
Multiethnic Conversations is another example of Mark DeYmaz teaching the body of Christ
how to build bridges in practical ways with theologically sound underpinnings. Mark is indeed
a “gracist” who understands that comprehension begins with conversation. I hope that every
church sponsors Multiethnic Conversations for the sake of unity. 

—DavID anDerson, founder and senior pastor of Bridgeway Community Church in Columbia, MD

every church intentionally moving into a “church like heaven” (rev. 7:9) future will reach a
point where meaningful conversations across racial, ethnic, and cultural lines are essential.
This tool beautifully provides how to do just that. We know from local church experience how
much a relationally based and Bible-rooted small group curriculum such as this can provide
a deeper, more authentic diverse unity and inclusion for your congregation. I’m so grateful
to Mark and oneya for producing this crucial life primer for the church of Jesus Christ.

—ChrIsTopher n. BearD, lead pastor of peoples Church in Cincinnati, executive presbyter, 
assemblies of God, ohio Ministry network

at first I found it useful for me and my own journey, but soon it became one of the best resources
I’ve used with my church and now my entire denomination for leaders and laity at every level.
It not only helps to start discussions and create safe space for more in-depth conversations, but
it also gives common language and a common experience for those wanting to not only do
multiethnic ministry effectively, but who want to authentically lead multiethnic lives as well. 

—sanTes BeaTTY, director of multi-ethnic ministries of The Wesleyan Church

our church has used this material to engage over fifty families from fifteen different birth
nations to start the discussions of how we “walk, work, and worship together.” one of the key
elements of developing a multiethnic ministry is establishing multicultural competence. Mark
DeYmaz and oneya Fennell okuwobi have provided the tool we have used to accomplish
that goal. I recommend this work to all pastors and teachers pursuing the biblical goal of 
multicultural ministry.

—Mark hearn, senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Duluth, Ga and author of Technicolor: 
Inspiring Your Church to Embrace Multicultural Ministry (coming soon by B&h publishing)

Becoming a multiethnic church often feels like an ethereal goal that is just out of reach. Mark
and oneya have crafted a tangible guide to help you have the necessary conversations to
take a step forward in this journey of becoming a multiethnic church. Do this with your small
group and your church to spark a multiethnic movement in your city.

—DanIel IM, coauthor of Planting Missional Churches and director of 
Church Multiplication for newChurches.com

oneya Fennell okuwobi is not only one of the leading scholars of multiethnic congregational
development, she is also a leading practitioner. as a leader at peoples Church in Cincinnati, she
has been a critical part of the team that has helped the church move from a monolithic White
congregation, to one of the most vibrant multiethnic congregations in america. okuwobi’s
commitment to effective biblically rooted conversations has led to both growing racial 
reconciliation and a broadening commitment to racial and economic justice in the public
square. This study is a treasure rooted in the lived experience and wisdom of its author.

—TroY JaCkson, coauthor of Forgive Us: Confessions of a Compromised Faith
and director of The aMos project in Cincinnati, oh

http://newChurches.com
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years in pursuit of a dream. And to Linda herself, without 
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this multiethnic journey with love and perseverance. 

For Dele and Cadence. I love you and thank you for every 
sacrifice you’ve made to see this book come to be.
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All over the United States and across the world, Christ-followers are
embracing a vision that reflects God’s heart for all people, beyond race,
class, and cultural distinctions. Yet, few tools exist to teach diverse groups
of believers how to walk, work, and worship God together as one in the
local church for the sake of the gospel. For this reason, we have written
Multiethnic Conversations. Based on Oneya’s groundbreaking work at
Peoples Church of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Mark’s teaching at Mosaic
Church of Central Arkansas in Little Rock, this is the first individual daily
and small-group study on multiethnic life and church designed not only
for pastoral leaders, but also—especially—for people in the pews.

To be clear, this study is not at all like typical “diversity” training you may
have had at work or school. Rather, it is rooted in God’s Word. As such, it
focuses on reconciling diverse men and women with God, and consequently
with one another, through faith in Jesus Christ. It also inspires local churches
to embrace the principles and practices of New Testament multiethnic
churches that existed at Antioch, Ephesus, and Rome.

Through this eight-week daily journey, you will come to understand
the biblical mandate for the multiethnic church, and gain practical insights
for experiencing life with diverse others in the body of Christ. Each week
begins with a study of theological truth (day one), specifically the concept
of unity as central to the character of God, and an imperative to the local
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church. On days two and three, a study of history and demographics will
provide context for understanding theological truth in light of the church
and culture today. Next, by considering cross-cultural relationships, com-
munication skills, and cross-cultural competence (days four through six),
you will discover what it takes to develop transparency and trust across
the distinctions of this world that so often and otherwise divide people.
Finally, each chapter ends with a biblical reflection (day seven), providing
opportunities for the Spirit of God to further enlighten your mind, heart,
and soul.

Much more than a simple devotional, Multiethnic Conversations can
and should be used as a small-group curriculum. In fact, we recommend
that you gather a diverse group of people each week to discuss the readings
and questions that you will otherwise consider alone. When using the
material in a small-group context, do not be afraid to share, especially
when your thinking runs contrary to what you are hearing from others
involved. Varied viewpoints engage and enliven everyone, especially when
shared with love, sensitivity, and respect. As others share, you may hear
comments or stories that seem very foreign to you. In such moments, listen
respectfully and carefully to gain insight into another’s life experience, per-
haps one very different than your own. Indeed, there is something to learn
from everyone, no matter who they are or where they have come from.

Pastors, too, can use this material as the basis for an eight-week sermon
series. When they do, the entire church will exponentially gain from simul-
taneous interaction with this study’s concepts at three levels: as individuals,
in small groups, and from the large-group setting.

Finally, keep in mind that the topics raised here will not always be com-
fortable for you to consider; few things are comfortable when dealing with
issues of ethnicity, class, and culture. But even when this study gets diffi-
cult, we encourage you to lean in and keep going. The rewards of new
understanding and relationships will be well worth it.

So let’s start the conversation!

MultiEthniC ConvErsAtions10
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Jesus taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10).According to Revelation 7:9, in heaven there
will be “a great multitude that no one [can] count, from every nation, tribe,
people and language, standing before the throne [of God] and before the
Lamb [Jesus].” So here’s the question: If the kingdom of heaven is not
segregated, why on earth is the local church?

Consider: 

• Jesus envisioned the multiethnic church, for the sake of the gospel,
on the night before he died (John 17:2–3, 20–23).

• Luke described the multiethnic church in action, at Antioch, as a model
for future congregations to follow (Acts 11:19–26; 13:1–3).

• Paul prescribed the multiethnic church in order to advance a credible
witness of God’s love for all people (Eph. 2:11—4:6; 3:2, 6).

Pursuit of a multiethnic church and, likewise, a multiethnic Christian
life, must be firmly rooted in God’s Word; racism is ultimately a spiritual
problem. As history proves time and again, no earthly attempt relying on
human effort, can truly change the heart. Only God can do this, and will
do this, when we allow the Spirit to speak to us through Scripture. 
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When diverse men and women have been reconciled with God through
faith in Jesus Christ, they are to be collectively reconciled with one another
in and through the local church (see Eph. 2:11—4:6); and the local church,
itself, reconciled with the principles and practices of New Testament local
churches, such as existed at Antioch, Ephesus, and Rome. These early
churches were truly diverse communities of faith in which believing Jews
and Gentiles walked, worked, and worshiped God, together as one so that
the world would know God’s love and believe (John 17:23).

Thus, the local churches in the New Testament were characterized by:

• Men and women of varying ethnic and economic backgrounds;
• Walking, working, and worshiping God, together as one;
• Providing a credible witness of God’s love for all people in a diverse

society;
• Obeying the Great Commandment, demonstrating great compassion,

and fulfilling the Great Commission;
• Resulting in a great expansion of the gospel, local church, and kingdom

of God.

Journal

Would you describe the churches you’ve attended as typically segregated
along ethnic and economic lines or diverse? What do you think has made
them so? If more segregated, does that bother you? Why or why not?

Why MultiEthniC?14



What are some reasons that local churches tend to segregate along ethnic
and economic lines?

What excites you about the possibilities of experiencing a multiethnic
church and living the multiethnic Christian life? 

What fears or concerns might you have in doing so?
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“Eleven o’clock on Sunday morning is the most segregated hour of
the week.”

Most people attribute this observation to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
However, as noted religious scholar, Dr. Martin Marty pointed out, the
observation was first made toward the end of the nineteenth century. 
Concerning that period in American history, Marty wrote, “White
Protestants . . . did little to build bonds with [Black Protestant] churches,
and racially there were at least two Americas or Christianities. Doctrinal
and practical similarity counted for little. . . . Critics noted that the Sunday
Protestant worship hour was the most segregated time of the week. Indeed,
the once righteous churches of the North, after proclaiming triumph over
the evils of slavery and the South, came during the next century to adopt
Southern styles of regard for Blacks and their churches, and there was little
positive contact even within denominational families.”1

Surely it breaks God’s heart that so many churches throughout the
country are still segregated by race and class. More than that, the very
gospel itself is unintentionally undermined when it’s proclaimed from 
segregated pulpits and pews. The fact is, there is no clearer or more 
credible witness of God’s love for all people than the witness of diverse
believers walking, working, and worshiping God, together as one in and
through the local church. The advance of the church and the gospel in the
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twenty-first century depends upon passionate and purposeful individuals
getting this right.

Journal

In this season of your life, what has shaped your interest in the multiethnic
church and living a multiethnic Christian life?
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Considering how diverse the church you currently attend or lead is,
what’s making it so diverse, or perhaps keeping diverse others from getting
involved?

What are some ways you could gain insights into what might make more
diverse groups of people feel welcome at and comfortable in your church?

Why MultiEthniC?18
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