and Claity was asked to 

lead it. King Center Charter School (KCCS), the 
first charter school in Buffalo, opened in August 
2000 with 80 students from kindergarten through 
3rd grade. 
 Thirteen years later, when she retired as 
director, KCCS was home to 260 students in 

K-6th grade with authorization to expand to 8th. Following in their 
footsteps, there were also 15 other charter schools serving nearly 8,000 
students in the Buffalo area. June 13, 2013, was proclaimed “Dr. 
Claity P. Massey Day” by Buffalo Mayor Byron W. Brown and The 
Buffalo News carried a feature article captioned, “She built a better 
school.” 
 In this school serving a poor and minority population, the 
children in their letters of thanks captured her impact:

• Dr. Massey protects us and uses caring words and actions. She 
is beautiful. (Nia, Grade1)

• Dr. Massey is special to me because she shakes my hand when 
I come into school. (Caden, Grade 1)

• Dr. Massey’s helpful for making this school. She could have 
just been at home kicking back, watching TV and minding 
her own business. (Jeremiah, Grade 3)

• Your faith is strong. I never want you to leave. You always 
believe in what can happen. (Asia, Grade 4)

 Now in retirement, Claity is serving as president of the Jericho 
Road Community Health Center Board of Directors.

I

Faithful presence requires 
Christians to partner with 

their communities.

Urban ministries can reach ethnic 
groups with the gospel because that is 
where they are more concentratrated.
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CHARLES E. MASSEY
Dr. Charles Massey retired in 2014 after a 
38-year career at Houghton College serving 
as professor of education and director of 
Wesley Service Corps. He continues to live in 
Buffalo, New York.

Dr. Myron Glick

 Myron is a 1988 graduate of 
Houghton College. He attended the 
University at Buffalo Medical School 
and “the church that didn’t survive.” 
After his residency, he and his wife, 
Joyce, returned to Buffalo to establish 
Jericho Road Family Practice. 
 In selecting Myron and Joyce Glick 
as “Outstanding Citizens of 2013,” The 
Buffalo News stated:  “About 90% of the 
1,300 immigrants and refugees who 
come to Buffalo annually, as well as 
another 500 people who move to the 
city from other locations in the United 
States, settle on the west side. Many 
of them will find their way to Jericho 
Road Community Health Center, 
founded by Dr. Myron and Joyce Glick 
in 1997 . . . Jericho Road’s success— 
how it has affected so many lives for 
the better—couldn’t have been done 
without them.” 

More than half speak languages other 
than English. It also provides programs 
addressing legal services and temporary 
housing for asylum seekers; mentoring 
of at-risk, pregnant refugee women; 
English classes for adult learners; in-
home early-childhood development; 
mentoring of economically 
disadvantaged women; financial 
education and planning for families; 
and a help center for refugees.
 In February 2015, in the midst 
of the Ebola outbreak, Jericho Road’s 
Adama Martha Memorial Community 
Health Center opened in Sierra Leone, 
Africa. Within the next year, another 
clinic will open in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

John Lee

 John and Sue Lee found their 
way to “the church that didn’t 
survive” in 2000 when their daughter 
was leading worship there. With 
strong ties to the Wesleyan Church 
of Hamburg, they attended their 
suburban home church’s Saturday 
evening service and came into the 
city to worship on Sunday mornings. 
After nearly 30 years with Praxair 
Corporation, John brought a wealth 
of business experience along with a 
passion for ministry. 
 John assessed the needs of the 
church and community, evaluated 
best practices, and developed a 
two-year plan that has been key for 
addressing the situation. Fourteen 
years later John is still implementing 
it, and he appreciates that “an urban/
ethnic ministry is a long-term 
project.”
 Since retiring from business in 
2004, John expanded his non-profit 
involvement and is now engaged 
with multiple boards: Jericho Road 
Community Health Center, Wesleyan 
Church of Hamburg, Westside 
Ministries (a Christian community 
development organization), and 
Houghton College, with a focus on 
work in Buffalo. Wesleyan Church 
of Hamburg is a major financial 
contributor to Jericho Road, and 
Westside Ministries provides building 
management services. It’s not 
surprising that John now serves on 
the World Hope International board 
as well.

Looking to the 
future

 Claity, Myron, and John–all 
products of Wesleyan colleges 
or churches–have invested a 
combined total of 67 years in our 
city. Buffalo, as a result, is a better 
place and thousands more people 
are flourishing today than in 1989. 
Education, health, economic, and 
spiritual needs are being addressed 
and Jesus’ unconditional love has 
been demonstrated. But Buffalo is 
still facing great challenges to meet 
the needs of a disproportionally 
poor and minority population. As 
Wesleyans pursuing a theology of 
faithful presence, we preach good 
news to the poor, and follow John 
Wesley’s admonition to combine 
acts of kindness and also address 
underlying causes of poverty and 
injustice. 

It is a long-term project.

Today, Jericho Road Community 
Health Center operates medical 

clinics on both the east and west 
sides of Buffalo serving over 

12,000 patients.

Jericho Road Community Health Center 
team outside their Buffalo, N.Y. office.

Learn about Jericho Road 
www.jrchc.org
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lthough the JESUS film ministry 
showing the Gospel of Luke 
in the local language has been 

God-blessed all over the world, nowhere 
has it made a greater difference than in 
Mozambique. On the southeast coast of 
Africa, Mozambique’s 25 million people 
are ripe to hear the gospel of hope. A civil 
war had crippled the country and created 
widespread discouragement.  
 Mozambique Wesleyan Church had 49 
churches located in only two of its eleven 
provinces. But in 2000, God ignited the 
heart of National Director of Evangelism and 
Church Growth Rev. Graça Nhathelo. He 
had a vision to reach the whole nation. 
 The JESUS film was introduced to Rev. 
Graça (pronounced GRAH-sah) and the 
other church leaders, and they decided to try 
it. In 2001, they sent a team to Zambia to be 
trained. Among those receiving the training 
was Rev. Graça. 
 Rev. Graça spent many hours praying 
over a map of Mozambique, plotting out 
the strategy for each province. In North 
America, its length would stretch from 
Florida to Ottawa, Canada. Graça’s God-
given vision was put into action. The film 
was shown first in the two districts of 
Maputo and Gaza. Results were amazing 
as thousands in a single night would hear 
and see the gospel. New churches began to 
spring up as hundreds of people responded 
to the message, which they were seeing and 
hearing in their own language, many for the 
first time. Converts were discipled with the 
newly translated discipleship materials and 
gathered into fellowship groups which soon 
became fast-growing churches.
 The Bible college in the city of Xai Xai 
(pronounced SHY-shy) has played a vital 
role in the vision that Rev. Graça Nhathelo 
had for the nine provinces to the north. As 
new believers were discipled, they sensed 
a call to ministry and were sent to Xai Xai. 
Many became church planters and were 
equipped to serve on JESUS film teams that 
were being sent into the new areas. These 

A

B Y  J O H N  C R O F T

A  J E S U S  F I L M  C A S E  S T U D Y 

Mozambique
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youthful evangelists became the cross-
bearers for a nation that was finding new 
hope and truth. 
 Rev. Raul Diole, a former student of 
Emanuel Wesleyan Bible College (EWBC) 
in Swaziland, became a church planter in 
the Zambezia Province of Mozambique, 
where in 2000 there were just three 
preaching points. Today through the JESUS 
film team ministries, under the leadership 
of Rev. Diole, there are 88 churches 
divided up into three districts in Zambezia 
Province. 
 Similarly, Rev. Abel Nove led a JESUS 
film team to the province of Nampula in 
2008, and today there are more than 60 
Wesleyan churches there. 
 Evangelists and church planters 
have gone to places that were previously 
considered impossible. Muslim areas 
have seen thousands turn to Christ and 
many churches planted. Former Muslim 
imams (leaders) are now Wesleyan pastors. 
Literal miracles have been witnessed by 
thousands. Accompanying the JESUS film 
showings, people have been raised from 
physical death by prayer, and the demon-
possessed have been delivered.
 In Nampula Province, Abilio Assuate 
was a demon-possessed man chained to 
a tree for many years. His family and the 
whole village feared him. His brother 
saw the JESUS film, in which a demon-
possessed man is rescued by Christ, and 
asked the team to come help Abilio. For 
three days, they prayed for the chained, 
filthy, bleeding, and bruised Abilio, who 
was not even in his right mind. But the 
team was powerfully inspired by the 
Holy Spirit to persist. Incredibly, on the 
third day, Abilio was delivered from the 
demons that enslaved him. Released from 
the chains and the darkness, he began to 
preach, saying, “I am the one who was in 
chains, but now you can see I am free!” 

Today, Abilio is a pastor who has started 
ten churches and many have come to faith 
through his preaching.
 God has created a church-planting 
movement in Mozambique through the 
JESUS film ministry and Spirit-filled men 
and women. From 49 churches in two 
provinces in 2000, the number has grown 
to more than 250 churches in all eleven 
provinces. In addition, they have launched 
missionary work in Malawi and Tanzania. 

GLOBALLY
Around the world, 46 Wesleyan teams were 
deployed during just the last three years. 
From 2012–2015 they showed the JESUS 
film to almost 1.5 million people, and more 
than 500,000 responded to invitations. 
As a result, 482 Wesleyan churches were 
planted. An additional 532 preaching 
points were started, and 2,771 new cell 
groups were formed to disciple new 
followers of Jesus. 
 Looking forward, Global Partners is 
working with the international churches to 
see 1,000 newly-ordained pastors by 2020 
and 200 new trainers trained. The JESUS 
Film Partnership is part of that initiative 
to equip as many workers as possible with 
the expertise and tools that the JESUS film 
ministry offers. Support of the JESUS Film 
Partnership helps make this happen. 
 Rev. Graça Nhathelo, who is now the 
national superintendent of Mozambique, 
is often heard telling his pastors and Bible 
school students, with tears in his eyes and a 
quiver on his lips, “We do this work, not to 
be praised by men or to make our church 
great, but because people need to believe in 
Jesus and be saved.”

JOHN CROFT
Rev. John Croft is director of the Wesleyan 
JESUS Film Partnership. Other article 
contributors include Rev. Orai Lehman, Rev. 
Rick Cox, and Rev. Graça Nhathelo.

Watch Videos
globalpartnersonline.org/partner/jesus-film



randen and Jenn Petersen 
have relocated to Manhattan, 
New York City, to co-plant a 
church called Resurrection 
Life NYC. For the last 17 

years, they have served on the staff of Sent 
Church, in Plano, Tex. 
 There seemed to be some big hurdles, 
but when they phoned Penn-Jersey District 
Superintendent Karl Eastlack, he said, “We 
have been waiting for you!” They were awed 
by the high costs in NYC, even though they 
shifted their family of four from a large 
home to a 1000-square-foot apartment. But 
it was a further confirmation when God 
opened up avenues of support, and their 
home sold quickly. 
 Branden and Jenn knew they needed 
to grow culturally and strategically to serve 
in such a famously hard place to plant a 
church. Branden was accepted into Fellows, 

B
Resurrection Life NYC

a one-year program with Tim Keller, one 
of the most notable pastors in NYC. Also, 
both are part of City to City’s Incubator, 
a two-year program of church-planting 
preparedness. 
 The Petersens chose as their target 
the Upper East Side of Manhattan. After 
considering over 60 locations, they have 
found a great venue—a private school that is 
opening its arms to them. Nearby are diverse 
populations: upper-class Carnegie Hill and 
multi-ethnic East (Spanish) Harlem. 
 Monthly preview services this summer 
will gather a growing launch team, which 
currently stands at 20. Weekly services 
will begin in September if they have 50-70 
committed people. The Petersens request 
prayer for workers, for a critical mass for 
their launch team, and for launch expenses. 
 How are they making connections? 
They have made some good friends at 

school functions. First you have to prove you 
are there for the long haul for people to give 
trust. But they are also assessing needs and 
they plan the kinds of outreach where they 
can show Christ’s love in practical ways. 
 God is going to do something 
wonderful with Resurrection Life NYC. But 
first, he is already changing the Petersen 
family. Branden and Jenn state that their 
faith has grown more in the last eight 
months than in their entire lives. God isn’t 
waiting—he is already working. 

Branden and Jenn 
realized they needed 
to grow culturally and 
strategically in order 
to be effective in such 
a famously hard place 
to plant a church. 

B Y  K E R R Y  K I N D

Petersen family
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In July, 2012, the nation was horrified by the theatre shooting 
in Aurora, Colorado. But Reid Hettich points out that, in urban 
Aurora, there are tragedies every day. Although the church he 
planted there is named Mosaic, the huge sign on their building says 
“Opportunity Center.” As expected, their sign brings people walking in 
every day: people seeking help to find a job, to find affordable housing, 
or just looking for something hopeful. And Mosaic 
delivers hope.
 According to Reid, ministry 
in Aurora requires a permanent 
presence to establish trust with 
people. God showed them a 
5,000-square-foot commercial 
building in the perfect location. 
With a Wesleyan Investment 
Foundation loan and help from 
community partners, they 
bought it and renovated it into a 
worship center, a medical clinic, 
an educational facility, a counseling center, a food bank, and more. 
 The free clinic on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings is operated by 
doctors and students from a medical center. On Thursday evenings, Mosaic 
runs a “Whiz Kids” faith-based tutoring program and collaborates with 
a local public school that refers at-risk students. Friday night is given to 
focused prayer. And on Saturday afternoons the food bank reaches more 
people. Mosaic is a Sunday church with 140 worshippers, but it is a Monday 
through Saturday church, too, that meets hundreds of people at their point 
of need with the love of Jesus Christ. 
 Mosaic is three congregations in one. The Korean congregation is led 
by Songmin Kim and the Spanish congregation is led by Carlos Calandreli. 
Many in the church are economically challenged, including immigrants, 
refugees, and even homeless. 
 Reid is ever thankful for a core of 18 key leaders, mostly volunteers. 
Sometimes he has felt that he is just “hanging on” as God carries Mosaic 
forward. Reid and Joy Hettich were united in their decision to serve in 
Aurora. They changed their lives to 
do so. But Reid made a revealing 
comment: “My best friends now are 
people who have been through a lot 
of brokenness. And the warmth and 
depth of these friendships are different 
than anything I’ve ever experienced 
before. I am so blessed.”

Mosaic 
Aurora, CO

...the warmth 
and depth of 
these friendships 
are different than 
anything I’ve ever 
experienced before.

Pastor Carlos praying with day laborers

Inside the offering envelope was a 
crumpled $10 bill. The names on the 
outside were Cynthia and Daryl, a 
homeless couple. They get a small 
monthly disability check, but it always 
runs out. 
 A gift of $10 from them would 
mean an extra night on the street 
instead of in a cheap hotel or riding 
a warm bus all night.
 Reid was momentarily shocked as 
he struggled to remember a time when 
he had given that sacrificially.

The Gift
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Mosaic leadership team

Stories from Aurora 
mosaicofaurora.com



A signature ministry of Mission House, a 
new Wesleyan church in Salisbury, N.C., 
is racial reconciliation grounded in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.
 Anthony Smith is the teaching pastor, 
and Dustin Wilson is the executive pastor 
of Mission House. Their spouses, Toni 
Smith and Hannah Wilson, are vital 
members of the team. Hannah, who 
was ordained alongside Dustin, is 
children’s pastor. 

 

As a pastoral team, they have good 
standing to promote racial harmony: 
Anthony is African-American and Dustin 
is white. Both were already ministering 
in the city when they met in 2011 and 
became friends. Both have grown a lot 
through their friendship. 

 Anthony is a noted preacher, public 
speaker, and a community organizer. 
Dustin is a pastor, a people person, and 
an administrator. God called them to join 
forces and so they merged into Mission 
House in 2014. 
 Their intention was to simply 
plant the gospel, not a church. It began 
as a missional group of believers who 
fellowshipped, studied the Bible together, 
prayed, and began to engage the city.
 Mission House today is a church. 
Sometimes they joke that they planted a 
church by mistake. It meets on Sundays at 
Isenberg Elementary School with perhaps 
50 attenders. Their church is a multi-
ethnic group including students, families, 
and civic leaders. God has called them to 
spread the gospel, but also to be disciples 
who help make their city a more just and 
loving place.
 A regular activity of missioners 
(those who have joined the mission) is 
Peace Circle. People converge monthly 
on a coffee house. They divide into 3-5 
groups with a leader assigned to each and 
discuss a burning “challenge question.” 
City council members, business leaders, 

students, Christians, and non-Christians 
meet together and seek understanding. 
And the gospel becomes salt and light.
 Recently, Anthony was given a two-
year assignment as commissioner for the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
He seeks to retell the story of the city, 
bring to light the patterns of racial 
brokenness, and help bring system-wide 
changes in law enforcement, schools, and 
the business community.
 Partnering with other churches, 
Mission House has cooperated with a 
food pantry, a soup kitchen, a homeless 
shelter, basketball camps, and youth 
camps. They are organizing community 
gardens and backyard Bible clubs. They 
are building bridges between ethnic 
communities, cultivating compassion, 
and even influencing public policy. 
 A lot of good has already been done. 
But both Anthony and Dustin feel they 
are just scratching the surface. When one 
meets these gifted pastors and sees their 
relationship, you sense that God is up to 
something special. Learn about Mission 
House at missionhousenc.com. 

Mission House 
Salisbury, NC

They are building bridges between 
ethnic communities, cultivating 

compassion, and even 
influencing public policy. 

Dustin & Anthony

A signature ministry of 
Mission House, a new 
Wesleyan church in 
Salisbury, N.C., is racial 
reconciliation grounded in 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Christin Taylor’s article 
about Mission House
http://bit.ly/23mKzjd

14 SUMMER 2016 /  www.wesleyan.life  





16 SUMMER 2016 /  www.wesleyan.life  

Dr. Jo Anne Lyon looks 

back on her years as 

General Superintendent, 

and forward to the future 

of The Wesleyan Church. 

She reflects on how God 

has led her throughout 

her life.  
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B Y  K E R R Y  K I N D 

with the great Korean Evangelical 
Holiness Church that has rediscovered 
us as their family, and the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church of Brazil. 

What are some of the remarkable 
stories in local churches that 
come to mind?
There are so many, in great, large 
churches and smaller churches! 
At 12Stone, I attended their 25th 
anniversary and there were 11,000 
people filling a small stadium to 
celebrate. But Kevin Myers came 
with an unexpected message. God 
had met him with a renewal of his 
original vision in a way that left him 
completely broken and unsatisfied 
again. And he convinced the people 
that God was not done and they had 
to move far beyond their comfort 
zone. So then, this Easter there were 
32,000 worshippers there. And it’s just 
the beginning, because there is no 
end to the number of lives that need 
to be transformed.
 And I heard from Ashley Jennings 
who is planting a brand new church in 
Red Rock, Arizona. She had 96 people 
on Easter. But listen, 36 people came 

to the Lord in the four weeks before 
Easter! 
 And in Johnson Corners, N.D., you 
are pretty far from anywhere. Adrian 
Timmons has preached faithfully 
there. Recently he led a 64-year-
old man to the Lord who had never 
responded to Christ before. That man 
died four months later. You know, 
I celebrate that just as much. Every 
person is made in the image of God.

Looking forward, what are some 
of the strengths of The Wesleyan 
Church that we have to build 
upon?
We have an army of phenomenal 
leaders. And these are great leaders 
who can take us beyond anything we 
have seen, including ethnic minorities 
and women. Did you know that 
20 percent of our North American 
Church is now composed of ethnic 
minorities? And among women who 
are credentialed ministers, 98 percent 
are under appointment.  
 Our church has vision. Great 
leaders cast great vision. And we are 
on the precipice of great things. In 
Joshua 1:3-6, God said, “I will give you 
every place where you set your foot, 
as I promised Moses. . . . I will never 
leave you nor forsake you. Be strong 
and courageous . . .” And we are really 
ready to do that. 
 I have to mention our universities. 
In our Church, the universities are 
working hand in glove with the 
Church. We have such great boards 
and presidents that ensure their 
mission and keep us united on that. 
They give us great pastoral training, 
but also are discipling our teachers, 
and medical and business people, 
and so on. Only two percent of higher 
education in North America is truly 
Christ-centered, but we are really right 
there and the light has not dimmed.  

o Anne, what would you 
like to say about progress 

made by The Wesleyan Church 
during the past four years?
First, we are bringing a lot more lost 
people to Jesus. We have rediscovered 
that the church exists for the people 
that aren’t there yet. We can even 
give up some of our favorite old 
songs when people are coming to 
Jesus. We have seen thousands of 
lost and broken lives transformed. 
And that transforms churches and 
communities, too. We measure this 
by the three big rocks: attendance, 
conversions, and baptisms, and by all 
measures, God is working! 
 Second, we are doing things 
that show we are rediscovering our 
historic identity. We opposed the 
injustice of slavery in the 19th century 
and promoted holiness personally 
and in society. Now, in this time, 
we care about needy and suffering 
people, about immigrants, about 
racial reconciliation, about refugees, 
about human trafficking, and about 
the equality of God’s image in women. 
The prophet Amos said: “But let justice 
roll on like a river, righteousness like 
a never-failing stream!” (5:24). Seeking 
justice alone becomes all political. 
But righteousness without justice 
leads to isolation from the world. 
We are seeing our church find that 
balance including both justice and 
righteousness, rooted in the Bible and 
in our historical identity. 
 Internationally we are seeing 
tremendous growth including in 
leadership. Our daughter churches 
are taking on great responsibility. 
The General Conferences in the 
Philippines and the Caribbean, the 
Established Regional Conferences 
in the South Pacific and now Ibero-
America are flourishing. And there 
are exciting new affiliate relationships 

We have 
rediscovered– 
church exists 
for the people 

that aren’t 
there yet.

J
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of the refugee camp with her last 
surviving child and dropped dead 
right in front of me. She had had 
four children just like I do. I stepped 
into a field of 2,000 people that 
were totally silent, because not one 
had the energy to speak. They were 
starving to death. God said to me, 
“It does not have to be this way. 
There is abundance. Be my hands.” 
And I began to see the world totally 
differently.
 In Cambodia, I was on a road that 
was lined with brothels as far as the 
eye can see, with children for sale 
in front of all of them, being openly 
sold. They had maybe five years to 
live, because of being so used. That 
breaks God’s heart and he literally 
broke my heart. I have never gotten 
over that.

 After that I really wanted to work 
in The Wesleyan Church. I remember 
the moment in my car when I prayed 
earnestly to God. Then he opened 
that door—the Church invited me 
to start World Hope International. 
And the whole denomination has 
responded so wonderfully. It was the 
perfect fit for me. 

Hope is a concept that you 
embody. Your leadership brings 
hope. Can you think of some 
people or occasions that truly 
modeled hope for you in inspiring 
ways?
My parents were strong people and 
strong believers and instilled the 
belief in me that anything is possible. 
I wanted to change the world. As a 
child I wanted to grow up to be a U.S. 
Senator, and they encouraged that. 
There were no boundaries. 
 Catherine Marshall’s books 
Beyond Ourselves and Something 
More helped bring hope alive in me 
and helped me connect hope to 
vision and to live in that way. I met 
her once, and her journey of hope 
became a model for me.

 Ron Sider was always a person 
of hope. His tremendous book, 
Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger, 
impacted me so much. And then 
Ron opened doors for me in the 
greater evangelical world. I would 
never have made the connections 
to those networks. That was when 
I was in Kansas City administering 

Assuming that we cannot 
focus on everything at once 
successfully, what is the one 
thing that is “mission critical” 
that we must always give our 
best leadership to?
The foremost thing by far is being 
filled with the Holy Spirit. Only 
through his power can we do 
anything worthwhile. Going back 
to John Wesley’s day, people’s lives 
were transformed, and then culture 
was transformed. Unjust laws were 
changed. Righteousness was lifted 
up. We must be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and receive his cleansing and 
power. A day came when I finally 
gave everything to God and I wanted 
him more than anything in the world. 
And the evidence was love. I loved 
people that I had never loved before. 
It was miraculous. 

Can you identify the turning 
points in your life where God 
dramatically changed your 
direction? 
Glenn Clark, the wonderful author 
on prayer, said that God is always 
speaking to us, but we are not always 
listening. Then sometimes he maybe 
even yells to get our attention. I have 
had some of those moments.
 When my husband Wayne was 
pastoring early on, I didn’t even like 
going to the church. I decided I wasn’t 
even going to stay in that place. 
That’s not great for a pastor’s wife.
But God put me literally on my face. 
He showed me I had nothing without 
him. Through that I was filled by the 
Holy Spirit. He transformed me. His 
love poured through me to other 
people in the church and everywhere. 
People at the school where I taught 
immediately saw the change even in 
my face–the light of Christ. 
 Then in 1985 in Ethiopia, I went 
with an ABC news team that was 
filming a documentary on the great 
famine. One woman got to the gate 

Hope is the destination; it’s what 
is driving you. You can’t have power 
to love if there’s no hope. You can’t 

have faith, if there’s no hope. Hope is 
not some f limsy thing. 
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yet see. His hope helped keep me 
alive to what could be, both in his 
ministry and in mine.  
 There are these theological 
virtues: faith, hope, and love. Faith 
is the train. Love is the track, the 
pathway.  But hope is the destination; 
it’s what is driving you. You can’t have 
power to love if there’s no hope. You 
can’t have faith, if there’s no hope. 
Hope is not some flimsy thing. It is 
substantial; it’s the goal.
 Then, I realized how holiness is 
connected with all of this. Holiness 
is not being all cloistered in some 
narrow place with a bunch of rules. It 
is freedom—it is transformation and 
changing the world, too. It’s all about 
the kingdom of God reigning in our 
lives and everywhere we set our feet.

Your ministry is not over, but 
you have already left a great 
legacy. How do you want to be 
remembered?
I hope to be remembered as a 
person who tried to follow God 
wherever he led. He opens the door 
and beckons us to go through it. 
Sometimes I faltered, but he was 
patient. Sometimes it seemed too 
hard. I feel selfish even saying this. 
But I did walk through the doors that 
I knew God had opened. He doesn’t 
always give us easy doors. It was 
hard, a lot of hard work, and not 
glamorous. Sometimes I would pull 
back and God would push me again. 
Ultimately, obedience and being 
willing to sacrifice is the key. There 
are zigs and zags in the journey, 
but God shows up and gives you 
the strength. And he gives you the 
reality of his presence, so you know 
you are on the right path. 

government urban programs for ten 
years and learned the government 
funding ropes. I was so impacted by 
Evangelicals for Social Action, which 
he founded.
 Mel Dieter was a real mentor. 
He is one of the great heroes of The 
Wesleyan Church. He asked me to 
come teach about church and society 
at Asbury Seminary, which I did 
for six years as an adjunct. I had to 
study far harder than the students 
and learned so much. He said he 
asked me, because I had the street 
experience. It was a catalytic moment 
in my life, because I had to do the 
research to connect my practical 
experience with our biblical theology.
 Don Bray and H.C. Wilson were 
big influences in my life. World 
Hope would not have happened 
without them. They were my biggest 
cheerleaders during that time.
 My husband was always a 
person of vision. He always saw what 
couldn’t yet be seen, what I couldn’t 

J O  A N N E  L Y O N
concludes eight years as 
General Superintendent of The 
Wesleyan Church. Previously, 
she served 12 years as CEO of 
World Hope International, and 
has given a lifetime of service 
in local Wesleyan churches 
and their communities.

See interview highlights
wesleyan.life/disciple-of-hope
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Matt and Emily Miller moved intentionally 
to an under-resourced neighborhood in 
Greenville, S.C., and got involved, not just in 
their local church, but also their children’s 
Title I elementary school. 

Mark Judkins left a successful business and 
started The Wesley Community Center, 
rooting himself into the fabric of 7 Mile, an 
urban section of Detroit.

Debra Meyer, passionate about transforming 
her depressed community of Broomfield, 
Colorado, established the Affordable Housing 
Task Force and was awarded the 2016 Heart 
of Broomfield Community Service Award. 

Jeff Mansell resigned as district 
superintendent for the Greater Ohio District 
and founded Seven Baskets where he and 
his wife Cheryl lead school partnership 
programs and develop local leaders in 
Columbus, Ohio.

hat in the world is Christian 
community development?

For Wesleyans, 
seeing God’s image 
restored in people 
is not a new idea. 

This is our theology, 
our heritage, and 

our calling.

B Y  J E R E M Y  S U M M E R S

W  These ministers, and many 
more like them, have two things in 
common. First, they are living out the 
mission of God (missio dei), which is 
to restore the image of God (imago dei) 
to humankind. Second, they have all 
tapped into The Wesleyan Church’s ten-
year partnership with CCDA (Christian 
Community Development Association). 
 For Wesleyans, seeing God’s image 
restored in people is not a new idea. 
This is our theology, our heritage, and 
our calling. We affirm the truth of 
Scripture that compels us to embrace 
biblical justice, work toward racial and 
economic reconciliation, protect the 
oppressed and vulnerable, and welcome 
the stranger. We proclaim a message of 
both personal salvation and liberation 
from forces that damage the God-given 
image in people. Just as Jesus healed 
the physically and emotionally broken, 
missio dei has never been only about 
caring for people’s eternity, but also 
caring for people’s lives here and now.

Wesleyan Community-
Based Ministries

More stories on the Facebook page
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JEREMY SUMMERS
Jeremy Summers is the director 
of spiritual formation with Church 
Multiplication and Discipleship for 
The Wesleyan Church and oversees 
Community Based Ministries for 
the denomination.

The Wesleyan Church 
has seen over 1,000 
pastors and leaders 
go through this local 
level training. 

 Wesleyans get this. The Church, 
the body of Christ, is God’s great agent 
of mission in the world and effective, 
wholistic ministry divorced from the 
local church is nearly impossible. Yet 
some local churches could be guilty of 
being rather unfriendly neighbors in their 
communities. In neighborhoods where 
systemic injustice and great needs abound, 
too many churches are only open on 
Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights 
and seem almost irrelevant to the needs of 
the people right around them. 
 Witnessing this divide back in 1960, 
John and Vera Mai Perkins moved from 
California back to their homeland of 
Mississippi to help alleviate poverty 
and oppression. Through their work 
and ministry, Christian Community 
Development Association (CCDA) was 
conceived. And now CCDA equips more 
than 5,000 Christian leaders and over 
500 ministries, churches, and faith-based 
organizations to usher in the love of Christ 
to their neighborhoods and communities. 
CCDA is led by practitioners who are 
rooted deeply in their own communities 

Just as Jesus healed the physically and 
emotionally broken, missio dei has never been 
only about caring for people’s eternity, but also 
caring for people’s lives here and now.

practicing the principles of serving Jesus 
Christ by serving the whole community 
and the whole person. 
 In September 2010, only 30 Wesleyan 
pastors attended an annual CCDA 
conference in Chicago. In the last six 
years there has been steady growth. In 
November 2015, over 150 Wesleyans 
representing 16 districts, 14 states, 
and 4 countries attended the CCDA 
Conference in Memphis, Tenn. Even 
more importantly, we have partnered 
with CCDA to provide local training, 
networking, and leadership development 
to hundreds of Wesleyan churches and 
ministries through Community Café 
events held throughout the denomination 
at the district and local church levels. 
The Wesleyan Church has seen over 
1,000 pastors and leaders go through this 
local level training. Pastor to inner-city 
Detroit, Mark Judkins, states: “Wesleyans 
practicing community-based ministries 
will not find a greater source of best 
practices, biblical inspiration, and step-
by-step processes to bring the good news 
of Jesus in both action and truth, than 
through CCDA.” Transformed lives equate 
to transformed communities . . . and 
transformed communities are made up of 
lives made new in Jesus Christ. 
 Robert Lupton, author of Toxic 
Charity, founder of Focused Community 
Strategies, and friend of The Wesleyan 
Church, writes, “A church that is 
committed to Christian Community 

Development sees not only the soul 
of a person as significant, but also his 
or her whole life on earth. It is being 
completely pro-life for a person.” 
The Wesleyan Church’s partnership 
with CCDA is calling out a new 
generation of leaders who are passionate 
about personal and community 
transformation. There is still so much 
more to do, and this growing band of 
kingdom laborers serving The Wesleyan 
Church and serving their cities and 
neighborhoods is changing the world. 
Ready to join them?

Related Reading
Go Now and Be the Church: Becoming an 
Overflowing Community by Brian Bennett
Order at wphstore.com/product/BKC368
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transformation.
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STEVE GRUDDA, Houghton College (’10), 
won the 2016 Council for Christian College & 
Universities Young Alumni Award for helping 
rebuild Sierra Leone’s struggling economy. In 
partnership with Houghton and World Hope 
International, Grudda helped establish Mango 
Out-Growers Project, empowering mango 
farmers and creating the first mango juice 
concentrate company. He later collaborated 
with First Step, Inc., a subsidiary of World 
Hope, overseeing the development of local 
agriculture economy. Farmers are adding value 
to their communities, and Wesleyan Higher 
Education alumni are changing the world 
through an education rooted in the gospel’s 
transforming power.

Houghton graduate’s 
exemplary work in 
Sierra Leone

Maximize

YOUR
Global Impact

wesleyan.org/education
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India
John noticed the young woman, dirty with matted 
hair, resembling a mentally ill beggar. A moment later, 
as he bought his train ticket at the window, he didn’t 
have the right amount. John was surprised when the 
woman turned back and offered to help. He thanked 
her and boarded his train, never thinking to ask her 
name. But he felt impressed to breathe a prayer for her.  

John and his wife Carrie are missionaries. Weeks 
later they were attending a service when, by “chance,” 
the young woman came in. John recognized her 
and found that her name was Prisha. In the weeks 
and months following, Carrie’s friendship with her 
blossomed. Prisha made the decision to make Christ 
her only God and grew in her faith.

Prisha tells how she grew up a devout Hindu, but she 
felt totally empty and hopeless. She also turned to 
Islam. But her life became even worse. The day she 
met John at the train station she had made a plan 
to jump from a certain train as it passed over a 
dam. But because she paused to help John she missed 
her train. 

Today, in spite of family opposition, she uses every 
opportunity to tell others about Jesus and hopes to 
attend Bible college. In Christ she has found the peace 
and joy she had sought. She is made new.  

Names changed for security purposes

Albania 

Jim, a missionary, made a visit to the home of 
Riya, a girl in the youth group. This home was 

extremely volatile. Ariana, the mother, was 
verbally abusive to Riya, while her drunken 
husband had physically abused them both. 
They had even considered selling Riya into 

trafficking to pay bills. As soon as Jim arrived, 
arguing began. After 45 minutes of turmoil, 

he decided to leave. But first, he had 
prayed with them.

 
Months later, Ariana, the mother, knocked 

at Jim and Lisa’s door. But this seemed like a 
different Ariana. She told them how her life 

had changed since the day he prayed with her 
family. Her husband was placed on medicine 

and had stopped drinking. They began reading 
a magazine on marriage that Jim had given 

them. Soon, they began riding around town 
together on their scooter with smiles and 

greetings. Ariana said this had been the best 
year of their marriage. Now, she wanted to 

know more. 
 

One prayer can make 
a difference.

B Y  T R I C I A  R I F E

ONE PRAYER
AT A TIME
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SWU 
announces 
special needs 
housing 
community on 
campus 
 
Southern Wesleyan University 
announced the development 
of a special needs housing community. It consists of 
apartment-style living space to be built on university 
property. The $1.7 million investment represents a 
partnership between SWU and several organizations. 
Included will be bedroom units, staff facilities, and 
common space. 
 About half of the living units in the facility will be 
for residents with special needs and disabilities, and 
they will be considered “friends of the university,” with 
the university campus offered as a healthy, welcoming 
living environment. The other half of the living units will 
be for students of SWU who choose to live and serve 
in the unique arrangement as part of their educational 
aspirations.

IWU men’s basketball wins 
NAIA national championship
The Indiana Wesleyan University men’s basketball team 
won the NAIA Division II National Championship in 
March. In the final game, IWU defeated No. 1 ranked 
Saint Francis (Ind.), 69-66, after losing to them three 
times during the season. Their total number of wins (33-5) 
equals the record set by last year’s IWU team. In addition, 
they have now won two titles in the last three seasons.

Connell named 
Houghton’s new 
dean
Houghton College named Dr. Samuel 
J. “Jack” Connell (’83) the new dean 
of the college and vice president for 
academic affairs. Connell, a Houghton 
alumnus and ordained minister, was the former longtime 
senior pastor of Crosswinds Wesleyan Church in 
Canandaigua, N.Y. During the last eight years, he has 
held positions as dean of Northeastern Seminary and 
executive vice-president of Roberts Wesleyan College 
in Rochester, N.Y. In addition to his degree in business 
administration from Houghton, Connell graduated from 
Asbury Seminary and also holds doctorates in ministry 
and in education.

Inmates give to help 
others in trouble
A $2,555 donation received to help victims of the Flint, 
Mich., water crisis has come from what might seem to be 
an unlikely source: Miami Correctional Facility inmates 
in Bunker Hill, Ind. The inmates approached Wesleyan 
Chaplain William Croto after seeing news reports of 
the Flint emergency and wanted to help. An offering was 
taken during weekend services. The donation is all the 
more remarkable when the offenders average less than 
$1.25 per day in various jobs in the facility.
 About 600 inmates regularly attend worship services. 
Chaplain Croto has baptized over 100 new Christians 
there in four years, and fellow Wesleyan Chaplain Phil 
Leslie even more during his more than ten years at 
the facility. The inmates have a track record of giving, 
including an offering for a water well in Africa. 

Full story
wesleyan.org/4736

Full story
wesleyan.org/4744

Full story
wesleyan.org/4830

Full story
wesleyan.org/4836



Getting started
in planning

generousliving@wesleyan.org

317-774-3933

Kathy stopped by to see Pastor Judy. 
“My friend Liz just took emergency 
leave. Her dad had a stroke, and 
her mom has dementia. It’s a mess. 
Social services. Lawyers. Nothing 
written down. John and I don’t want 
it like that with us.”

“How can I help?” Judy asked.

“It hit me that you 
said we should have 
an estate plan, but 
where do we start?”

Pastor Judy reassured her, “I actually 
have a simple formula that can get 
you started right now, Kathy.” 

Finish this conversation at
wesleyan.org/
generousliving/
gettingstarted 

Contact the Office of Generous 
Living for more information.

Story of forgiveness in
Benton Harbor, Michigan 
 
A Michigan police officer, Andrew Collins, had wrongly arrested a man on a 
drug charge—and he knew the man was innocent. Jameel McGee was wrongly 
imprisoned and served four years of his sentence. However, the police officer’s 
crime was later discovered and he also served time in prison. 
 Years later, they ran into each other at Café Mosiac, a non-profit coffee shop 
affiliated with Overflow Church (Wesleyan) and Mosaic CCDA. A simple “I’m 
sorry” from Andrew changed everything for the men, who have become good 
friends. Andrew is now a licensed minister and he baptized Jameel at Overflow, 
where they both attend. Jameel’s forgiveness is a powerful testimony of the love 
of Christ.
 CBS News recently featured their story during a nightly newscast. More of 
their reconciliation story will be told at this year’s General Conference.
 

Merger vote creates the 
new Crossroads District
Indiana Central District and Indiana North District conferences met February 
20 at College Wesleyan Church in Marion, Indiana. General Superintendent 
Dr. Jo Anne Lyon and the two district superintendents led the special session, 
during which the final votes to merger took place. The proposed merger had 
been under study and discussion for several years.
 Both districts voted overwhelmingly in favor of uniting in order to build a 
stronger foundation for greater impact in Indiana. The new Crossroads District 
will be the northern half of Indiana. Following the vote, the combined district 
boards met with Dr. Lyon and recommended Dr. Mark Gorveatte (current 
Indiana Central district superintendent) unanimously to the new district 
conference on June 25 for leadership consideration. Great appreciation was 
expressed for years of leadership given by Dr. Aron Willis, retiring district 
superintendent of Indiana North District. 

Testimony of 
Jameel & Andrew
vimeo.com/148044055

CBS News Story
http://cbsn.ws/1VXzg2l

Full story
wesleyan.org/ 4671
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Zambia President 
commissions four new 
buildings at Wesleyan 
hospital
 
Zambian President Edgar Lungu spoke at 
the commissioning of four new buildings 
at Zimba Mission Hospital of the Pilgrim 
Wesleyan Church (PWC) in Zambia, Africa. 
Improvements include new maternity and pre-
natal wings, laboratory, radiology center, and 
outpatient clinic.
 “What we are witnessing today is the 
realization of the Church’s important role 
in complementing government’s efforts in 
delivering healthcare services,” the President 
said. Bishop Alfred Kalembo, PWC National 
Superintendent, observed that the hospital’s 
impact goes far beyond the Zimba District to 
much of southern Zambia, and is one of the 
ways that the Church shows the love of Christ.

Janet Starks new VP for
academic affairs at 
Kingswood
 
Kingswood University named Dr. Janet Starks 
as its new vice president for academic affairs. Dr. 
Starks joined Kingswood in 2000 as registrar. In 
2011, she was also named associate vice president 
for academic affairs. 
 Dr. Starks is a 1982 Kingswood graduate. She 
completed seminary at Wesley Biblical in Jackson, 
Miss., and a doctorate from Acadia University 
in Nova Scotia. An ordained minister of The 
Wesleyan Church, she was born and raised in 
England and considers herself a British Canadian.

OKWU students join Dr. Piper 
in Washington, D.C. protest

Oklahoma Wesleyan University students gathered with President Everett Piper and 
others outside the Supreme Court, praying and voicing concerns and prayers about the 
landmark religious freedom case being argued inside. President Piper has been waging a 
public battle in the marketplace of ideas for several important points of tension between 
Christian beliefs and the broader culture, and he has received the Kirkpatrick Award for 
Academic Freedom. 
 Secular media outlets have turned to Dr. Piper frequently as a spokesperson for 
conservative convictions. He has used the platform to elevate the cause of Christ, as well 
as OKWU and The Wesleyan Church.

Terrorist bomb highlights
persecution in Pakistan
 
A suicide bombing claimed by Islamic terrorists killed 72 people and 
injured 341 in Lahore, Pakistan, in Punjab Province. The bomb was 
aimed at Christians gathering on Easter. Most victims were women 
and children. 
 There are 50 Wesleyan churches in Pakistan, about 25,000 
constituents, and eight Wesleyan schools with 900 students. 
According to the national superintendent, no Wesleyan pastors 
or members were hurt in the attack. Pakistan is 96% Muslim, 2% 
Hindu, and 1.6% Christian. Wesleyans are urged to pray for the 
persecuted in Pakistan.
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Full story
wesleyan.org/4863

Full story
wesleyan.org/4581

Full story
wesleyan.org/4875

Full story
wesleyan.org/4922
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Obituaries

CROSBY, NORVA (100)
Norva Crosby died March 1 in 
Brooksville, Fla. She and her 
husband, Rev. Robert Crosby, 
served as career and volunteer 
missionaries from 1942-1997. 
They served in Colombia 
beginning in 1942 and became 
pioneer missionaries to Puerto 

Rico in 1952. Norva helped establish Wesleyan 
Academy, which has over 900 students today. 
Their last term in Puerto Rico was 1995-1997. 
Until age 99, Norva translated materials for 
CREA, providing Spanish-speaking pastors 
with ministry materials. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Robert. Survivors 
include two sons, two daughters, nine 
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren. 

 Full article: www.wesleyan.org/4735

GEORGE, REV. NATHAN (32)
Rev. Nathan George died November 18, 2015, 
in London, England. He served as a youth 
pastor in South Carolina, followed by children’s 
and teaching pastor in North Carolina. 
Survivors include his wife, Lauren, his parents, 
two brothers, and his grandmother.

HILTON, REV. CARL (82)
Rev. Carl Hilton died February 5 in Danville, 
Ind. A veteran of the U.S. Army during the 
end of the Korean War, he was employed as 
an insurance salesman, and had a second 
career in full-time ministry, serving as pastor 
of Trafalgar Wesleyan Church for 20 years. He 
is survived by Betty (Mullins) Hilton, his wife 
of 59 years, two sons, eight grandchildren, 
14 great-grandchildren, one brother, and one 
sister.

HINTERMAN, REV. GLENN (68)
Rev. Glenn Hinterman died February 24 
in Muskegon, Mich. He pastored at Ferry 
Wesleyan Church in Michigan for 37 years. He 
also taught music in public school for many 
years. Survivors include his wife, Sandra, one 
daughter, one son, two grandkids, and one 
brother. 

IRVIN, REV. JOHN (78)
Rev. John Irvin died February 12. A veteran 
of the U.S. Air Force, he was a commissioned 
minister in the Indiana South District, having 
pastored churches in Indiana, Florida, and 
Grand Cayman. He also made mission trips 
to Guatemala. He is survived by Nancy 
(Ham) Irvin, his wife of 52 years, one 
daughter, one son, one granddaughter, and 
two brothers.

MARTIN, REV. RAYMOND (82)
Rev. Raymond Martin died November 14, 
2015, in Napanee, Ontario, Canada. He was 
preceded in death by four siblings. Survivors 
include his wife, Winnifred, four daughters, 
13 grandchildren, one great-grandchild, one 
brother, and one sister. 

MCCANDLESS, BETTY LOU (94)
Betty Lou McCandless died 
March 14 in Scarborough, 
Maine. A U.S. Navy veteran, 
Betty Lou and her husband, 
Rev. Daniel McCandless, 
served as missionaries with 
Wesleyan World Missions 
in Haiti and the Philippines and later with 
Global Partners in Zambia and Haiti. Her 
husband preceded her in death. Survivors 
include three sons, one daughter, one 
grandchild, three great-grandchildren, one 
brother, and one sister. 

MCCOY, REV. ROGER (64)
Rev. Roger McCoy died February 2 in 
Guysville, Ohio. He pastored churches in 
West Virginia and Ohio. He was also retired 
from the United States Postal Service, 
where he earned the “Million Mile” award 
during his service. He was inducted into the 
Parkersburg (W. Va.) South Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2012 for his work in high school as 
team manager of the wrestling, football, and 
basketball teams. He is survived by his wife 
of 45 years, Lois Regina (Blair) McCoy, three 
daughters, six grandchildren, one brother, 
and one sister.
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MUELLER, REV. CHESTER (91) 
Rev. Chet Mueller died March 5 in Bartlesville, 
Okla. He pastored Wesleyan churches before 
working for Bartlesville Wesleyan University 
(now OKWU). His wife, Charlotte, preceded 
him death after 62 years of marriage. He was 
also preceded in death by three sisters and four 
brothers. Survivors include four daughters, 
nine grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, 
two sisters, and three brothers.

PROBST, REV. DENNIS (69)
Rev. Dennis Probst died March 19 in 
Nicholasville, Ken. He pastored Glasgow 
Wesleyan Church in Glasgow, Ken., for three 
years. Later he and his wife Priscilla served 
as missionaries to Japan with World Gospel 
Mission, totaling 39 years of ministry in the 
country. Survivors include his wife, three 
daughters, one son, seven grandchildren, and 
two brothers. 

RICKER, REV. HAZEN (81)
Rev. Hazen Ricker died 
February 28 in Saint John, 
New Brunswick, Canada. He 
pastored several Wesleyan 
churches in Canada, served 
on the board of directors at Kingswood 
University, served as treasurer for Beulah 
Camp for more than 20 years. His wife, 
Norma Lee, preceded him in death. Survivors 
include two sons, one daughter, one sister, 
one brother, six grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren. 

ROOF, REV. BERNARD, SR. (86)
Rev. Bernard Roof, Sr., died March 9 in 
Harrisburg, Penn. A veteran of the Korean 
War and the Army Reserve, he started 
Wesleyan churches in North Carolina, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, and 
Maryland. He also traveled as an evangelist 
with his wife, Norma. He was preceded 
in death by a daughter and son. Survivors 
include Norma, his wife of 65 years, three 
daughters, 13 grandchildren, 24 great-
grandchildren, and one sister.

MILLER, REV. PAUL (85)
Rev. Paul Miller died 
November 14, 2015, in Gretna, 
Va. He and his wife, Merline, 
served as missionaries with 
the Pilgrim Holiness Church 
in South Africa and then 
with Wesleyan World Missions after the 1968 
merger. While in South Africa, Rev. Miller 
pastored churches, served as a superintendent, 
built church buildings, and managed a girls’ 
boarding school, among other responsibilities. 
He also pastored Wesleyan churches in Arizona 
and Washington. Rev. Miller was preceded in 
death by his wife, Merline. Survivors include 
three sons, one daughter, eight grandchildren, 
two step-grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren. 

MOREHOUSE, REV. RONALD (90)
Rev. Ronald Morehouse died February 20 
in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada. After 
returning from service in World War II, he 
pasted churches throughout Canada. Survivors 
include Kathleen, his wife of 64 years, two 
daughters, four grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren. 

READ FULL 
STORIES ONLINE
wesleyan.org

Memorials considered for 
General Conference 2016 

General Conference 2016 is coming June 4-8 in Buffalo, N.Y., and 
this quadrennium’s Memorials (resolutions) have been released to the 
public. Included among the many Memorials being forwarded by the 
Committee on Memorials to the conference are:

• Doctrine of sin: Memorial 54
• Church membership: Memorials 64, 68, 75, 76, and 110
• United Stewardship Fund: Memorials 350 through 363

The General Board of The Wesleyan Church serves as the Committee 
on Memorials. It receives Memorials primarily from district 
conferences. In some cases, the committee recommends substitute 
Memorials that address concerns that are raised. See the full list of 
Memorials at the General Conference 2016 website.

2016 Memorials
wesleyan.org/2016-memorials
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