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More Than Forgiveness by Steve DeNeff forms the basis of this four-week group study. Written
in a conversational style, this guide is designed for lively group interaction and life-related learning.
Your group will see that being forgiven is neither the end nor the totality of the Christian life; it is
just the beginning. God wants his forgiven people to advance in holiness by experiencing and
sharing his love.
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to tHe Facilitator

Establishing a warm, nonthreatening environment is essential to group study. Warmly welcome
everyone to this first session. Pass out index cards and have each person write something anonymously
about him- or herself that no one else knows. Collect the cards, read the information, and have the
group guess the person who revealed the information.

Focus on god’s Word

Although human beings will not naturally admit their need of God and holiness, the need is
evident in the Bible and in their lifestyles. Genesis 3 unfolds the tragic story of the human race’s
plunge into sin and desperate attempt to hide from God. The rest of the Bible portrays sinful humans
as trying to satisfy their heart’s need for God and holiness with useless substitutes. Steve DeNeff
points out in More Than Forgiveness that humankind’s basic needs are significance, security,
innocence, intimacy, and hope; but since the fall, humankind has tried to feel good by resorting to
power or pride. DeNeff writes, “When [someone] feels the need for security he [or she] will hoard
things (greed) or . . . seek guarantees since both of these provide assort of refuge. To recover
innocence he [or she] will employ confession or therapy. To find intimacy he [or she] will engage
in sex. To feel hope he will seek pleasure” (More Than Forgiveness, p. 18).
Estranged from God by sin, human beings try to hide from God. Also, they follow a path away

from him (see Isa. 53:6). But God loves us in spite of our sin, and he invites us not to fear him but
rather to draw near to him through faith in Jesus. Steve DeNeff points out on page 25 of More Than
Forgiveness, “The God who terrifies us also welcomes us onto his lap, where we are invited to
blend our fear . . . with familiarity . . . and to make our wishes known.” DeNeff also points out that
God often said, “Do not be afraid,” and “promised . . . something in exchange for fear” (p. 25). 
When God forgives sin, he showers us with his love and gives a sense of significance. In love,

he welcomes us as his children. We are secure in his hand. He sees us as innocent in his sight,
cleared of all charges. We also have intimacy with him, because we can fellowship with him and
approach him at any time with any request. In restoring us from our fallen state and forgiving our
sin, God has also infused us with hope, authority, and power.
A holy life is one in which our desires become what they should be. It is possible to parade

self-righteousness, as the Pharisees did, but it is totally different to be righteous. Steve DeNeff
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relates the conversion of John Wesley from self-righteousness to true righteousness (More Than
Forgiveness, pp. 33–34). An ordained minister for ten years, Wesley heard someone read a statement
by Martin Luther about observing the law out of fear instead of out of love. Wesley fell under
conviction and experienced genuine conversion, referred to as his “heart-warming” experience.
Having the desire to abstain from sin and to pursue holiness springs from the heart and joins

with faith to unleash “rivers of living water” (John 7:38), the abundant life. Jesus recognized
genuine heart desire for change in the woman who washed his feet and anointed his head (Luke 7),
in the paralytic whose friends lowered him through a roof to Jesus (Mark 2). He also detected
heartfelt desire for change in Zacchaeus (Luke 19) and in blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10).
DeNeff describes people who desire the good life and have it (More Than Forgiveness, p. 46).

They live according to the Spirit and not according to the sinful nature. They are learning to “put
to death the misdeeds of the body” (Rom. 8:13). They lead a holy life, reflecting the truths about
personal holiness that Paul mentioned in 1 Corinthians 1:30; 6:11; Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 1:22;
and 1 Thessalonians 4:7–8. 
The Gospels mention a number of groups of disciples. Luke 6:17 applies the term to a large

crowd that heard Jesus, and Luke 6:13 refers to those who followed him as “his disciples.” The
Twelve, whom he chose to be with him and whom he called “apostles,” are also called “disciples”
(Matt. 10:1; Mark 3:14; Luke 6:13). From the Twelve, he chose Peter, James, and John as an inner
circle of disciples who would spend special time with him. Also, he appointed seventy-two to go in
pairs ahead of him into towns he would visit. It appears, therefore, there are degrees of discipleship
from distant to close to Jesus. 
Having a heart of love for the Lord puts us close to Jesus, and this love shows in discipleship.

True discipleship involves not only listening to Jesus but also obeying him. Obediently, constrained
by a heart of love, Jesus’ disciples urge people to believe in and follow Jesus, imitate him, think
like him, learn from him, and love him supremely.
Steve DeNeff offers the following clear challenge: “We should not, then, be comfortable on

earth with any love for Jesus than that which will seem ordinary in heaven. For holiness is the love
of Jesus” (More Than Forgiveness, p. 82).

Focus on liFe

Discuss the following with your group.
1. Do you think the human heart is at the heart of the human problem? Why or why not?
2. What do you see as humankind’s basic emotional needs? Spiritual needs?
3. What evidence of humankind’s efforts to satisfy the heart do you see in today’s culture?
4. How would you reply if someone asked you the meaning of life?
5. What efforts to acquire power do you see in the world?
6. Why do you agree or disagree that greedy men and women attempt to find security in things?
7. Is it wrong for a believer to have fear? Why or why not?
8. Can a believer feel completely secure in an insecure world? If so, how?
9. How do desire and faith play a cooperative role in conversion?
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10. How might a person try to parade his or her self-righteousness?
11. How does self-righteousness differ from true righteousness?
12. Is it possible to be a disciple without being a Christian? Why or why not?
13. Is it possible to be a Christian without being a disciple? Why or why not?
14. How does love factor into true discipleship?
15. What do you see as the main responsibility of a true disciple of Jesus Christ?

Wrap-up

Challenge your group members to ask someone this week, “What do you most want out of
life?” and then share the gospel with that person.
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to tHe Facilitator

Invite volunteers to mention titles of songs or hymns about love. Explain that this session
focuses on our most meaningful love—love for God. 

Focus on god’s Word

In More Than Forgiveness, Steve DeNeff alleges that “holiness is first and always about love”
(p. 89). We may interpret God’s attempt to restore lost sinners as his attempt to restore them to
loving fellowship, which DeNeff says is “the perfection of . . . Christian holiness” (p. 89). He offers
three episodes that help us measure our love.
The first episode shows love as a pursuit of Christ. The woman who anointed Jesus’ feet had

planned to show her love for Jesus by selecting and carrying an alabaster jar of perfume for the
event (Luke 7:36–50). How do we plan to show our love for Jesus, and what do we actually do that
demonstrates that love?
The second episode took place in an upper room, only hours before Jesus’ death. Jesus told his

disciples to show their love for him by obeying him (John 14:15). It is one thing to simply profess
our love for Jesus but quite another to obey him. In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus told Peter,
James, and John to watch and pray, but they disobeyed, choosing sleep over sentinel duty (Matt.
26:36–46). 
The third episode took place after the resurrection. On the shore of Galilee, Jesus asked Peter

three times if he loved him. Peter’s three confessions of love for Jesus stood in contrast to his earlier
three denials of Jesus. Jesus told Peter to feed his sheep (John 21:17).
In each of these episodes, love is portrayed as action, not words.
Trying to obey God by slavishly adhering to a list of legalistic requirements results in frustration,

whereas obeying him because we love him results in joy. Jesus, our model of loving obedience to
God, said in his High Priestly Prayer, “I have made you known to them, and will continue to make
you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in
them” (John 17:26). Clearly, the deepest, closest relationship we can have with God is one of love,
and love results in obedience, and obedience results in joy (see John 15:9–11). Even the obedience
Jesus showed in embracing the cross brought him joy (see Heb. 12:2). 
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Love for God does not exempt us from sinning. Occasionally we disobey God. Referring to
saints who fail to fully keep God’s law, Steve DeNeff writes: “On those occasions, when they break
the law, the image of God is still deeply imbedded within them. God is not so intertwined with his
law that these erring saints will lose their God when they sin” (More Than Forgiveness, p. 110).
Sinning can become habitual, but we can replace the bad habit of sinning with good habits. We

can take control of our lives by avoiding situations that threaten our walk with God (Job 31:1; Prov.
4:23; 1 Cor. 9:27). Also, as Steve DeNeff points out on page 119 of More Than Forgiveness, we
need to “find out what pleases the Lord” (Eph. 5:10), and imagine a sign posted on the TV, mirror,
dashboard, or desk that says as much.

Focus on liFe

Discuss the following with your group.
1. In More Than Forgiveness, Steve DeNeff alleges that “holiness is first and always about

love” (p. 89). Why do you agree or disagree with this allegation?
2. How might our worship demonstrate our love for God?
3. What do you think is God’s main reason for redeeming sinners? Defend your answer.
4. How would you respond to someone who claims God is far too loving to send anyone to

hell?
5. How do you know the woman who anointed Jesus truly loved him?
6. Why do you agree or disagree that giving to the Lord is a demonstration of one’s love for the

Lord?
7. Why do you agree or disagree that church contributions would decline if the government

disallowed tax deductions for charitable donations? 
8. Do you think a shortage of workers in many churches is due to a lack of love for God? Why

or why not?
9. Why do you agree or disagree that our love for God can be measured by the amount of time

we spend in prayer each day?
10. What differences do you see between legalistic obedience and loving obedience?
11. Why do you agree or disagree that we would never sin if we loved God with all our hearts?
12. How are joy and love for God connected?
13. To what specific situations can we apply the command to find out what pleases the Lord?

Wrap-up

Lead your group in reading or singing “More Love to Thee.” Ask volunteers to complete the
sentence, “Because Jesus loves me, I will . . .”
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to tHe Facilitator

Invite volunteers to tell what motivates them to go to work, maintain a clean, comfortable home,
or care for their children. Explain that this session examines how love for God purifies our motives.

Focus on god’s Word

In More Than Forgiveness, Steve DeNeff writes that “one bit of evidence of our love for Christ
is that we have the disposition of a servant” (p. 127). This motivation to serve stands in direct
opposition to the motive to be served. Jesus made this point clear to Peter. “Do you love me?” he
asked Peter, “Feed my sheep” (see John 21:15–17).
James and John expressed a selfish motive in following Jesus. They asked for the most

prominent positions in Jesus’ kingdom. Apparently, the other disciples wanted the same positions.
Jesus explained that greatness in his kingdom is measured by the extent to which a person willingly
serves others, even as Jesus came to minister (See Mark 10:28–45). 
Motivation to draw attention to oneself is also an impure motive for serving. A person may

covet a leadership role in church or donate large amounts of time and/or money in order to be
praised. Selfish ambition and pride find their way into the hearts of professing Christians but
Scripture denounces them. The apostle John rebuked Diotrephes, a proud church member, as
someone “who loves to be first” (3 John 9). And Paul exhorted the Philippians to think like Jesus
by doing “nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit” (Phil. 2:3). He urged them to follow the
example of Jesus, who took “the very nature of a servant” (v. 7).
In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul said agape love was not envious or proud or self-

seeking (1 Cor. 13:4–5). Love purifies our motives so our speech does not become “only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal” (v. 1). It purifies our motives so our faith and charitable
deeds will not add up to nothing.
Although the Lord rewards faithful service, we must not serve with the selfish motive of gaining

rewards. Love for the Lord, not love of rewards, must motivate us. On page 126 of More Than
Forgiveness, Steve DeNeff addresses this issue. He writes, “If people desired on earth what they
expect to receive in heaven, we would call them materialistic. Yet what difference does it make
when we expect to receive them, if we desire them for ourselves.” It is misplaced love that loves
the gifts more than or instead of the Giver of these gifts. 
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It is possible to love Christian work more than people, but genuine love purifies our love so we
have our priorities straight. We must love people. Love for God and others is the Great
Commandment (Luke 10:25–28). Steve DeNeff states that holiness inspires us to seek and to save
the lost. He reasons, “So if we are to be like Christ in true righteousness and holiness, we will prove
this by our love for sinners” (More Than Forgiveness, p. 147).

Focus on liFe

Discuss the following with your group.
1. How is service for the Lord performed out of love different from service performed out of

pride?
2. What kind of self-check might a Christian perform to help keep his or her motives pure?
3. Why do you agree or disagree that it is all right to try to perform Christian service in order

to receive rewards in heaven?
4. Do you think it is possible to truly love God but refuse to serve his people? Why or why not?
5. What do you think transformed Jesus’ self-centered disciples into self-sacrificing soul

winners? How might that transformation occur today?
6. Why do you agree or disagree that there would not be a shortage of workers in a church if

all its members had a pure love for God?
7. What impure motives do you believe are most common among Christians? What impure

motives do you believe are the most destructive? Why are they so destructive?
8. How did Jesus demonstrate pure love for God?
9. Do you believe pure love for God and humility are connected? If so, how?

Wrap-up

Distribute index cards and pencils to group members. Instruct each person to complete the
following sentence anonymously, “I will serve the Lord because . . .” Collect the cards and read
them aloud. Conclude the session by praying for opportunities to serve the Lord out of love.
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to tHe Facilitator

Express appreciation to group members for their attendance and participation in the past
sessions. Tell them this final session addresses some seldom seen sides of holiness.

Focus on god’s Word

On page 153 of More Than Forgiveness, Steve DeNeff writes, “There were times when Jesus
appeared to contradict himself.” He cites the fact that Jesus said nothing to the woman at the well
about her sin (John 4), yet asked an invalid, “Do you want to get well.” After healing the man, he
commanded, “Stop sinning, or something worse may happen to you” (5:14). 
John 12 presents Jesus, who came not to be ministered to but to minister, letting Mary pour an

expensive perfume on his feet.
Other apparent contradictions show up when we compare Matthew 9:6 and 13:58; Luke 9:60

and Mark 5:19; Mark 1:43 and 5:19; Mark 8:30 and Luke 19:40. Further, Jesus allowed some people
to experience hardship—even martyrdom—but allowed others to enter heaven without suffering
at the hands of persecutors.
DeNeff observes that Jesus “is always consistent with his own desire, goal, motive, and agenda.

He is motivated by love, so he will always do what is best for God and the individual” (More Than
Forgiveness, p. 156). In other words Jesus placed love over policy.
Strictly adhering to policy instead of practicing love causes some people to criticize those who

wear certain clothes to church, whereas love accepts those individuals. Policy places requirements
on who receives food from the church’s food pantry, whereas love places no requirements. Policy
withholds kindness from the needy if they fail to say thank you, whereas love overlooks the offense.
When Peter wanted to know Jesus’ policy on forgiveness, he learned from Jesus that love trumps
policy (see Matt. 18:21, 35).
DeNeff insists we can “capture the spirit of love for ourselves by training our minds around

three questions: What must it be like to be the other person? What does the other person truly need?
What do I have or what can I do that will help?” (More Than Forgiveness, p. 162).
Holiness is not always passive. Sometimes holiness displays anger and even hatred: anger

against the wretched conditions sin creates and hatred against evil. Jesus was angry at the wrongs
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that merchants were committing in the temple, and he hated the evil he saw there. So he made a
whip and used it to drive the merchants from the temple (Matt. 23:15, 33). Someday, Jesus will
come to earth and execute his wrath against the wicked (Rev. 19:11–16). Anger and hatred of evil
are essential parts of holiness.

Focus on liFe

Discuss the following with your group.
1. Why do you agree or disagree that Jesus contradicted himself at times?
2. What reasons might Jesus have had for handling similar situations differently?
3. Why did Jesus let Mary pour expensive perfume on his feet?
4. What good might result from Christian martyrdom? What examples of good resulting from

martyrdom can you cite?
5. How might long-term suffering be best for a Christian and for God?
6. Has a situation ever caused you to question God’s love? If so, describe the situation and tell

how your questioning was resolved.
7. What differences do you see between policy and love?
8. Without mentioning names, what situations have you observed in which policy got in the

way of love?
9. Why do you agree or disagree that a church should distribute food and clothing on a 

no-questions-asked basis?
10. What conditions cause you to experience righteous anger?
11. What avenues exist for Christians to express righteous anger in a way that honors God?

Wrap-up

Before dismissing the group, ask what main truths the participants have learned from these
sessions that they will apply to their lives.
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