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From the 
underground 
hip-hop culture, 
a lucrative 
Apple store 
manager quits 
to plant an 
urban Atlanta 
church. Nic is 
remarkably 
straightforward 
about the 
pursuit of 
holiness. 

See Nic’s story
www.thefringeatl.com
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The Beidels are passionate about 
seeing people come alive in their 
relationship with Jesus.

Nic and Natalia Beidel live and serve 
in the urban neighborhood of Inman 
Park with their two children.

View photo gallery
wesleyan.life/fringe

A T L A N T A  •  G A  

mile from the center of Atlanta, in an upscale 
urban residential and shopping district, is a 
new Wesleyan congregation called The Fringe. 
The name is based on the gospel account of the 

woman who touched the fringe of Jesus’ robe, and was 
healed (Luke 8:43-48 ESV). It also refers to Jesus’ call for 
the church to offer his love and hope to people who are on 
the edge of society and God’s grace. 
 Pastor Nic Beidel, the thirty-something pastor, came 
to know Jesus as his Savior at 12Stone Church when he 
was 26. He says he came from the “underground hip-hop 
culture.” Before he knew Jesus, he always had a deep desire 
to help broken people, but he realizes now that he had no 
truth, no grace, and no power to offer them. 
 Nic shares that there have been a couple times when 
God miraculously spoke to him. Once was when God 
called him to ministry. Another, several years later, was 
when God led him to let go of his secure job with Apple. 
After seven years as manager of an Apple store with 200 
employees, he stepped away in order to pastor The Fringe 
full-time. 
 The Fringe was a Bible study that started with three 
guys and organically grew to 25 people. Then Nic (with 
wife, Natalia) took another leap of faith, started serving 
full-time, and expanded the ministry. In three months, 
it nearly tripled. Now there are 75 with a core of 43 who 
are passionate about seeing God’s kingdom ablaze around 
them. It’s remarkable how comfortable Nic is talking about 
pursuing holiness. 

Nic is anything but traditional, 
and The Fringe ATL is anything 
but a traditional church.

For example, Nic has tattoos that were a gift from the 
church and carry a redemptive message. He says they 
give him a hearing with people in his community that he 
is reaching with the gospel. The church meets in a large, 
avant-garde room hidden behind a hipster-punk salon 
and barbershop. The hidden entrance is revealed when 
one swings aside a set of lockers. The Fringe is more like a 
large, growing family, and Nic loves being their shepherd 
and teacher, and seeing them grow in Christ. This new 
urban church is seeing lives made new.

A

more stories 
on page 12
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FOLLOW THE LEADER

amily gatherings at a state park always included a hike or 
two or 20. It was not uncommon for my young nephew to 
suddenly run to the front exclaiming, “I’m the leader!” We 

would reorder ourselves and proceed, watching the trail markers, 
not totally trusting his leadership, but also not wanting to dampen 
his enthusiasm. Our destination was always reached.

The Wesleyan Church has selected a new 
leader, one with leadership skills we trust 
and an enthusiasm that is contagious.

In June, we reordered ourselves and proceeded in the fulfillment 
of our mission. 
 A professional parliamentarian, Linda Juteau, watched The 
Wesleyan Church during General Conference as we discussed 
memorials, worshipped, and honored faithful servants. This is 
her impression of our leadership: “Most of the time I return from 
conventions feeling beaten down, but I was thoroughly energized 
by the vitality of the Wesleyan conference and the wonderful 
hospitality extended to me by so many of the delegates.”
 Our Church is blessed with many leaders—of all varieties 
—serving officially and more privately, honoring God when 
circumstances require a reordering to proceed. 
 We walk purposefully and our destination will be reached.

F

JANELLE VERNON 
Executive Director of Communication and 
Administration for The Wesleyan Church



Look for these icons
for bonus digital media

@WESLEYANCHURCH

FACEBOOK.COM/THEWESLEYANCHURCH

INSTAGRAM.COM/WESLEYANCHURCH WESLEYAN.LIFE

 STORY
02 The Fringe in ATL 
12 Outreach across  

South Coastal District
16 One life matters: interview 

with Kevin Myers of 
12Stone® Church 

 VISION
04 Follow the leader

   ON THE COVER

06 Make the most: interview 
with Dr. Wayne Schmidt

 TEACHING
22 Leading like Jesus

 NEWS
25 Amplifying Czech

26 Memorials
28 News & information

IN THIS ISSUE

NEW ONLINE MAGAZINE

Discover and share more 
transformational stories of lives 

being made new in Christ.



6 FALL 2016 /  www.wesleyan.life  

On June 6, 2016,
Dr. Wayne Schmidt was 

elected General Superintendent 
of The Wesleyan Church.

B Y  K E R R Y  K I N D

make
the  

most.
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30-year pastor at 

Kentwood Community 

Church in a Grand 

Rapids, Mich., suburb, he 

most recently led Wesley 

Seminary at Indiana 

Wesleyan University for 

six years. Weeks after 

his election, Wesleyan 

Life took the opportunity 

to interview “Wayne,” as 

he prefers to be called, 

about his journey. 

W E S L E YA N  L I F E :

You co-founded Kentwood Church 
and, over thirty years, grew it to 
become a multi-ethnic church of 
3,000. From your early years, how 
did God form you into a person and 
into a pastor that would do that?

WA Y N E  S C H M I D T :  I had 
godly parents who were lay leaders 
at a small Pilgrim Holiness (later, a 

Wesleyan) church in Michigan. When I was 
seven, it was during revival services that 
they encouraged me to give my heart to 
Jesus at the church altar. I remember being 
very self-conscious about it at first, because 
there was a little girl my age that went to the 
altar at the same time. God also called me to 
ministry at that same time. My grandmother 
sensed it, too. In fact, I had to sort out what 
was God and what was Grandma in my call 
to ministry. But it really was God.
 There were times of resistance, but at 
age 19, I committed my life fully to God’s 
purposes. I surrendered everything to him 
and know that he filled me with his Spirit. 
While there have been challenges along the 
way, it has been since then that he really 
turned my heart toward loving him and 
loving others.  
 When I was a senior at Indiana 
Wesleyan University, Dr. Laurel 
Buckingham [a distinguished Wesleyan 
pastor from Canada] said to us: “Pray that 
God will call you to a community where 
you can spend a lifetime.” That was a new 
thought to me: that I would be called to a 
community and not just to a church, and 
also that it might be for a lifetime, not just 
3-5 years. And God did. The clarity of that 
call, and the length of that call to Kentwood, 
provided the setting for all that God would 
do through me in the next 30 years.

1

Watch Full Interview
wesleyan.life/make-the-most

A
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Can you tell us what God 
did in you during your years 
as a pastor at Kentwood?

There were some things 
along the way that I now 
refer to as “offering plate 

moments,” where I had to offer 
myself in a fresh way in light of 
what was happening as God was 
building Kentwood Church. I’m 
not proud to admit it, but I had my 
heart set on being the founding 
church planter. Imagine, I was 
a 21-year-old kid. Instead, God 
placed me on a team under a leader. 
Looking back, God was asking me, 
“Wayne, are you passionate about 
church planting, or do you only 
care about your position?” After I 
worked through that, Dick Wynn 
became an amazing mentor for two 
of the most formative years of my 
ministry. 
 A few years later, in my late 

twenties, God was 
blessing the church, 
people were coming 
to Christ, and things 
were happening very 
fast, but I hit a wall. 
God, my wife, and 
my kids were getting 
the leftovers of my 
time. My need to 
please people and to 
prove that I was an 

effective pastor were driving me to 
workaholism. God led me to a book 
by Gordon MacDonald, Ordering 
your Private World. I had to learn 
the difference between being called 
and being driven. At that same 
time God brought into my life the 
accountability partner that he has 

used for 31 years to ask me the right 
questions. God has helped me to 
really surrender that driven quality 
and achieve balance, wholeness of 
life, and a great marriage and family. 

Can you remember any 
other special “offering plate 
moments” in your life?

Yes, it’s during these moments 
that I have experienced 
God most powerfully 

and intimately, even though it is 
sometimes in the midst of personal 
pain. Twenty years into my time at 
Kentwood I faced my biggest crisis. 
Serious conflict had overtaken my 
staff and board and spilled over 
into the congregation. The vice-
chair came to me and let me know 
that, while I was not the cause, my 
unwillingness to address the conflict 
had become part of the problem. I 
was unwilling to engage conflict and 
risk rejection to resolve it. 
 I literally stained the couch in 
my office with my tears as I begged 
God to be released from my call. I 
know I could have left Kentwood 
then and it would have been seen 
as noble. But I knew it would 
have been running away; it would 
have been my disobedient “Jonah” 
moment. God did not relent. I was 
broken, but I was not willing to be 
outside of his will. And in a very 

sacred moment, he promised 
to be with me every step of the 
way. He brought me through 
to a divinely-given peace. 
Through that, he changed me. 
He changed the way I view 
and deal with conflict and 
rejection. And he also healed 
his church. 

2

3

I’m energized by the 
opportunity to spiritually 
intercede for our Church, and 
to help us go where God leads.

I had to learn 
the difference 

between being 
called and 

being driven.

The Wesleyan Church headquarters 
staff surpised Dr. Schmidt with a warm 
welcome on his first day in the office.
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What are the mission-
critical things that The 
Wesleyan Church must focus 
on, in order to continue to 
experience God’s blessing?

General Superintendent 
Emerita Dr. Jo Anne Lyon 
has been anointed of God 

to help multiply the opportunities 
for ministry before the Church. I 
believe the visibility and credibility 
of The Wesleyan Church may never 
have been at the level it is now. 
But to whom much is given, 
much is required. I think we 
are in a season now where we 
must discern which of all these 
opportunities we are to make 

the most of. In Ephesians 
5, the Bible says, “Be very 
careful, then, how you 
live—not as unwise but 
as wise, making the most 
of every opportunity.” 
To the world, being 
cautious and careful 
means avoiding risk. But 
in God’s kingdom, being 
wise and careful means 
taking kingdom risks, 
making the most of every 
opportunity.
 Together now we are 
engaging in focused prayer, 
and we are listening to 
God’s Spirit. One topic that 
has emerged powerfully, 
even during General 
Conference, and since, has 
been discipleship. Probably 
the best measure of whether 
we have true discipleship 
is whether a disciple is 

making another disciple. So are we 
all introducing people to Christ; 
are we encouraging those first 
steps of discipleship in people? 
Today’s culture is challenging the 
Church more than ever, and a 
shallow, consumeristic faith is not 
going to stand the storm. So in our 
discussions about membership, 
and in the context of making the 
most of every opportunity, deeper 
discipleship should be our focus. 
 Also, North America has 
become more of a mission field 
than ever. But we as The Wesleyan 
Church don’t have to become 
something that we are not in 

order to be missionally ready. We 
don’t have to change our DNA. 
We are already uniquely wired, 
theologically and historically. 
We can rediscover these amazing 
strengths, reimagine how to reach 
today’s culture, emphasize deep 
discipleship, and we will make a 
difference in North America and 
beyond. 

As General Superintendent, 
how do you balance spiritual 
leadership with administration?

I celebrate that in The Wesleyan 
Church, spiritual leadership is 
primary. That doesn’t excuse any 

lack of organizational leadership. Most 
people know me as a “doer,” an activist. 
In fact, my life verse is John 17:4, “I 
have brought you glory on earth by 
finishing the work you gave me to do.” 
 Less visible, but very real has been 
my commitment to focused prayer 
as part of my life and my routine for 
many years. Every morning, I have a 
prayer notebook that guides me and it 
includes all the leaders of our Church 
and our districts. The longevity of 
that discipline has built a powerful 
spiritual connection between me and 
the Church. That time with God and 
that focused prayer will continue, and 
I am sensing God’s renewed anointing 
and his favor to intercede. Whatever 
organizational skill I may bring, 
I am completely energized by the 
opportunity to spiritually intercede for 
our Church, and to help us go where 
God leads us.

4

5

...in God’s 
kingdom, being 

wise and careful 
means taking 
kingdom risks, 

making the 
most of every 

opportunity.

50 Day Prayer Card
www.wesleyan.org/5351





wesleyan.org/pastorappreciation

Do your pastors know 
you appreciate them?

Here are few ways to express your appreciation:

Refresh
the soul 

Start now and set funds aside 
each year to enable your pastoral 
team and spouses to attend the 

Gathering in January 2019—always 
an energizing experience! 

Retreat
the mind 

Help your pastor take a retreat. 
We have relationships with retreat 

centers for pastors—designed 
to maximize their health and 

effectiveness over the long haul.  

Refuel
the tank

Pastors often sacrifice their health 
and time to serve. Consider 

providing a gym membership, or 
several gift cards, or preparing 
dinner once a month for a year. 
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Wesleyan 
churches across 
South Coastal 
District are 
faithfully reaching 
out into their 
communities.

Georgia
Alabama

Mississippi
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Photo gallery
wesleyan.life/southcoastal

A T L A N T A  •  G A  

A Joshua 13:1 
ministry. 
Daniel Bernate served 23 years 
as national superintendent of the 
fast-growing Wesleyan Church 
of Colombia, South America. 
When he retired there, he got an 
invitation in 2006 from Dr. Dan 
Berry. “Many people need Christ 
here. Come plant Hispanic 
churches in the U.S.” 
 Daniel prayed, and he came. 
He claimed the verse in Joshua 
13:1, “. . . You are now very old, 
and there are still very large 
areas of land to be taken over.” 
The district helped him with 
documentation and provided 
modest support for a few 
months. 
 But adjusting to ministry 
in the U.S. took time. Daniel 
is quiet, and he didn’t know 
anyone. God provided a small 
breakthrough when he was 
invited to hold a memorial 
service for a person from 

Guatemala. Eighteen people at 
that service became friends and 
God opened more doors. He 
began holding services in homes, 
and people were getting saved. 
Greg Moore, a pastor in Winder, 
Ga., allowed Daniel’s new church 
to meet in their church building, 
and the group grew until up to 
200 were meeting. In 2010, the 
church was formally organized 
as Celebremos Su Gloria Iglesia 
Wesleyana. Jose Luis and Mayra 
Fernandes were among the early 
converts, and now they help lead 
that congregation. 
 Daniel started another 
church further south. New 
Beginnings Church is pastored 
by another of Daniel’s converts: 

Pastor Everardo Lozoya. Daniel 
reports that now there are four 
Hispanic churches. He mentors the 
pastors and prays for them. 
 Daniel’s ministry philosophy 
is simple: “Live holy before God. 
Preach the Word. Be patient and 
faithful. Love God with all your 
heart and trust him.” He came to 
the U.S. with $1,500 in his pocket 
and his disabled wife, Rosabelle. 
But God has met his needs and his 
wife just became a U.S. citizen. His 
daughter is a pastor in Colombia 
and his two sons are serving the 
Lord with him in the U.S. He is a 
rich man in the Lord. His prayer 
is for strength and for holiness to 
finish his life well.

continued 
from page 3

Daniel Bernate shared his story 
with translation from his son, 
Santiago Bernate Rojas.  
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If over 70½ years old, you can 
maximize an IRA Charitable Rollover.

Avoid capital gain tax on and 
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Direct transfer of ownership 
often makes tax sense as a gift.
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Ministry after an 
EF4 tornado.
On April 27, 2011, an EF4 tornado 1½ 
miles wide swept through Tuscaloosa and 
other parts of Alabama, killing more than 
50 people in Tuscaloosa and leaving billions 
of dollars of destruction in its wake. First 
Wesleyan Church, a healthy church of over 
700 members, was mercifully spared, and it 
became a focal point of help and hope in the 
recovery.
 Pastor Joel Gorveatte arose before 
dawn the morning after and assessed what 
he could do to help. He was unprepared for 
what his eyes would see. It was the fourth 
worst tornado in U.S. history. 
 When he and the church staff realized 
the magnitude of the devastation, they 
tried to determine what their role should 
be. Before long, First Wesleyan became a 
distribution hub for supplying resources. 
The church gymnasium became a great 
warehouse. 
 Semi-loads of supplies arrived from 
around the country. Pallets of food, bottled 
water, clothing, diapers, and all kinds of 
supplies were managed. When Salvation 

Army or Samaritan’s Purse, for example, 
ran out of something, First Wesleyan made 
deliveries. The church’s day care suspended 
operations for weeks to use the space for the 
disaster response. 
 The church fellowship hall became a 
dining hall around the clock. First responders 
and then teams of workers from churches 
around the country were fed by hard-working 
volunteers. In addition, teams of people 
from First Wesleyan worked from sunup to 
sundown at such tasks as clearing trees from 
streets with chain saws. 
 First Wesleyan hosted a city-wide prayer 
service, in which the mayor of Tuscaloosa, 
many other officials, churches, and 
responding organizations participated. 
 More than ever, ministry to the 
community has become a big part of the 
identity of First Wesleyan. This happens 
year-round, but one tradition each year is 
Easterfest, a party for the city. More than 
5,000 people show up as the church provides 
free food, live Christian music, children’s 
activities, and prayer for their neighbors. “We 
encourage our people to reach up to God, to 
reach in and grow, and to reach out to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus to the community,” 
Pastor Gorveatte said.

...unprepared for what his eyes 
would see—the fourth worst 

tornado in U.S. history.
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R I C H M O N D  H I L L  •  G A

No plan B’s.
“I’ve always been committed to the Lord. But when I came 
here, I committed to plant a church. No back doors. No plan 
B’s. That’s why I’ve been here fifteen years.”
 When Pastor Steve Lane of New Beginnings 
Community Church in Richmond Hill, Georgia, south of 
Savannah, felt led to go there to plant a church, he had no 
building and no people except his wife and children. He 
wore out a pair of shoes knocking on every door in the area. 
When he invited people to church, and they asked, “Where’s 
your church?” he would point to his heart. 
 District Superintendent Dan Berry said that southern 
Georgia is a tough area for church planting. Indeed, it began 
slowly. After a few months, 17 people were meeting in a 
motel conference room. After four years, 42 people attended 
at a daycare center. “Then God provided a developer,” says 
Pastor Lane, “who had a piece of property at the end of a 
housing development that he wanted to sell.” Steve knew 
they could not afford it. He prayed. It was a confirmation of 
God’s call and blessing when the developer agreed to donate 
the property. 
 Partly thanks to plans provided by 12Stone Church, 
they now have their own building and are running nearly 
200 in attendance. Being near Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Airfield is both a blessing and a challenge. They have 
ministered to some wonderful people, but last year they 
lost 75 people due to transfers. In spite of this, they grew in 
attendance.
 Recently, Pastor Lane and some men returned from a 
mission trip and felt led to pray that God would send them 
“broken” people. God answered these prayers immediately. 
An alcoholic man, a lost and desperate woman, and others, 
are now finding the Lord and seeing their lives transformed 
by his grace. Pastor Steve and his church are excited to see 
the name of their church, New Beginnings, have meaning 
for more and more people in their community.

M A G N O L I A  S P R I N G S  •  A L 

Go fish.
When David Bane became the pastor of Magnolia Springs 
(Ala.) Wesleyan in late summer 2015, the church had been 
in decline for some time. The congregation consisted of an 
older population. “We began to talk about what we believed 
God could do,” said Pastor Bane, “and our congregation 
began to have hope.”
 Pastor Bane understood that they couldn’t just wait for 
their community to show up at church. They had to go out, 
understand the needs of their community, and take God’s 
love to the people in ways they could appreciate. At Magnolia 
Springs, they decided that their compassionate ministries 
would begin with some old-fashioned canvassing of the 
neighborhoods. Pastor Bane called it “Go Fish.” 
 Various ages responded to the call to help with the 
canvassing. They take a color flyer about the church and its 
ministries, and go door to door. Often, friendly conversations 
take place, and on occasion, there is opportunity to pray with 
their neighbors.
 In October, they held a “harvest celebration” in the 
church’s gym, providing a Christ-centered alternative to 
Halloween. The event included a brief evangelistic message. 
 As they continued to canvas, they sensed the need for 
a recovery ministry as they saw people bound by drugs and 
alcohol. So they launched “Another Chance,” which meets on 
Wednesday evenings and includes a meal and a discipleship 
study. They also began “Another Chance Thrift Shop.” 
Proceeds from the shop are used to support the recovery 
ministry and Bread of Life food bank.
 This summer they sent eleven young people and three 
counselors to youth camp. One counselor was in his late 70’s.
Through the canvassing, they confirmed the need for a 
children’s ministry, so they began “High Voltage Kids.” This 
has created many connections with families in the area. 
 “We have seen many people making commitments to 
Christ outside the walls of the church,” said Pastor Bane. 
“Already we have several new people ready for membership. 
We are a ways from being a strong church, but we’re growing 
and moving in the right direction.”

High Voltage Kids ministry 
at Magnolia Springs
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ith its beginnings as a 
church plant in the late 

1980’s, 12Stone Church in 
Lawrenceville, Ga. (northeast 
suburban Atlanta), in the early 
years struggled. But then it 
became, at times, the fastest 
growing church in the nation. 
 Today it is the flagship church 
of the Wesleyan denomination. 
It’s hard to keep up with 
the growth as they recently 
launched more venues making 
eight, but their official weekend 
attendance in 2015-2016 
averaged over 17,000. 

"I f you lac k fa i t h , 
b orrow mine ."- Wayne 

   S c hmid t

The founding pastor, Kevin Myers, is still 
the senior pastor. He commented that the 
bigger they get, the more he is impacted 
by the realization that just one life really 
matters. He still gets teary-eyed when one 
person finds salvation in Jesus Christ or 
gets baptized. 
 Kevin was a self-described “maverick” 
from Berkeley Hills Wesleyan Church in 
Grand Rapids, Mich. He graduated from 
Indiana Wesleyan University and served for 
a time on the staff of Kentwood Community 
Church under Wayne Schmidt (now General 
Superintendent of The Wesleyan Church) 
in his home district. When he felt called to 
plant a new church in Georgia, Wayne and 
Kentwood Church stood behind him and 
sent him out. 

B Y  K E R R Y  K I N D

KEVIN MYERS
is a great storyteller. 
In a filmed interview, 
he unpacked some of 
the best stories in the 
history of 12Stone.

Watch Full Interview 
wesleyan.life/12stone

W
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WESLEYAN LIFE: Tell us about the early days of 
12Stone when you almost gave up.

KEVIN MYERS: That was when we were the Heinz 
57 church. For the first three or four years, no matter 
what we did, 57 people showed up. The church was 
not developing the way I had hoped, and I returned 
to Wayne Schmidt and asked for my old job back at 
Kentwood. I thought I had failed. 
 But Wayne didn’t see it that way. He made a 
profound statement that has always stayed with me: 
“If you lack faith, borrow mine.” He believed we were 
exactly where God wanted us to be. Sometimes it takes 
longer than we expect for God’s plan to unfold. Also, 
I was young and God had been forming me. I had a 
lot to learn about valuing people, about leaning in and 
trusting God’s heart, about layering ministry faithfully 
for the long haul, about prayer. Wayne sensed that I was 
becoming the pastor God was calling me to be, and he 
sent me back a second time. 

What changed after that? 

We prayed with our core group for three months, and 
we all felt led to stay in. But God asked me to change 
the way I pray. Since then, I have never preached on 
Sunday morning without spending Saturday evening 
in the church praying. God has showed me that this 
is a supernatural thing that he is doing, and I give my 
Saturday nights in prayer. I didn’t ask anyone to pray 
with me, but some people have. And we have trusted 
that God will build his church. I’ve done this for 25 
years, and it has gotten even more powerful. God is 
doing some deeper things with us, to trust him even 
more, and lately hundreds of people have been showing 
up to pray at the same time. If you ask what changed 
12Stone, it was prayer.  

You have a personal mentoring relationship  
with John Maxwell. How did that happen?

At about the ten-year mark of 
the church, we took a busload 
of people to a John Maxwell 
leadership conference in North 
Carolina. At first it was horrific. 
The hotel lost our reservations 
and had to put us in an alternate 
hotel. But God had something in 
mind. When we finally arrived at 
the substitute location, we found it was John Maxwell’s 
hotel and we met him in the lobby and chatted. But 
then, in the morning, the person driving him to the 
conference locked keys in the car, and he was stuck. 
John hitched a ride to his own conference with us on 
our bus and we enjoyed some friendly teasing. 

 After the conference, it was unusual for John 
when he accepted our invitation to eat dinner with 
our entire group, and he shared some things at 
our dinner. Before parting, we all stood and joined 
hands to pray together, and suddenly, the Holy Spirit 
moved so powerfully that many of us began to weep 
and we had trouble even speaking. I still get torn up 
emotionally remembering that moment. Then John 
said, “Kevin, I think the Holy Spirit has asked me to 
mentor you.” And John had no idea of the size of that 
statement in my soul. Years before, when we were at 
our lowest point, I had asked God to somehow bring 
John Maxwell to me as my mentor, without me ever 
requesting it. And that would be the confirmation 
that the vision that God had given me for 12Stone 
Church was truly from him. No one else knew about 
that prayer. It would be difficult to overestimate the 
importance of that moment in my life and also in the 
story of 12Stone Church. 

WL 

WL 

WL 

KM

KM

KM

I have never preac hed 
on Sunday morn in g 

wi t hou t spe nd in g 
Saturday eve n in g in 
t he c h urc h pray in g .
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Didn’t you have to cancel your grand opening once? 
What happened?

There are times when God does things that shift the 
way we see and trust him. When we built what is 
now our central campus building, we went from a 
sanctuary holding 1,000 to one that holds 2,500, and 
we were immediately starting with two services and 
also launching multiple venues. It was a huge leap of 
faith, and I’m outwardly very faith-filled, but in this 
case I had a lot of inner fears. It was the greatest risk we 
had ever taken. We pulled out all the stops marketing 
the grand opening in late January, encouraged untold 
thousands of neighbor invitations, and it was the 
biggest build-up for the biggest day ever. 

WL 

KM

Every one per s on 
mat t e r s t o God,

and because t he y 
mat t e r t o h im, 

t he y mat t e r t o us . 

What are the core ministries at  
the heart of 12Stone?

The ministries that define us will 
always be tied to three words:  
lost, least, and leaders. 

The lost. One person matters. The 
biblical story of the lost sheep, the lost son, 
drives us. Every weekend, you could say it 
is our signature strength that we are highly 
committed to reaching spiritually lost people. 
We bring the story of God, contextualized to 
our culture, we pray, and we prepare for the 
purpose of connecting people’s hearts to the 
heart of God. 

The least. One person, beaten up on the road 
of life. The story of the Good Samaritan has 
gotten stuck in our craw, in our souls. One 
broken person matters. A generosity among 
our people has exploded into our community. 
Not just giving generously financially, which 
they certainly do, but giving of their time, 
their efforts, and their energies. They stop 
and make time for that hurting person along 
the road of life. This probably has done more 
to mark this church in the minds of people in 
this community than anything else. We give 
ourselves away. 

Leaders. One of the most important things 
we do in the kingdom of God is raise up 
ministry leaders, including our new two-year 
residency program with dozens of next-
generation ministers. We raise up and train 
hundreds of lay leaders for the church, for 
leadership in the community, among our 
youth, and at all levels. 

WL 

KM
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 Then on Saturday it began snowing, in Atlanta. 
Not just a little snow; it became deep snow and all 
the churches in Atlanta announced Sunday closings. 
I stood at the church and looked out at the snow and 
felt fear and anger overtaking me. We had to cancel the 
grand opening with all that effort. That night I barely 
knew Jesus; I was so undone. My prayer of desperation 
was, “God, I don’t understand you. What is wrong with 
you? Why are you setting us up for failure?” On our 
grand opening morning, there were six people in my 
office. That was all. 
 Then, that week, came the kindness of God. 
Somehow the story of our cancelled grand opening 
found its way into the main Atlanta newspaper. Doors 
opened for the story of 12Stone to stir in the hearts 
of people, and it multiplied until, when we finally did 
have our grand opening, more people came than I had 
dreamed of: over 5,000. As I walked away from the 
moment, God whispered in my soul, “You ought to 
trust me. You should know that I have good things for 
my children and for my kingdom. Even when it’s not 
clear to you what I am doing, trust me.” That changed 
me and changed our church.

Tell us about a moment when God did more than 
you expected.

We felt a prompting one Sunday to do what we 
called an open baptism. We presented the gospel and 
explained that even at Pentecost, Peter gave immediate 
opportunity for the new believers to be baptized [Acts 
2:38-41]. Instead of a longer process, we explained 
baptism fully and were prepared to baptize people 
immediately who had come to faith and wished to be 
baptized. I mean right there in the room, take off their 
shoes, set aside their purse or wallet, and be baptized 
in their street clothes. In front of everyone, if they were 
ready to profess Jesus Christ for their salvation and live 
for him, we would all celebrate with them. 
 We thought it was kind of crazy and didn’t know 
if anyone would respond in their street clothes, but we 
prepared just in case. We had some towels and some 
jogging suits that we were prepared to give people to 
change into afterwards. The Holy Spirit moved and 
God totally blew us away. Almost 400 people came to 
faith in Jesus Christ and were baptized there that day. 
We had to send runners out to get hundreds more 
towels and clothes for the additional services when we 
saw what was happening.

WL 

KM

It’s a spectacular thing when you get out of the way 
of what God wants to do and then you see him do so 
much more than you expect.

God whi sper ed 
in my sou l , “You 

ough t t o t rus t me .”

Download 12Stone® resources 
resources.12stone.com
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L E A D I N G
L I K E J E S U S

y friend, Josmar, shared 
that she took offense when 
someone told her that she 

is a leader. “I’m not a dictator!” she 
replied. We agreed that the word 
“leader” brings a variety of reactions, 
depending on your definition.
 There is no greater example of a 
leader being a servant than Jesus. 
He washed the disciples’ feet, took 
time to talk with the woman at the 
well, brought children close, touched 
the sick, and ultimately, offered 
himself on the cross.

 Whether you are a parent seeking 
to raise godly kids, a high schooler 
trying to reach your friends for Christ, 
or a pastor whose heart’s desire is to 
lead an effective church, we need to 
get our idea of leadership right. Or 
maybe you have been asked to serve 
in the church as a greeter, a small 
group leader, a board member, or 
some other small or great opportunity 
to give leadership. Jesus’ examples 
demonstrate the combination of 
humility and commitment in true 
leadership. 

B Y  A N I T A  E A S T L A C K

Teaching

M
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L i s t e n i n g  i s 
a  b i g  p a r t 
o f  m a k i n g 
h e a l t h y 
d e c i s i o n s .

G o d  d o e s 
n o t  h a v e 
f a v o r i t e s .

Ta l k  t h e 
w a l k .

In the same way, leading 
like Jesus means realizing 
that every person we 
meet has value. We may 
be tempted to only give 
attention to those who can 
serve our agenda. Senior 
citizens, children, single 
parents, people with low 
incomes, less education, 
or, different ethnicities are 
examples of those we might 
unconsciously devalue in 
certain contexts. They will 
feel left out. We tend to 
relate more automatically to 
those who are similar to us 
and be less comfortable with 
those who are different. 
This requires awareness 
and prayer. But James 2:1 
makes it clear: “My brothers 
and sisters, believers in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ 
must not show favoritism.”

St. Francis of Assisi, often 
remembered for teaching 
that we should preach by 
our deeds, was actually one 
of the most powerful of 
preachers. Now is the time 
to find balance. Without 
a verbal witness, we run 
the risk of appearing to be 
morally good people, but 
receiving the praise that 
only Jesus deserves. When 
we bring Jesus naturally into 
our conversations, we point 
people to him. I was talking 
to a youth pastor this week 
who said, “The more the 
world turns from God, the 
greater the hole grows within 
the hearts of our students. 
Young people are open to the 
gospel! We can’t back down, 
but must press in and offer 
Jesus: the way, the truth, and 
life.” 1 Peter 3:15 reminds us: 
“Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. 
But do this with gentleness 
and respect.” 

The idea of being a leader 
can be intimidating to some 
and sought after by others. 
Servant leadership is truly 
an oxymoron. But that is 
where the Holy Spirit comes 
in. By his power, we can 
lead like Jesus!

Yo u  a r e 
e n o u g h  &  y o u 
h a v e  t h e  g i f t s 
&  s k i l l s  t o 
d o  w h a t e v e r 
G o d  i s  a s k i n g 
o f  y o u .

W i t h o u t  a  v e r b a l  w i t n e s s , 
w e  r u n  t h e  r i s k  o f  a p p e a r i n g 
t o  b e  m o r a l l y  g o o d  p e o p l e , 
b u t  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  p r a i s e  t h a t 
o n l y  J e s u s  d e s e r v e s . 

2 Peter 1:3 says, “His 
divine power has given 
us everything we need for 
a godly life through our 
knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory 
and goodness.” While we 
can always benefit from 
more training, if God is 
asking you to do something, 
he knows you are ready. 
Say “yes” to him and let the 
Spirit help you. Sometimes 
the best training is on-the-
job training. It doesn’t hurt 
to be aware of your own 
limits. That can give you the 
wisdom to be patient and 
humble with those you 
are leading.

Leaders make decisions. 
It’s part of the role. 
Listening to God in 
prayer and listening to 
others helps you to make 
wiser decisions. Have you 
noticed that sometimes the 
greatest insights can come, 
not from the talkers, but 
from those who are wise 
to observe and listen? And 
don’t just pay attention to 
the best connected. Those 
who are new to the context 
have “fresh eyes.” James 
1:19 reinforces this secret 
where we read, “. . . be 
quick to listen . . .”

ANITA EASTLACK
Executive Director of Church 
Multiplication and Discipleship 
for The Wesleyan Church. 
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Born and raised in the Czech 
Republic, Tomas Mojzis wasn’t 
alone in this thinking. In 
one study, 75 percent of those 
surveyed in the Czech Republic 
claim to be either “non-religious 
or atheist.” It’s one of the most 
atheistic countries in the world. 
 But in 1992, Tomas found 
himself in a precarious situation 
on the way to visit his father and 
stepmother who had relocated 
to California. Just three years 
after Communism fell in Eastern 
Europe, Tomas cried out, “God, if 
you save me, I’ll go to church.” 
 The Lord answered him and 
when he arrived in the States, 
Tomas began searching for God. 
“I’d never experienced anything 
like this,” said Tomas. “There were 
too many coincidences just to be 
coincidences. I saw miracle after 
miracle and I said, ‘Okay, God.’” 
 After coming to Christ, 
Tomas was working as a youth 
pastor in Sacramento, Calif. He 
met Misha, a fellow Czech, whom 
he married in 2007. After three 
years of marriage, they both 
sensed God asking them to return 
to the Czech Republic and its 
atheistic culture. It required a lot 
of faith and dependence on God 
to provide for them. But Tomas 
said, “People need Jesus in Czech 
and we couldn’t wait. Yesterday 
was too late.” 
 Tomas and Misha now serve 
in Czech, and they also work with 

Global Partners, the missions arm of 
The Wesleyan Church. In the Czech 
culture, it takes time to build trust. 
After years of building relationships, 
Tomas serves as an ordained pastor 
at a church in Podêbrady that 
averages 50 in attendance. That’s 
a large church in Czech. Most of 
the congregation are in their early 
twenties. 
 At Wednesday night Youth 
Hangout, teens meet together, play 
video games, and practice their 
English. Tomas and Misha give 
short talks to the 30-50 teens each 
week. For those interested in talking 
about God, they can attend Q&A 
Club on Thursdays. Most of the 20-
30 students who attend Q&A Club 
are atheists, but they keep coming 
back and asking questions.
 

 
 In the last few years, over 25 students have 
accepted Jesus, are growing in their faith, and 
some are discipling newer Christians. They plan 
outreach events, lead worship, and tell others 
about Jesus. Some are even being called to pastor. 
It takes time in Czech, but Tomas is encouraged 
that many others will follow the path to Christ as 
he did, and find life. 

B Y  T R I C I A  R I F E

Most of the 20-30 
students who attend Q&A 
Club are atheists, but they 
keep coming back and 
asking questions.
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AMPLIFYING CZECH
Atheist becomes pastor

I was so sure 
of my atheism, 
and I thought 

people who 
believed in God 

were weak.



I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, 

rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.

Let me be employed for thee 
or laid aside for thee,

exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.

Let me have all things, 
let me have nothing.

I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal.

And now, O glorious and 
blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

thou art mine, and I am thine.
So be it.

And the covenant 
which I have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven.

Amen.

 John Wesley's 

COVENANT 
PRAYER

View All Memorials
wesleyan.org/2016-memorials
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A

MEMORIALS PASSED 
AT 2016 GENERAL 
CONFERENCE

large number of memorials (resolutions) 
were brought to General Conference in 
June. Some dealt with church government 
and brought changes in The Discipline of 

The Wesleyan Church. Approved in this group are a 
new "judiciary" section, changes in membership rules, 
and a new paragraph on the doctrine of sin in the 
Constitution.

 

 Other memorials dealt with the growing structure 
of the Church, which is being aligned for greater 
missional strength. Some districts have been merged 
to give a stronger platform for Great Commission 
multiplication. In Latin America, 19 countries were 
approved to merge into an Established Regional 
Conference. The Canadian districts, for the first time, 
will have a national church structure. Other memorials 
dealt with operational issues, such as policies about 
the United Stewardship Fund, which supports General 
Church ministries and our five institutions of higher 
education.
 The memorials that were approved during the 
General Conference sessions were: 1, 3, 54, 60, 63 
(amended), 64, 66, 67, 68, 75, 76, 80, 106 (amended), 
110, 220, 345, 350, 353, 391, 395, 396, 397, 398, 399, 
450, 455, 900, and 902. 
 The spirit of the 2016 General Conference 
was uplifting and exemplary, whether discussing 
memorials over which there were differences, or 
uniting hearts together in worship and praise, 
Communion, and rich fellowship. 

By far the longest discussion, which 
was always courteous and loving 
even when there was disagreement, 
was over the best ways to encourage 
meaningful conditions of membership.
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God is stirring prayer in the hearts of our 
denomination. Through focused prayer, 
may we discern the opportunities God is 
creating and make the most of it. GC16 ran smoothly with the help of Western 

New York District, Buffalo convention and 
hotel staff, and our amazing volunteers! 

THE SPIRIT & 
IMPACT OF GC16

Thank You!

General Conference (GC16) was well-
attended far beyond the delegates. 
There were a couple thousand guests 
and thousands more people witnessed 
parts of the conference remotely. From 
Saturday to Wednesday:
• there were 126,000 views of videos 

that were shown at the conference 
or videos of the conference itself. 

• On average, 950 people were 
viewing all the sessions and 
commentary by remote live 
streaming. 

• The reach of the Facebook and 
Twitter pages that posted the 
ongoing stories totaled over 
400,000 users.

 As General Superintendent Emerita 
Dr. Jo Anne Lyon and her husband, 
Wayne, were departing from the Buffalo 
Hyatt after the conference, the bellman 
found out they were Wesleyans. He said, 
"You Wesleyans changed us here at this 
hotel. You should hear the conversation 
in our break room. 'These folks are so 
nice, so appreciative of our work, treat 
us with respect, etc.' I mean everyone. 
We have not had one person speak badly 
to us."
 He went on to say that the hotel 
had decided not to rent to churches 
anymore, because groups had been so 
demanding and disrespectful. "But you 
Wesleyans changed all that.” When he 

put the luggage in the car, he said, "Let 
me pray for you to have a safe trip and 
thank the Lord for you Wesleyans." 
 It is gratifying that all the 
Wesleyans staying at the hotel 
and attending the conference 
demonstrated such a good witness!

“You Wesleyans 
changed us here 
at this hotel.”

On average, 950 
people were viewing 
all the sessions and 
commentary by remote 
live streaming.



NEW LEADERS ELECTED AT 
GENERAL CONFERENCE
Dr. Wayne Schmidt was elected General Superintendent of 
The Wesleyan Church (North American General Conference) 
on June 6. He co-founded Kentwood Community Church in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., and pastored there for 30 years. He led 
Wesley Seminary at Indiana Wesleyan University for the last six 
years. See the feature interview in this issue: “Make the Most.”

Rev. Anita Eastlack was elected Executive Director of Church 
Multiplication and Discipleship. Rev. Eastlack has been 
co-district superintendent of the Penn-Jersey District with her 
husband Karl. She has served as a pastor, an educator, and has 
had a wide-range of ministry experiences.

Janelle Vernon was elected Executive Director of the 
Communication and Administration Division. Janelle has 
served at Indiana Wesleyan University six years, most recently 
as vice president for residential enrollment and marketing, and 
also served Asbury Seminary for 17 years.  

Dr. Dennis Jackson was re-elected as Executive Director of 
Global Partners, and Rev. Russ Gunsalus was re-elected as 
Executive Director of Education and Clergy Development. 

Also pictured: General Treasurer Kevin Batman and Chief of 
Staff David Drury.
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Amidst loud applause, the 2016 
General Conference approved the 
creation of the Ibero-American 
Established Regional Conference 
of The Wesleyan Church–a 
historic action. This new regional 
conference will include ministry 
in 19 countries and consists of 
more than 300 churches and 170 
preaching points, made up of 
30,000 members. By cooperating 
closely, this region is poised to 
become a greater force in reaching 
the world with the gospel. 

Historic action: 
uniting Ibero-
American 
Wesleyan 
churches

Full story
wesleyan.org/5165

All General Conference News
wesleyan.org/search?tag=gc16-news
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Sri Lanka: ½ 
million driven 
from their 
homes by 
flooding 
 
A powerful storm hit Sri Lanka in May, dumping rain not 
seen in a quarter century and displacing 500,000 from their 
homes. The capital city of Colombo was affected greatly near 
the Kelani River, as well as a mountainous area 60 miles 
inland. Wesleyan National Superintendent Cedric Rodrigo 
and his wife, Sharlini, were displaced. A Wesleyan church in 
the area endured flooding as well. 

Full story
wesleyan.org/ 5079

JO ANNE 
LYON 
ELECTED 
TO NEW 
ROLE 
 

After eight years as General Superintendent,  
Dr. Jo Anne Lyon has changed direction in 
her service to the denomination. The General 
Superintendent Emerita title was conferred upon 
her at General Conference in Buffalo. Along 
with this role, she was named Ambassador of 
The Wesleyan Church by newly-elected General 
Superintendent Dr. Wayne Schmidt. This will 
give opportunity for her to continue using her 
voice to extend ministry and the influence of the 
denomination. Finally, Dr. David Wright, president 
of Indiana Wesleyan University, stated that Dr. Lyon 
would serve as interim vice-president of Wesley 
Seminary for one year. 
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Obituaries

Full story
wesleyan.org/5372

Full story
wesleyan.org/5037

Full story
wesleyan.org/5099

HAINES, DR. LEE (88)

Dr. Lee M. Haines passed away August 6 
in Noblesville, Ind. He served as General 
Superintendent of The Wesleyan Church from 1988-
2000. He was General Secretary of Education and the 
Ministry from 1980-1988. He pastored four Indiana 
churches and was religion professor at Marion 
College (Indiana Wesleyan University). Lee was a 
church historian, a champion of women in ministry, 
and an author of The Discipline of The Wesleyan 

Church. Blessed with intellectual capacity, he brought humility and a tender heart 
to his service of Jesus Christ. Lee married Maxine in 1948, and she preceded him in 
death in 2002. Survivors include one son, one daughter, seven grandchildren, several 
great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren, and two sisters.

EVATT, DR. MARIE (91)

Dr. Marie Evatt of Central, S.C., passed away May 25. 
She served with Wesleyan World Missions (Global 
Partners) as a missionary educator in Sierra Leone 
for 25 years. Returning to the U.S. in 1972, she served 
the Women's Missionary Society as General Secretary 
of WMS at headquarters from 1976-1989. Survivors 
include one sister, three nieces, and two nephews, 
along with great-nieces and great-nephews.

HEER, DR. KENNETH (74)

Dr. Kenneth “Ken” Heer passed away May 4 in 
Brooksville, Fla. He served 28 years in pastoral ministry 
in seven Indiana churches. He also served 23 years 
in leadership at The Wesleyan Church Headquarters, 
including General Director of Education and the 
Ministry from 1988 to 1997 and chief of staff for the 
General Superintendents. After retiring in 2012, he 
served as president of Wesleyan Village in Brooksville, 
Fla., and teaching pastor at Brooksville Wesleyan 
Church. He is survived by his wife, Nancy, three sons, 
nine grandchildren, and two brothers.

BLAKE, CRYSTAL  (42)
Crystal Blake died June 10 
in Houghton, N.Y. A Global 
Partners missionary, Crystal 
served with her family in Brno, 
Czech Republic, for 13 years. 
Survivors include her husband, 
Matt, two sons, one daughter, 

her parents, two brothers, and one sister.
 
 Full article: wesleyan.org/5201

DAAKE, RICHARD “DICK” (69)
Dr. Richard “Dick” Daake passed 
away May 3 in Bartlesville, Okla. 
He was an Army veteran who 
later taught science at Bartlesville 
Wesleyan College (now Oklahoma 
Wesleyan University). He served 
as chairman of the Division of 
Science and Math for 33 years and was the 
faculty chairman for 11 years. In all, he taught 
at OKWU for 36 years. Survivors include his 
wife, Kathy, two sons, two daughters, four 
grandchildren, and two brothers. 

DUDA, RACHEL (89)
Rachel Duda passed away May 
30 in Brooksville, Fla. She 
served alongside her husband, 
Rev. Robert “Bob” Duda, in 
Zambia with Wesleyan World 
Missions for nearly 30 years. 
The couple also pastored in 

Georgia, Oregon, and Florida. Her husband of 
57 years, Bob, preceded her in death. Survivors 
include three sons, two daughters, eight 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.

 Full article: wesleyan.org/5306

FLETCHER, LOIS (93) 
Lois Fletcher passed away May 1 
in Crosby, Minn. She was general 
director of Young Missionary 
Workers Band-YMWB (now, 
Wesleyan Kids for Missions) for 
13 years. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Stanley, 
one son, one granddaughter, two brothers, 
and one sister. Survivors include one son, 
two daughters, nine grandchildren, seventeen 
great-grandchildren, one great-great-
grandchild, and one sister. 



31 www.wesleyan.life  /  FALL 2016

US DOT 72029

www.stevensworldwide.com/wesleyan

T h e  w a y  t o  m o v e

CALL VICKI BIERLEIN:  
800.248.8313

  Clergy Move 
    Center™

     Trust the  
Stevens Worldwide Van Lines

Recommended 
Mover by The 

Wesleyan Church

Stevens is proud to deliver over 110 years of 
family-owned moving expertise and quality 

services to the members, clergy, employees and 
educators of The Wesleyan Church.

• Discounted pricing
• Top-rated drivers and crews
• Customized moving packages
• Stevens Home Protection Kit™

• Free no-obligation move estimate
• Single point-of-contact

Doris May, preceded him in death. He 
is survived by three sons, one daughter, 
seven grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren. 

PALMER, MAE (92) 
Mae Palmer died April 9 in Mansfield, S.D. 
She served with Wesleyan World Missions 
(Global Partners) in Haiti from 1953-1980. 
She was preceded in death by four brothers. 
Survivors include one brother, one sister, 
twenty nieces and nephews, thirty great-
nieces and nephews, and two great-great-
nieces and nephews. 

RAMPEY, REV. W. MARSHALL, SR. (91)
Rev. W. Marshall Rampey, Sr. died May 20 
in Central, S.C. A World War II veteran, 
Rev. Rampey pastored churches in the South 
Carolina District for 54 years. He then gave 
a decade of service to chaplaincy ministry 
with Southern Wesleyan University, and had 
served on the SWU board of trustees. His 
wife of 73 years, Ruth, passed away just five 
days later. Survivors include one son, one 
daughter, four grandchildren, thirteen great-
grandchildren, three brothers, and one sister.

ROGERS, REV. RONALD (72)
Rev. Ronald Rogers passed away June 26 
in Iva, S.C. He led churches in Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, New York, Maryland, and 
South Carolina for 52 years, and was serving 
as pastor of Community Wesleyan Church 
in Iva, S.C., at the time of his death. He is 
survived by his wife of 53 years, Donna, two 
sons, two grandsons, two brothers, and his 
stepmother.

SHAW, REV. LARRY (72)
Rev. Larry Shaw died March 7 in Naponee, 
Neb. He had pastored Wesleyan churches in 
Kansas and Nebraska. One sister, a son, and 
one granddaughter preceded him in death. 
Survivors include Jan, his wife of 52 years, 
two sons, one daughter, seven grandchildren, 
and one sister. 

SUMMERS, REV. MERVYN (90)
Rev. Mervyn Summers died April 29 in 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. He pastored 
churches in Ontario and the United States 
for 46 years. He is survived by his wife of 
nearly 69 years, Shirley Blanchard, one son, 
two daughters, six grandchildren, and six 
great-grandchildren.

FREEBORN, REV. BETTY (94)
Rev. Betty Freeborn died June 17 in Sedona, 
Ariz. She served as a medical missionary 
at Kamakwie Wesleyan Hospital and other 
locations in Sierra Leone, Africa from 1945 
to 1967. She later served in Rhodesia and 
Zambia, then continued to serve as a medical 
professional in a clinic in Sedona. She is 
survived by one sister.

 Full article: wesleyan.org/5220

GAINDER, REV. DALE (87)
Rev. Dale Gainder died August 6 in 
Kalamazoo, Mich. He founded Spring Valley 
Wesleyan Church in Kalamazoo and pastored 
other Michigan churches. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Doris, an infant daughter, 
and one brother. Survivors include three 
daughters, eight grandchildren, and nine great-
grandchildren. 

GRANDLINARD, REV. DON (103)
Rev. Don Grandlinard passed away May 
9 in Argos, Ind. He pastored Indiana 
churches for 35 years and also served as an 
evangelist. His first wife, Mary, preceded 
him in death. Survivors include his wife, 
LaVerta, one son, two daughters, one stepson, 
twelve grandchildren, and numerous great-
grandchildren and great-great grandchildren.   

GRANGER, REV. JOHN (77)
Rev. John Granger passed away February 26 in 
Gansevoort, N.Y. A veteran of the U.S. Navy, 
he ministered in the Eastern New York-New 
England District. His wife of more than 50 
years, Barbara Jeanne, preceded him in death. 
He is survived by two sons, two daughters, and 
thirteen grandchildren.

KELSVEN, MARION (94)
Marion Kelsven died April 14. She served as 
a missionary to Colombia from 1948-1952 
with the Wesleyan Methodist Church. After  
missionary service, she worked in public health 
and with refugees. She was preceded in death 
by one brother and one sister. She is survived 
by one sister, nieces, nephews, and great-
nephews. 

MCCARTHY, REV. ROBERT (96)
Rev. Robert McCarthy died April 30 in 
Woodland, Maine. A veteran of World War 
II, he pastored churches for 50 years in New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, and Maine, 
then in nursing home ministries. His wife, 
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