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hristopher Baldwin was 
resisting a church-planting 
call when God asked, “Why 
won’t you plant a church?” He 

prayed and had to admit, “I can’t plant a 
church because I don’t love people like 
you love people.” He wept realizing he 
could not do this unless he really loved 
broken people. But he prayed, “OK, I will 
do it.” Since then the Spirit has filled his 
heart with the love he knew he needed. 
 Christopher and Tammy Baldwin 
had met at a home Bible study led 
by coach and mentor Skip Lord of 
Houghton College. Tammy knew right 
away they should be together, but didn’t 
tell Christopher she was called to be a 
pastor’s wife. She was not surprised when 
he switched to a Bible major. 

 After getting married, they went to 
Asbury Seminary. While there, Tammy 
became convinced that a woman could 
be a minister. She earned a counseling 
degree and completed her ministerial 
training. Today they are both serving as 
ordained Wesleyan pastors at The Vine, 
in Depew, N.Y., a Buffalo suburb. 
 While a student, Christopher built 
a strong relationship with Eastern Hills 
Wesleyan Church that included a great 
mentoring experience with Senior Pastor 
Karl Eastlack. Christopher joined the 
staff after graduating from seminary. 
He was also senior pastor at Levant 
Wesleyan Church in Jamestown, N.Y., 
before being called to church plant.  

C

B Y  K E R R Y  K I N D

the Vine
Where true love takes root, 

fruit is multiplied.
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Eastern Hills Wesleyan Church was 
planting The Vine as a daughter church 
in 2005 and the Baldwins were appointed 
to lead. Starting with 120 people from 
Eastern Hills as a launch team, The Vine 
averaged 277 in attendance the first 
year, and grew to 350. But opposition 
and threatened lawsuits about meeting 
in public schools forced them to seek 
a more permanent location. Three 
difficult attempts to purchase property 
fell through, and so many people became 
discouraged that their attendance dropped 
to 80 after five years. 

The Baldwins strongly 
considered closing the 
church.
But God used a prayer supporter to bring 
them hope with a vision from God. That 
coincided with great encouragement 
that came from the Wesleyan pastors’ 
“Gathering” in Orlando in January 2011. 
They returned changed and quietly moved 
forward. Their prayer life and the prayer 
life of the church became totally different 
that spring, and everyone sensed the Spirit 
moving. 
 They ceased all programs (except 
Sunday worship) for a time, to just come 
together and pray. They paired newer 
believers with established members in 
groups of 2-3 in discipling relationships 
for one year. There was a sense of 
expectancy. Then the current facility, a 
former Catholic church, became available 
in May, 2011. Wesleyan Investment 
Foundation believed in them, and helped 
them invest in the church.

 Now, six years after the “restart,” 
they have gradually grown until they 
are averaging 345 with high days of 400. 
Prayer is still the core. Christopher has 
led prayer conferences for a network of 
churches of all denominations in the 
Buffalo area. The prayer network has also 
developed into a church-planting network, 
which is expecting to plant 8-10 churches 
in the Buffalo area each year.
 The signature ministries of The 
Vine are prayer, outreach, and discipling. 
If people do not get linked into good 
relationships, they can easily drift away. 
The two big ways that new people get 
strongly connected are in small groups 
and having a role in serving others. 
The Vine comes into contact with people 
in numerous community events. Also, 
their hearts were broken for people who 
struggle with addictions, and they are 
serving alongside Christian addiction 
programs that have a 70-75 percent 
success rate. The Vine’s reputation in the 
community has blossomed.

 Christopher is a visionary and 
Tammy is an organizer. She oversees 
and supports lay people who are leading 
women’s ministries, children’s ministries, 
first-impressions ministries (Sundays), 
adult discipleship, outreach ministries, 
and especially prayer ministries.  

Multiplication is 
part of their organic 
culture, with disciples 

making disciples, and 
leaders reproducing 

leaders.
 In the hard years, they felt they were 
constantly hitting a brick wall. But with 
the foundation of prayer, they now see the 
Lord multiplying amazing opportunities 
and trusting them with people and 
ministry partnerships that they could only 
dream of before. 

Tammy and Christopher, gifted church planters, 
still find that prayer is the key for it is God who 
makes people new.

The former Catholic 
Church, an Augustinian 
Chapel built in 1956, 
was renovated in 
2011 by The Vine, a 
Wesleyan church.
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Member:

he mission of the church is 
nothing more and nothing less 
than a mission of discipleship. 

Almost everything we could talk about 
passionately in regards to the church 
could be covered under the heading 
“discipleship.” When we talk about 
discipleship, we are not talking about 
some sub-set of ministries in the church; 
we are not talking about an office in the 
Wesleyan headquarters building. No, 
instead, we are talking about everything 
we do in an intentional way to become 
more like Christ, and everything we do in 
obedience to Matthew 28:18-20: “. . . go 
and make disciples of all nations.” I want 
to invite you, as you read these pages in 
Wesleyan Life, to join the movement of 
disciple-making. 

This is why we make a big deal about 
celebrating every time a disciple makes 
a disciple and a church multiplies 
itself. As former North Carolina East 
District Superintendent Dan Leroy has 
said, “You’re either a missionary or you 
need one.” We engage in this work of 
multiplying disciples until The Wesleyan 
Church has a transforming presence in 
every zip code or town around you.

The making of disciples is not superficial 
or consumeristic. Rather, it taps into the 
deep love of Jesus (Eph. 3:18) and we 
reproduce followers of Christ without 
forcing it; his love is naturally contagious. 

Those who disciple others are not “holier 
than thou.” We are the broken ones who 
are coming to know wholeness in Jesus 
(Ps. 51:17, 147:3; 2 Cor. 4:7).

To make another disciple is the 

most real and obvious obedience 

in the Christian life. 

It’s about another person’s personal walk 
with God, hearing his voice through the 
Word and in the heart.

• Discipleship is that most radical 
hospitality that doesn’t just tolerate 
people, but invites them into 
fellowship.

• Discipleship is the most radical 
reconciliation, for the Spirit makes 
a way for diverse people to reach a 
unity that is unattainable by other 
means.

• Discipleship is the most radical 
worship, one that sings from the soul.

Discipleship is Christianity. 

All of it.

Through the joyful obedience of 
discipling others, the Spirit will be at 
work and he will truly transform lives, 
churches, and communities with the hope 
and holiness of Jesus Christ.

T

DR. WAYNE SCHMIDT
General Superintendent

 The Wesleyan Church



Look for these icons
for bonus digital media

@WESLEYANCHURCH

FACEBOOK.COM/THEWESLEYANCHURCH

INSTAGRAM.COM/WESLEYANCHURCH WESLEYAN.LIFE

IN THIS ISSUE

 STORY
   ON THE COVER

02 The Vine in Depew, N.Y. 
06 New life in upstate New York
16 Making all things new:
 person to person 

 VISION
04 Unleashed disciples

 TEACHING
12 Avoiding artificial maturity
14 22 Truths: Tim Elmore
22 Directions for spiritual growth

 NEWS
24 Movement over model
26 College and university
27 International
30 Remembered

CHRISTIAN

WESLEYAN.LIFE

Discover and share 
more transformational 

stories of lives being 
made new in Christ. 



6 WINTER 2017 /  www.wesleyan.life  

Wild Wednesday
in Cuba
Cuba, New York, population 1,575, is in 
a very rural area of Western New York 
District. Rev. Jon and Ashley Ward were 
called to North Park Wesleyan Church 
more than a decade ago, and when they 
arrived, it felt like coming home. 
 Jon received ministerial preparation at 
Indiana Wesleyan University and Asbury 
Seminary, and had previous ministry 
experience with Rev. Mike Hilson, a friend 
and mentor in Maryland. But this call 
and this town seemed to introduce him to 
himself. 
 North Park is known every Labor 
Day weekend for calling off church and 
working to beautify the town. Instead of 
having a worship service, they worship 
by serving, and they call it “Love Cuba.” 
They have weeded Main Street and filled 
two truckloads with weeds, painted fire 
hydrants, fenced the ball park, etc. 
 Senior Pastor Jon has come to believe 
that the best way to make new disciples 
there is to invest in children’s ministries. 
On “Wild Wednesday” each week in the 
afternoon, the church is now filled with 
bus and van loads of children coming 
from school. Their parents have agreed 
for their kids to participate in a “released 
time” program for Christian teaching. 
 Pastor Megan Cusumano was 
a layperson in the church who was 

passionate about children’s ministry. She 
became an ordained minister and now 
serves as children’s pastor. Since 2010 
there have been over 200 salvation 
decisions in children’s and youth 
ministry, and the number of children 
on their rolls has tripled. Ignite youth 
ministry also meets on Wednesdays, led 
by homegrown youth pastor, Rob Grimes. 
During that time the overall attendance 
on Sunday morning has gradually grown 
from 110 to 170, which is over 50 percent 
growth. Scores of unchurched parents 
think of North Park as “my church.” They 
say they love the church even though 
they might only come for weddings and 
funerals. 

 Recently, the leadership team 
envisioned a new ministry for the 
non-attenders, called “Test Drive.” On 
Wednesday evenings, adults who might 
want to test drive church, but may have 
hurdles about coming to the church 
building, are invited to The Perfect Blend, 
a local coffee shop that is a popular 
hangout. Jon is hopeful the coffee shop 
will create the needed bridge for the 
adults. 

Rev. Jon Ward, senior pastor of North Park, 
is trusted throughout the Cuba community. 
Rev. Megan Cusumano has helped lead 
hundreds of children to Christ.

Watch video of kids 
on Wild Wednesday
wesleyan.life/upstate
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Historic Lockport
A vital congregation in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church in the early days of 
the denomination, Lockport Wesleyan 
Church is located about 20 miles from 
Niagara Falls. The 19th century stone 
church is scenic, but by 2008, attendance 
had dwindled to about 12 people. Rev. 
Matthew Rose, an assistant pastor at Hess 
Road Wesleyan Church ten miles away, 
was asked if he would preach there early 
on Sunday mornings before returning to 
his Hess Road ministry. His senior pastor 
Joe Payne was pleased to give him that 
opportunity. 
 After attending Kingswood 
University, Matthew returned to his 
home church, Hess Road, to serve on 

staff beginning in 2003. From 2008-
2015, Matthew and his wife, Katie, made 
the trip to Lockport early each Sunday 
morning, but not a great deal happened. 
After seven years, there were still only 16-
20 older adults attending. Matthew told 
himself that there was no way to grow 
anyway. The building was neglected with 
a leaky roof, piles of accumulated wet 
junk, and all spaces unusable except for 
the small sanctuary where the services 
were held. 
 The turning point was early 2015. 
A member offered $30,000 to help fund 
a renovation project. Other members 
contributed as well. Now there was space 
for children’s ministries, meals, etc. The 
renovations created momentum, and 
Matthew knew he had to grow his vision. 
He and Katie began to dream. They 
thought about a Sunday evening service 
that would reach a broader demographic.
 Soon they opened an evening 
service called “The Refinery.” Friends 
from Hess Road helped form a band and 
also lead the children’s ministry, and the 
sanctuary was redecorated with artistic, 
contemporary themes. They also offered 
an evening meal, usually pizza. Today the 
early Sunday morning service is much 
the same, but Sunday night sees 30 for 
supper and fellowship, and 50 people for 
the worship hour. About 15 of those are 
children. People have gotten saved, and 
the church has new life.

 Matthew shares how, a few years ago 
he happened to attend a retreat alongside 
Dr. Wayne Schmidt. Wayne encouraged 
him to believe that so much more could 
be done at the Lockport church and 
Matthew has not forgotten.

Rev. Matthew Rose accepted the 
challenge of transforming a church that 
appeared to be ending its life cycle.

Matthew knew he 
had to grow in
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Hornell: 
“I don’t have a church"
Rev. Doug and Terrah Jones planted New 
Hope Wesleyan Church in Hornell, N.Y., 
a town of 8,000, just five years ago. Doug 
grew up in the area. He was discipled 
and mentored by Rev. Jim Bence, former 
pastor and district superintendent for 
Central New York District. Doug attended 
Houghton College, then served in the 
military. When he returned, he went on 
the staff at rural Buena Vista Wesleyan 
Church for 13 years. When Buena Vista 
decided to plant a daughter church in 
Hornell, 11 miles away, Doug and Terrah 
were ready. 

 They began with a launch team of 
70 people (35 adults) from Buena Vista. 
Since then, they have bought a 1930’s 
Catholic Church building and remodeled 
it. In the fourth year, they averaged 248 in 
attendance.
 Folks ask him, “How is your church 
doing?” He answers, “I don’t have a 
church. This is a God-thing. God has a 
great church here, and together our people 
partner with God in eternal work.” 
 An important ministry tool for the 
church is Discipleship Essentials: A Guide 
to Building Your Life in Christ, by Greg 
Ogden. Doug said, “It’s a great catechism. 
It’s foundational for us.” 
 Doug feels that the church building 
is like the locker room where the team 
trains. But the real work goes on outside 
the walls where they meet people. They 

have children’s programs, but other 
than that, they don’t want to run a lot of 
programs in the church. They have gifted 
people, but Doug wants them to use 
ministry time to build relationships and 
invite people who need Jesus Christ into 
their lives. 
 The church is known for serving the 
city in practical ways. They repair unsafe 
structures, do cleanups, and repair cars 
for people who need help. These services 
contribute to their mission of reaching 
people. They also open their facility for 
community groups to use: Taekwondo 
Club, Bone Builders Club, etc. The idea 
is to knock down barriers and build 
relationships that God can use. 
 Some church planters might be 
satisfied to reach 250 in attendance. But 
for Doug, his first thought is: “Are there 
unsaved people in Hornell? The mission 
has just begun. Each person needs an 
opportunity to respond to the good news.” 

Rev. Doug Jones is passionate 
about meeting and talking to 
people who don't yet know Christ.

building is like 
the locker room 
where the team 

trains. 
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Besides missions, some of Victory 
Highway’s signature ministries include:

• Small groups called community 
groups. There are over 60 groups and 
so many wonderful stories of changed 
lives there. 

• Sunday morning services, especially 
high Sundays, are the front door of the 
church. They go all out for Easter and 
Christmas. Over 2,400 attended Easter. 
Last Christmas, 4,700 attended seven 
services over four days. 

• Discipleship influenced by The 
Purpose-Driven Church model. 
Training each member in knowing 
Christ, growing through spiritual 
disciplines, serving, and sharing faith.

• Children’s ministries. Many of their 
best lay leaders work in the area of 
children’s ministries. Children of 
visiting families are often heard saying, 
"We have to go back!"

• Serving. Their goal is that every 
member have a serving role. Right 
now, 55 percent of all adult and teen 
attenders serve, and the number is 
growing. 

As in all healthy churches, Victory 
Highway is deeply involved in serving 
their community. They even cancelled 
Sunday morning church (moved it to 
Saturday night) to support a major city 
event, a marathon race, and contributed 
hundreds of volunteers for the event. 
And there are a dozen other projects 
like helping build a home for women 
who have been rescued from trafficking, 
renovating distressed properties, and 
filling backpacks with hats and gloves and 
supplies for school kids. 
 As one pastor said, “The key to 
everything is sharing the love of Christ, 
and the joy of seeing people saved.”

Victory Highway
Imagine, in the town of Painted Post in 
Central New York District, an evangelical 
church that averages 1,600 in attendance. 
That church is Victory Highway Wesleyan. 
And their vision goes far beyond the 
Painted Post/Corning area. They have a 
¼ million dollar missions budget, send 
10 mission teams overseas every year, and 
10 percent of their capital campaigns go 
straight into missions projects. 
 Rev. Paul Piraino (with wife 
Christine) leads a staff of a dozen pastors 
in a community that is mostly made up 
of Catholic, de-churched, or unchurched 
people. He gives credit to former pastors: 
great men with great vision. But Paul is 
clearly loved and highly respected deeply 
by his staff and lay leaders. 

Rev. Paul Piraino, 
senior pastor of Victory 

Highway, is making a 
massive impact for Christ 

in Painted Post, N.Y.

The key to everything 
is sharing Christ's
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• AVO I D I N G •

• MATU R I T Y •

had a most intriguing 
conversation with a 

recent college graduate. 

Aubrey told me she’d come to 
faith during her sophomore 
year but felt she’d plateaued 
in her growth since finishing 
school. In her words:

“I did great spiritually when I 
had my friends around all the 
time, when I could stay up late 
talking about God and life and 
faith—but now, it’s hard. I got 
totally stressed out trying to find 
an apartment and looking for a 
job that I actually liked. Now, I 
can’t find a church that fits who 
I am. Is it supposed to be this 
hard? I still believe in God, but 
I don’t feel as close to him as 
I did last year. What’s wrong 
with me?”

Actually, there may 
be nothing wrong 
with Aubrey. She’s 
quite normal.

I meet graduates all the time 
who are attempting to navigate 
life after college. Things don’t 
fall into place like imagined or 
promised. God seems distant. 
Passion has evaporated. Your 
sense of mission has been 
eclipsed by the reality of paying 
off debt and making life work. 
Sometimes, you even question 
your own maturity. 

I

B Y  T I M  E L M O R E
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Factors
at Play
The fact is, we live in a culture that fosters what I call 
“artificial maturity.” It’s not anyone’s fault. It’s happened 
as an unintended consequence due to two realities that have 
surfaced since the dawn of the 21st century:

We are over-exposed to information 
far earlier than we’re ready.

We are under-exposed to real life 
experiences far later than we’re ready.

Consider how society has evolved. Everyone has access 
to information from pre-school days onward. In a recent 
publication of the journal, Pediatrics, researchers found 
“almost universal exposure” to tablets and the use of 
smartphones (mobile devices) among young children as early 
as one year old.
 At the same time, adults have shifted their parenting 
styles. You are likely aware of it. Parents give trophies to kids 
just for participating. They decided to keep their kids safe 
by preventing risks, hovering over them like a helicopter, 
and encouraged more activities instead of taking a job while 
in school. In short, school years do not emulate what real 
life looks like after graduation. Parents have done a much 
better job protecting than preparing. Far too frequently, we’ve 
prepared the path for the child and not the child for the path.

So, what’s the result for 
young professionals after 
graduation?

There are high levels of anxiety. Consuming lots of 
information (a thousand messages a day) but with little real-
life experience can create a false sense of confidence while 
in school. Consuming content without context is dangerous. 
Information without application stunts growth. As twenty-
somethings encounter adulthood, it’s a reality check. Maturity 
might have been artificial. I spoke to a psychologist recently 
who’s diagnosed three young clients this way: “High arrogance, 
low self-esteem.” Too many university deans have said to me, 
“Twenty-six is the new eighteen.”  

The reasons for the rising anxiety 
vary. Dr. Jean Twenge, professor 
of psychology at San Diego State 
University, says in Generation 
Me [2014] it’s mostly due to the 
expansion of materialism and the 
decline of quality relationships. 
 I agree, but believe there’s 
another reason–too much 
information and not enough 
application. We know more than 
we do. 
 Whatever the reason, however, 
it’s time we find a solution.

The Fork 
IN the 
Road
If you are a young adult in this 
situation, there are two glaring 
options. First, you can walk away 
from faith. A 2015 Pew Research 
Center survey found that, as 
time goes on, the large share of 
religiously unaffiliated Millennials 
is increasing measurably. A high 
percentage of younger members—
those I call Generation iY, who 
were born since 1990—are 
religious “nones” (saying they’re 
atheists or agnostics, or their 
religion is “nothing in particular”). 
They just gave up. Sadly, I know 
a young woman who planned to 
become a nun but instead became 
a “none.”
 The other option is to walk 
toward deeper faith, instead of 
walk away.

I’m concerned 
that we didn’t get 
you ready for life. 

In my book, Generation 
iY, I relayed the results of a 
landmark 2007 American 
College Health Association 
study. The conclusions were 
sobering:

• 94 percent of students 
reported feeling 
“overwhelmed” by their 
lifestyles.

• 44 percent said they were 
so overwhelmed it was 
difficult to function.

• Almost 10 percent had 
considered suicide in the 
last year. 

A decade later, I wondered if 
the young adult situation had 
improved. Had they learned 
to cope with a world filled 
with technology, materialism, 
and demands on their time? 
I was hopeful, but alas, the 
reality has become more 
challenging. There are now 
greater levels of anxiety than 
ever before. From a spiritual 
perspective, it’s caused many 
young adults to get “stuck.”

1

2
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 This is the road less traveled, but it is the road 
most rewarding. When young believers embrace 
the hardship that comes with following Jesus, when 
you run to the roar and face your fears, doubts, and 
confusion—you end up stronger and more resilient 
in the long run. You stop looking outward for others 
to blame, and instead look inward and own your 
growth. You toss your illusions aside that life should 
be easy, that things should always go your way. You 
avoid becoming an emotionally brittle young adult 
and become a vibrant, obedient, spiritual person who 
can serve as a compass for others.

Authentic 
maturity:

TRUTHS I wish I had 
embraced when I was 22

If you’ve plateaued in your spiritual journey, ask 
yourself: Is there a gap between what I know and what I 
do? Your answer will impact your intimacy with God.
 So, may I be a temporary mentor as you walk toward 
faith? I’d like to offer you 22 simple truths that I have 
found foster authentic maturity, rather than artificial 
maturity, in my life:

1. You should learn to fail early.

2. Your knowledge of Jesus should not surpass your 
obedience to Jesus.

3. No one owes you anything.

4. Work ethic is the most important skill to take into 
your career.

5. Every decision has a benefit or a consequence.

6. God draws near to you when you draw near to him.

7. You should view happiness as a by-product not a 
pursuit.

8. Taking responsibility for yourself is actually 
liberating.

9. You will never grow without a struggle.

10. Maturity demands that you get 
over yourself.

11. Your EQ (emotional 
intelligence) is more important 
than your IQ.

12. You will sabotage yourself if 
you cannot delay gratification.

13. Life is not fair and not 
everyone wins.

14. Healthy self-esteem requires 
achievement not just 
affirmation.

15. Be willing to serve the coffee 
(small tasks) in order to get 
ahead.

16. Making progress will always 
mean taking risks.

17. You must find your identity 
in Jesus, not in anything that 
can be taken away. 

18. Spiritual brokenness leads to 
growth; surrender actually 
enables you to win.

19. Growth and success will 
likely take longer than you 
think it will. 

20. The first person you must 
learn to lead . . . is yourself.

21. Relationships with God and 
people are priority one and 
two.

22. The practice is the reward. 
Learn to enjoy the journey.

Not long ago, Danny came to me seeking some advice on his spiritual 
life and career. He was stuck. I loved his humility and transparency as we 
conversed. When I asked Danny if he knew the Lord, he reflected for a 
moment, then said, “Well, I met him once. But now . . . I’d like to really 
get to know him.”
 May that be our perspective from this day forward.

The other option is to 
walk toward deeper faith, 

instead of walk away.

22

DR. TIM ELMORE
International speaker, president of Growing Leaders 
(GrowingLeaders.com), and best-selling author of more than 
30 books, including his latest, Generation iY: Secrets to 
Connecting With Teens & Young Adults in the Digital Age.

Generation iY
Buy the book http://amzn.to/2fQvcxG
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esleyans hold a wonderfully 
broad view of salvation. We 
understand salvation is not 

just a move in eternal destination but 
the full work of the Holy Spirit in our 

lives, transforming and restoring. 
John Wesley described it as “the 
entire work of God, from the first 

dawning of grace in the soul, till it 
is consummated in glory” (sermon: 
“The Scripture Way of Salvation”). 

C O L L E E N  D E R R

W

PERSON
TO

PERSON
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The first time I was discipled I 
didn’t even know it was happening. 
I placed my faith in Christ on 
a high school mission trip. 
My youth pastor, Mike, then 
began to disciple me. It started 
with relationship–we simply 
hung out. He began to talk 
about how he pursued God 

God calls us to holiness of heart and life, a holiness that 
is only possible through grace and our response by faith. 
The Holy Spirit comes to us where we are to do a work 
in us through grace. The full work of God’s grace and 
our response by faith is the process of being “made new.” 

 How does this transformation of heart and 
life occur? How are people made new? Through 

the miraculous work of the Holy Spirit, our faith 
response launches us on a journey of discipleship. 

Learning to be a disciple, a follower of Jesus, 
is made possible by the work of the Holy 

Spirit, our faithful obedience, and the 
community of believers. The following are 

Wesley Seminary students and alumni 
testimonials of how they have witnessed 
the power of grace and the response by 
faith, making disciples.

through prayer and reading the Bible. 
He showed me what it looked like to live 

with Christ at the center of my life and 
then invited me into the things that would 

help me live a fruitful Christian life. I read 
the Bible. I jumped into a small group and 

had Christian fellowship. Then Mike invited 
me to be part of the student ministry worship 

team, and I began to serve and invite my 
friends. Years later I realized Mike had discipled 

me without my full knowledge, and it had been 
life-changing and life-giving.

• Dan Vander Wal, campus pastor at  
12Stone Church, Lawrenceville, Ga.

DISCIPLESHIP 
THROUGH 
RELATIONSHIP

John Wesley spoke of the movements of 
God’s grace. Not that God’s grace changes, 
but our spiritual location does.

The first time I was discipled I didn’t 
even know it was happening. 
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Danielle was a painfully shy ten-year-old girl. 
If you tried to hug her, she would shrink away 

and cringe. Her mom was a recovering heroin 
addict, and Danielle had been abused and was 
scared of men. The first three months I could 

not get Danielle to talk or even look at me, so 
I tried to just get her to give me a high five, 
which she agreed to most of the time. When 
she attended her first vacation Bible school, she 
was in my class. I asked, “How many do not 
feel like you fit in or feel you are not loved at 
school or home?” Three children raised their 
hands, including Danielle. I explained that 

I would teach them about the One who 
loved them dearly. Over the next 

year my wife and I ministered to 
these three. We spent a lot of 
time with them, teaching 
them about Christ’s love 
and standing with t h e m 

through their trials. 

The next year at VBS, I asked if 
any child wanted to receive Jesus 

as Savior and Lord. Danielle gave 
her life to Christ. The following week 

Danielle’s mom and boyfriend gave their 
lives to Christ. Danielle became totally different 

and embodies 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come!” She smiles with eyes lit, 
greets people with a joyful heart, has friends, and 
attends church every week. 

• Mark Benedict, pastor at Peace River 
Wesleyan Church, Port Charlotte, Fla.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
BELONGS TO SUCH AS 
THESE

“How many 
do not feel 
like you fit in 
or feel you 
are not loved 
at school or 
home?”
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We don’t always get to hear 
whether our ministry is 
making an impact. I remember 
one teaching unit entitled 
“Becoming the super U God 
created you to be!” I was 
excited to share this teaching 
because it held several take-
home elements involving 
prayer time, Bible reading, 
application, and follow-up. 
Many kids were excited and 
engaged. One Sunday, several 
kids wanted to share how God 
was helping them “become the 
super U He created them to be.” 
Rachel, a second grader, stood up 
and told how she had to write a 
school paper that described what 
she wanted to be when she grew 
up. Rachel very seriously declared 

that she wanted to be the “Super 
U that God created her to be.” 
She planned to work at Walmart 
so she had money to buy food and 
clothes for the homeless, and she 
would read to old people who were 
alone. Rachel’s mom showed me her 
paper. As I read this child’s sincere 
love for God and wanting to be all 
she could for him, I was humbled by 
my selfish plans for my life. Imagine 
my surprise when I was introduced 
to Rachel’s teacher, who came to 
church because Rachel invited her. 
How amazing that God was able 
to use Rachel’s faith in such a 
dramatic way! Rachel was being 
“made new” and inviting others 
to be as well. 

• Pastor Nancy Buckingham, 
children’s pastor at Greeley 
Wesleyan Church, Greeley, 
Colo.

CHILD 
INVITES 
OTHERS 
TO BE 
MADE NEW

As I read this child’s sincere 
love for God and wanting to 
be all she could for him, I 
was humbled by my selfish 
plans for my life. 
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We are blessed to receive wonderful 
glimpses of the work of Christ as lives 
are transformed through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. The completed 
vision is revealed in Revelation 21: 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. And I saw 

the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, “See, 
the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; they will 
be his peoples, and God himself will 

be with them; he will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. Death will be 

no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first 

things have passed away.”

And the one who was seated on the 
throne said, "See, I am making all 

things new."  (Rev. 21:1-5, NRSV).

Whatever practices and 
disciplines comprise 
discipleship, each 
should be geared toward 
transformation into 
Christlikeness in our 
relationships with God 
and one another. 

The goal of discipleship is to be made new! Whatever 
practices and disciplines comprise discipleship, 
each should be geared toward transformation into 
Christlikeness in our relationships with God and 
one another. 
 The practice of intergenerational prayer 
partnerships is having an impact in our 
congregation. These are relationships in which 
each person is mutually praying for and with the 
other person. The more we establish effective 
relationships like this, the more we grow in our 
understanding that our older adults are the 
heroes in our faith communities and the next 
generation is the hope! 
 One example is the prayer partnership 
between Jan and Allison. Jan is retired and 
Allison is a young, new mom. 
 Jan explained, “I had anticipated the 
pleasure of sharing prayer requests with a sister 
in Christ, but I didn't realize I would find a new 
friend–one who loves exploring God's Word and 

finding ways his truth applies in life and who also 
cares so much for the people around her. I've 
especially appreciated 
her views and 
discovering insights 
from the sermons that I 
completely missed!”

 Allison shared how Jan 
“is a kindred spirit and 
lives her life seeking after 

God the way I want to. 
Every time we meet, I walk 
away feeling closer to the 
Lord. Her perspective on life and her experiences 

with God's faithfulness help put whatever I'm going 
through into the right context. I grew up in the church, 
but have been looking for a mentor and friend like Jan 
for years now. She is an answer to prayer.”

• Rev. Alex Mandura, pastor of congregational 
care, College Wesleyan Church, Marion, Ind.

PRAYER PARTNERS 
AND DISCIPLESHIP 

AND THEY WILL 
BE MY CHILDREN

REV. COLLEEN DERR
Associate professor of congregational 
spiritual formation and assistant 
dean at Wesley Seminary at Indiana 
Wesleyan University. 
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I

Daily devotions & prayer

My day's 
anchor. 

was given directions to go from 
my office to a location some 
miles away. The directions were 

thorough, but led through winding back 
roads. Being directionally challenged, I 
got lost. There was nothing wrong with 
the directions, but I needed a more direct 
route (read one turn). That experience 
caused me to reflect on how we approach 
growing spiritually. Here are some ideas 
to explore if you're thinking,

"I want 
to grow 
in Christ. 
Now 
what?"

This one is essential for me, my day's anchor. I set aside 
time first thing in the morning to read the Scriptures 
and a devotional thought followed by prayer. My mind 
and heart are then ready for whatever the day holds. 
The Word of God is so powerful! I used to do my 
devotions at night, but that didn’t work as well. I had 
already made too many blunders during the day, so it 
wasn’t as effective.

K I M  G L A D D E N

   Directions
                for
      Spiritual Growth
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REV. KIM GLADDEN
Director of discipleship for Church 
Multiplication and Discipleship with 
The Wesleyan Church. 
 

Small groups

Take a class

Mentoring relationship

Mission Trips

Retreats

Conferences

Social holiness

Being intentional

Being part of a caring community of 
people who are all interested in growing 
can bring life-transforming results. In the 
loving security of a small group, I’ve seen 
people work through many issues, and 
there is the comfort of not having to do 
life alone. A healthy small group is there 
for you in all life’s moments, happy and 

sad, and friendships 
can be formed that are 
deeper than a casual 
“Good to see you this 
morning” flung out on 
the way into or out of 
the worship service.

In some churches, organized small groups 
are not an available option. But almost 
all churches have growth classes in either 
a Sunday school, Bible study, or special 
series format. Classes are a wonderful 
way to learn in community. You might 
consider also auditing a class from a local 
seminary or Bible school if you want to 
delve deeper. The point is to be a lifelong 
learner in faith matters.

Seek out a friendship with someone that you 
also admire spiritually. It may be someone 
older. Find out the lessons they’ve learned 
along the way. Set regular times to meet, 
pray, and encourage each other, and also ask 
questions you only feel safe asking a friend. 

Challenge your life, discover a new culture 
and new things about yourself. As a former 
missions pastor, I can’t tell you the number 
of times I’ve seen people come home from 
a mission trip changed. What better way 
to learn about the value of being content 
than to sit with a man in Zambia living with 

AIDS who has only two 
shirts to his name? When 
we prayed with him to 
receive Christ, and later 
asked what would make 
his life better, he only 
wanted a blanket to keep 
him warm at night. It’s a 
joy to be a blessing, and 

God uses such experiences also to humble 
and teach us many things.

Valuable soul work 
can be done by going 
away for a short time. 
Find your space and 
type of retreat: large 
group, small group, or 
camping in the woods. 
Personally, cruises 
are restorative for me. Definitely unplugging 
from social media, daily responsibilities, and 
a to-do list allows the inner you to breathe, 
regroup, and focus on spiritual matters.  

Gather with others and experience the impact 
of learning in a group setting on a topic of 
interest. I try to attend one conference a year 
to be in fellowship with Christians outside of 
my immediate community, and to hear what’s 
happening in the larger church world.

Serving people in need, being Jesus’ hands 
and feet in ministry, is right and good and 
helps you grow spiritually. Service discipleship 
breathes life into individuals and through 
individuals into the church. Pray for God to 
give you eyes to see and a heart to serve.

The key is your relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Progress comes by being intentional. 
Pray for the help of the Holy Spirit. 
Remember the adage: “A journey of a 
thousand miles begins with one step?” 
Why not start walking?

Unplugging 
from social 
media, daily 
responsibilities, 
and a to-do list 
allows the inner 
you to breathe.

I can’t tell you 
the number of 
times I’ve seen 
people come 
home from a 
mission trip 
changed. 

A healthy 
small group 
is there for 
you in all life’s 
moments.
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A N I T A  E A S T L A C K

Building connections will be more important 
than creating programs. Of course, the focus 
will be to champion effective discipleship and 
church multiplication. But it is believed that the 
best methods for doing so are being birthed out 
of development in local contexts. 
 Healthy chemistry, authentic teamwork, 
and real joy describe team culture as the new 
executive director, Rev. Anita Eastlack, and 
mostly-new staff rally around the CMAD 
mission to serve local churches. 
 CMAD is casting a vision for movement 
over model, encouraging decisions for the 
specific discipleship and multiplication ministry 
models to be made at the local level. CMAD 
leaders are seeking to be connectors over 
creators. They will reference discipleship models 
in a variety of avenues, identifying training 
and resourcing “hubs” where effective models 
of discipleship, multiplication, and social 
holiness already exist. Digital conversations and 
online resourcing will be a major way in which 
connections are facilitated. 

primary role of 
The Wesleyan 
Church Division 

of Church Multiplication 
and Discipleship (CMAD) 
is resourcing. Most of 
the best resources and 
practices for ministry 

are constantly being 
created in a number 
of local churches 
where they are born 
out of real needs 
and tested in actual 
ministry situations. 

One of CMAD's main approaches 
will be to connect pastors and 
churches to resources being 
developed by others.

A



Please pray for the CMAD team. 
Call or email them for your first conversation and commit to keep the 
conversations going as we stay in touch with you in the local church where 
peoples’ lives are being Made New. 

Rev. Zach Coffin 
brings ten years 

of experience in leading Next Gen 
ministries, earned degrees in Christian 
ministry and Christian education, and 
was on the leadership team for the 
Follow 2015 Youth Convention. 

Rev. Santes 
Beatty has served 

in CMAD for over two years and 
is passionate about building teams 
that pursue unity, while facilitating 
connections and developing 
resourcing.  

Director of 
Next Gen 
Discipleship

Director of 
Multiethnic 
Ministries

Jessie Sears’ 
passion is 
organization and 

events planning. She has served at 
headquarters for nine years. 

Director of 
Operations

Rev. Kim Gladden 
brings 25 years 
of experience of 

ministry in both urban and suburban 
settings as a church planter, lead 
pastor, and in staff roles such as 
director of discipleship and missions. 

Dr. Ed Love is a 
prolific author, 
church multiplier, 

and was a district catalyst for church 
multiplication. He created and 
teaches the Certificate in Church 
Planting and Multiplication program 
at Wesley Seminary.  

Director of 
Discipleship

Director of 
Multiplication

Read Anita's Article 
from Fall Issue
wesleyan.life/leadinglikejesus
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The release goal is summer of 2017, but 
the strength of the site will continue 
to grow over time. Also, the Belonging 
membership booklet has been updated in 
English and Spanish, along with a video 
(in English and Spanish) that can be used 
in membership classes as an introduction 
to what it means to be a member in a 
Wesleyan church. 
 The CMAD team is committed to 
the vision of transforming lives, churches, 
and communities through the hope and 
holiness of Jesus Christ, celebrating every 
time a disciple makes a disciple and a 
church multiplies itself until The Wesleyan 
Church has a transforming presence in 
every zip code.

ANITA EASTLACK
Executive director of Church 
Multiplication and Discipleship 
for The Wesleyan Church. 

One new avenue 
will be through 
a free resource-
sharing website 
designed to 
provide access 
to a full range of 
church-related 
needs. 

NOW AVAILABLE 

BELONGING
MEMBERSHIP GUIDE for leaders 
and participants

     WPHONLINE.COM
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Houghton College’s 
School of Music 
ranked #2 among 
Christian colleges
Houghton College has been named by 
Christian Universities Online as one 
of the top two Christian college music 
programs in the nation. Each institution 
in the Council for Christian Colleges and 
Universities was considered. Houghton 
offers ten music degree programs—five 
undergraduate and five graduate.  

The Full Rankings
www.christianuniversitiesonline.org

Kingswood dedicates 
new athletic complex 
 
A new 15-acre riverfront athletic complex 
with outdoor sports fields was dedicated by 
Kingswood University students, staff, board 
members, and donors. Benson Athletic 
Complex is named in honor of Pete and 
Ginnie Benson. A two-level clubhouse is 
currently under construction.

Southern Wesleyan University 
breaks ground on living and 
learning community 
 

Southern Wesleyan University 
officials broke ground on a 
four-story, 67,000-square-foot 
residence. In addition to single, 
dual, and triple occupancy suites 
for 243 students, 25 percent of the 
space will be dedicated to a large 
lobby with a bistro and gathering 
space, a classroom, fitness rooms, 
a theatre, and a conference room. 
SWU expects to welcome student 
residents into this facility in 
August, 2017.

Full story
wesleyan.org/ 5637

Full story
wesleyan.org/5536

OKWU welcomes new 
addition to campus 
 
The campus of Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University is now graced by a massive 
eagle statue with an 11-foot wingspan, 
crafted by Scott Stearman, the Colorado-
based sculptor. More than a mascot, the 
eagle is representative of the mission and 

culture of OKWU, as 
exemplified by Isaiah 
40:31: “Those who 
hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength. 
They will soar on 
wings like eagles.”  

IWU football stadium
plans revealed  
 
Indiana Wesleyan University broke ground for the new Wildcat 
football stadium adjacent to the track and field facility. It will 
have 2,500 seats plus berm seating around the field boosting total 
capacity to about 4,000. The playing surface will be artificial turf. 
Play is expected to begin in fall of 2018.  

Full story
wesleyan.org/5409

Full story
wesleyan.org/5719

Full story
wesleyan.org/5469



27 www.wesleyan.life  /  WINTER 2017

Hurricane Matthew 
was a category 4-5 
storm and, on October 
4, became the worst 
hurricane to strike 
Haiti since 1964. 
The death toll rose 
to 1,600 and 1.4 
million people need 
assistance, including 
many with lost homes, 
gardens, and animals.

 Wesleyans were praying that cholera 
would not kill more thousands in 
locations where suddenly there was no 
clean water. The church’s first response 
was to join in addressing the water 
supply and hygiene. Praise God, the 
feared spike in the cholera epidemic has 
been limited, so far.
 Through a Wesleyan Emergency 
Relief Fund (WERF) appeal, the 
church partnered with World Hope 
International and supplied 1,000 water 
filters, 2,500 hygiene kits, and 400 
temporary canvas shelters. These were 
distributed in several hard-hit areas 
where we have churches and schools. 
These include the areas around Torbeck, 
Cote de Fer, Pitite Rivierre de Nippe, 
and Grande Vide, La Gonave. 
 
A second response is 
already beginning.

 This includes food and support of 
the restart of local agriculture, including 
garden tools like hoes and machetes, 
seeds, and goats. Finally, the North 
American church would like to invest 
$80,000-$100,000 in helping re-roof and 
repair damaged churches, schools, and 
parsonages, an amount which will go far 
in Haiti. Mission teams, repair crews, 
can also make a big difference.
 One of the very significant needs is 
for 500-1,000 goats. The loss of many 
thousands of goats will have long-term 
effects on the economic survivability 
and health of many communities where 
our churches are. For $75 per goat, 
healthy breeding stock can be replaced, 
and these make a huge difference 
for a family. The WERF fund is still 
actively seeking more support for 
this compassionate project: Wesleyan 
Emergency Relief Fund for Haiti.
  

Give to Wesleyan Emergency 
Relief Fund for Haiti
www.wesleyan.org/relief

HAITIANS REELING 
from Hurricane Matthew
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Medical team 
reaches Albanians 
with gospel 
 
Missionaries Matt and Caryl Aukerman 
report that the Lord has powerfully used a 
medical team to reach Albanians with the 
gospel. Seven hundred people showed up 
on the first day of a clinic, and 224 people 
responded to the gospel message during 
that week. Matt and Caryl also praise God 
that 16 students attended Bible Kids Club, 
many of whom heard the gospel for the 
first time. 

Walking 
for water 
 
One of the core 
programs at World 
Hope International 
(WHI) is Clean Water 
Wells & Sanitation. 

This program provides clean water to some of 
the world's most impoverished communities to 
improve their health and standard of living. North 
Carolina resident Larry McAlpine began taking 
a very long walk on his birthday to support clean 
water and he convinces others to pledge donations.
 Since 2009, the “Hoover Walk,” named in 
honor of Larry's friend, Pastor Hoover Smith, has 
raised over $216,000 for WHI's clean water and 
wells program. This has funded 54 wells in five 
countries, providing clean water for 38,526 people. 

Nepal health clinic an 
inspiring ministry 
 
Drs. Romy and Linda Caringal, missionaries with Global 
Partners (Romy is Asia Area director), recently traveled to 
Nepal to lead the mobile health clinic in Japha and Palpa 
villages (eastern and western Nepal), which have limited health 
care facilities and providers.
 The couple saw 339 patients between the two camps. 
Church volunteers, three Nepalese doctors, a medical assistant, 
and four nurses assisted in the clinics. Many come to Christ via 
the healing ministry.

Wesleyan Church of 
Egypt granted free land
Atif Sedhom Kilf reports, “The Egyptian Formal 
Journal recently published the government agreement 
to give The Standard Wesleyan Church of Egypt free 
land (almost a square mile) to 
build a church legally. 
 “Thank the Lord Jesus for 
this development. We have 
prayed for the allocation of 
land to build a church in Badr 
City. This was approved by 
the ministerial committee and 
the news was published in the 
official leading newspapers.”

Full story
wesleyan.org/5605

Full story
wesleyan.org/5467

Full story
wesleyan.org/5421

Full story
wesleyan.org/5595
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Bolivia welcomed 
to The Wesleyan 
Church  
 
A ministry in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, South America, 
has officially been welcomed into The Wesleyan 
Church. Over 160 participants attended a five-day 
event in August. Presenters spoke on marriage and 
family, the history of The Wesleyan Church, and 
gave powerful evangelistic messages, after which 18 
people placed their faith in Jesus.
 At the close of the five-hour Sunday service, 
Rev. Carlos Martinez presented a certificate and the 
right hand of fellowship into The Wesleyan Church 
to Rev. and Mrs. Arnoldo Becerra, leaders of the 
ministry in Bolivia. 

Led each step
of the way  
 
Ajay is part of a Hindu family in Nepal. His mother 
has suffered for years from severe illness. They visited 
many witch doctors, but to no effect. One day a 
Christian man came to their village and preached. 
Desperate, Ajay’s father invited this man into their 
home. He told Ajay’s parents that if they believed 
in Christ, they could pray to be released from the 
sickness. His mother placed her faith in Jesus, and was 
indeed cured.
 That day, the whole family chose to follow Jesus. 
Villagers learned they had become Christians, came 
to their home, beat them, and exiled them. Although 

they faced many problems, 
Ajay says, “God has led me 
each step of the way.” He was 
trained to show the JESUS 
film in rural villages and also 
preaches. Through the JESUS 
film, many hear the gospel and 
are saved. 

Full story
wesleyan.org/5412

Full story
wesleyan.org/5509
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Obituaries

ALEXANDER, DR. EDWIN (82)
Dr. Edwin Alexander passed away August 
24 in Stillwell, Kans. He pastored Wesleyan 
churches in Mississippi, Indiana, Kansas, 
and Pennsylvania. In addition, he worked for 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. 
Survivors include his wife, Shirley, three 
daughters, two sons, nine grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild. 
 

BAUER, REV. PAUL (89)
Rev. Paul Bauer passed 
away September 14 in 
Whitehall, Pa. He and 
his first wife, Betty, 
served as missionaries 
with Wesleyan World 
Missions (now Global 

Partners) in southern Africa from 1957-
1983. He also served several churches in 
Bangor and Orefield, Pa., as well as a church 
in Roanoke, Va. Betty preceded him in 
death. Survivors include his wife, Joan, one 
son, two sisters, two stepdaughters, eight 
grandchildren, thirteen great-grandchildren, 
five step-grandchildren, five step-great-
grandchildren, and one brother. 

BISHOP, REV. GENE (68)
Rev. Gene Bishop died September 16 in 
Garden City, Mo. He pastored Wesleyan 
churches in Nebraska. He was preceded in 
death by two sons. Survivors include his 
wife, Alice, four daughters, two sons, 15 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, two 
brothers, and one sister.  

BOYLE, REV. HOWARD (90)
Rev. Howard Boyle passed away October 6 
in South Bend, Ind. He and his wife, Leah, 
served as missionaries among the Lakota 
people in South Dakota for more than 40 
years. They were married 66 years, and she 
preceded him in death, as did three brothers. 
Survivors include one son, three daughters, 
nine grandchildren, 24 great-grandchildren, 
two great-great-grandchildren, one sister, 
and one brother.  

CAMERON, REV. STILLMAN (83)
Rev. Stillman Cameron passed away July 
9, 2016, in Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
Canada. He served as a pastor in The 

EMERY, RUTHANNE (89)
Ruthanne Emery died August 23 in High Point, 
N.C. She was the wife of Dr. O. Dale Emery, 
former General Superintendent, who preceded 
her in death. The couple served more than 65 
years within The Wesleyan Church. Survivors 
include six children, 19 grandchildren, 44 
great-grandchildren, and two brothers.  
Full story: wesleyan.org/5432

ENGLE, REV. MICHAEL “MIKE” (68) 
Rev. Michael “Mike” Engle passed away 
October 7 in Flat Rock, N.C. He pastored 
Wesleyan churches in North Carolina, most 
recently serving at First Wesleyan Church in 
Hendersonville for 41 years. He is survived 
by Patti, his wife of 46 years, one son, one 
daughter, two grandsons, two brothers, and 
one sister.  

ENGLE, REV. WILLIAM (68)
Rev. William Engle passed away October 23 
in Bartlesville, Okla. He planted a church 
while a student in Bartlesville. He also served 
with Wesleyan World Missions for 15 years in 
both South Africa and Zimbabwe. Rev. Engle 
also pastored Wesleyan churches in Kansas. 
Survivors include Connie, his wife of 44 years, 
one son, two daughters, two grandchildren, 
and one sister. 

ERRASTI, REV. CLAUDIO (59)
Rev. Claudio Errasti passed away October 2 
in Mount Airy, N.C. He pastored Wesleyan 
churches in North Carolina. His wife, Nora, 
preceded him in death. He is survived by two 
daughters. 

GEARHART, REV. FORREST 
(94)
Rev. Forrest Gearhart 
passed away November 11 
in Fern Park, Fla. He and 
his wife, Ann, founded 
Sturgis Wesleyan Church 
in Michigan and Wheaton 

Wesleyan Church in Illinois. He served as 
district superintendent of the Northern Illinois 
District of The Wesleyan Church and on 
several boards, including the General Board 
of the denomination. The couple also served 
as missionaries with Global Partners in Puerto 
Rico. His wife of 67 years, Ann, preceded him 
in death, as did a son, granddaughter, and 
two brothers. Survivors include one daughter, 
two sons, eight grandchildren, four great-
grandchildren, and one sister. 

Wesleyan Church at several Canadian churches 
for 32 years. He was preceded in death by 
four sisters and one brother. Survivors include 
Ethel, his wife of 60 years, one daughter, 
one son, two grandchildren, and one great-
grandson. 

CAPPS, REV. BARABRA (73) 
Rev. Barabra Capps died September 9 in 
Land O’ Lakes, Fla. She planted the former 
Lighthouse Community Church in Land 
O’ Lakes. At age 62, she received her high 
school diploma, then went on to complete 
requirements for ordination. Her husband 
of 28 years, Spencer W. Capps, preceded 
her in death. Barabra is survived by two 
daughters, four grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren. 

COY, REV. RALPH (85)  
Rev. Ralph Coy passed away June 5 in Dewey, 
Okla. The Wesleyan pastor was preceded in 
death by two wives, Caroline and Mona, one 
son, one stepson, a grandson, a sister, and a 
brother. Survivors include two daughters, one 
stepdaughter, seven grandchildren, four step-
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, and 
five step-great-grandchildren. 

CRAIN, REV. JERRY (72)
Rev. Jerry Crain passed away November 16 in 
Seneca, S.C. He served in both the Southern 
Methodist Church and The Wesleyan Church, 
serving churches in Colorado, Michigan, 
Tennessee, Louisiana, and South Carolina. 
Survivors include his wife, Joan, two sons, five 
grandchildren, and one sister. 

CRUSE, REV. JOHN (85)
Rev. John Cruse died April 10 in Gold Hill, 
N.C. He pastored churches in the North 
Carolina East District of The Wesleyan Church. 
He is survived by his wife, Carol, four children, 
six grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren, 
one sister, and one brother.   

DODGE, BEATRICE (105)
Beatrice Dodge passed away October 23 
in Hillcrest, N.Y. She served with Pilgrim 
Holiness Missions (now Global Partners) 
from 1936-1959 in Barbados, East Indies, and 
Guyana, South America, as well as pastored in 
Port Jervis, N.Y. Her siblings preceded her in 
death. Survivors include nieces and nephews, 
great-nieces and nephews, and great-great-
nieces and nephews.  
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MORRIS, REV. J. REED (96)
Rev. Joseph Reed Morris passed away July 
5 in Delaware. He was a U.S. Army veteran 
and served as pastor at several Wesleyan 
churches in Maryland and Delaware. His 
wife, Ruth, preceded him in death, as did one 
brother and a daughter. Survivors include two 
grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and 
five great-great-grandchildren. 

MORRIS, REV. KENNETH (82)
Rev. Kenneth Morris died September 4 in 
Marion, Ind. A U.S. Navy veteran, Rev. Morris 
served as a Wesleyan pastor for years. Survivors 
include his wife, Joyce, three daughters, one 
son, seven grandchildren, two sisters, and one 
brother. 

PHARR, REV. WILLIAM “BILL” 
Rev. William Pharr passed away November 
15 in North Carolina. He served at various 
Wesleyan churches throughout North Carolina 
for 47 years. Four brothers and two sisters 
preceded him in death. Survivors include 
Barbara, his wife of 63 years, one daughter, one 
granddaughter, two great-grandchildren, and 
one sister.   

SHOOK, REV. ELVIS (91)
Rev. Elvis Shook passed away November 10 
in Sheridan, Mich. A veteran of the U.S. Navy, 
Rev. Shook served as a Wesleyan and a Free 
Methodist pastor for 35 years. His wife of 62 
years, Erma Mae, preceded him in death, as 
did one brother. Survivors include three sons, 
two daughters, 30 grandchildren, 28 great-
grandchildren, and one great-great-grandchild. 

SMITH, ROBERT “BOB” (79)
Robert “Bob” Smith 
died September 17 in 
Brooksville, Fla. Bob and 
his wife, Julia, served in the 
Philippines with Wesleyan 
World Missions from 1960-
1975. From 1975-1988, 
they helped establish The Wesleyan Church in 
Indonesia. Bob then became assistant General 
Director of Wesleyan World Missions from 
1988-1992. Then for 12 years he was district 
superintendent of the South Carolina District. 
In retirement, he was president of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Alumni Fellowship. Survivors 
include Julia, his wife of 61 years, one daughter, 
one son, one brother, two sisters, and seven 
grandchildren. Full story: wesleyan.org/5482

STEPHENS, REV. ROBERT, SR. (73)
Rev. Robert Stephens, Sr., died July 26 
in Salisbury, Md. He pastored Wesleyan 
churches in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and 
Delaware. Survivors include Rebecca, his 
wife of 53 years, two daughters, one son, 
seven grandchildren, one great-grandson, 
and three brothers. 

SYPOLT, REV. A.L. (92)
Rev. A.L. Sypolt passed 
away December 5 in 
Lexington, Ky. He 
served The Wesleyan 
Church as a pastor in 
both West Virginia and 
Kentucky from 1954-

1975. He served as an assistant district 
superintendent 1970-1975 and a district 
superintendent of the Kentucky District of 
The Wesleyan Church from 1975-1990. He 
also served in various roles within Wesleyan 
higher education.
 He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Etta Mae, two brothers, and one 
sister. Survivors include two sons, two 
daughters, seven grandchildren, six 
great-grandchildren, and one great-great-
granddaughter. Full story: wesleyan.
org/5844

WINTER, FRANCES (72)
Frances Winter passed away October 23 
in Salt Springs, New Brunswick, Canada. 
She and her husband, Howard, served 
with Global Partners in Mozambique 
from 2001-2005. Survivors include her 
husband, two sons, one daughter, and seven 
grandchildren. 

ZAMARRON, REV. JOSUE (88)
Rev. Josue Zamarron passed away October 
20 in Lyford, Tex. A Wesleyan pastor, he was 
preceded in death by a daughter, grandson, 
brother, and sister. Survivors include his 
wife, Debora, three sons, two daughters, 13 
grandchildren, and 21 great-grandchildren. 

GILREATH, REV. FRANCES (91)
Rev. Frances Gilreath died July 4 in Belton, S.C. 
She and her husband, Rev. V. E. Gilreath, who 
preceded her in death, were ordained together in 
1975, and served as pastors in the South Carolina 
District for 33 years. The Reverends Gilreath had 
four children. 

HUFFMAN, REV. PAUL (89)
Rev. Paul Huffman died August 21 in Waterloo, 
Iowa. He served with the U.S. Army in World 
War II and later as a pastor at Wesleyan churches 
in the Iowa-Minnesota District. He also was a 
chaplain in the Minneapolis Police Department. 
Rev. Huffman was preceded in death by a brother 
and two sisters. Survivors include his wife, Amy, 
one son, two daughters, nine grandchildren, 
15 great-grandchildren, and one great-great-
grandchild.  

LONG, REV. RUBY (88)  
Rev. Ruby Long passed away August 20 in 
Imperial, Neb. She served The Wesleyan Church 
as a pastor, missionary, and teacher for 54 years. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Richard, two infant children, three brothers, 
two sisters, and four great-grandchildren. 
Survivors include one son, two daughters, 13 
grandchildren, 26 great-grandchildren, one 
brother, and two sisters.  

MATTOON, REV. ROYAL (74)
Rev. Royal Mattoon died September 13 in 
Sykesville, Md. He served as a pastor of Wesleyan 
churches in the Chesapeake District. He is 
survived by Patricia, his wife of 50 years, three 
daughters, six grandchildren, one sister, and one 
brother.

MORGAN, REV. WILLIAM 
“BILL” (91)
Rev. William “Bill” Morgan 
passed away December 5 in 
Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
Canada. He served as an 
ordained pastor for 65 years 
with The Wesleyan Church. 

He spent 33 years in South Africa as a missionary 
with Wesleyan World Missions (now Global 
Partners), including serving as mission director 
for the field. Upon his return to New Brunswick, 
he served more years there in the pastorate.  
 Rev. Morgan was preceded in death by his 
wife Elsie (Shaw) Morgan. Survivors include one 
daughter, one son, many grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, one brother, and one sister. Full 
story: wesleyan.org/5843
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