
H itchins Wesleyan 
Church recently cele-

brated 100 years of minis-
try. The church is in a tiny 
community in Eastern KY. 
While the community is 
small, the inuence of the 
church has been huge — 
spanning generations, im-
pacting around the globe, 
and seeing many lives 
transformed for time and 
eternity!  

Born out of Holiness 
revivals that swept the area 
in the early 1900s, believ-
ers prayed, gave and 
worked to build the rst 
church in 1916. Through 
two World Wars and the 
Great Depression the 
church pressed ahead – 
preaching the gospel and 
offering hope and holiness 
to a needy community.  A 

growing 
Sunday 
School 
caused an 
Educational 
Building to 
be needed 
in 1950. 
Finances 
were tight, 
but mem-
bers col-
lected 
scrap metal, old tires and 
other items in order to 
raise money for this pro-
ject. Once again men of the 
church and community 
erected the facility and the 
faithful women fed the 
workers.   

In 1962 re struck the 
Hitchins community de-
stroying the church, par-
sonage, and ve other sur-

rounding buildings. Church 
leaders refused to give up 
and kept holding services 
and began the rebuilding 
process. The people gave 
and prayed and when the 
new church was complet-
ed, money had come in 
from almost every state in 
the union to see the church 
rebuilt (quite amazing 
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when you consider this was 
before the days of modern 
means of appeals and fund-
raising via the internet!). As 
the rebuilding took place the 
people worked tirelessly, 
young and old alike. Those 
who were too old to do heavy 
labor “fetched and carried” for 
those who could. Everyone 
sacricially served in one way 
or another.  

Rev. and Mrs. F.M. McNurlin 
faithfully served as pastor 
from 1946 to 1982. In those 
36 years of ministry many 
souls were saved and commu-
nity members were blessed 
with the life-changing gospel 
of Jesus Christ. A total of 25 
pastors have served the 
church over the years, includ-
ing number 24, Senior Pastor 
Denver and Rosemary Prater 

(2012) and number 25, Assis-
tant Pastor Josh and Erica 
Marshall (2016).  

Down through the years 
continued improvements and 
updates have been made. A 

lovely new parsonage was 
constructed in 1987, the 
church was fully remodeled in 
2002, and a beautiful Fellow-
ship Hall was completed in 
2013. These changes have 

been a blessing, but the true 
celebration comes in the fact 
that lives are still being made 
new as a result of the ministry 
of this church. Addicts are 
nding freedom in Christ, chil-

dren and youth are 
being led to the 
Lord, new converts 
are being discipled, 
and Pastors Denver 
and Josh are looking 
for and pursuing 
new avenues of 
ministry to reach 
the lost. The 
church’s impact ex-
tends beyond the 

local community - supporting 
missions around the globe 
and funding the purchase of a 
bus for one of our new His-
panic District Church Plants.  

The church enjoyed a won-
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T he beginning of a new 
year is a great time to re-

ect on the past and plan for 
the future. It’s also a great 
time to remember God’s pow-
er that is able to make all 
things new!  

Some years ago, my wife’s 
grandmother gave us a price-
less gift – a rocking chair once 
owned and used daily by Han-
nah’s great-great grandfather. 
We were thrilled to own this 
125-year-old treasured family 
heirloom, but were unable to 
display or fully enjoy it. By the 
time we received it, it was fall-
ing apart with missing pieces, 
and in need of major repair. 
Every time we moved, we 
hauled it with us and tried to 
nd someone willing to re-

store it for us. No one was 
interested in tackling what 
seemed to be an insurmount-
able job.  

The rst time we visited 
Pastor Allen and Wilma Wells 
at Olive Hill Wesleyan, we 
were amazed to see some of 
his beautiful craftsmanship - 
building and restoring furni-
ture. We told him about our 
dilapidated chair and he gra-
ciously offered to restore it for 
us. Imagine our delight when 
we once again were in the 
Wells home a few weeks ago 
and he presented my wife 
with the lovely piece of furni-
ture seen across the page. He 
had meticulously and pains-
takingly restored the chair. We 
looked in amazement as he 
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showed us places where he 
had actually fashioned new 
parts of the arm and back to 
replace pieces that had been 
missing. It was hard to believe 
the gleaming, 
beautiful, 
functional 
piece of fur-
niture we 
were seeing 
was the 
same pile of 
scraps we 
had given 
him to work 
with. The 
chair now 
sits in a place 
of honor in 
our home. I 
pass it every 
day and think of what it was, 
and what it is now after a 
craftsman spent the time 
making it new again.  

We live in a world of bro-

ken, hurting people. Sin, sor-
rows, and mistakes of the 
past take their toll and leave 
messes that seem impossible 
to clean up. Once beautiful 

lives are so 
ravaged by 
the effects of 
poor choices 
they are 
hardly recog-
nizable. As 
pastors, 
friends, and 
family mem-
bers there 
often seems 
so little we 
can do to see 
the broken-
ness re-
stored. 

Thankfully, we serve a Savior 
who specializes in making all 
things new. If we will do our 
part to share His love and 
spread the gospel message of 

His transforming power, we 
can be amazed as the Master 
Craftsman picks up the piec-
es, cleans, rebuilds, and re-
stores to beauty once again.  

This issue of ONWARD & 
UPWARD celebrates the ways 
God is using our District to 
transform lives, communities 
and churches in Kentucky, 
Tennessee and North Georgia 
AND around the World!  

My prayer for 2017 is that 
locally and globally we will see 
the transforming power of 
God restoring broken individ-
uals and making impossible 
situations fresh, new and 
beautiful once more with His 
touch and presence!  

Do your part praying, giv-
ing, loving and leading to 
Christ – I know He will do His 
part, making all things new! ··· 

—Rev. Aaron P. Sherman 
District Superintendent 

WEB kytnwesleyan.com 

derful celebration of 100 
years of God’s blessing in Sep-
tember 2016. DS Aaron Sher-
man encouraged the congre-
gation to keep moving On-
ward and Upward in ministry 
for Him. He also pre-
sented Pastors Prater 
and Marshall and the 
LBA an Excellence In 
Ministry Award. Even 
as they celebrated 
they didn’t lose sight 
of their real purpose. 
Pastor Prater inten-
tionally led the church 
in planning an event 
that blessed the entire com-
munity. The weekend was 
lled with special music, activ-
ities and events all geared 
toward ministering to those 
outside the church as well as 
providing a time of rejoicing 

for the congregation. Hun-
dreds of free bountiful meals 
were served, and someone 
surveying the hundreds in 
attendance at various events 
commented to Rev. Prater, 

“There are more people here 
that I don’t know, than those I 
do know!” Rev. Prater just 
smiled, as that comment 
proved the success of the An-
niversary Celebration. 
Hitchins Wesleyan Church 

was once again reaching be-
yond its walls to embrace the 
community they serve.  

Many years ago in the early 
days of the church, a negative 
minded individual in the com-

munity opined “It won’t 
be long until the bats 
take over the belfry of 
that church!” While we 
aren’t sure who or 
what may currently be 
residing in the church 
belfry, we are glad to 
know the Holy Spirit 
resides in the church, 
transforming, equip-

ping, making new and leading 
them Onward and Upward 
into the future. ··· 
—Sen. Pastor Denver Prater 

EMAIL praterdenver@gmail.com 
—Asst. Pastor Josh Marshall 

EMAIL jjmarshall11@yahoo.com 

Rev. & Mrs. F. M. McNurlin 
(left) 

 

HWC Crowd in 1949 
(below) 
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W hen the KY-TN District 
of The Wesleyan Church 

was in the process of being 
merged, we were blessed to 
have two District Superinten-
dent Emeriti and their spous-
es who were still part of our 
Districts. Rev. A.L. and Etta 
Mae Sypolt from Kentucky 
and Rev. L.E. and Marell 
Galyon from Tennessee.  

These four individuals 
spent the bulk of their lives 
ministering and serving in 
their re-
spective 
Districts. In 
the years 
since, each 
of them 
have been 
called to 
their heav-
enly re-
ward, but 
the impact 
of their 
ministry in 
our midst lives on.  

Marell Malone Galyon was 
raised in a strict but loving 
Pilgrim Holiness home. Her 
mother raised her children to 
love and serve God. If they 
strayed, she was known to 
use the rod of correction to 
bring them back to the nar-
row way. From an early age, 
Marell had a heart to follow 
after God and sought to do 
His will and live for Him.  

Following His leading, she 
married Lonnie E. (Ed) Galyon 
who had previously served in 
the US Navy in World War II. 
They were married for 68 
years, and spent 65 of those 
years ministering together for 

the Lord. They pastored in 
several states and served two 
different times as District Su-
perintendent of the Tennes-
see District, spending 16 years 
total in that position.  

Sister Galyon was known 
for her sweet spirit, hard 
work, good cooking, and lov-
ing devotion to her husband, 
family and Savior. Rev. Galyon 
was a passionate preacher of 
the Word. Many times he 
shared the gospel message in 

special music and testimony 
as well.   Even when Alzhei-
mer’s Disease was affecting 
his mind and body, he could 
be found wandering the halls 
of the nursing home, preach-
ing to other patients, urging 
them to get right with God.  

As DS, he worked many 
hours on building projects 
and upgrades at Cumberland 
Grove Campground. He could 
raise offerings in unique and 
effective ways like no one 
else. Often when the Spirit of 
the Lord was blessing his soul, 
he would get out his white 
handkerchief and wave it over 
his head as he shouted, 
jumped and ran the aisles.  

The Galyons sought to have 
a positive inuence on all they 
came in contact with, and 
while they were always busy 
people, they took time to lis-
ten to those in need and pray. 
Family members recall that 
when either of the Galyons 
prayed, it felt like God was 
right there in the room, and 
they were talking directly to 
Him! The Galyons were fre-
quently used as Evangelists 
and special singers in church-

es across 
the USA. 
They en-
joyed meet-
ing new 
people and 
sharing the 
good news 
in Word and 
song.  
At Brother 
Galyon’s 
funeral, a 
recording 

was played from some years 
before. He shared words of 
testimony and then sang of 
Heaven. Those in attendance 
at his memorial service were 
blessed by the realization this 
special couple was together 
again in the presence of the 
Lord and Savior they had so 
faithfully served in this life.  

The impact of their lives 
continues in precious memo-
ries shared by so many, the 
souls saved in the course of 
their ministry, and their 3 chil-
dren and 3 more generations 
of grandchildren who are part 
of Wesleyan churches in our 
District and faithful attendees 
at District Camps. ··· 

 

District Superintendents Emeriti Tributes 
A Legacy of Sharing the Transforming Gospel 



5 

W hen A. L. Sypolt was 
rst saved as a young 

man, his heart burned with a 
desire to win the lost. He out-
tted his station wagon with 
speakers on the roof and a 
record player inside and trav-
eled to the coal mines of West 
Virginia. He played records of 
hymns and preached to the 
miners headed to work. His 
ministry was so appreciated, 
the mine owners asked if he 
would start preaching at other 
mines in the area.  

Down through the 
years, his ministry took 
many different forms, 
but was always charac-
terized by that same 
deep desire to see the 
lost saved and lives 
transformed by the Holy 
Spirit. While he was a 
veteran of the US 
Armed Forces, he was a 
veteran Soldier of the 
Cross as well!  

The Sypolts pastored 
McAndrews Wesleyan 
for 4 years, Bramwell 
Wesleyan for 4 years 
and Wellman Wesleyan 
for 13 years prior to 
becoming District Su-
perintendent of the 
Kentucky District, where 
they served for 15 years. After 
retiring from the District Su-
perintendent’s post they con-
tinued to travel throughout 
the District as needed, provid-
ing Interim Ministry, pulpit 
supply and preaching revivals.  

Rev. Sypolt chaired the 
morning prayer services at 
Maysville Camp for many 
years and sought to encour-
age and help his DS successor 
in any way he could. Brother 
Sypolt was always a gentle-
man — polite, polished and 
professional. He was a caring 

pastor—quick to minister to 
those in need and always a 
willing hard worker. The 
churches he pastored, build-
ings on Maysville Wesleyan 
Campground, and many other 
District churches and build-
ings received attention from 
him as he sought to improve 
their appearance and func-
tionality. Many individuals 
who are still part of local Wes-
leyan churches today trace 
their conversion to the 

preaching and counsel of 
Brother Sypolt. A number of 
pastors, still serving in minis-
try can recall the encourage-
ment and guidance Rev. Sy-
polt provided when they were 
rst starting out. His inuence 
and suggestions helped 
steady them in difficult times 
and provided a rm founda-
tion for future ministry. Etta 
Mae faithfully served by her 
husband’s side. While not 
loud or boisterous in any way, 
her quiet support, love for her 
husband, and devotion to her 

Lord and Savior shone 
through in her everyday life.  

When the Sypolts accepted 
Christ and followed His lead-
ing into ministry, they could 
never have known the course 
their lives would take. They 
obediently followed where He 
led and sought to be faithful 
servants through 72 years of 
marriage. After her death, 
family members found the 
words “I long for that city…” 
written in the margin of her 

well-worn Bible, near a 
passage about Heaven. 
What a blessing to 
know the eternal life 
they longed for, lived 
for, and pointed others 
to is now a reality for 
these dear servants of 
the Lord.  
      As a District we cel-
ebrate the ways God 
used our leaders of 
days gone by to shape 
our District and impact 
our churches. We re-
joice in the heritage of 
Holiness that has been 
passed on from these 
who preached it and 
lived it before us. We 
thank God for the faith-
ful ministry of our Dis-
trict Superintendents 

Emeriti and their spouses. 
They have fought a good ght, 
they have nished their 
course, they have kept the 
faith, and they are receiving 
the crown of life they strived 
for!  Those who knew the 
Galyons and Sypolts, and our 
entire District which has been 
blessed by their labors and 
inuence, rise up and call 
them blessed and thank God 
for their lives and ministry. 
May God continue to multiply 
the fruits of their labors until 
we are reunited some day. ··· 
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T he Wesleyan Churches 
within the KY-TN District 

started their partnership with 
the Agay Village in the Philip-
pines in 2015. All local church-
es were asked to pledge $20 
per month for three years 
which would help our District 
impact an entire remote tribal 
community. Many churches 
and individuals got on board 
with this request and our Dis-
trict has been ministering to 
this village on the other side 
of the world in some exciting 
ways. Much progress has 
been made, but 
the needs are still 
great. 

The Wesleyan 
Church of the 
Philippines has 
been focused on 
reaching tribal 
communities, like 
the Agay, for sev-
eral years. Tribal 
communities are 
native groups to 
the Philippines, 
but they are stig-
matized by the 
larger Filipino 
population and heavily dis-
criminated against. Many trib-
al communities are left isolat-
ed in rural areas without ac-
cess to education, safe water, 
adequate food and shelter as 
well as the message of hope 
offered by Jesus Christ. Sever-
al years ago, Wesleyan Pastor 
Edwin Ballasiw went to the 
Agay village to start a church. 
Under his leadership, he has 
organized the community and 
his church has over 100 mem-
bers. This is impressive since 

it’s about 80% of the village! 
He soon requested help 
providing resources and train-
ing to lead this community to 
become self-sufficient and 
holistically transformed. 

World Hope (the relief arm 
of the Wesleyan Church) as-
sessed local needs at the Agay 
Village and determined there 
were several areas of pressing 
concern: 
1) A focus on agriculture and 
livelihood development so the 
Agay people can feed and 
support their families. 

2) Clean and ample water to 
sustain life and water crops 
and livestock.  
3) Providing basic adequate 
living quarters for those in the 
village. 
4) Spiritual, leadership, and 
community development and 
training that enables these 
individuals to sustain the 
work that is begun and places 
them in a position to further 
minister to other communi-
ties and individuals in spiritual 
and practical ways in the 

years ahead.  
Our goal as a District has 

been to partner with World 
Hope in making this a reality 
and your giving has made a 
difference. In 2016 WHI fo-
cused on providing food secu-
rity with the planting and har-
vesting of corn, rice and bana-
nas as well as raising cows. 
Our sponsorship provided 
money to lease land, provide 
corn, rice, and banana seed-
lings to plant for food and 
cash crops, and cows for fami-
ly groups to use for plowing, 

milk, food, and 
future income 
as multiplication 
takes place. The 
Agay’s goal has 
been to provide 
two meals a day 
for their fami-
lies, with a 
starch in both 
meals and a 
protein in at 
least one.   
By October 
2016, they had 
harvested their 
rst corn crop, 

keeping enough to provide 
needed food and selling the 
excess. From the 64 bags of 
corn they sold, they received 
$230 USD which was used to 
pay for more land and re-
sources for future growing 
seasons (corn can be harvest-
ed every 3-5 months there). 
That income also paid to re-
pair 13 homes in the commu-
nity that needed work. They 
had planted and maintained 
400 banana trees of which 
95% had ourished. They also 

 

God Uses Kentucky-Tennessee District

 

Agay Wesleyan Church 
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planted 20 pineapple suck-
lings that were beginning to 
bear fruit. 16 families have 
been blessed with a total of 
12 cows with 4 calves, 6 water 
buffalos with 2 calves and a 
bull. Training and education 
was provided along the way 
to help them be self-
sustaining in the future. 

The original plan had been 
to focus on clean water and 
continued repair and con-
struction of suitable homes in 
2017 and continued Spiritual 
and Leadership development 
in 2018. Unfortu-
nately Typhoon 
Haima (Lawin) made 
landfall in the Agay 
village area in Octo-
ber 2016, bringing 
damaging winds 
and great ooding. 
During the storm, 
community families 
took shelter in the 
church and thank-
fully were all safe. 
They gave great 
praise to God for 
sparing their lives, 
but the scene of 
destruction after the storm 
was devastating. Ten homes 
in the village were completely 
destroyed with many others 
sustaining major damage. 
Their farm land and foot-
bridge were also affected. The 
hard labor they had put into 
their crops had been lost. 
2000-2500 bananas were 
damaged and 5-10 hectares 
of rice was washed away. 
They had been planning to 
harvest the rice in January, 
but there is nothing left to 

harvest. They are facing a 
food shortage due to these 
storms, and now have to start 
over in their agricultural pur-
suits. Their faith in God re-
mains strong however, and 
they have already started re-
building their lives. They are 
clearing the area and cultivat-
ing what plants could be re-
covered. They’re preparing 
the land for the next planting 
season and are trying to re-
pair their homes little by little. 
They are doing what they can 
to sustain themselves 

(hunting, borrowing from oth-
er tribes etc.) and praying and 
trusting God to provide their 
needs as He has promised. 

This is our adopted village 
and we have a chance to con-
tinue to impact and bless 
them. If you are currently part 
of the Cup Of Cold Water 
Campaign, please continue 
your faithful monthly support. 
Any additional gifts to help 
deal with the effects of this 
recent storm would be much 
appreciated and would go a 

long way toward enabling 
them to get back on their feet. 
If your church currently isn’t a 
part, please join us! For $20/
month (or more if you are 
able) you can help our District 
make a difference for an en-
tire community on the other 
side of the world. Individuals 
can give directly to World 
Hope or through their local 
church to help in this time of 
need. Next Winter, we are 
planning a District work team, 
traveling to the Philippines to 
meet and minister to our Agay 

brothers and sis-
ters in person. Start 
praying about be-
ing involved in this 
effort. We will need 
those who are will-
ing to go. Those 
who may not be 
able to go person-
ally can still be a 
part by helping 
fund those who 
can. Our prayer is 
that the KY-TN Dis-
trict will be able to 
impact the Agay 
people in a way 

that provides life transfor-
mation for time and eternity. 
Thanks for being a part! 

Donations may be sent 
directly by mail or online: 

World Hope International 
ATTN: Gift Processing 

P O Box 743794 
Atlanta, GA 30374-3794 

WEB worldhope.org/give-hope/ 
cup-of-cold-water 

Please specify that this is 
for the KY-TN District Cup of 
Cold Water Campaign/Agay 
Village Partnership. ··· 

ict to Transform a Philippine Village 
Missions Moments 

 

Devastation from Typhoon Haima  
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I n January of 2016, FOCUS 
Ministries of Georgetown 

KY, formerly an affiliate of our 
District became fully estab-
lished as FOCUS Wesleyan 
Church. FOCUS actually 
stands for Fellowship Of 
Christians United to Serve.  

FOCUS has been actively 
involved in Ugandan missions 
and a very large part of the 
Wesleyan presence there. Lay 
member Linda Griffith has 
been on many Missions trips 
to Uganda and heavily 

T he Wesleyan Church of 
Uganda makes Christ’s 

words “Go and make Disci-
ples” the center of their en-
deavors. They have grown 
from a scattered remnant in 
2000, to over 60 churches 
today. They are starting 2-3 
new congregations every year, 
as well as encouraging the 
church in Kenya and Rwanda. 

I rst met Rev. Lucas Ha-
mirie in 1999 when I led a 
volunteer team to build 
schools, treat the sick, and 
offer a pastoral training semi-
nar. In the subsequent years 
we pledged help as Lucas pas-
sionately encouraged pastors 
struggling to serve rural con-
gregations. Training has been 
a central focus of our partner-
ship, and has primarily been 
provided by Dr. Barclay 
Brown, IWU Professor and 
Ordained Minister of the 
KY-TN District. The mission 
arm of FOCUS Wesleyan 
Church, Adopt Uganda, has 

involved in ministry there for 
many years.  If after reading 
Linda’s update and report of 
her recent visit this past 
Summer, you or your church 
would like to partner with 
the Wesleyan Church in min-
istry to this needy country, 
please contact her in one of 
the ways mentioned at the 
end of the article. She is also 
available to visit your church 
and share about the minis-
try of The Wesleyan Church 
of Uganda.  ··· 

also provided funding and 
support for the Ugandan 
Church to begin impacting 
villages across the country. 

As the church in Uganda 
has developed through the 
years, it has tried to address 
the many needs that face a 

third world population. Since 
Uganda has over 2 million 
orphans, they began a prima-
ry school for about 400 or-
phans and vulnerable children 
who come from churches and 
districts across southeastern 
Uganda. About half of these 
students board at the school 

where supplying enough food 
is a constant challenge. An 
orphanage was begun by Lu-
cas’s wife Prossy and is sup-
ported through Promise Kids 
A Future, which also provides 
sponsorships for many stu-
dents at the school. The chal-
lenges are great and we are 
always seeking new ways to 
minister, but the struggles for 
Lucas and Prossy are greater 
than we can imagine. 

Our partnership has grown 
as I annually take teams to 
encourage the church, share 
in laity training, deepen our 
relationships and seek to un-
derstand their challenges. 
Poverty is a very complicated 
issue and through much study 
and observation we are en-
deavoring to learn ways to 
have the longest lasting im-
pact.  In late August 2016, I 
took a team of 6 who had 
spent many weeks preparing 
our hearts and minds to be-
come one with our Ugandan 

Missions Moments 

Uganda Being Transformed . . . 
 

  . . .One Life at a Time 

 

Dr. Barclay & Melissa Brown 

Andy & Linda Griffith 
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brethren. We held seminars in 
4 districts, training and wit-
nessing to Biblical truths con-
cerning the four primary rela-
tionships of life: God, self, 
others, and creation. It was an 
exhilarating time as we 
worked through the Scrip-
tures together, recognizing 
God’s unique love and gifting 
of every person. What a bless-
ing we experienced. 

Another highlight of our 
time in Uganda was the ordi-
nation celebration of the rst 
8 ordained pastors of the 
Wesleyan Church of Uganda. 
For many years the pastors 
have studied, served congre-
gations, led others to Christ, 
and started new churches as 
they prepared for this new 
level of leadership and minis-
try. Leading in the ordination 

service was Global Partners 
Director Dr. Dennis Jackson, 
Global Partners Africa Area 
Coordinator Rev. Bob Bagley, 
Zambezian District Superin-
tendent Dr. Alfred Kalembo, 
KY-TN District Minister Dr. 
Barclay Brown, and Ugandan 
Missionary Rev. Fred Cromer. 
Attending the ceremony were 
over 600 pastors, laity, friends 
and family of the Ugandan 
Wesleyan Church. The cele-
bration also included the ded-
ication of the Bible Institute, 
primary school and worship 
center at the Wesleyan Head-
quarters in Busia. 

The support which Adopt 
Uganda gives to the Wesleyan 
Church in Uganda comes 
from concerned individuals 
and churches who want to 
share love and help with the 

struggles of those in Uganda. 
Medical care, food, clean wa-
ter, education, church struc-
tures, sanitation, and employ-
ment are all severely lacking 
in this country. Only God in 
His divine plan can provide 
the solutions for these con-
cerns. We seek to walk with 
our friends and fellow Chris-
tians in Uganda, always learn-
ing as we go.  

If you would like to partner 
with us in this ministry 
through gifts or participation 
on a short-term ministry 
team, or would like more in-
formation please contact me. 
I love introducing new folks to 
these amazing Christians.  ··· 

— Linda Griffith 
MOBILE 502-542-7684 

EMAIL logriffith@juno.com 
WEB focusonuganda.org 

 

Dedicating the Bible Institute Ordinands and spouses at the reception 

Wesleyan Church of Uganda 
Worship Center in Busia 

Noah’s Ark Orphanage children 
with Melissa Terhune 



10 

W hile The Wesleyan 
Church has been minis-

tering in Cuba for 60 years, 
recent opportunities have 
caused this mission eld to 
explode with great things hap-
pening. In 2012 we were given 
an exciting privilege when the 
government of Cuba began 
allowing the showing of the 
Jesus Film across the country. 
A high government official in 
Cuba said, “I am not a Chris-
tian, but The Wesleyan 
Church does what I think a 
church should do and be.”  

Years of previous faithful 
presence and positive witness 
made future ministry possi-
ble. Congregations and Dis-
tricts across the Denomina-
tion responded with funds to 
expand our presence in this 
Communist country. In the 
years since, the lm has been 
shown many times and the 
number of churches and be-
lievers in the country has 
grown drastically to over 40 
churches and 4000 believers.  

The Wesleyan Church Cu-
ban Ministry Center was dedi-
cated in October 2016, be-
coming the rst evangelical 
church building constructed 
legally in Cuba since 1959. 
The local churches in Cuba 
are pleading with the US 

Church to send work teams to 
assist them as they begin to 
move forward. 

Our District is privileged to 
partner with World Hope In-
ternational to sponsor a Mis-
sions Trip to Cuba, June 8-15, 
2017. The cost per person is 
$1500. This includes all of 
your airfare, meals, insurance, 
as well as provides funding 
for the ministry you will be 
engaged in. World Hope will 
be leading the Team and tak-
ing care of arrangements.  

Our District Coordinators 
are Cody and Ciarra Kill-
ingsworth from our Mount 

Tabor church. World Hope 
mentions that all ages (14 and 
up) and skill sets are wel-
come. They will tailor the ac-
tivity of the team to what you 
are able and gifted to do – 
medical, teaching/preaching, 
children’s ministry, building, 
cleaning, painting, etc.  

For more information on 
this exciting opportunity or an 
upcoming missions trip to the 
Agay Village in the Philippines 
(see full article on page 6), 
please contact:  ··· 

— Cody Killingsworth 
MOBILE 601-320-2865 

EMAIL kilroy354@gmail.com 

Missions Moments 
Be Part of Transforming Ministry in Cuba! 
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D ear KY-TN District Family, 
Thank you so much for 

your recent prayers as we 
have faced a very difficult de-
cision. 

This past April, Wesleyan 
World Missions Australia 
asked us to consider leaving 
Papua New Guinea and taking 
up assignment in the Solo-
mon Islands.  We felt no con-
rmation from the Lord that 
this was His plan for us. 

In August, we were in-
formed that the Wesleyan 
Church in Australia had decid-
ed to focus all available re-
sources on the Solomon Is-
lands.  We learned that Wes-
leyan World Missions Austral-
ia will conclude our current 
assignment in PNG at the end 
of 2017. We were offered a 
reassignment to the Solomon 
Islands commencing in 2018. 

When Cheri and I were told 
we had to give a nal answer 
on the Solomon Islands posi-
tion by the end of November 
2016, we were puzzled.  Aus-

tralian church leaders be-
lieved we should go to the 
Solomons.  Papua New Guine-
an church leadership believed 
that we should stay in PNG.  
In the midst of these conict-
ing voices, we longed for di-
rect guidance from the Lord.  
About 10 days before the de-
cision date, God clearly 
showed each of us, simultane-
ously, that we could NOT take 
up an assignment unless He 

called us to it. 
Of course, our position as 

missionaries sent by Australia 
will end in December 2017, 
regardless.  What does that 
mean for 2018 and beyond?  
We have no idea!  Will we 
move to America?  Will we 
return to PNG in some other 
capacity?  Will we go to Aus-
tralia and settle in my 
hometown?  Or will God send 
us to some other missionary 
assignment that we haven’t 
even thought of yet? 

Though we have no idea 
where our family will go after 
2017, we know that God will 
show us the next step in due 
course. 

We still need your prayers 
for 2017, as we continue to 
work with the Wesleyan 
Church in PNG.  We promise 
to let you know of future deci-
sions we make, as we contin-
ue to seek God’s direction. ··· 

— Don & Cheri Floyd 
EMAIL oyd.png@gmail.com 

FB facebook.com/
DonCheriFloydInPNG 

 

An Open Letter from Don and Cheri 
Missions Moments 
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I n the last 3 years, the KY-TN 
District has been intention-

ally restarting high potential 
churches that have faced diffi-
culties in the past and plant-
ing churches and ministries in 
areas with great opportunity. 
God has blessed these efforts 
as you can see from these 
exciting updates. ··· 

G od has been working 
in wonderful ways at 

Shelbyville Wesleyan 
Church over the past six 
months. 

He has been working 
in the youth. 

We have a group of 20 
teens that consistently 
participate in our Youth 
Group. We took 13 teens 
to Maysville Youth Camp 
in June and 13 again to 
the District Fall Youth 
Retreat in October.  

We saw 29 teens par-
ticipate in our Youth Lock
-In in December. Several 
youth have made profes-
sions of faith and others 
have testied to growing 
closer in their personal 
relationship with God. 
God sent us a Youth 
Leader, Asbury Seminary 
Student Christian Chlor. 
He has been an active 
participant and leader in 
our trips, lock-in, and 
regular weekly youth 
services and a true an-
swer to prayer. 

 

 
Shelbyville Wesleyan Church  Shelbyville KY   

Pastor Doug and Jill Kraft    Restart Began July 2014 

Transformation of Churches and Live
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He has been working in 
the adults. 

God recently blessed us 
with a worship leader. Rebec-
ca Owens was raised in a pas-
tor’s home and has 30 years 
of experience directing church 
music. She has quickly be-
come an anchor for our wor-
ship team. We praise God for 
this answer to prayer! We 
have been sensing the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit in our 
worship services in a special 
way. The altars are often lined 
with people earnestly seeking 
God for both themselves and 
their loved ones. Groups of 
adults are gathering inside 
and outside of the church 
walls for times of fun and fel-
lowship. We baptized 3 teens 
and 4 adults this fall and re-
ceived 9 new members in ear-
ly January. A second group of 
new members is being 
planned for the Spring. 

He has been working in 
our outreach. 

In June we hosted a VBS 
with 30 children in attendance 
and 20 volunteers from the 
church working together to 
make it happen. This event 

has opened doors with sever-
al families in the community.  

In October we hosted a Fall 
Festival for families in our 
community with 100 people 
participating. Many of the 
families that attended were 
unsaved children and grand-
children of individuals that 

attend. This 
has been a 
blessing and 
encourage-
ment.  
In November 
our church 
had a table at 
the Celebra-
tion of Lights 
Christmas 
Festival in 
downtown 
Shelbyville. 

Around 200 individuals lled 
out slips to enter a drawing 
for a Family Night Gift Basket, 
which we gave away at the 
end of the night. Using the 
information from those slips 
we sent out 130 hand-written 

notes, thanking people for 
stopping by our table and 
inviting them to visit our 
church.  

In November we also par-
ticipated in World Hope’s “5 & 
2 Offering” for children await-
ing sponsorships. We collect-
ed $270 for this event. In De-
cember our church participat-
ed in Prison Fellowship’s An-
gel Tree Program. Church 
members purchased gifts for 
13 local children on behalf of 
their incarcerated parents. We 
also used some of our mis-
sions offering to purchase 
household items for the fami-
lies that would help them in 
the coming months. 

We celebrate what God has 
done this past year and look 
forward with anticipation for 
what He has in store for us in 
2017 as we move Onward and 
Upward for Him! ··· 

—Pastor Doug Kraft 
EMAIL pastordk@msn.com  

FB facebook.com/
shelbyvillewesleyan 

ves Through Planting and Restarts  
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G reat things have been 
taking place at Gordon 

Lake Wesleyan Church: 
·The church is lled with a 
fresh new sense of excite-
ment and enthusiastic energy. 
·The percentage of people 
involved in serving in minis-
tries of the church has signi-
cantly increased. 
·Weekly attendance for Sun-
day School is averaging 18, 
and weekly attendance for 
Sunday Worship is averaging 
45.  Both of these averages 
are much higher than previ-
ous months and years.  Also, 
we have seen as many as 7 
kids in our Sunday Kids Minis-
try, which was non-existent 
prior to the Restart. 
·During our Fall Semester of 
Bible Study, we averaged 23 
people in weekly attendance. 
We hope to continue this on a 
regular and extended basis in 
the future. 
·Financial giving through 
tithes and offerings has great-
ly increased. Giving for special 
projects and benevolent caus-
es has been strong also.  
·Pastor Ashley and the LBA 
spearheaded a "Take A Seat" 
Chair Campaign, aimed at 
raising funds to purchase new 
chairs for the classrooms. 
With an initial goal 
of 20 chairs, mem-
bers, attendees, 
family and friends of 
GLWC contributed 
enough funds to 
buy 40 new chairs! 
They have already 
been purchased, 
assembled and put 
to good use.  

·Pew bibles were donated by 
several members and placed 
in the sanctuary for use. 
·GLWC held its annual Chili 
Supper in October and nearly 
70 people attended the event, 
some returning for church 
services the next day. 

·A Men’s Ministry has been 
started.  At its rst event, a 
work day in October, nine 

men helped update and im-
prove our landscaping on the 
church grounds.  It was a 
great time of fellowship, and 
the church received some 
much needed TLC. 
·The Wesleyan Women raised 
funds to update the kitchen in 
the Christian Life Center, 
which included renishing the 
cabinets and hardware and 
installing tile ooring. 
·A Decorating Committee has 
been formed to assist with 
updating the appearance of 
the church and maintaining a 
more consistent, decorative 
style throughout all of the 
church facilities.  
·The church has started a 

branding process, which in-
cludes the creation of a logo, 
the addition of several printed 

 
Gordon Lake Wesleyan Church  LaFayette GA  

Pastor Ashley & Mitzi Mew   Restart Began July 2016 
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materials (i.e. business cards, 
guest cards, etc.), and con-
sistency in all publications. 
·The church now has a pres-
ence on social 
media.  GLWC is 
using Facebook, 
Twitter, and 
Instagram to 
communicate 
with church 
members and 
attendees and to connect with 
members of the local commu-
nity.  These accounts are also 
used to share information 

related to Pastor Ashley's 
weekly sermons. 
·Multiple people and families 
have shared an interest in 

becoming mem-
bers of GLWC. 
These individuals 
will participate 
in a New Mem-
bers Class in 
January.  
·The Kids Minis-

try led the church in the cele-
bration of Christmas by sing-
ing several carols during a 
service in December.  Follow-

ing the music, the kids gave a 
small gift to each person in 
attendance. 
·Over the past few months, 
GLWC collected food for local 
veterans, as a way to share 
God's love and some Christ-
mas cheer.  The food was de-
livered to Chattanooga Vet 
Center, which distributed the 
food to veterans during the 
holiday season. ··· 

— Pastor Ashley Mew 
EMAIL ashleyrmew@gmail.com 

FB facebook.com/
GordonLakeWC 
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W hen we felt God calling 
us to this area we had 

no idea how our ministry 
would unfold.  We did know 
however that what we were 
getting involved in was like 
nothing we had seen or been 
involved with before.   

Our ministry has turned 
out to be more responsive to 
needs, rather than strategical-
ly trying to plan for ministry. 
For us it is about being availa-
ble and watching for opportu-
nities to get involved.  

We have found that when 
we pay attention, there are 
many around who need help 
and someone to encourage 
them.  It is always easier to 
not get involved.  When you 
are involved it costs money, 
takes time and is often messy.  

We have made the choice 
though to respond to the 
needs that God brings to us. I 
never could have thought up 
these opportunities or 
planned them out. Here are 

some ways God has been 
blessing and using us: 
·Two days every week we are 
given produce, breads and 
meat from Kroger. We have 
three freezers at Hope House 
and three other families that 
take it to their homes and 
distribute. We are consistently 
helping more than 30 families 
a month.  We have food given 
to us from others or we pur-
chase some additional food 
items as well. As a result, 
some of these families we are 
blessing are now coming to 
ministry events. It’s amazing 
to see how far the food reach-
es.  We do not hoard it, rather 
we try to empty the freezers 
every week.  The wonderful 
thing is that now three other 
families have caught the vi-
sion and are seeing and re-
sponding to the opportunities 
in their neighborhood and 
community.   
·In December we had a party 
and were able to help 14 kids 

have a better Christmas.  This 
year we gave $100/per child 
to the parents and let them 
purchase what was needed or 
wanted. These are all families 
that we know and are regular-
ly involved with. Most of the 
people we help are working 
individuals, but still in need of 
extra help. Once again the 
end result of ministering this 
way is that those we help now 
come to our events, hang 
around and get involved in 
conversation.   
·Recently we had over 13,000 
pounds (retail value of $50K+) 
of macaroni and pulled pork 
given to us. A friend let us use 
his refrigerated truck and told 
us we could store any lefto-
vers at the freezer in his ware-
house. We gave it all away in 
two days through our own 
network as well as sharing 
with others in Ohio and Indi-
ana, a local children’s home 
and a senior citizen center 
with 92 residents. 

 
The Hope Project Florence KY  

Pastor Dan & Kathy Tilley  Church Plant in June 2014 
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Two great stories from that 
weekend:  
·One family that received sev-
eral boxes lives in a nice 
home and on the surface 
would not appear to have any 
needs. That morning before 
we delivered the food, they 
had been praying for provi-
sions as they were completely 
out of food!  
·Another family had a daugh-
ter getting married that week 
and did not know what they 
were going to use or how they 
were going to provide food 
for a reception. God provided 
and they had pulled pork and 
mac and cheese! 

·We also recently had $58k of 
soap and personal care prod-
ucts given to us. As we are 
channels for God to pour into 
others, he keeps providing the 
resources and we keep giving 
them away!   
·At Thanksgiving we were able 
to give away 22 boxes with 
turkey and all the trim-
mings.  A local Boy Scout 
troop collected most of the 
canned goods.  One of the 
families we had helped in the 
past is part of the Scouts and 
asked if they could get in-
volved with us.   
·We had the joy of giving two 
cars away in 2016.  One was 

given to a single 
mom and one to a 
lady working two 
jobs but unable to 
afford a car for over 
two years. We gave 
one away on Christ-

mas Eve – it was a total sur-
prise to the recipient. The joy 
of these ladies was amazing 
and makes all our efforts 
worthwhile.  
·God has helped us learn a 
few lessons: Give with no 
strings attached, don’t try to 
determine if they need it or 
how they are going to use it, 
watch where God is working 
and join Him!  
·We do not have ministry for 
the new year all planned, but 
we will continue to respond to 
opportunities He sends our 
way. In 2016 we were able to 
steward over $140,000 in 
gifts, food, cars, and other 
items. We look forward to see 
how God uses us to impact 
lives for Him in 2017! ··· 

— Pastor Dan Tilley 
EMAIL dan@dantilley.com 

FB facebook.com/
lookingforhopeproject 
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mac and cheese!

·We also recently had $58k of 
soap and personal care prod-
ucts given to us. As we are
channels for God to pour into 
others, he keeps providing the 
resources and we keep giving 
them away!
·At Thanksgiving we were able
to give away 22 boxes with 
turkey and all the trim-
mings. A local Boy Scout 
troop collected most of the
canned goods. One of the
families we had helped in the
past is part of the Scouts and 
asked if they could get in-
volved with us.
·We had the joy of giving two
cars away in 2016. One was 

given to a single 
mom and one to a
lady working two
jobs but unable to
afford a car for over
two years. We gave
one away on Christ-

mas Eve – it was a total sur-
prise to the recipient. The joy 
of these ladies was amazing 
and makes all our efforts
worthwhile.
·God has helped us learn a
few lessons: Give with no 
strings attached, don’t try to
determine if they need it or 
how they are going to use it, 
watch where God is working 
and join Him!
·We do not have ministry for 
the new year all planned, but 
we will continue to respond to 
opportunities He sends our
way. In 2016 we were able to 
steward over $140,000 in
gifts, food, cars, and other 
items. We look forward to see 
how God uses us to impact
lives for Him in 2017! ···

— Pastor Dan Tilley
EMAIL dan@dantilley.com

FB facebook.com/
lookingforhopeproject
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O ur District was blessed to 
plant 2 new Hispanic 

churches in 2016. Pastor Mi-
guel & Betty Funes accepted 
the invitation of Pastor Junior 
Gardner and Morristown Wes-
leyan Church to start a His-
panic church in their building.  

This new Hispanic congre-
gation has been averaging 
about 25 in attendance since 
beginning in August. Pastor 
Miguel is prayerfully training 
and preparing a replacement 
pastor to move to Morristown 
to continue the work, while 
living and working in the area. 

Pastor Carlos and Yolanda 
Ortiz Modesti from Iglesia 
Mishkan Lugar de Adoracion 
in Lebanon TN have led their 
local congregation in planting 

a new 
church in 
Murfrees-
boro. The 
new con-
gregation 
has been 

averaging 50 and is hoping to 
rent a larger more permanent 
facility in the future.  

As God has blessed these 
churches and pastors, they 

have caught a vision for ex-
panding their inuence and 
reaching people for Christ in 
other locations. Iglesia Cami-
nando and Iglesia Mishkan 
have funded these new works 
on their own. God has blessed 
their steps of faith, generosity, 

and hard 
work. More 
lives are be-
ing trans-
formed and 
more minis-
try taking 
place in 
more places.  
Our prayer is 
that God’s 

Spirit will move upon all our 
District churches with renew-
ing and reviving fervor — so 
we see the lost and do more 
to multiply His kingdom here 
on earth! Onward and Up-
ward for Him! ··· 

— Pastor Miguel Funez 
EMAIL miguelfunes_tn 

@hotmail.com 
FB facebook.com/Iglesia-

Cristiana-Caminando- 
Con-Jesus 

 
— Pastor Carlos Ortiz Modesti 

EMAIL carlosortizmodesti 
@yahoo.com 

FB facebook.com/Iglesia- 
Mishkan-in-Lebanon 

 Iglesia Mishkan Murfreesboro TN 

Pastor Carlos & Yolanda Ortiz Modesti Church Plant in Sept 2016 

 
Iglesia Caminando con Jesus Morristown TN 

Pastor Miguel & Betty Funes  Church Plant in August 2016 
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O ur District Best Year’s 
Fellowship (BYF) Retreat 

in Maysville KY is specically 
designated for those 50+ 
who are still young at heart. 
It features games ranging 
from corn hole and croquet 
to Scrabble, crafts, spelling 
bee (with some funny 
twists), and other fun activi-
ties, coupled with good 
meals, fellowship and ser-
vices with singing and devo-
tionals twice daily. They usu-
ally also have a Banquet, 
Singspiration, and Awards 
Presentation. 

While DS Aaron Sherman 
and his wife Hannah are far 
from meeting the age require-
ments, he says that he nds it 
“important to drop in on the 
older set at this event to mon-
itor their behavior and activi-
ties. They tend to get a little 
rowdy without appropriate 
supervision.” 

The Retreat runs from 
Wednesday to Saturday. BYF 
Director, Rev. Ralph Ferree, 
was pleased with increased 
attendance this year, a great-
er number attending from 
Tennessee, and a good num-
ber of individuals attending 
for the rst time. Those who 
attend have a great time.  

Many testied that the 
Thursday evening service was 
the best they had been in for 
many years, as God’s pres-
ence was very real and the 
hearts of the congregation 
was stirred. A number testi-
ed to God using the guest 
speakers, Rev. Bud and Carol 
Allman to minister directly to 
their needs. 

The Retreat had a patriotic 
theme this year celebrating 
Glorious Freedom. At the Ban-
quet, Bro. Sherman was 
“drafted” to join the guest 
speaker and male members 
of the Retreat Committee 
(Ralph Ferree, Ben Colburn 
and Joe Castle) in wearing 
sparkly red, white and blue 
bow ties, that ashed red LED 
lights as you wore them. Their 
wives were decorated with 
gaudy trinkets in patriotic col-
ors as well. It was quite an 
interesting experience — and 
as our DS put it, “not some-
thing HQ told me was part of 
my job requirements when I 
accepted this position!” 

However, a good time was 
had by all! If you are over 50 
and want to attend an event 
where you will laugh till your 
sides hurt and then cry as you 
are moved upon by God’s 
presence – all in the company 
of like-minded, similar condi-
tioned folks – make sure to 
attend next year’s Retreat. 
Ralph and his team do a great 
job coordinating and directing 
this special time! ··· 

T he Fall Ladies Retreat in 
the Cumberland Grove 

Retreat Center is headed up 
by Sue Lower and is always a 
highlight of our Fall District 
Calendar.  

This year there were 74 
participants, which is only two 
less than the record number 
attending ever! The number in 
attendance is even more 
noteworthy considering that 
several churches and over a 
dozen individuals who nor-
mally attend this event every 
year were not there due to 
weddings, moving, illness, etc.  

Once again there was a 
good representation from a 
number of churches across all 
three states that make up our 
District. The ladies and teen 
girls had a great time and 
there were many reports 
shared of how God met needs 
and ministered to hearts at 
the gathering.  ··· 

 

Many Needs Met at Fall Retreats 
Noteworthy News 
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O ur District Ministerial 
Retreat was Oct. 20-22 at 

Cumberland Grove Retreat 
Center in Jamestown TN. This 
was a wonderful time of min-
istry to our ministers. There 
were over 80 in attendance 
and according to feedback 
received and surveys collect-
ed, truly a good, blessed and 
benecial time was had by all. 

Dr. Dan Leroy, recently re-
tired District Superintendent 
of the North Carolina East 
District of The Wesleyan 
Church was our guest speak-
er. He brought messages of 
challenge, encouragement 
and hope. Visiting with Dan 
and his wife Cynthia was a 
blessing for all of us. Their 
warmhearted and caring na-
ture made even those who 
were meeting them for the 
rst time feel like they were 
old friends. 

Worship was led by pastors 
MC Tolbert, Steve Willingham 
and David Durst. Special mu-
sic was provided by Tim 
Linick, Elaine Banther, 
Veronne and Vonetta Carter, 
Emily Stepp, Ben and Sue Col-
burn, Steve Johns and Ralph 
Ferree. Sue Lower led a great 
night of fun and games (you 
should see Donna Williams 
preparing to parachute from a 
plane, Nick Errico wash an 
elephant in a car wash, and 
Steve Johns, Anton Folz and 
Veronne Carter shoot pop 
cans with rubber bands. 

During Friday afternoon 
free time, the group split up 
for antiquing, a guided tour of 
the Sgt. Alvin York home in 
nearby Pall Mall, bowling (we 

rented the whole facility, so 
while there were reports of 
some wild behavior, it appar-
ently was all caused by those 
within our own group!!!), craft 
class led by Holly Miller, and 
hiking at Pickett State Park. 
Some rested and napped, 
some enjoyed corn hole and 
conversation, and a least one 
minister sat in a super-sized 
high chair and drank from a 
bottle — we really believe in 
pampering our preachers! 

Marilyn Bishop led a special 
time for Pastor’s wives, there 
were testimonies of praise 
and times of sharing concerns 
and praying one for another. 
Juanita Schick and her family 
(Custer KY) provided delicious 
meals, and Pauline Wood and 
Mary Gilreath (United Wesley-
an, Jamestown TN) provided 
yummy nighttime snacks. Ten 
restaurant gift cards were 
given out at the sessions in a 
number of unique and differ-
ent ways (who knew Ronnie 

Hamilton can moo like a cow, 
Vonetta Carter can quack like 
a duck, Randy Bishop can 
crow like a rooster and Sue 
Colburn does amazing sheep 
imitations!)  According to sur-
veys that were turned in at 
the end of the Retreat the top 
four blessings were:  
1) Dr. Dan Leroy’s ministry 
2) Times of corporate wor-
ship, special music and shar-
ing joys and concerns 
3) Meals together and fellow-

ship around the table 
4) Friday Free Time Activities 

There was a lot of laughter, 
joy, and sharing. One pastor 
summed it up in the Saturday 
morning session by stating, 
“I’m leaving more refreshed 
and encouraged than I have 
been in about 3 years…”  

We thank God for making 
this such a time of blessing, 
for each one who helped 
make it a reality and for those 
who attended and made it a 
success by participating! ··· 

 

Transformative Ministerial Retreat 
Noteworthy News 
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O ur District has a rich her-
itage of Camp Meeting 

ministering to our churches 
and people. Cumberland 
Grove Camp recently celebrat-
ed 80 years of ministry and 
Maysville Camp celebrates 75 
years of being used by God to 
impact lives for Him.  

This past year, District 
Camps and Retreats on our 
grounds ministered to over 
1000 individuals in attend-
ance. Our Youth and Kids 
Camps and Retreats are grow-
ing and thriving with more 
and more being ministered to 
each year.  

We praise God for how he 
is using these arms of minis-
try to transform and impact 
our District and share two 
testimonies to encourage 
your prayer and support of 
these events. ··· 

M aysville Wesleyan 
Camp is a HUGE part of 

my life. It’s what I look for-
ward to every year. Every kid 
has a special place growing 
up, well mine is the 
campground. One year when I 
was 8, I chose two 
more days of 
Camp over going 
to a popular 
amusement park. 
I wouldn’t miss 
Camp for anything 
– even vacation!  

It’s not just the 
grounds that are 
special, but the 
people who minister, love, 
and care. I honestly would be 
nowhere spiritually without 
camp meeting – it’s where I 
was saved, it’s a soul chang-
ing, life changing experience.  

The messages at Maysville 
Wesleyan Youth Camp 2016 
were heart softening and 

heart changing for me. I en-
joyed the time with friends 
and all the fun, but it seriously 
changed me. The theme was 
that God wants you to love 
Him wholeheartedly.  

Romans 12:2 …”No longer 
conform to the pat-
terns of this world, 
but be TRANS-
FORMED by the 
renewing of your 
mind, then you will 
be able to test and 
approve what God’s 
good and perfect 
will is.” I learned to 
“Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength.” (Deut. 
6:5) I learned lessons from 
scripture about surrender, 
obedience, trusting and per-
severance. I am thankful for 
the real, soul helping sermons 
and how God has used Camp 
to change my life. ··· 

District Camp Impact 

God Uses Camps to Transform Lives! 
 

 

A Life Changing Experience  
by Alyssa Turner  

Salem Ridge Wesleyan Church — Brooksville KY 
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I t would be impossible to 
convey how much Cumber-

land Grove Camp means to 
me and my family. I started 
coming to the night services 
when I was just a little girl. I 
would sit back and watch eve-
rything going on, and wish I 
could be a part of it all.  

A little later I started com-
ing and staying on the 
grounds during the week of 
Camp, and it was like Heaven 
to me. I loved it! I made many 
new friends and eventually 
started dating my future hus-
band through the Camp.  

One of the rst things Rob 
and I did as husband and wife 
was to sing for the Youth 
Camp shortly after we were 
married.  

A short time later, when 
Satan came in and tried to 
destroy our marriage, God 
used this Camp and it’s peo-
ple to minister to us, and to 
help put our family back to-
gether. A few years down the 

road, when we lost a child, I 
was able to pray at Cumber-
land Grove’s altar and gain 
victory over the pain of that 
loss. When my heart longed 
to become a stay at home 
mom, the ladies of this camp 
covered me with prayer and 
saw it become a reality.  

Many times we have 
prayed around the camp al-
tars and God has heard the 
cries of our hearts. We have 
raised our boys going to camp 
and have watched them grow 
to love it as much as we do. 
We have seen them pray here 
and gain spiritual ground in 
their lives. They have worked 
alongside us getting ready for 
camps and during camps, it is 
a huge part of their lives.  

I will be forever grateful to 
God and Cumberland Grove 
Camp for the vital role it has 
played in our lives. I hope it 
will continue to be used of 
God to see lives transformed 
forevermore.  ··· 

A s a District we celebrate 
the many individuals that 

have been changed as God 
has used Camps as a place of 
ministry and blessing. We nev-
er want to sustain something 
only for the sake of tradition 
or heritage, but rejoice when 
God continues to use District 
events to be a transforming 
catalyst in so many spiritual 
journeys. A number of our 
current pastors were saved, 
sanctied or called to ministry 
at Camp. Lay people enjoy 
fellowship and connection 
with others across the District 
at Camp. The Spirit of God 
moves among us — encourag-
ing, refreshing, challenging, 
and speaking to us at Camp. 
Why even our DS as a young 
person, met his wonderful 

wife at Camp! In many ways 
and for many reasons God 
has used Camps. As long as 
He continues to bless and 
use our Camps, we hope 
you will continue to cover 
them with your prayers, 
support them with your 
nances, and attend them 
for the spiritual nourish-
ment and transformation 
they provide. Camp Season 
2017 will start soon — let’s 
each ask God how He 
wants us to be involved and 
prepare for a moving of His 
Spirit in our midst. Onward 
and Upward for Him! ··· 

 

 

A Vital Role 
by Julie Lower  

United Wesleyan Church — Jamestown 



 

Coming Soon in the KY-TN District  
Mar 3-5 ----------------------------------------------------------------- Spring Youth Retreat, Jamestown TN 

Mar 6 ----------------------------- Southern DS/Pastor Meeting, Monterey Wesleyan, 1pm Central 

Mar 7 -------------------------------- Eastern DS/Pastor Meeting, Olive Hill Wesleyan, 1 pm Eastern  

Mar 9 ----------------------------- Northern DS/Pastor Meeting, Frankfort Wesleyan 1 pm Eastern 

Mar 10 --------------------------------- Western DS/Pastor Meeting, Trinity Wesleyan, 1pm Eastern 

Mar 16 ------------------------------------------------------------------------- DBA Meeting, Elizabethtown KY 

Apr 1 ----------------------------------- STEM — Spring Training for Excellent Ministry, Lexington KY 

Apr 6-8 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- Men’s Retreat, Jamestown TN 

June 8-9 --------------------------------------------------------------------- Spring Ladies Retreat, Wilmore KY 

June 19-23 ----------------------------------------------- Cumberland Grove Kids Camp, Jamestown TN 

June 26-30 -------------------------------------------------------------- Maysville Youth Camp, Maysville KY 

July 2-9 ------------------------------------------------- Cumberland Grove Family Camp, Jamestown TN 

July 3-7 -------------------------------------------------- Cumberland Grove Youth Camp, Jamestown TN 

July 10-14 ------------------------------------------------------------------ Maysville Kids Camp, Maysville KY 

July 20 --------------------------------------------------------------------- DBA Meal & Meeting, Lexington KY 

July 21 ----------------------------------------------------------------------- District Conference, Lexington KY 

July 24-30 --------------------------------------------------------------- Maysville Family Camp, Maysville KY 

Rev. Aaron P. Sherman 
District Superintendent 

3677 Gloucester Drive 
Lexington, KY 40510 

FB  KY-TN District of The Wesleyan Church  
EMAIL  kytndistrict@gmail.com 

WEB  kytnwesleyan.com 
OFFICE  859.259.3209 


