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“And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light”
(Gen. 1:3).

Since the beginning, God has been giving light to darkness
through words. So it makes perfect sense that John began his
own inspired gospel writings with “In the beginning” (as
Gen. 1:1) and then went on to describe Jesus as “the Word”
(John 1:1) and furthermore as “the light of men” (v. 4). John
was connecting Jesus’ incarnation with this same important
theme of creation: God communicates, bringing light to our
darkness. 

This is why we publish this devotional, and why we title it
Light from the Word. God’s Word shines the light of His truth
upon our daily lives, giving meaning to what we otherwise
could not see. God’s inspired Word, the Bible, is truly a light
for our path (Ps. 119:105). Through Scripture, we can see
meaning and truth in even the most gray and mundane
circumstances, or especially in those tragically dark moments
of life.

John Marriott powerfully invoked the light of God’s Word
in his hymn “Let There Be Light.” He poetically described how
God’s spoken words brought everything into existence:
“Chaos and darkness heard / And took their flight.” So also,
our prayer for you is that the daylight of God’s Word—of His
good news—may shine away any darkness and chaos from
your life. May this devotional tool, over the months to come,
shed light from the Word of God into your life.

Hear us, we humbly pray,
And where the gospel’s day
Sheds not its glorious ray,
Let there be light!

Sincerely, 
Wesleyan Publishing House Editorial Staff

PS: Is Light from the Word making a difference in your life?
Let us know at editor@wesleyan.org.  

Light from God’s Word
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THE GREAT TRANSPLANT

THE FIRST HUMAN-TO-HUMAN heart
transplant was performed on December 3,
1967, in South Africa. Dr. Christiaan Barnard
and his team of thirty performed the historic
nine-hour surgery. Today, about 3,500 heart
transplants are performed annually around
the world. Medical science and skill have
worked wonders to remove badly diseased
hearts and replace them with healthy ones,
but only God can replace a stony heart. That
is what He promised to do for the people of
Israel (Ezek. 36:26).

Edward Arney had been to prison three
times and had six felony convictions, but
recently he became a Christian. Soon after
God changed his heart, he approached the
officer who had arrested him and asked the
officer to pray with him. The two were seen
with heads bowed and hands clasped as
they prayed.

No heart is too hard for God to change.
What He did for Arney, He can do for anyone.

After hardening his heart to God’s will and
committing adultery with Bathsheba, King
David repented and confessed his sin. He
cried out, “Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me” (Ps.
51:10). David believed God would respond
with forgiveness. He wrote, “A broken and
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise”
(v. 17). David’s prayer was answered.

—Jim Dyet 

Thursday, September 1 Ezekiel 36:26–27

I will remove

from you your

heart of stone

and give you a

heart of flesh.

(Ezek. 36:26)

Pray about a difficult conversation 
you need to have.



Ephesians 4:22–24 Friday, September 2

Put on the new

self, created 

to be like 

God in true

righteousness

and holiness.

(Eph. 4:24)

ALL DRESSED UP

A GROUP OF ATHEISTS gathered around
a fellow atheist’s casket. Looking at their
deceased friend, one person remarked,
“What a shame, Joe’s all dressed up with no
place to go.”

It seems that getting dressed up is almost
a thing of the past, doesn’t it? Our culture
has become so casual that few people dress
up for work, school, social gatherings, or
even church. We might debate what appro-
priate attire for church is, but we cannot
debate what appropriate spiritual attire for
the Christian life is. The apostle Paul com-
manded us forthrightly to “put on the new
self” (Eph. 4:24). When we follow Christ, a
change of character is in order. 

When the repentant Prodigal Son
returned home, he received a new wardrobe
from his merciful father. His old clothes
were probably dirty and smelly from the
time he spent in a pigpen. But, thanks to his
father, he was dressed with the best robe, a
ring, and sandals (see Luke 15:22). Similarly,
our heavenly Father has made a new
wardrobe available to us. Its features are
righteousness and holiness, both of which
are produced by the Holy Spirit. So let’s dis-
card every item of clothes that belongs to
our former life and get all dressed up in the
“new self,” which is appropriate attire for
every occasion.

—Jim Dyet

Check your wardrobe today to be sure
righteousness and holiness adorn you.



IT’S WHO YOU KNOW THAT
MATTERS

I HAD NO EXPOSURE to the gospel until I
was sixteen. I grew up in Canada, and my
parents sent me to Sunday school. However,
many Sundays I stayed on the streets instead
of attending Sunday school, and when I
attended, I heard nothing from the teacher
about the Bible or Jesus’ death and resur-
rection. Finding Sunday school to be a waste
of time, I stopped attending when I was
twelve.

Fortunately, a close friend of mine became
a believer when we were in high school,
and he shared the gospel with me. It seemed
strange to hear that Jesus died for my sins
and would forgive me and give me eternal
life. It took awhile for me to accept the 
message and trust in Jesus as my Savior, but
the Holy Spirit enlightened my mind and
changed my heart. Soon, I will have known
the Lord for sixty-four years.

When Jesus sets up His kingdom on earth,
He will only admit believers (Matt. 25:31–34;
John 3:3–5). As Jeremiah 31:34 explains, no
one will need to share the gospel with his
or her neighbor or brother or sister, because
everyone will know the Lord. How different
life will be then! Peace, security, love, and
joyful worship will replace persecution,
threats, ridicule, and discrimination. 

—Jim Dyet

Saturday, September 3
Jeremiah 31:31–34; Ezekiel 36:25–27;

Ephesians 4:22–24

“No longer will

a man teach his

neighbor, or a

man his brother,

saying, ‘Know

the Lord,’

because they 

will all know 

me.” . . . declares

the LORD. 

(Jer. 31:34)

Help someone today know the Lord.
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Meet the Writers

If you would like to contact any of the writers for this quarter,
please e-mail us at editor@wesleyan.org or write to:

Jan Cline is an
author, speaker,
and founder and
director of a
Christian writers’
conference in
the Northwest.

Jim Dyet was
born in Scotland
and grew up  
in Canada. 
Married almost
sixty years, he
and Gloria live
in Colorado

Springs, where Jim enjoys
golf and daily walks with
their dogs.

Traver Paul
Butcher is  pas-
sionate about
other cultures,
travel, the out-
doors, music, art,
writing, leader-
ship develop-

ment, and introducing people
to a man named Jesus.

Brian Niece is a
former pastor
who is now 
pursuing a PhD,
writing, spend-
ing time with his
wife and three
kids, and watch-

ing way too much football.

Paul Zinter serves
as a substitute
teacher. He enjoys 
writing, bread
making, and
teaching at his
local church.

Johnathan Kana
lives with his wife
and two children
in rural central
Texas. When he’s
not writing, he
enjoys playing
piano and 

composing music.

Jim “Umf” Lo
is the coauthor
of Unholiness:
Overcoming 
the Forces That
Attack Your
Soul (WPH).

Steve Wamberg
is a husband,
dad, writer, 
and pastor who
loves preaching,
teaching, 
music, coffee,
and Nebraska
football.

Heather Gemmen
Wilson is the
author of the
Global Warning
Series (WPH), a
fiction series for
preteens, and

she inspires young minds as a
professor of creative writing.

Ken Heer was 
the author of
Ancient Fire
(WPH), pastor,
and community
director. He
passed away
prior to this
publication.

Amy Knepp is 
a graduate of 
Indiana Wesleyan
University and a
stay-at-home
mother of four
children.

Carol Jimerson
works as a 
letter carrier
and enjoys 
gardening, 
canning, being
a grandma, and
taking photos.

Viola Gommer
and her hus-
band live in
Dallas, Pennsyl-
vania. Their
lives are
enriched
through family,

church, community, and sup-
porting world missions.

Jeff Hughes
lives in
Nebraska 
with his wife,
Sarah, and 
their three kids.
They spend
weekends 

outdoors, hiking, camping,
and skiing.

mailto:editor@wesleyan.org
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Thoughtful. Powerful. Wesley

Also 
as an 

eBook!

Wesley Bible Studies | Jeremiah through Daniel

This book in the Wesley Bible Studies series provides a thoughtful
and powerful survey of key Scriptures in Jeremiah through Daniel.
It combines accessible commentary from contemporary teachers,
with relevantly highlighted direct quotes from the complete
writings and life experiences of John Wesley, along with the poetry
and hymns of his brother, Charles. And for each study, creative
and engaging questions foster deeper fellowship and growth.

$5.99 (Reg. $8.99)

BKC182

Call-in orders mention code FALLCURR16.
Offer does not apply to previous orders. Expires on November 30, 2016.

Great for new believers, neighbors, 
visitors, and senior adults!

Looking for a great gift idea to bless someone all year long? A Light from
the Word daily devotional would make an impactful gift for loved ones
and friends who may not be able to attend church each week. Save now 
by ordering an annual subscription for only $15.99! And, after your first
subscription, additional annual subscriptions for family and friends are
only $12.99 each!

Price includes shipping—mailed quarterly. Contiguous US only. 
Annual subscriptions for Alaska, Hawaii, and Canada are $21.99.

Personal accounts only • Payment required at time of order

Order a gift subscription today by calling 1.800.493.7539

Subscriptions Available!

38703 LFTW f16 Wes 2.qxp_33804 LFTW FA05 Wesley CVR  5/10/16  9:29 AM  Page 3



1 . 8 0 0 . 4 9 3 . 7 5 3 9          w p h s t o r e . c o m 1 . 8 0 0 . 4 9 3 . 7 5 3 9          w p h s t o r e . c o m

Thoughtful. Powerful. Wesley

Also 
as an 

eBook!

Wesley Bible Studies | Jeremiah through Daniel

This book in the Wesley Bible Studies series provides a thoughtful
and powerful survey of key Scriptures in Jeremiah through Daniel.
It combines accessible commentary from contemporary teachers,
with relevantly highlighted direct quotes from the complete
writings and life experiences of John Wesley, along with the poetry
and hymns of his brother, Charles. And for each study, creative
and engaging questions foster deeper fellowship and growth.

$5.99 (Reg. $8.99)

BKC182

Call-in orders mention code FALLCURR16.
Offer does not apply to previous orders. Expires on November 30, 2016.

Great for new believers, neighbors, 
visitors, and senior adults!

Looking for a great gift idea to bless someone all year long? A Light from
the Word daily devotional would make an impactful gift for loved ones
and friends who may not be able to attend church each week. Save now 
by ordering an annual subscription for only $15.99! And, after your first
subscription, additional annual subscriptions for family and friends are
only $12.99 each!

Price includes shipping—mailed quarterly. Contiguous US only. 
Annual subscriptions for Alaska, Hawaii, and Canada are $21.99.

Personal accounts only • Payment required at time of order

Order a gift subscription today by calling 1.800.493.7539

Subscriptions Available!

38703 LFTW f16 Wes 2.qxp_33804 LFTW FA05 Wesley CVR  5/10/16  9:29 AM  Page 3



Daily       DevotionalDaily       Devotional

               WESLEY BIBLE RESOURCES
              RELEVANT    INSPIRED   PRACTICAL   LIFE-CHANGING

              
September—November 20161.800.493.7539          wphstore.com

Discover a Refreshing Look on Life

Vista: Journal for Holy Living
Inspirational, thought-provoking, and used weekly by hundreds of
churches nationwide, Vista conveniently fits in your Bible, and
contains all the content readers have come to expect in this weekly
take-home that coordinates with the Wesley Bible Curriculum.

$4.79 SSAA05
*Bulk pricing $4.49 (11 or more)

Available online at wphstore.com

Call-in orders mention code FALLCURR16.
Offer does not apply to previous orders. Expires on November 30, 2016.

Fits 
in your 
Bible!
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